
Wise Christians are Careful 
 Matthew 16:1 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, 

and tempting desired him that he would shew 

them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered and 

said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair 

weather: for the sky is red. 3 And in the morning, It will be 

foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye 

hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye 

not discern the signs of the times? 4 A 

wicked and adulterous generation 

seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be 

given unto it, but the sign of the prophet 

Jonas. And he left them, and departed. 5 And when his 

disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to 

take bread. 6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and 

beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
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and of the Sadducees. 7 And they reasoned 

among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no 

bread. 8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O 

ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, 

because ye have brought no bread? 9 Do ye not yet 

understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five 

thousand, and how many baskets ye took up? 10 Neither the 

seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye 

took up? 11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it 

not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of 

the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 

Sadducees? 12 Then understood they how that he bade 

them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the 

doctrine of the Pharisees and of 

the Sadducees. 
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1. Seeking Signs  

a. The Pharisees and Sadducees wanted to see signs 

i. Remember these people have just watched Jesus feed 

the 5,000 and the 4,000 

ii. They have seen limbs restored, the blind see, the deaf 

hear, etc 

iii. They ask for a sign to tempt or test Jesus 1 The 

Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting 

desired him that he would shew them a sign 

from heaven. 
1. Remember these are the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees? 

2. They desperately want to make Jesus fail? 

3. Can they challenge Him and make a fool of Him? 

4. Can they get Him to just show off? 

5. Are they really interested in seeing His power? 

iv. They still haven't seen enough to believe. 

v. They want to see something else 

vi. They can’t see because they refuse to believe:  

• The world says, “If I can see it, then I’ll believe it.” 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• The Bible says, “If you believe it, then you’ll see      

it.” 
vii.Jesus doesn't do things to show off or be seen 

b. It is really a question of signs or Scripture 

i. You need a sign because you can’t believe the Bible 

ii. You need something you can see and feel instead of just 

believing what God says 

c. Remember only unbelievers want to see a sign 4 A 

wicked and adulterous 

generation seeketh after a sign; 

and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign 

of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and 

departed. 

i. Wicked would refer to the opposite of saved or believer 

ii. Adulterous would refer to someone who is unfaithful so 

even if we were talking of a believer he would be 

unfaithful to his Lord 

iii. Satan will come with signs later on because people want 

to see them so badly II Thessalonians 2:9 Even him, 
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whose coming is after the working of Satan with 

all power and signs and lying wonders, 
Revelation 13:11 And I beheld another beast coming up 

out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and 

he spake as a dragon. 12 And he exerciseth all the power 

of the first beast before him, and causeth the 

earth and them which dwell therein to 

worship the first beast, whose deadly 

wound was healed. 13 And he doeth 

great wonders, so that he maketh fire 

come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of 

men, 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the 

earth by the means of those miracles 

which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; 

saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 

make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a 

sword, and did live. 15 And he had power to give life 

unto the image of the beast, that the image of 
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the beast should both speak, and cause 

that as many as would not worship the image of the 

beast should be killed.  

d. Only one sign will be given 4 A wicked and 

adulterous generation seeketh 

after a sign; and there shall no sign be given 

unto it, but the sign of the prophet 

Jonas. And he left them, and departed. 

e. As a wise Christian you should not be seeking signs or 

things that you can see, feel, and experience but the 

Word of God and what it says 

f. True faith is believing what He said not what you see 

g. Judge everything by what the Word of God says  

2. The sign of Jonah 4 A wicked and 

adulterous generation seeketh 

after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto 
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it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And 

he left them, and departed. 

a. The sign of Jonah has already been explained to us 

Matthew 12:40 For as Jonas was three days and 

three nights in the whale’s belly; so 

shall the Son of man be three days and 

three nights in the heart of the 

earth.  
b. Jesus was going to die, be buried, and rise again 

c. He has conquered death and hell Revelation 1:18 I am he 

that liveth, and was dead; and, 

behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and 

have the keys of hell and of death.  

d. The lesson was that they could kill Jesus but He would 

rise again John 2:19 Jesus answered and said unto them, 

Destroy this temple, and in three days 

I will raise it up.  
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e. This was the message that Peter preached on the day of 

Pentecost Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; 

Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 

among you by miracles and wonders and 

signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 

yourselves also know: 23 Him, being delivered 

by the determinate counsel and 

foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and 

by wicked hands have crucified and 

slain: 24 Whom God hath raised 

up, having loosed the pains of death: because it 

was not possible that he should be 

holden of it.  
i. Jesus died on purpose 

ii. God knew and willed it 

iii. God raised Him from the dead 

Wise Christians are Careful, Matthew, Vision Baptist Church, December 28, 2014                            Page �  of �8 15



iv. There was no way that death could hold Him 

f. It is through His sacrifice and victory that we have victory 

I Corinthians 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 

where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the 

strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which 

giveth us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  
g. So Jesus is the sign, His death, His burial, and His 

resurrection 

h. Our faith is in what Jesus did for us on the cross of 

Calvary and how He overcame the grave 

i. We will not look for another sign but believe what He gave 

us 

3. Men of little faith 8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said 

unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye 

among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread? 9 

Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves 

of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up? 10 

Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how 

many baskets ye took up? 
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a. Our little faith makes us not understand the lesson that 

Jesus is trying to teach us 

b. It was common in the Bible for men to confuse spiritual 

truth with something physical 

i. Nicodemus thought Jesus was saying that he literally 

would have to go back into his mother’s womb 

ii. The Samaritan woman had thought Jesus was talking 

about physical water when He was talking about 

spiritual life 

iii. The crowd thought that Jesus was talking about literally 

eating His flesh and drinking His blood when He was 

talking about being fully committed and believing Him 

c. Jesus often refers to their little faith  

i. When worrying about their physical needs  

Matthew 6:30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of 

the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the 

oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 

little faith?   
ii. When in physical danger 8:26 And he saith unto them, 

Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then 
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he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there 

was a great calm.  

iii. When Peter was sinking while walking on the water 

14:31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, 

and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little 

faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  

d. Little faith is much better than no faith and can grow into 

greater faith Mark 9:24 And straightway the father of the 

child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help 

thou mine unbelief. Luke 17:5 And the apostles 

said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.  

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God.  
e. Continue growing your faith. You might not be where you 

should be today but with every day you can grow  

4. The doctrine of Pharisees and Sadducees 11 How is it that 

ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning 
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bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of 

the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? 
12 Then understood they how that he bade them not 

beware of the leaven of bread, but of the 

doctrine of the Pharisees and 

of the Sadducees. 
a. Leaven represented something small that could have 

great influence 

b. Jesus was not talking to them about bread but about what 

was really important, their doctrine or teaching 

c. This is really a warning to beware of their influence in 

their lives, their way of thinking and living 

d. The leaven of the Pharisees was legalism 

i. They kept score by their rules and regulations 

ii. Their hearts were not right with God  

iii. They were phonies, they had external purity and no 

internal righteousness 

iv. Their legalism was a cover for their deadness and 

spiritual uncleanness Matthew 23:27 Woe unto you, 
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scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto 

whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 

beautiful outward, but are within full of 

dead men’s bones, and of all 

uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also 

outwardly appear 

righteous unto men, but 

within ye are full of 

hypocrisy and iniquity. 

v. Galatians was written to deal with legalism that had 

crept into the church 

e. The leaven of the Sadducees was liberalism 

i. They said, there are no miracles, no angels, no 

resurrection, nothing supernatural 

ii. For them religion was a means to an end 
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iii. Colossians was written to deal with this sort of 

liberalism that had crept into the church 

f. Be careful about doctrine 

i. What people believe affects how they live 

ii. Many talk today about loving Jesus and not being so 

hung up on doctrine but that is impossible  

iii. Get strong in doctrine, teaching, what the Bible says, 

and what you should believe 

5. Wise Christians are careful 

a. This passage has two warnings 

b. We are not to seek for signs but believe what God has 

already given us 

c. We are to be very careful about our doctrine 

d. Be careful about who you listen to and follow 

e. Be careful to check all doctrine with the Word of God 

f. Be careful of both traps 

i. Legalism where you follow rules 

ii. Liberalism where you use God for your purposes 

g. One is a show of how spiritual you are by what you do 

and don't do 
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h. The other is a prosperity gospel where God is a genie 

here to serve you 

i. Decide that you will become a servant of God and get into 

His book to know what is right 

j. Don’t fall into traps of allowing so much external influence 

without time in the Word of God 
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