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TEXT: Haggai 2:1-9 
PROP: Since God is pleased to dwell with his people and seeing that his glory is 

with his church we must work to build up the church and be faithful in our 
worship there. 

Haggai 2:1–9 (ESV) — 1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 2 “Speak 
now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, 3 
‘Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it 
now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, 
declares the Lord. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be 
strong, all you people of the land, declares the Lord. Work, for I am with you, 
declares the Lord of hosts, 5 according to the covenant that I made with you 
when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. 6 For 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7 And I will shake all 
nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house 
with glory, says the Lord of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
declares the Lord of hosts. 9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than 
the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the 
Lord of hosts.’ ”  

Haggai provides for us one of the shortest books in the Bible indeed, the 
second shortest in the Old Testament but his message is of the greatest 
importance to us. The ministry of Haggai took place during the rebuilding of the 
temple in Jerusalem around 520 BC. Both Israel, the northern 10 tribes, and 
Judah had long since been taken into captivity and the first temple, built by 
Solomon, had been destroyed. His prophecy consists of four brief messages to 
the people of God. Work on the temple had come to a standstill because the 
pagan nations near them opposed and interfered with the effort to rebuild. Then 
too rebuilding the temple was a formidable project and they had no hope of 
achieving the magnificence and glory of the first temple. They were discouraged 
and Haggai’s first message addresses their lethargy.  
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Haggai 1:7–11 (ESV) — 7 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. 
8 Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may take pleasure 
in it and that I may be glorified, says the Lord. 9 You looked for much, and 
behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? 
declares the Lord of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of 
you busies himself with his own house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you 
have withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. 11 And I have 
called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, 
on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and on all their labors.”  

Work on the temple lay fallow for 17 years but God in his mercy stirred up 
the people to finish the task and the second temple was dedicated on March 12, 
516 BC. The second temple was never intended to be as magnificent as the first. 
Solomon’s temple was the fullest expression of the art and skill of man and God 
was pleased to dwell there as he was with the tabernacle. Every part of it, as with 
the tabernacle, prefigured and symbolized Christ and the propitiation he effected 
for our sins. Of this first temple the sons of Korah wrote, 

Psalm 48:1–3 (ESV) — 1 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the 
city of our God! His holy mountain, 2 beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the 
earth, Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of the great King. 3 Within her citadels 
God has made himself known as a fortress.  

But the temple was never again to be so beautiful. If God had desired the 
second temple to equal the first we know that there would nothing to hinder it. But 
in God’s providence the Persian kings Cyrus and Darius who certainly had the 
resources to finish out the temple like it was before did not do so. In fact Cyrus 
placed limits on the size of the temple walls and Darius refused to provide the 
resources necessary for its original glory. As we look back in history we see that 
the temple continued to diminish in glory and significance until it was finally 
destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD never to be rebuilt again. Yet Haggai tells us 
that this latter temple will greater than the former. 

The temple in Jerusalem was no longer to be the place of outward worship 
therefore that it diminished in grandeur and significance is not difficult to 
understand. What gives the temple its true glory? The glory of the temple does 
not lie in the gold and silver of the temple. Its value and significance to the pagan 
mind was seen in the beauty of its architecture and in the treasure of precious 
metal in it. The Assyrian and the Babylonian coveted the physical riches of the 
temple typical of the pagan mindset. The true value and significance of the 
temple lay in the God of the temple, YAHWEH. It was the presence of God that 
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gave the temple its great value. The glory of the latter temple was to exceed the 
glory of the first because Christ himself would be in it. The gospel would be 
preached in it and through it and the miracles of Christ would be worked in its 
porches. The Lord of all creation would grace this latter temple with his physical 
presence. What could possibly exceed such glory? What could be there to give 
the temple any greater value? But sinful humanity cannot and does not see that 
the presence of Christ is valuable beyond compare. We continue to measure the 
beauty and desirability of our churches by their outward appearance, by their 
worship practices and by their social ministry. 

I want to turn your attention to the second message of Haggai expressed in 
verses 6-9 of our text in Haggai chapter 2. 

Haggai 2:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 “For thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a 
little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I will shake 
all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this 
temple with glory,’ says the Lord of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is 
Mine,’ says the Lord of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater 
than the former,’ says the Lord of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says 
the Lord of hosts.”  

This is a very difficult passage to deal with because it is capable of several 
meanings. We observe that the New King James Version capitalizes the words 
Desire of All Nations considering it to be a name given to the Messiah. Others 
such as the English Standard Version read: 

, Haggai 2:6–9 (ESV) — 6 For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in 
a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 
7 And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, 
and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, 
and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts. 9 The latter glory of this house 
shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this place I will 
give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.’ ”  

The idea here is that the desirable things of the nations such as their gold 
and silver, are to be brought as offerings in this true temple of God. The 
Septuagint, a translation of the Hebrew Old Testament into Greek from the send 
and third centuries BC, reads: (Haggai 2:7) 

7 καὶ συσσείσω πάντα τὰ ἔθνη, καὶ ἥξει τὰ ἐκλεκτὰ πάντων τῶν ἐθνῶν, καὶ 
πλήσω τὸν οἶκον τοῦτον δόξης, λέγει κύριος παντοκράτωρ. 
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And I will shake all the nations, and all the elect of the nations shall come, 
and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. 

That is to say that the desirable persons or the best part of the nations, shall 
come. They will be the living stones that comprise the temple of God. The value 
of the latter temple is therefore seen in the quality of the men that shall come and 
fill it. Not kings or nobles and not men of high caliber according to the standards 
of men but people of God’s choosing shall come into this temple. The elect of 
God are his special treasure, as Peter puts it, 

1 Peter 2:9–10 (ESV) — 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

To God, his people are his royal treasure, his secret jewels, the treasury of 
kings and as such they are very precious in his sight. Their death is precious to 
him. He loved them so much that he shed his own blood for them. For their sakes 
God restrains evil and has preserved many a nation. His people are the salt of 
the earth and their light influences many a dark place. The world often holds them 
in contempt as it does anything that has to do with YAHWEH but the sovereign 
God was pleased to make a people unto himself of those who are small and 
insignificant by the worlds standards—the off-scouring of the earth. These are the 
desirable ones out of all the tribes of the earth with which he will build his church. 
The desire of all nations shall come, that is to say, out of all the nations God will 
call his people to himself. The good seed of the Sower will find good soil 
prepared by the Spirit of God and certainly bring a harvest. Those who preach the 
gospel to the nations will not labor in vain. The latter temple will certainly be 
better than the first because the elect of God will come into his temple, into his 
church and God will certainly be glorified in the end. Not by the physical beauty of 
the temple or its great wealth by his bride for whom he died, will he be glorified. 
The desire of all nations shall come. 

Our text tells us that the Lord will shake all nations. His people do not come 
to him easily or naturally. So long as our hearts are hard and our eyes are blind to 
sin we will never come to Christ for grace. We need to be shaken. We need to be 
dragged but God who is all-powerful opens the hearts of his elect and they come 
him. He shakes by the Holy Spirit. He shakes by providence and by moving the 
human conscience and as the result desirable persons, his elect people, are 
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brought to himself. The stones that please God are surely brought to him and he 
builds them into a temple. 

1 Peter 2:4–6 (ESV) — 4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men 
but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones 
are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  

 Now let us consider another meaning of the text. When people from the 
nations of the earth come into God’s spiritual temple, his church, they bring with 
them desirable things. We consider not now the Septuagint rendering of the 
passage but that of the English Standard Version. 

Haggai 2:7 (ESV) — 7 And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all 
nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts.  

 He who comes to Christ brings all that he has with him and what is it that 
they hold dear now that they belong to Christ? Of course we bring all that we 
possess of this earth to Christ for his service but the things most important to the 
regenerate heart are love for God, faith in Christ and personal holiness. These 
things are the fruit of sanctification which is the work of God’s Spirit. Love for 
God, faith in Christ and personal holiness are the inevitable fruit of grace. Our 
relationship to God is far more valuable to us who have been converted than all 
the gold and silver in the world. We have heard of some of the first Spanish 
invaders going into a temple in Peru, and seeing floors, roofs and walls made of 
slabs of gold, stood speechless in awe. But in the Church there are slabs of faith 
on the floor of that great temple, and walls of love, of Christian self-sacrifice, and 
roofs of holy joy and Christian consolation. How glorious is the temple of God 
when his elect enter in to it and bring with them all the things that make it 
desirable to God. 

When our text speaks of the shaking of all the nations it refers to things that 
can be shaken. But the things that cannot be shaken will remain. 

Hebrews 12:25–29 (ESV) — 25 See that you do not refuse him who is 
speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 
earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 26 At 
that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I 
will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once 
more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have 



- 6 - 
 
 

been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28 
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and 
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our 
God is a consuming fire.  

 The Church can never be shaken. The desire of the nations shall never be 
shaken and the precious things that God gives to her shall never be shaken. 
Time will change many things. Great men and their wealth and power will come 
to nothing, they will shrivel up into something small and insignificant. And when 
the day of judgment comes how will those great men who are enemies of Christ 
fare? On the other hand, the very gates of hell cannot prevail against the church. 
The Lord will fill his temple with glory and God himself will dwell in it with his 
people and nothing anywhere can shake it. 

Psalm 46:4–6 (ESV) — 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of 
God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 5 God is in the midst of her; she shall 
not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. 6 The nations rage, the 
kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.  

 Glorious things are spoken of Zion the city of our God when God’s precious 
elect are there with their precious gifts and graces but there is yet another 
rendering of our text. Here the Desire of All the Nations is capitalized indicating 
that it is the name of a man, indeed a name of the Messiah. 

Haggai 2:7 (NKJV) — 7 and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to 
the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the Lord of 
hosts.  

 It is a rendering that is favored by a great number of theologians although 
the English Standard Versiion Study Bible notes “the immediate context here 
favors a reference to the things desired by all nations (i.e., the things precious to 
them). He who is the desire of all nations shall come, and that shall be the glory 
of the second spiritual temple. Jesus Christ, then, is the Desire of all Nations, if 
we read the text in this manner then this is doubtless true. All nations have some 
sort of desire for Christ be it ever so dim. The Jews of course looked for the 
coming Messiah but many others knew of the Jewish Messiah who was to come. 
We can remember the wise men, the Magi from Persia, who came to worship the 
Messiah for they had seen his star in the east. There was Rahab of Canaan, Ruth 
of Moab and Naaman the Syrian. Many others of whom we have no record may 
well have known of the coming Messiah at least as one who would deliver them 
from the afflictions. All the world desires a way to God and everyone is religious. 
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This is so because all men have souls. Everyone has a guilt complex but often 
they do not know how to deal with it. If they knew it they would desire Christ. 
They would want no other priest but Christ and no other mediator but Christ. 
When the heathen see Christ in all his glory at his second coming they will know 
him and desire him. Jesus is the only Savior of mankind. He is the only hope for 
sinners. Why should they not desire him? Paul tells us, 

Philippians 2:9–11 (ESV) — 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  

 Whether it is known or not, Jesus is the Desire of all Nations. The world 
wants a peacemaker and the cries for deliverance and peace are everywhere. 
We are all too familiar with the slaughter of people in the many current wars. The 
violence of school shootings, the killing of millions in China, Sudan, Syria, Egypt 
and on it goes.  Indeed the earth wants a peacemaker and the only one who can 
ever bring peace to this sin sick world is Jesus. His is indeed the Desire of All 
Nations or should be. See how our government is corrupt and everything it 
touches is debauched. Every program and every policy leads our country deeper 
into sin and misery. How can it be otherwise without Christ for he alone can bring 
peace. See how our education system fails to teach the law of God with 
disastrous results. Jesus is our Judge, our Lawgiver and our King. He alone can 
bring cogency and stability and peace to our nation and all her people. Jesus is 
the King of the Jews and the friend of the Gentiles. 

Isaiah 9:6–7 (ESV) — 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will do this.  

 But the nations do not know that Jesus is their Desire. They are groping in 
the darkness for him and do not know he is there. Jesus is the Desire of All 
Nations in that we desire him for the nations. Oh that the world was filled with the 
gospel of Christ! When will the world know him? When will Shiloh come to all 
mankind? Let us pray for it: let us labor for it. 
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Again Jesus is the desirable one of All Nations. He is altogether lovely. He 
is chief among ten thousand. He can never be matched by any other. There is 
none like him among men or angels. The sole glory of the church is her 
Redeemer, Jesus Christ the Lord. He is the glory of the whole earth now and 
when he comes again to take us to himself. If things were going right in the world 
we would not want Christ to come in a hurry but things are not right with the world 
so the church will say “Even so, come Lord Jesus.” The people of God pray “Your 
Kingdom come.” As Paul writes, 

Romans 8:20–25 (ESV) — 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 
for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

 The only relief from our earthly suffering is Jesus, blessed Jesus. The 
heart’s desire of the church of Christ is that he shall return and that at his return 
all the kingdoms of the earth shall be his. Oh hasten Lord Jesus. The glory of the 
church essentially lies in the Incarnate God who has come into her midst. He 
stands in the midst of the candlesticks and he is glorious! The Holy Spirit has 
revealed the deep things of God to us his people but we yet know little of the 
glory that shall be revealed in us. Indeed, Jesus is the Desire of All Nations. Is he 
your desire? Can you say with David, “He is all my salvation and all my desire? 
May the Lord bless you. May you all be part of his church and share in his glory. 
May God give us grace to lay hold of eternal life. Jesus says, “Look to me and be 
saved all you ends of the earth.” God grant it for Jesus sake. Amen. 
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