
THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 

8:6 

 

Intro:  As we begin considering the “better Covenant” which the writer of Hebrews will be referencing in the 

next several chapters of the book, it will do us well to lay down some foundational truths about these two 

covenants, so that we may clearly understand the teaching of Scripture concerning the new covenant.  We 

saw in the morning message that Christ is a more excellent representative for the people that the OT 

Priesthood was.   

I. He is himself a better ________________ than Aaron (“such” in 8:1) 

II. He works in a better _________________ (8:2,5) 

III. He is mediator of a better __________________ (8:6) 

IV. His work rests on better ___________________ (8:6) 

V. He has obtained a better __________________ as a whole (8:6) 

 

With these facts established by the writer, let’s consider some other things about Christ and the New 

Covenant--Christ’s ministry is more excellent than that of the OT high priests because: Vs 6 

I. He is the ___________________ of a better covenant than that which the OT high priests 

 represented 

 A. The “better covenant” that is referred to in this paragraph was announced by the Prophet  

  Jeremiah (Jer. 31:31–34). The promise was given in a prophecy that assured the Jews of  

  future ______________________. 

 B. Before our Lord went to Calvary, He celebrated the Passover with His disciples in the Upper 

  Room. At that supper, He instituted what we call “the Lord’s Supper.” He said, taking the cup, 

  “This cup is the new testament [_________________] in My blood, which is shed for you”  

  (Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:20). The Apostle Paul quoted these words and applied them to the  

  church (1 Cor. 11:23–27). 

 C. What, then, is the relationship between this New Covenant promised to Israel, but today  

  ____________________ by the church? Or, to state it another way, how can God promise 

  these blessings to the Jews and then turn around and give them to the church?  

  1. Some solve the problem by concluding that the _________________ is “spiritual  

   Israel” and that the New Covenant promises therefore belong to “Abraham’s spiritual 

   seed” today.  

   a. That believers today are the “spiritual seed” of Abraham is clear from  

    Galatians 3:13–29; but this is not the same as saying that the church is  

    “spiritual Israel.”  

   b. The promise quoted in Hebrews 8:8 specifically names “the house of Israel  

    and... the house of Judah.”  

   c. Once we are permitted to make such plain words as “Israel” and “Judah” mean 

    something else, there is no end to how we might interpret the Bible!  

  2. Others believe that this “New Covenant” has no present fulfillment in the church, but 

   that it will be fulfilled only when the Jews are re-gathered and the kingdom is  

   established at our Lord’s return to earth in glory.  

   a. But then we have the problem of explaining Hebrews 9:15 and 12:24, verses  

    that state that Jesus Christ is ________________ the Mediator of the  

    New Covenant.  

   b. To affirm that there are ___________ “new covenants,” one for Israel and  

    one for the church, is to create more questions!  

 D. Perhaps the solution is found in God’s principle of “to the Jew first” (Rom. 1:16). God did  

  promise a New Covenant for His people, but the ________________ of this covenant are  



  wrapped up in God’s Son, Jesus Christ. He is the Mediator of the New Covenant. When Jesus 

  began His ministry on earth, He went to His own people _______________ (Matt. 15:24).  

  When He sent out His disciples, He sent them only to Israel (Matt. 10:5-6). When He  

  commissioned the church to witness, He instructed them to ________________ in   

  Jerusalem (Luke 24:46–48; Acts 1:8). Peter’s message at Pentecost was addressed only to  

  Jews and to Gentiles who were Jewish proselytes (see Acts 2:14, 22, 36). In his second  

  recorded sermon, Peter clearly stated that the Good News of the Gospel would go to the  

  Jews first (Acts 3:25–26).  

 E. But the nation ________________ the message and the messengers. While it is true that  

  thousands of Jews trusted Christ and were saved, it is also true that most of the nation  

  _______________ the Word, and that the Jewish religious leaders opposed the ministry of 

  the church.  

 F. The church today is made up of ____________________ Jews and Gentiles who are one  

  body in Christ (Eph. 2:11–22; Gal. 3:27–29). All who are “in Christ” share in the New Covenant 

  which was purchased on the cross.  

  1. Today the blessings of the New Covenant are applied to __________________.  

  2. When Jesus comes in glory to ________________ Israel, then the blessings of the 

   New Covenant will be applied to the nation of Israel.  

 G. As I have stated in the past, we must not conclude that the existence of the New Covenant  

  means that the Old Covenant was _______________ or that the Law has no ministry today. 

  Both covenants were given by ______________. Both covenants were given for people’s  

  ______________. Both covenants had _______________ attached to them. 

II. The better covenant which Christ represents was established upon better _________________ 

 A. Even though the New Covenant of _________________ brings with it freedom from the  

  Law of Moses (Gal. 5:1), it does not bring freedom to __________________ God and commit 

  sin.  

 B. God still desires that the “righteousness of the Law” should be fulfilled in us through the  

  ministry of the _______________ _________________ (Rom. 8:1–4).  

 C. There is a ________________ use of the Law (1 Tim. 1:8–11).  

 


