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Scripture Reading: 

Luke 6:20  “Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: 
"Blessed are you poor, For yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are 
you who hunger now, For you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep 
now, For you shall laugh. 22 Blessed are you when men hate you, And 
when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for 
the Son of Man's sake. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed 
your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the 
prophets.  

 
46 "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I 
say? 47 Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will 
show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug 
deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the 
stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it 
was founded on the rock. 49 But he who heard and did nothing is like a 
man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which 
the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that 
house was great."” 
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The Blessing of a  
Solid Foundation 

 

In Matthew chapters five, six and seven we find the longest recorded 
discourse from Jesus which is commonly referred to as the Sermon on the 
Mount.  In Luke chapter six we now come to a similar teaching which I 
have outlined with a focused format in this morning’s order of worship. 

Before we look at the lessons we are to learn this morning from Luke, 
allow me to address some questions that naturally arise from these two 
accounts:  Are Matthew and Luke presenting the same sermon and how do 
we account for the differences: 

� One is short and the other very long 

� One given on a hill the other on a plain 

� One seems aimed at a Jewish audience, the other more toward 
Gentiles 

� They both have material not recorded by the other there 

We must remember that Jesus ministered for about three years and would 
have presented His most basic teachings over and over again:  Sometimes 
in long presentations like Matthew and at other times shorter ones like 
Luke gives us here.  Clearly Jesus would have presented His teachings on 
hills and on plains, as well as in front of different types of audiences.   

Matthew was addressing primarily the Jews in His Gospel so he records a 
time when Jesus gives a great many details about how they have misused 
the Old Testament Law. Luke is giving his orderly account to a gentile and 
thus gives a shorter version with the focus on the bottom-line of showing 
love and mercy as our Father in heaven does as you can see at the center of 
the outline. 

� Now IF we were working our way through Matthew’s Gospel, this 
would begin a rather long series of sermons on what is presented in 
the Sermon on the Mount. 
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� Since we are in Luke, there will only be a few sermons dealing with 
the outlined text before you this morning  

� BUT be assured that we will cover everything that Matthew gives in 
his complete sermon before we are through with Luke’s Gospel:  For 
example, Matthew includes the Lord’s Prayer being given in his 
sermon, but we will come to it in chapter eleven of Luke’s Gospel. 

Let me begin by pointing out some similarities between Matthew’s account 
and Luke’s that should not be missed: 

� Both say that the teachings are given to the Disciples:  Just as we do 
each week with our Covenant Renewal Worship the target audience 
are the sheep, though any who might visit or listen in from the 
hillside can benefit as well. 

� Both begin with a series of blessings  and end with the blessing of a 
solid foundation 

� Both have at the center the teaching of the Golden Rule:  The 2nd 
great commandment to love your neighbor as yourself. 

Again, Matthew addresses the Jews explaining how they had misused this 
commandment and challenging them to be “perfect, just as your Father in 
Heaven is perfect.”  Luke points to more practical applications for 
Theophilus but concludes with a similar admonition to “be merciful, just 
as your Father also is merciful. 

Tall orders indeed, but we should not despair:  This week we will see how 
we lay the proper foundation, next week we see what to avoid and then we 
learn that we can only bear good fruit if we are a good tree:   

� In other words we MUST be in union with the true vine:  We must 
have that gift of faith! 

So this morning…  Let us begin at the end!   

Everyone likes to hear the blessings listed in our text this morning:  Luke 
gives four and Matthew has nine. We want the Kingdom of God to be 
ours!  We want to be filled and to laugh.  And we certainly want our 
rewards in heaven. 
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However, it is the end in both sermons, where Jesus gives us the key to 
unlock these treasures.   

� Jesus concludes with a very simple illustration with profound 
implications  

When James wanted his readers to understand the importance of 
obedience, of being ‘doers of the Word’ he said that disobedience was like 
a man who looked at himself in a mirror and then forgot what he looked 
like:  We used the illustration of a young lady looking into her mirror after 
dinner and seeing a BIG piece of spinach right there!  Then doing as 
James said, and forgetting what she saw in that mirror  

� To ignore it would be VERY foolish….like not listening to Jesus AND 
doing what He says.  Jesus makes the same point in verses 46 and 47: 

“But why do you call Me ‘Lord Lord’ and do not do t he things which I 
say?  Whoever comes to Me, and hears my saying and does them, I will 
show you whom he is like.” 

� Jesus then uses a very simple illustration just like the mirror. 

Again at first blush it appears ridiculous:  NO ONE would build a house 
on the sand!  I guess the Gulf coast and our flood plains might be close! 

� The man who hears the words of Jesus and DOES them digs deep 
and builds on a firm foundation 

� The man who heard the words of Jesus and DID NOTHING build on 
sand. 

There is one and only one contrast here:  obeying what Jesus says verses 
NOT obeying what Jesus says. 

� In BOTH cases the words of Jesus are heard 

� In BOTH cases a house is built 

� In BOTH cases the storms come 

�  Obedience brings blessing 

� Disobedience brings disaster 
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Be assured that the storms WILL come:  Even if the wicked appear to 
prosper for all their lives, the final storm, the enemy of death cannot be 
avoided!   

David in Psalm 73 was overwhelmed by the apparent blessings that the 
wicked enjoyed until he “went into the sanctuary of God” and understood 
their end.  He came to see that “Surely You set them in slippery places; 
You cast them down to destruction.  Oh how they are brought to 
desolation, as in a moment!”  Or as Jesus tells us in verse 49 of this 
morning’s text, “[Their house] fell. And the ruin of that house was great.” 

� As we think about how it applies in our lives we need to remember a 
couple of important things: 

The obedience that Jesus calls for here is not some form of works 
righteousness:  Jesus does not expect us to be “perfect as our Father is 
perfect” with some sort of human effort:  Jesus is not telling us to obey so 
we can be attached to the vine:  He is telling us to be fruitful because WE 
ARE a branch in the vine! 

The second thing that we must remember is that building proper 
foundations takes time:  The text says that the man “dug deep and laid the 
foundation.”  We have watched the construction of a tall building where it 
seems to take forever to drive the piles into bedrock and pour the 
foundation and then the building seems to go up overnight.   

� With those things in mind let’s consider some applications for our 
lives: 

First and foremost, if the Word of God clearly commands you to do 
something, then you should….  OBEY 

But this needs to include some very practical areas as well as general 
things like “love your neighbor.”  I want to review some of them this 
morning, BUT do not let my leaving something out be a reason to ignore 
something the Lord is showing you at this time in your life! 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

A good example for Church of the King right now is new marriages! 

Jesus has some pretty clear things for us to “hear” regarding the 
preparation for marriage: 

� Abstinence as singles is a given 

� Children should begin at a young age to prepare as men to provide 
for their families and as women to be real helpmeets.  

[Discuss ‘entrepreneurial’ opportunities & hope chests]  

� The process of finding ones husband or wife must be honorable and 
involve both fathers 

There are other places where Jesus wants us to hear and obey when we 
come to the wedding and years after: 

� The wedding should focus on the vows being given before God and 
His witnesses 

�  The couple, both sets of parents and the church community must 
understand and help them practice the command to ‘Leave & cleave’ 

� The first year of marriage is to be a place where they get to know 
each other and grow as one flesh. 

� They should be willing and prepared to have whatever children God 
may bless them with. 

And speaking of children, since God has blessed us with so many covenant 
children this is another area of important applications 

� Again, we must not only hear what Jesus says, but be ready and 
willing to DO what Jesus says:  To do otherwise is building on sand! 

First we must debunk the modern myth of “quality time” as a replacement 
for “quantity time”    

� You will find NO quality time without putting in th e quantity time 
that Biblical parenting requires   

Read the first ten chapters of Deuteronomy and tell me that we do not 
need to spend a LOT of time with our children:  Talking to them when 
“you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up”  
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This does not sound like someone waiting for a little quality time to come 
along! 

� We simply must hear and DO what Jesus tells us to so they can grow 
& mature as Godly Saints   

We must teach them: 

� Proper doctrine: Deuteronomy & Proverbs 1-9 

� Proper habits:  Rest of Proverbs / Worship / Lord’s Table 

� Proper self-control:  Biblical discipline –  

Our desire is for them to be God’s mouth-pieces not mules! 

We are responsible for the children God has placed in our care and 
obeying or not obeying decides what foundation the lives of our future 
church leaders will be built upon! 

� And that should lead to some applications for us as a young church:  
Going slowly to make sure we are obeying all that God would have us 
do 

We want to lay foundations that can last for generations and avoid those 
that would be just shifting sand! This is true as we grow here at Church 
and the King and as we pray that we would be faithful and patient as we 
begin the new work in Menlo Park. 

� This needs to be a matter of MUCH prayer! 

And of course we cannot have a good American sermon without including 
some application for the individual! 

� We do stress the Biblical balance of community, but this community 
is made up of individuals:   

� We are the stones in the Church that Jesus is building so where we 
choose to obey or not to obey has very serious consequences 

The first step of obedience that we need today is for individual Christians 
to see that they in fact DO need to be part of the Church:   

� Christ’s Body;  
 The Temple of the Holy Spirit; 
 The New Jerusalem 
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� Not just their name written in the Book of Life, but participating in 
the local church with Baptism, Lord’s Table, worship and local 
covenants and community 

We must hear and OBEY the commands of Christ to have houses on firm 
foundation:  To be stones that strengthen Christ’s Church 

� A stone sitting off by itself is of no use to Christ’s Church! 

� A stone that crumbles under pressure or that is placed in a window is 
a hindrance to Christ Church. 

Take the time to ponder what the church in America would be like today if 
each and every individual Christian was willing to hear and obey what 
Jesus says about just these few things we have covered this morning! 

� As I said earlier, we all want the blessings:  To be in the Kingdom, 
happy and well fed looking forward to great rewards in heaven  

� The Good News of the Gospel is that we can have all of that and more 
IF we desire to be Christ’s disciples. 

� To do that we simply have to hear His words and DO them: 

As Jesus said to His disciples: “If you love me keep my commandments.” 

As we begin our new week celebrating the Lord’s Table, let us remember 
that we must love Him throughout the entire week hearing AND doing 
what He says. 

Jesus said this is the way to dig deep and put our foundation on bedrock so 
our house will NOT fall! 
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Communion Meditation: 

� The Passover meal was of picture of hearing and doing what God had 
said:  Obedience brought deliverance, disobedience brought death. 

Exodus 12:  12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and 
will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,  both man and beast; and 
against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord. 
13 Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on 
you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  

�   The storm is coming but their house will stand:   

�   We still celebrate the feast because God’s own Son was struck 
because of our sin… 

�   We don’t have animal blood to put on the doorpost:  But bread and 
wine that we will eat and drink s Jesus commanded –  
proclaiming that death until He comes— 

�   Celebrating our victory in Christ! 


