
Basics of the Faith 
The Bible 
 

Statement of Faith 

Bible Saturated/Thoroughly Biblical – It is our desire to be thoroughly biblical in the totality of our lives. Our 
purpose, our methods, and our goals must be based upon the Word of God. We reject the modern concept 
that biblical goals can be achieved by man-centered, man-empowered methods. Our theology must dictate 
our methodology. (2 Tim 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:20) 

 

Catechism: Of the Scriptures 

We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly 
instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its 
matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end 
of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, 
creeds, and opinions should be tried. 
 



What is the Bible? 

Our understanding of what the Bible is depends on our worldview. 

Depends on our understanding of Who God is. 

It is God’s Word! 

Low view of God = low view of Scripture 

Wrong god = wrong/distorted writings 

Assuming a high view of God 

“Any responsible look at a single Christian belief should be based on what God says about the subject. 
Therefore, as we begin to look at a series of basic Christian beliefs, it makes sense to start with the basis for 
those beliefs – God’s words, or the Bible. One topic the Bible thoroughly covers is itself; that is, the Bible tells 
us what God thinks about His very words.” - Wayne Grudem – Christian beliefs 

 



Hebrews 1:1-2 ESV  

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, (2) but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 

The Bible is YHWH’s revelation of Himself and His plan for the redemption of His creation from the Fall. 

2 Peter 1:19-21 ESV  

… we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining 
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, (20) knowing this first of all, that no 
prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. (21) For no prophecy was ever produced by the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

He is the first Author of the Word 

The first written record of YHWHs words was physically produced by God Himself! 

We believe that Moses wrote most of what we find in the Pentateuch, the first 5 books of the Bible. 

Look what he wrote: 

Exodus 24:12 ESV  

The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, 
with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction." 

YHWH Himself actually wrote the Law on the stone tablets Moses carried down from Mount Sinai! 

Moses only recorded the event for us. 

God spoke the universe into existence. 

Jesus, God-the Son, is the manifestation of His Word. 

The Bible is the written account of how the plan of redemption has unfolded and was revealed to mankind 
gradually over millennia. 



Questions about the Bible: 

List group’s questions. 

Introduction 

Vast majority of people in America have heard of the Bible,  

Original Europeans were largely Believers 

At least had some knowledge of the Bible 

Unlike when this country was founded, very few know much about it;  

Even applies to most people who would call themselves Christians. 

Why do you think that is? 

Partly because most churches don’t even teach the Bible anymore  

Partly because fewer people are even going to church than ever before.  

Biggest reason is because most people have no interest in reading the Bible. 

We will see why, shortly! 

Bible 

First book printed in the US. 

Authorized and paid for by Congress! 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV  



All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, (17) that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

What is the “all Scripture” that Paul was talking about here?  

When we think of Holy Scripture, we think of the whole of the Holy Bible, but for Paul, “all Scripture” was primarily the 
Old Testament. 

It didn’t take long before Paul’s writings were considered as Holy Scripture as well, at least by the Apostle 
Peter:  

2 Peter 3:15-16 ESV  

And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the 
wisdom given him, (16) as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in 
them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 
Scriptures. 

Paul himself attested to the writings of Luke as Scripture by repeating Luke’s quote of Jesus in Luke 10:7. 

1 Timothy 5:18 ESV  

For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain," and, "The laborer deserves his wages." 

Luke 10:7 ESV  

And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from 
house to house. 

The Apostle John stated that Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would bring all things to the Apostles’ 
remembrance.  

John 14:25-26 ESV  

"These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. (26) But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 



Why would people not want to read the widest selling, most helpful book ever written? 

Because most people are sons and daughters of Adam, not children of the Living God! 

If you were given a letter to read that was actually a loving message from a parent to their child, what would 
you do with it?  

You might read it, or at least start to.  

You likely would soon lose interest in it because it really didn’t mean anything to you. 

That is how it is with the Word of God!  

Those who are not born again are reading someone else’s mail when they try to read the Bible. 

Deuteronomy 29:2-4 ESV  

And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: "You have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of 
Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, (3) the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, and those 
great wonders. (4) But to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear. 

Not only do those who are not born again not want to read God’s word, they can’t understand it when they 
do!  

1 Corinthians 1:18 ESV  

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 ESV  

"The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, 
that we may do all the words of this law. 

Moses was speaking to the people of Israel, but the same applies to us, since all who are true Believers in 
Christ are Israel! 



So, what is this book we call the Bible and refer to as Scripture that we can’t even truly understand unless 
God gives us hearts to understand what He has revealed in it? 

The word bible just means “book” and scripture just means “writings”.  

Muslims who are true to the Koran and its teachings would refer to Christians as “people of the book”!  

What makes the Bible different from other books is that it is the very written Word of God! 

Other religions, at least those who believe in a single god, such as Islam, Judaism and some of the pseudo-Christian 
cults and movements also believe their so-called holy books are the written word of the gods they follow.  

So, what makes the Bible different from those books? 

Most of the other religions’ books were written in very short time periods, relatively recently. The exception to that, 
of course is Judaism since it shares its text with the Bible. 

With the exception of Judaism, they usually claim to be the result of direct dictation or copying of actual writings of 
their god or founder. 

“Isn’t that what the Bible claims about what we find in the last part of Exodus and in Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy, even in the writings of the Prophets?  

That is true.  

The first written record of the Word of God was authored by YHWH Himself on Mt. Sinai! 

All throughout the OT, especially the Prophets, we read: “The word of God…”  

While the Bible shares that characteristic with those works in part, there are important differences. 

Many, if not most of those works don’t contain any verifiable historic information;  

The Bible is full of facts that can and are regularly being verified by historians and archeologists 
 Those facts include confirmation of the prophecies made when “the Word of God” was spoken by a Prophet! 

The bible even prescribes what to do with those who make false prophecies! 



Unlike the other books that claim to be, the Bible, as the original translators acknowledged by putting it in the title, is 
Holy! 

The word holy means “set apart” or, as another word you might hear describes it, “sanctified”.  

It means “morally and ethically whole or perfect; free from moral evil”.  
This speaks something about the Authority of Scripture, which we will look at in later lesson 

So, we have 66 books 

39 Old Testament 

27 New Testament 

Agreed upon based on criteria mentioned. 

Why do different Bibles have different books or a different order? 

Roman Catholic and early Protestant: 

Include “Apocrypha” 
Books that are not considered inspired, but valuable for teaching and information 

Roman church has reduced inspired Scripture to the same level as Apocrypha by elevating church tradition and 
human teaching above it and including them in the body of Scripture. 

Protestants didn’t remove the Apocrypha from the body of Scripture, the Roman church added them. 

Both groups included the books as a separate section in Bibles until the Council of Trent in the 1500s when the 
Roman church made them part of the body. 

Not long after, printing Protestant Bibles with the Apocrypha stopped altogether. 

Apocrypha include many factual/historical errors and contradictions. 

Apocrypha contain writings that support errant Roman doctrines that Protestants disavow. 

Jewish Bibles (Tanahk) 



“The Law and the Prophets” 
Luke 24:27 ESV  

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself. 

Luke 24:44 ESV  

Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled." 

Most common variant: 
Chumash / Torah / Five Books of Moses (Pentateuch) 

Bereshit / Genesis; Shemot / Exodus; VaYikra / Leviticus; BaMidbar / Numbers; Devarim / Deuteronomy 

Neviim / The Former Prophets 

Yehoshua / Joshua; Shoftim / Judges; Shmuel A and B / 1—2 Samuel; Melachim A and B / 1—2 Kings; 
Yishiyah / Isaiah; Yermiyah / Jeremiah; Yechezchial / Ezekiel 

Treisar / The Latter Prophets 

Hoshea / Hosea; Yoel / Joel; Amos / Amos; Ovadiyah / Obadiah; Yonah / Jonah; Michah / Micah; Nachum / 
Nahum; Habakuk / Habakkuk; Tzefaniyah / Zephaniah; Haggi / Haggai; Zechariyah / Zechariah; Malachi / 
Malachi 

Ketuvim / The Writings 

Tehilim / Psalms; Mishlei / Proverbs; Eyov / Job 

Megilot, which includes: 

Shir HaShirim / Song of Songs; Ruth / Ruth; Eichah / Lamentations; Keholet / Ecclesiastes; Esther / Esther; 
Daniyel / Daniel; Ezra / Ezra; Nechemiyah / Nehemiah; Divrei Yamim A and B / 1—2 Chronicles 

I heartily suggest reading the OT books in this order at least once. 



Another suggested reading is the chronological order of writing, especially of the NT. 

Chronological order of events is another option 
Be careful of the way some events are broken up because the exact order isn’t known, so editors do what their name 
implies and they editorialize by imposing their beliefs or understanding on the order. 

The reason for the differences has to do with how we got our bibles. 
 



How did we get the Bible? 

General 

Most people today, if they give any thought to the Holy Bible at all, don’t really bother to learn about how God provided it, 
protected it and propagated it around the world, so that it became the most read book in the entire world. 

 Most people who have any familiarity with it know that there are two major divisions, the Old and New Testaments, as 
they are called. 

Testament” is another word for witness or covenant.  

A Covenant is the most solemn kind of promise there is. A true covenant can only be broken by the death of one of the 
people who made the promise!  

So, what we have in the Bible are two witnesses or promises about God, from God. 

If we look at the Law given to Israel in the Old Testament, we see something very interesting:  

Deuteronomy 17:6 ESV  

On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not 
be put to death on the evidence of one witness. 

Deuteronomy 19:15 ESV  

"A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense 
that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. 

We also see this referred to in the New Testament: 

Matthew 18:15-16 ESV  

"If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. (16) But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

This is a description of church discipline: the method the church is to use to deal with professing believers who are 
caught in sin.  



Paul speaks of this as well: 

2 Corinthians 13:1 ESV  

This is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge must be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

1 Timothy 5:19 ESV  

Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

However, the most important references in the New Testament are found in the Gospel of John. 

When Jesus was questioned by the religious leaders after he restored the lame beggar who couldn’t get into the pool to be 
healed, he responded by reminding them of the need for two witnesses. (John 5:32-40) 

Another time we see this is in John 8:12-18 

So, what we have are those two witnesses: the Old Testament and the New.  

They both bear witness to the Messiah or Christ, Jesus.  

In that way they are similar.  
  



Writing 

One of the interesting differences, between the Old and New Testaments though, is how they came to be written.  

The Holy Bible we have today was written over a long period of time, a long time ago, by over forty different writers in 
different places. 

 The Old Testament was written over about a thousand years, with the last book written over four hundred years before 
Jesus was born.  

The New Testament was written in about one tenth of that time and the last book was written less than one hundred 
years after Jesus was born.  

There is some dispute about not only when the last book was written, but what it was!  

Great agreement on what books are to be included. 

Development/Spreading 

Contrary to what some would have you believe, the church didn’t pick and choose between a large number of books and 
then make up a list of what would be in the Holy Bible.  

First of all, the Old Testament was completed over four hundred years before the Christ was born.  

For most of those four hundred years, that was the Holy Bible.  

It was written mostly in Hebrew, the language of the Israelites, but some passages were in a language called 
Aramaic. 

About one hundred and fifty years before Jesus’ birth, Greek had become what we might call the “universal” 
language.  

It was the language of business and government all over the lands where the Holy Bible was written,  
From Egypt to Babylon and from Arabia to Asia Minor, much as English has been the “universal” language in a lot of 
the world for a couple of hundred years.  
It was even prevalent in the Alexandrian community in Egypt. 



In order to ensure that the Scriptures would continue to be read by as many people as possible, what we know as the 
Old Testament was translated into Greek around 150 BC. 

We know that version as the Septuagint, sometimes written as “LXX”, which are Roman numerals for seventy.  
The seventy is significant because the translation is traditionally believed to have been done by a committee of seventy 
Greek speaking Jewish scholars. 

The part of the world where the events recorded in Holy Scripture take place was, for all practical purposes, the 
“center of the universe” with respect to travel, trade and, for that matter, western civilization at the time they were 
translated into Greek.  

Set the stage for the spread of the Gospel after Christ’s coming.  

When the Gospel went out from those lands, not only the New Testament, but the Old Testament as well, could be 
read and understood.  

By the time Jesus was born, the Septuagint was the most common version of the Old Testament. 

This is just one example of how God guided events to ensure that His Word was spread throughout the world.  

Not only was there a “universal” language at that time, something else had occurred that God used as well.  

The establishment of the Roman Empire! 

The Roman Empire was the greatest Empire that had ever existed up until that time and it was still growing.  
With it grew a great network of cities and to connect those cities, roads.  
Those roads were protected by the Roman army, so it was possible for people to travel further and faster than ever 
before and that meant that information, including the Holy Scriptures and, especially, the Gospel message could 
spread wherever Rome was in control. 

We see that the Lord intended this means to be used by what we read in Colossians 4:16: 

Paul instructs the Colossians to read his letter, but to read one from Laodicea and to have his letter to them read in 
the assembly at Laodicea, as well. 

This shows us how the writings that became the New Testament were distributed among the various assemblies. 



In a short time, these writings spread throughout the Roman Empire and beyond! 

So, now we have the original manuscripts and the first few generations of copies being spread throughout the “known 
world”. 

From Scrolls to Portable Devices? 

Original languages: 

Old Testament: 

Hebrew and Aramaic 

Translated into Greek around 150 B.C. 
New Testament: 

Originals and most first generation copies in Greek 

Date of writing: 

Almost all dates are debated to some degree, but general time frame is set. 
Old Testament: 
Beginning roughly 1500 years B.C., events from the beginning of time were recorded. 

Genesis: Oral histories finally written by Moses 

Part of the story of Joseph not normally recognized: 

Genesis 45:7 ESV  

And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. 

Joseph was sold into Egypt; Moses, a descendant of Levi, was adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter and taught to 
write 

Last O.T. book written over 400 years B.C. 



New Testament: 
1st book likely James, around 10-15 years after crucifixion. 

Last book is debated. 

Revelation is generally accepted as the last book by Dispensationalists, etc. 

John’s Epistles are accepted by most Reformed scholars as Revelation is believed to have been written before 
70 A.D. 

Overall timeframe important 
More copies of the Bible, especially New Testament, closer to events and original writing than all other ancient books 
combined 

  



Canon 

Canon (established measure) was complete by the end of the first century 

Generally accepted by majority of assemblies throughout the Christian world in early centuries. 

We have evidence, in writings such as the Muratorian fragment, part of a first or second century letter, that almost all of 
what we consider the New Testament was established before the end of the second century, at the latest. 

Only Hebrews, James and Peter’s Epistles are not listed and even Peter’s letters may have been included under the 
title “Revelation of Peter”. 

The Canon was finally confirmed by the Synod of Carthage (397), not the Council of Nicaea (325) 

Three things were used to judge which of the books written after the time of Jesus that claimed to be Scripture should 
actually be included in the New Testament. 

The first of these was that the book or letter had been written by one of the Apostles, a close associate of the Apostles 
or someone else who had firsthand knowledge of the events of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension. 

The others were:  

That the book or letter had already been in wide circulation and accepted by the many churches in existence at the 
time that the decision was made in the fourth century 
(Remember what Paul instructed the assembly at Colossi?) 

 And  

That nothing in the book or letter conflicted with or contradicted other Scripture, especially the Old Testament. 
  



Translations 

First translations from Greek were into the languages of the nations the Gospel spread to. 

Middle East 

Africa 

Southern Europe. 

Since most people couldn’t read, only the educated (and rich) could have copies outside of the Assemblies. 

Latin: 

As the Roman Empire grew, Latin became more and more the “universal” language. 

Western Empire needed standardized Latin version 

Jerome, a monk in Jerusalem, translated the Bible into “common” Latin, known as “Vulgate” (vulgar or common) 

Completed around 405 
Jerome, and the rulers of the assemblies, believed that everyone who was capable should be able read the Scriptures: 

'Ignorance of the scriptures', he wrote, 'is ignorance of Christ'. 
Latin has remained the “universal language” of the Roman church until recently. 

Beginning around 600 the Scriptures became increasingly restricted to the clergy. 

Olde Anglishe: 

Ever hear of “Caedmon’s Call”? 

They are named after one of the first translators of the Bible into what would eventually become English. (7th 
century) 
Caedmon was an English monk and shepherd who sang Bible stories in his native tongue. 

  



Seven hundred years later, the first true “English” translation appears by the hand of John Wycliffe. 

You wouldn’t recognize it as English, since the language has changed a lot in the 700 years since then. 
Wycliffe was condemned for his efforts after his death and his bones were dug up, burned and the ashes dumped in 
a river. 

In between, a man known as the “Venerable” Bede, another English monk translated the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles 
Creed and parts of the Bible into Old English. 

His last words are said to have been a translation of a part of John 6:9. 
Also in between Caedmon and Wycliffe, chapter numbers began to appear. 

A New Greek New Testament: 

Not long after Wycliffe, another man, Desiderius Erasmus published a new, version of the New Testament in Greek. 

Wycliffe used the Latin Vulgate and an old copy of the Greek and Hebrew writings. 

Due to the spread of Islam, many ancient Greek texts and those in other Mediterranean languages were brought to 
the West for preservation. 

Erasmus used these to create a new, more accurate New Testament. 

This became the basis for what we know as the “Textus Receptus”. 

Process continues today in ESV, etc. 
  



Middle English: 

Things begin to move quickly after the middle of the second millennium. 

A man named William Tyndale, frustrated with the ignorance, not just of the common people, but the clergy as well, 
undertakes to translate the Bible into English. 

Refused permission by church officials 
Punishable by death 
Tyndale was fluent in 8 languages 
Fled to Germany and finished the NT in 1526. 

He smuggled them into England and, ironically, was able to finance his efforts with money the Roman church officials 
paid to buy up his works for destruction! 

He was in the middle of translating the OT when he was betrayed, arrested and executed. 

However, the work didn’t stop. 

Two things were happening that were to have the greatest effect on the spread of the Bible around the world until 
the invention of the internet! 

High tech and the High Seas 

Printing press with moveable type invented 

Johannes Gutenberg around 1440 
Greatly improved speed and reduced cost of printing 
1st book printed was Bible 

Britain becomes a world power and begins to spread empire 

Eventually reached every continent 
Sun never set on British Empire 



A New Beginning 

Henry the 8th became King of England 

Broke away from the Roman church and formed a new national church in England. 
Conditions didn’t improve 

Translating the Scriptures into English was still capital offense. 

As he was being executed, it is said that Tyndale made a prophetic request: 

Lord! Open the King of England’s eyes! 
One year later, the finished English translation known as the Matthew’s Bible was approved by King Henry! 

This was a rework of a translation done by Miles Coverdale based on Tyndale’s work. 
Coverdale next produced what was the first “official” Bible in English, the Great Bible, so called because it was huge! 

Verse numbers began to appear in Bibles around this time, as well. 

“Modern” English 

Expatriate English Protestant refugees in Europe created their own version of Scripture, again, using Tyndale as 
their base. 

Known as the Geneva Bible. 
Famous for margin commentary notes, especially with respect to the “divine right” of kings. 

The Bible used by Shakespeare and Bunyan 
  



The “Authorized” version: 

Finally, we come to the most recognized version of the English Bible: the King James Version. 

Based on the work of a number of prior English translations as well as other language versions 
Created by committees 
Ordered by King James I  
Three different versions printed by three different printers who each editorialized their versions. 
Text standardized in 1769, so the 1611 KJV Bibles we have today are not really 1611 versions! 

  



Modern Translations and Paraphrases: 

Since the publication of the KJV, there have been numerous updates and some other publications of Scripture. 

Broad spectrum: 

Literal - Word-for-word (also known as formal equivalence) 
Convey exact meaning of the words 

Sometimes hard to read 

Most accurate for study 

e.g.: Young’s Literal to ESV/NASB to King James 

Paraphrase - Thought-for-thought (also known as dynamic equivalence) 
Conserve concepts rather than words 

Easy to read 

Least accurate for study (open to editorializing) 

e.g.: Message, Living Bible 

Cult versions 
Several additional versions created by cults such as Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Changes made to support heretical teachings. 

As we have seen, there is a lot most of us have never been taught about God’s Word and how He has provided it, 
preserved it and promulgated it. 

If you are interested, I can recommend a number of resources for further study. 

Questions? 

How did we do? 


