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As we met together for the last time in 2013, we turned our attention to Psalm 90 and 
looked to God as our help in ages past. Now, this morning as we meet together for the 
first time in 2014, we turn our attention once again to Psalm 90 to see that this same God 
who is our help in ages past is also our hope for years to come, that he is our hope for this 
year, 2014.

This morning I want to look with you for just a few moments at the last stanza of Psalm 
90, verses 13-17. I want to consider with you three things here from the end of Moses' 
prayer: first of all, the daily cry; secondly, the lasting affliction; and finally, the 
unwavering hope. A daily cry, a lasting affliction and an unwavering hope.

We begin with the daily cry and you see it there at the beginning of verse 13, “Return, O 
Lord! How long?” Psalm 90, as I mentioned a moment ago, was written by Moses during 
the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. These were terrible times in the life of God's 
people. They were days filled with funerals. Days filled with sorrow and grief. Death 
upon death upon death. Every day, crying out to them, “Dust you are and to dust you 
shall return.” This, of course, was the consequence of sin. Man has brought this futility 
upon himself. Death is not natural, after all. God did not create man to die. He created 
man to live, but man in his rebellion and sin sought to live apart from God only to learn 
that to live apart from God is death and to learn that it is good to seek his face. 

That's what Moses is doing here in the midst of all that death that surrounds him. He's 
turning to the Lord and seeking God's face, “Return, O Lord! Come back to us, O God!” 
is the cry of Moses and it's a cry for home. You think on Moses' life for a moment, how 
he had been brought up in the palaces of Pharaoh and yet that wasn't home. How he had 
to flee from Egypt and how he lived for 40 years as a shepherd of the sheep in the desert, 
in the wilderness and that wasn't home. Then, for nearly 40 years, he led the children of 
Israel, living in tents in the wilderness but those tents were not home. How one day he 
would even ascend to Pisgah's heights to look upon the Promised Land flowing with milk 
and honey but even the Promised Land wasn't home. 

But if the palaces of Egypt and the wilderness and the tents and the Promised Land were 
not home then what is home? Well, Moses has already said what he considers home to 
be, the opening words of Psalm 90, “O Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all 
generations.” To be present with the Lord, this is home and here near the end of Psalm 90 
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you find Moses longing for home, crying out for home, crying out for the presence of the 
Lord, “Return, O Lord!” Here you see the great effect of all God's providences in Moses' 
life from the time of his birth, to the little basket in which he was placed among the reeds 
of the Nile to God's providence in bringing the daughter of Pharaoh with her nursemaids 
to the Nile to bathe and taking Moses out from the water and bringing him to the palaces 
of Pharaoh that he might be raised there as a Prince of Egypt, to the training that he had, 
to the murder he committed, to the years of shepherding sheep, to the burning bush, to his 
being brought back to Egypt, to the plagues done and performed at his hand, to the Red 
Sea, to the foot of Mount Sinai, to the top of Sinai, to the casting down of the tablets of 
stone, to the wandering in the wilderness. All of these providences of God, to what did 
they lead? Well, they led Moses to long more and more for God. They led Moses to long 
more and more for home.

So, accompanying the cry for God's return is this cry, “Return, O Lord! How long? How 
long must we wait? How long must this journey be?” Sometimes, boys and girls, when 
you're on a long family trip and you spend many hours in the car, you can't help but ask 
the question: how long? But it's really the cry of all God's people who long to be with 
him. “How long must this journey be? How long this pilgrimage? How long is the path? 
How long until we are with you? How long until we are home?”

Here you begin to see the good of God's providences, even those bitter providences for 
when do you most long to be with God? When do you long most for home? It's when 
you're suffering, isn't it? It's when you're grieving and being tried. When you're in the 
stormy blast, when the troubles around you last and you long for your suffering to be 
over, you long for your tears to stop. You long for peace and you begin to realize that 
what you long for, this world can never bring. For this world, too, is passing away and so 
you begin to long even more for the Lord's return. This experience is not unique to Moses 
here in Psalm 90. It's the experience of all God's people throughout the ages.

Think, for example, of the Apostle Paul as he thought upon the present sufferings of this 
life. They inevitably led him to think upon the glory that will be revealed in us and so he 
could write things like this, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain. Far better to 
depart and be with the Lord.” Or you think of the Apostle John who once reclined on the 
bosom of Jesus and who so many years later as he was in exile on the island of Patmos, 
heard the word of his beloved Savior saying, “I am coming quickly,” to which John 
responded, “Even so, come Lord Jesus. Come quickly.”

This is the experience of all God's children. I think of the words of our Catechism in 
Question & Answer 52: how does the knowledge of Christ's return to judge the living and 
the dead comfort you? Do you know the answer? Not just with your mind intellectually 
and academically but do you know the answer with your heart? Does it resonate with the 
answer that is given? In all my distress and persecutions, I lift up my eyes to the heavens 
and confidently await as judge, the very one who has already stood trial in my place 
before God and so has removed the whole curse from me. Where do I look in times of 
distress and trouble? I look to the heavens above and to the return of Christ. “Return, O 
Lord! How long?”
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We don't know what lies before us in the year 2014. 

“I know not what of good or ill 
May be reserved for me, 
Of weary ways or golden days, 
Before His face I see.”

It may be my name that will be in the bulletin at the end of 2014 as one of those whom 
God has called home. It may be your name. In the years of my ministry here, we've not 
yet had a year gone by without at least one funeral. It may be me in 2014. It may be you. 
In all likelihood, there are those who are with us today that won't be at the close of the 
year. Are you prepared? Are you longing to be with the Lord? Are you desirous of being 
with him? Are you waiting for him? It's really the best perspective that we can have for 
the year before us to live each day in the eager anticipation of his return, of being with 
him, of arriving home. Now, we might look at the year before us as simply a section of 
the pilgrimage or the road upon which God is leading us. We don't know whether that 
road is a beginning section or a middle section or an end section but we know where that 
road is going. We know it's going home.

As we're waiting for his return, as we pray for his return, as we look to these things, it's 
good for us also to pray daily for his compassion and his mercy while he tarries and while 
we wait and so you look at the end of verse 13, “Have compassion on Your servants.” Do 
you ever pray like that? Do you ever pray for God's mercy to have God the Father look 
upon you in pity and in mercy? It's not a bad thing to pray for because the prayer for 
God's mercy reminds us of who we are and even more importantly, of who he is. It 
reminds us that we are not worthy of the least of God's mercies and it reminds us at the 
same time that he is a God who delights to show mercy.

As we face another year, there is comfort and there is peace in that thought and it gives us 
confidence to plead further in prayer, to sue for mercy. Verse 14, “Satisfy us early with 
Your mercy.” God is a Father to us and his mercy is always there. Verse 14 literally says, 
“O, satisfy us early with your steadfast love.” Do you know that facing this coming year, 
beloved? That God's steadfast love is always there? There is not a moment where he 
loves you more and there is not a moment where he loves you less. His love is always 
there. It's steadfast love. The problem is, of course, that due to our own sinfulness we 
don't always see that love. We don't always experience it in the same measure. Boys and 
girls, you know, I trust, that your parents love you but there are times where it, perhaps, 
doesn't always seem that way and it's usually because you've rebelled against it and 
against them. 

So it is with us and our heavenly Father and so it is good to pray daily, “Satisfy us early 
with your steadfast love.” Not only at the end of the day, not only in the middle of the 
day but at the very beginning of the day, “Satisfy us again with your steadfast love that 
the whole day before me may be lived in the knowledge that you are my God, that you 
are my Father and that you love me.” You see, the result of that, the end of verse 14, 
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“That we may be glad all our days!” Think of Nehemiah. He lived in very difficult times 
as he was building the walls around Jerusalem and was surrounded on every side by 
enemies and foes and those who persecuted and taunted and those who would steal away 
his joy in the Lord and yet, to what did Nehemiah point the people of God? “The joy of 
the Lord is your strength,” and what wonderful things were accomplished in that strength 
and with that joy. Or you think again of the Apostle Paul who, in prison, could write a 
letter to the Philippians in which he says, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, 
Rejoice.”

Dear child of God, you don't know what 2014 will bring but you do know this: God's 
steadfast love will be there with you every single step of the way. His steadfast love will 
be with you every morning when you awake, every day that you live, every night that you 
retire to bed. It's why it's called steadfast love. If you want to see what steadfast love 
looks like you might read 1 Corinthians 13, that great chapter on God's love or you might 
read the ending verses of Romans 8 where you read of a love that cannot be quenched. 
Better yet, you might look simply to the cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and 
you might stay there until you can say, “What wondrous love is this?” because there God 
has demonstrated once and for all his steadfast love in that while we were yet enemies 
God gave his Son to die for us. Then you might make it your prayer as Paul does in his 
letter to the Ephesians that we might grasp more and more the width and the breadth and 
the length and the height and the depth of the love of God, that love that is unsurpassing, 
that love that passes all knowledge. The great love of a great God for great sinners. It's 
enough to make us glad all our days, all the days of 2014. No matter what they may 
bring, even if they bring affliction and evil. 

It's what they brought in Moses' life, verse 15, “Make us glad according to the days in 
which You have afflicted us, The years in which we have seen evil.” Here is not a 
momentary affliction but a lasting affliction and you'll notice that Moses says here that 
the Lord is the one who has afflicted. “Make us glad according to the days in which You 
have afflicted us.” This is not to charge God with evil or to charge God with being the 
author of sin. That's a blasphemous thought and it's the farthest thing from Moses' mind 
because, you see, as Moses writes of God's afflicting his people here, he writes of it in the 
context of God's steadfast love. Whatever affliction God may send into your life in 2014, 
comes to you, beloved, from the hand of a Father who loves you.

Dear friends, I would plead with you not to adopt the theology of Job's friends who as 
they looked upon the affliction that encompassed Job, could only conclude that this was 
God's just judgment upon Job for sin. Beloved child of God, God the Father may chasten 
you, he may discipline you, but judge you and punish you in wrath he will not. His 
discipline, his chastening comes from the hand of a loving Father who means only good 
for his children. He afflicts us because he loves us. 

How close would you be to God if you never experienced affliction? What hope would 
you have in the resurrection if you never stood at the grave of a loved one? What longing 
would you have for the day when God will wipe away every tear from your eyes if you've 
never wept a single tear? What anticipation would you have for heaven if this world were 
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all comfort and peace? What desire would you have for the life of the world to come if 
this present life was devoid of suffering and grief and temptation and trial and sin? It's 
through affliction that God calls us closer to his side. 

Sometimes he puts us flat on our backs so the only way we can look is up. Sometimes he 
makes us weak so that we learn again that our strength is all in him. Sometimes he strips 
us of our earthly comforts so that we look for comfort only in him. Sometimes he allows 
our names to be slandered so that the only name that is dear to us is the name of our 
Savior. Sometimes he allows Satan to buffet so that we learn our only defense is in the 
Lord. Sometimes he allows sin to become so very bitter that Christ may become 
exceedingly sweet.

While God is not the author of evil or of sin, he is sovereign over it. Affliction and even 
evil serves him and his purposes. While that gives us no license to sin and while that 
gives us no license to pursue evil, it brings us profound comfort to know that sin and evil 
is not stronger than God and he works even through these things for his glory and for our 
good.

The way in which God works through evil and through affliction and through trial and 
grief and suffering, through all of his providence in life is truly a wonder to behold, isn't 
it? And that leads Moses here to verse 16, as he reflects upon his own life and upon God's 
providences in his life, he comes to this in verse 16, “Let Your work appear to Your 
servants, And Your glory to their children.” I imagine as Moses penned this words under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, certainly he was looking over the whole of his life and 
he could see glimpses of how God had been working through all his providences for 
good. 

Moses raised in the palaces of Egypt, given the very best education in the world of his 
day, what was God doing? Well, preparing Moses to write the first five books of the 
Bible. What was God doing as Moses tended sheep for 40 years in the wilderness? From 
the Prince of Egypt to a lowly shepherd? Well, he was preparing him to lead the children 
of Israel. What was God doing when he brought Moses up onto Mount Sinai and showed 
him his glory? He was giving him a hope for years to come.

“Let Your work appear to Your servants.” To see God's work in your life is a joy and a 
delight. It's one of the things I enjoy most in visiting with the elderly of our church to talk 
with them about their lives and how they could see God's hand of providence working. 
To see how he works through every winding of the way, through every hill and valley, 
through every thorn given. It's a joy to see how he is accomplishing his good purposes. 
We don't always see it and God is not obligated to show it but in his mercy and grace, he 
gives us enough glimpses to trust that in all things he is working for our good. We may 
also pray for a measure of understanding, “Show your work to Your servants, O Lord. I 
am Your servant, O Lord. Do with me as is pleasing to You because it is my delight and 
my joy to see You working in my life and in all that happens to me. Let me see Your 
work, O Lord, and let Your glory appear to our children.” There is a missing link here, an 
implied link and the link is this: “Lord, if I see Your providence in my life I will teach it 
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also to my children. I'll show them what You have done. And this will be the result, Your 
glory will appear to them and all will be well.”

Isn't this what we want? Isn't this what we long for? Isn't this what we pray for? Not just 
our own salvation but even more than our own salvation, the salvation of our children and 
our grandchildren and we do well to tell them of the mighty work of God and the end 
result is the wonderful words of verse 17, “Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us, And establish the work of our hands for us; Yes, establish the work of our hands.” 
Moses is the author of this Psalm and he once beheld the glory of the Lord upon him. We 
read of that earlier this morning from Exodus 34 and you remember what Moses said 
there in that prayer, “Lord, pardon our iniquity and take us as Your inheritance because 
we are a stiff-necked people.”

It's only when God takes us as his inheritance that the work of our hands is not futile and 
the only way God takes you as his inheritance is through Jesus Christ. Moses understood 
something of that, didn't he? Why did he ask God to take him and to take the children of 
Israel as his inheritance? Because we are a stiff-necked people. “Lord, we have no other 
hope but Your mercy. No other hope but Your grace.” Is this your prayer, my friend? 
“Lord, take me as Your inheritance because I am a stiff-necked man, a stiff-necked 
woman, a sinner who apart from Your grace will never bend the knee so be gracious, O 
Lord, and be merciful and pardon my iniquity and take me as Your inheritance. Let the 
blood of Jesus Christ wash away my sin. Let the righteousness of Jesus Christ be my 
clothes before You and establish the work of my hands in Him.”

You see, beloved, if your faith is not in him, then your life here is tragic and it is futile 
and it is passing away and really it will amount to nothing. But if your faith is in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, your life here is not tragic, nor is it futile, nor is it even passing away. Your 
life in Christ and your labor in him is not in vain. Who can measure the influence of a 
godly life lived unto the Lord and in the service of Christ? Who can measure the 
influence of a Moses? Who can measure the influence of a Paul? Sinful men, to be sure, 
both murderers, in fact, but sinners redeemed by the grace of God and made fruitful unto 
him. Who can measure the influence of a godly missionary who takes the gospel where 
it's never been heard? Who can measure the influence of a godly elder, a godly deacon in 
the church? Who can measure the influence of a godly husband, a godly wife. Imperfect 
but desirous of living daily at the foot of the cross and serving this great Savior. Who can 
measure the influence of a godly father, a godly mother, a Christian friend?

I remember well the plaque that hung in the home of a member of this church who died a 
number of years ago. It said very simply: 

“One life to live, twill
Soon be past 
Only what's done 
For Christ will last.”

We could paraphrase that as we look at a new year. 
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“2014 is here, but it will 
Soon be past
Only what's done 
For Christ will last.”

“Another year is dawning. 
Another year of service, of witness for Thy love, 
Another year of training for holier work above. 
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 
On earth, or else in heaven, another year for thee.”

May God give you grace to live each day of 2014 to his glory. May his great faithfulness 
give you strength for each day and bright hope for each tomorrow because through it all, 
he is leading you and he will lead you home. Amen.

Let us pray.

O Lord, our God, we are so thankful for the promises of your word that he who dwells in 
the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. That we 
may say of you, O Lord, that you are our refuge and our fortress, our God in whom we 
may trust. You are the God that shall deliver us from the snare of the fowler and from the  
perilous pestilence, a God who covers us with your feathers and under his wings we may 
take refuge. Your truth is our shield and buckler and so we need not fear. You are our 
refuge and our strength, a very present help and we thank you for being our God. We 
thank you for your great faithfulness and we thank you for what you have done, what you 
are doing, what you will yet do, because it is all to your glory and for our good. We 
thank you for your steadfast love and your great faithfulness. In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen.
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