
Being Part of the Local Church: 

Does It Really Matter? 

 

I. Introduction 

A. Four perspectives?  

B. Let’s be careful 

II. What Did Jesus Say About The Church?  

A. Jesus: A Great Place To Start 

1. He is the Head of the church 

2. He only spoke of the church twice 

during his first advent ministry 

B. Jesus connects the Kingdom with the church 

1. Matthew 15:1-16:28 (especially 16:13-

20) 

a. Kingdom talk and work in 

Matthew 15 

b. Build my church (16) 

c. Keys of the kingdom (16) 

2. Matthew 18 (especially vs. 15-19) 

a. Greatest in kingdom (1) 

b. Like children (2-6) 

c. Woes to stumbling blocks and 

self-discipline (7-9) 

d. Love and care for the community 

of the kingdom (10-14) 

e. Organic life of care in the church 

(15-20) 

f. The life of forgiveness in the 

community of faith (21-35) 

C. Jesus mostly spoke of the kingdom, but married 

both the institutional and practical applications 

of kingdom life to the organic institution that is 

the church.  

III. The Rest of the New Testament  

A. The term “church” is used 110 times in the 

Greek NT 

1. 2 by Jesus in the gospels 

2. 18 by Jesus in Revelation 

3. 90 by everyone else 

B. Of those 90 uses, only 10-12 are clearly in 

reference to “the church universal.” All others: 

1. …are in reference to a particular church 

or regional group of churches 

2. …are in reference to some implied 

particular church, but in a 

general/generic sort of way 

C. What can we glean from Jesus marrying the 

kingdom concept with the church, and the vast 

majority of the references to the church being 

about a “local” church or churches?  

1. We should think of the church less as a 

“volunteer organization” or something 

we “join” and more in kingdom 

concepts, such as submitting to a church 

2. We should consider the local church as 

an “embassy of the kingdom” (Leeman) 

3. The metaphors for the church in the NT 

should heighten our sense of importance 

of the local church in our own lives 

a. Family 

b. Marriage 

c. Vine/Branches 

d. Shepherd/Sheep 

e. Living Stones/Building/House of 

God 

IV. If We Were To Connect All The Dots 



A. The following traces what we would find if we 

scanned the whole NT concerning the church 

and its local expression 

B. This material is from Jonathan Leeman’s book, 

“Church Membership” 

1. The church’s very existence unifies 

around the message of a Savior and Lord 

2. Christians are ordinarily united to 

individual but interconnected churches 

3. Christians collectively identify 

themselves as churches 

4. Christians possess a special power and 

corporate identity when formally 

assembled (1 Cor. 5:4; 11:18) 

5. The first step of the Christian life is 

baptism – always (Acts 2:38, 2:41, 8:12, 

9:18, 16:33, 18:8, 22:16; assumed by 

Paul in Romans 6:3) 

6. Christians are commanded to separate 

themselves from and not formally 

associate with the world (1 Cor. 5:9-10 

& 2 Cor. 6:14-17) 

7. The life and authority of the local church 

shape and orient the lives of its members 

(Rom. 12:4-16; 1 Cor. 5:11; Galatians 

2:11-12; 1 Timothy 5:9-10; Hebrews 

10:34; 1 Peter 4:8-11) 

8. Christian leaders are made responsible 

for specific sheep (1 Peter 5:2; Acts 

20:28) 

9. Christians are responsible to submit to 

specific leaders (Heb. 13:17; 1 timothy 

5:17) 

10. Christians exclude false professors from 

the fellowship (1 Cor. 5:13; Titus 3:10; 1 

John 2:19) 

V. So, How Should This Look?  

A. The upcoming weeks 

B. Participation in the kingdom 


