
God’s Design for Our Provision 
Stewardship By God’s Design 

 

Good morning, everyone.  Today I’m excited to begin a very practical series of messages about a 

subject that each of us deals with every week, if not every day of our lives.  I’m going to be teaching 

on “Stewardship by God’s Design.” The scriptures reveal to us that God has some things to say about 

work and earning a living.  He has some things to say about allocating and managing the resources 

we control so that the needs of our families are met, as well as partnering with God in helping others 

and resourcing His Kingdom. 

 

Did you know that God gave His people a plan and a system for meeting their basic needs, where 

exceptions and special situations would be accounted for?  A plan that raises the value of personal 

responsibility, as well as  cooperating with others to help others without enabling irresponsibility and 

laziness? And most important of all, did you know that God’s plan allows for Him to be honored, 

worshipped, and celebrated through our resources, as well as the good news of Jesus Christ reaching 

every nation? 

 

This may sound too good to be true, and if you did not know God had such a plan or if you’ve 

become fuzzy on the biblical principles for stewardship, then the next several weeks are going to be 

interesting, challenging, and hold potential of enormous blessing to you, your family, our community, 

and Trinity Baptist Church and the advancement of the gospel. 

 

The title of this series is “Stewardship By God’s Design.” And we’ll be looking at the ins and outs of 

income and expenditures. 

 

The teachings will be largely from the Old Testament, which provides the foundation for all New 

Testament practice.  We will look at God’s instructions to the children of Israel for life in the Promised 

Land.    The practices He gave them were couched in agricultural terminology and would ultimately 

have to serve as principles to live by as the economy evolved from 100% agricultural to include other 

types of economic activity.   

 

And of course, that is what the early church had to do and it’s what we have to do as God transforms 

us from people of this world into people of God. 

 

Turn in your bibles to Deuteronomy 8.  Today we are going to focus on “God’s Design for Our 

Provision.” 

 

Deut 8:1-18 

 

"All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to do, that you may 

live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord swore to give to your forefathers. … 

 

(2-6 is a reminder about their experience of God’s provision in the wilderness wandering but a new 

day and new ways are coming.  He’s no longer going to provide for them through daily manna for 



bread, sending them quail for meat, and miraculous water supply.  They were going to move to a 

much more natural system that involved work, rain, crops, mining, etc.)  Here’s how Moses explains it. 

 

 7 "For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and 

springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 

pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; 9 a land where you will eat food without scarcity, in 

which you will not lack anything; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig 

copper. 10 "When you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless the Lord your God for the good 

land which He has given you.  

 

11 "Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments and His 

ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today; 12 otherwise, when you have eaten 

and are satisfied, and have built good houses and lived in them,  13 and when your herds and your 

flocks multiply, and your silver and gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, 14 then your heart 

will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought you out from the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 15 "He led you through the great and terrible wilderness, with its 

fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water; He brought water for you 

out of the rock of flint. 16 "In the wilderness He fed you manna which your fathers did not know, that 

He might humble you and that He might test you, to do good for you in the end. 17 "Otherwise, you 

may say in your heart, 'My power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.' 18 "But you 

shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may 

confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.  

 

This passage speaks both directly and indirectly about both God’s involvement, as well as our own.  A 

heavy theme here is remembering God, His commandments, what God has done, etc.  And the 

remembering part we will look at next week.  But this week we’re going to learn what this passage 

teaches God’s people about the income side of the stewardship equation. 

 

Income Lesson #1: God provides Us Opportunity 

 

God provided His people land, water, natural resources and such.  All this was opportunity. 

 

7 "For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and 

springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 

pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; … a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you 

can dig copper.  

 

Opportunity was waiting for them.  What God had been doing for them during the wilderness was 

going to stop.  He had been feeding them with mannah from heaven and sending quail right to them.  

But that was a temporary plan, not a permanent plan.  

 

And if we’re smart, we do the same things with our children.  We make it possible for them to work 

and earn, but we should not have a “do nothing and I’ll meet all your needs” plan forever.  That’s what 

creates irresponsibility and laziness.   

 



Your child asks for something.  Give them an opportunity, not a wad of cash.   

 

God being our provider means He makes it possible.   

 

In v. 18 Moses says it is God who gives you the power to make wealth.  He has created us with 

ingenuity.  He created the earth with potential, which must be seen and gone after.   

 

If you are praying for God’s provision, you are praying for opportunity, not a hand out. 

 

Income Lesson #2: We must exercise personal responsibility. 

 

Our text largely assumes this piece.  He addresses the potential of pride when they work hard but 

forget where the opportunity and ability came from.  But the assumption is that before you can ever 

take all the credit for what you have accomplished, you have to have done something with what 

you’ve been given. 

 

“when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built good houses and lived in them,  13 and when 

your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, 

14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought you out from 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” 

 

Each tribe and clan was going to be assigned a plot of land.  Some plots would be larger than others.  

Some would be more productive than others.  There was no promise of fairness.   

 

But for what they would be given it would be up to them to make the most of it.  Some might say, 

“I’m just going to let whatever grows grow and I’ll take what I get.”  Others may cultivate, harvest 

seeds, plant, irrigate and what have you, and reap accordingly.   

 

But standing there and staring at it was as sure way to ultimately lose their land.  Poverty is not nearly 

so much of a lack of resources but a mentality that one won’t take what one has and make something 

of it.   

 

During our One Month to Live series, the groups who used the small group curriculum saw a man with 

no arms and no legs share about how God had given him his situation, not as a curse but as an 

opportunity.  When asked if he wished God had made him normal he said this.  Have a listen. 

 

(Video clip – Man with No Arms and Legs)  

 

When I was a teenager I learned to see the fact that grass grows and snow is in the way not as an 

annoyance, but as an opportunity God was giving me.  In the neighborhood I grew up in if you 

wanted to make money shoveling snow you couldn’t lay around all morning on a snow day.  You had 

to beat someone else to the job.  And then do a good job when you got one.   

 



This is the way God wants it to be.  Personal responsibility and seizing as opportunities what others 

might consider curses or just miss altogether is the kind of thing that puts you in a better and better 

position over time. 

 

In the land of Israel, guess who wound up with the use of others’ land when they lost control of it?   

The family that worked hard and didn’t wait for something good to happen on its own without any 

effort. 

 

The parable of the talents in Matthew demonstrates this part of God’s plan well.  And while the point 

of the parable is not really economic, the principle still applies. 

 

Matthew 25:14-30 

 

This parable teaches that God’s people are responsible to do something with the opportunities 

we are given.  We are accountable.  And faithfulness is rewarded.  And laziness and apathy 

result in less and less opportunity.  

 

What our society wants to do is take away from those that have worked hard and give it to 

those who squander opportunity.  It rewards irresponsibility.  And that is not God’s plan. 

And in our effort to help others out, even our own children, we need to keep this in mind:  

God’s plan is not a welfare state.  And the kind of help that incentivizes inactivity and ignorance 

is not wise stewardship of resources that are only gathered through hard and smart work. 

 

Paul once confronted some people in a church for taking end times doctrine as a rationale for not 

working.  You know what he told them?   

 

2 Thess 3:6-10  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from 

every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. 7 For you 

yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor 

did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and 

toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the 

right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 For even when we were 

with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." NIV 

 

The law of sowing and reaping applies to economics, evangelism, education, morality, and you name 

it.   

 

The question for us today at this point is this:  Do we recognize opportunities and the abilities we 

have as God’s provision, and are we doing something with those opportunities?   

 

Income Lesson #3: God adds His blessing when His people are obedient. 

 

Because God doesn’t want us to become proud...  Because God doesn’t want us to make idols of 

ourselves or of success…  His plan is to bless our efforts and our lives if we live in obedience to Him. 

 



 Turn in your bibles to Deuteronomy 28.   

 

God has a way of taking our labor and work and multiplying our effectiveness in various ways.  God 

has the power to bless and to curse the work of our hands.   

 

He has the ability to protect us or withhold protection according to Malachi 3 

 

Go back to Deuteronomy 8 now and take a look at vs.19-20.   

 

Deut 8:19-20 And it shall come about if you ever forget the Lord your God, and go after other gods and 

serve them and worship them, I testify against you today that you shall surely perish. 20 Like the nations 

that the Lord makes to perish before you, so you shall perish; because you would not listen to the voice 

of the Lord your God.  

 

And that’s exactly what happened a few centuries later, and God had to start all over again. 

 

God’s people are to be the people in the world who live to please, worship, and obey God.  A people 

who walk humbly with God knowing who to credit for the opportunity and the blessings.   

 

God’s ultimate plan for this world is that through His people and the lives we lead, and the message 

we share, that the world around us will see, hear, turn from their sin and join His community as fellow 

worshippers. 

 

It’s not just about earning a living and living a comfortable life.  If that’s all we do we miss the whole 

point of why we became His.  Our whole life is to be a means of God accomplishing His larger 

purposes of redemption in this world.  And how we respond to the opportunity He gives us plays a 

role in that. 

 

How we conform to His standards of conduct and values plays a role in that.  And He rewards it.   

 

The ultimate objective of giving the Israelites the Promised Land was not food and livelihood.  It was 

for them to live godly, upright lives at the crossroads of the world and become that people through 

whom the Good News of God’s love would ultimately reach the whole world.   

 

That was the purpose of the land.  That was the purpose of the commands.  That was the purpose of 

the blessing.  That world may know that He is God, and the good and righteous God He is. 

 

The opportunities God gives each of us, the education that we each have been afforded, the skills, the 

family, the trials, the tragedies -- all of it is opportunity to seize for the glory of God and for our good 

and the good of our family.   

 

Romans 8 says as much when we read “and God causes all things to work together for the good of 

those who love him and are called according to his purposes.” Romans 8:28 

 



Now, next week we’re going to turn to the distribution side:   God’s plan for what we do with what we 

earn.  And this side of the balance sheet also is intended for glorifying God through the way we live 

and through what we value.   

 

Conclusion: 

 

But for today, let me remind us all of a few important things. 

 

1. Each of us has God-given potential and opportunity.  Are we are seizing it or squandering it. 

2. God wants to bless your work AND your obedience, not de-incentivize you by just handing you 

things. 

3. You honor God by putting in a full day’s work for a full day’s pay.  As long as your job isn’t 

sinful, it’s a job through which you can be a witness, demonstrate personal responsibility, and 

glorify God. 

 

 Let’s make sure that we are operating within the plans God has for His people to be productive 

citizens and a blessing to our community by joining hands with God and carrying the weight He has 

made us to carry.  Avoiding at all costs putting the weight of our existence upon others. 

 

And finally let me say this.  The most awesome opportunity that God has placed before any of us is 

the opportunity to become a child of God and therefore fellow heirs with Christ. 

 

The greatest opportunity in all the world has come to us in the person of Jesus Christ, who took upon 

Himself the sins of the world, opened the door to a relationship with Father God through faith in Him, 

and can make you a son or daughter of royalty.   

 

Those who seize that opportunity by putting their faith in Jesus Christ and surrendering their life fully 

to Him receive a boatload of privileges and opportunities and blessings that can be received no other 

way. 

 

Let’s Pray 

 

 

 


