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When you wake up what do you see? Do you see a schedule so busy that it doesn’t seem 
possible to get it all done? Do you see a marriage that isn’t all that you hoped it would 
be? Do you a see a workplace that is a place of pressure and difficulty? Do you see a 
surrounding world that seems like it has more temptations than benefits? Do you see 
children that seem like they need more care than you have the strength to give? Or maybe 
you see parents that don’t seem to ever really understand you? Do you see pressures at 
your university setting between classes and just the godlessness of that environment that 
seem never to lessen in their stress? What is it that fills your eyes when you awake in the 
morning? 

I have a dear friend, George, who’s completely blind. I’ve learned a lot about vision from 
George. But I’ve learned this amazing thing and it’s this, that the most important vision 
system of a human being is not the physical eyes. The most important vision system of a 
human being is the eyes of the heart. And what the eyes of the heart see, what fills the 
eyes of your heart will determine the way that you live. George is the man who is blind 
physically but he sees, he really sees. In fact, there are times when I’m with George and I 
think, “I wish I had the vision that this man has.” Because George lives with eyes wide 
open. To the glorious realities of the grace of his Savior. And it shapes the way he lives 
his life.

When you awake in the morning, when you course you way throughout your day, what is 
it that you see?

Turn with me to Ephesians 1. We’re going to be looking at a wonderful pastoral prayer 
prayed by the Apostle Paul, he prayed for the church in Ephesus and actually a prayer by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit prayed down the ages for us. Let me read for you 
beginning with verse 15, 

“For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he 
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worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all 
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”

Notice what Paul is praying for here. Look at verse 17, “that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened.” Paul’s prayer is that we 
would live with wisdom and understanding because the eyes of our hearts are wide open 
to the glories of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ that is now our identity as the children 
of God. And he prays that because as I’ve already hinted at, the difficulties of life in this 
fallen world, its responsibilities, its opportunities, its temptations, its stresses, its joys and 
its hopes can cloud our vision of the awesome realities of the grace of God. And we can 
look at our lives and we can see but our sight is limited. And you will always live out of 
what you see. Your living will always be structured by the vision that the eyes of your 
heart embrace. So you couldn’t you couldn’t have a more practical prayer. That God 
would open our eyes, that we’d live with wisdom and knowledge that comes from eyes 
that see the glories of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It says, “that you may know that is the hope to which he has called you.” Do your eyes 
see the hope to which you’ve been called? Do you live as a person of hope? When Paul 
uses that word hope he doesn’t mean some kind of cloudy fantasy. He doesn’t mean some 
kind of dreamy wish over which you have no control. Here’s what biblical hope is. Take 
this down, put it on your refrigerator. It’s a confident expectation of a guaranteed result. 
That’s biblical hope. I live with confidence, I live with a sense of expectancy, I live with 
a sense of guarantee because what I have been promised by Christ is guaranteed and sure. 
All of his promises are sure, all of his provisions are sure, his presence with me is sure. 
And so I have reason no matter what I’m facing to live with hope and confidence and 
expectancy. Not because of the ease of my circumstances, not because of my own 
strength and wisdom but because I’m in Christ.

I love what Paul says in Romans 5, that this hope will never put you to shame. This hope 
will never embarrass you. This hope will never have a nasty unexpected turn at the end of 
it. You have hope because you’re in Christ, a confident expectation of a guaranteed 
result. 

Now, I would ask you this question this morning, “Is your life a picture of a person who 
lives with hope, who lives with expectancy?” Do you have hope for your marriage? Do 
you have hope for your relationships? Do you have hope for those private struggles that 
all of us have with areas of sin? Do you face the world as one who has hope? Or maybe I 
would ask this question, “What is it that you’re putting your hope in?” 

The Bible would teach us, if your hope disappoints you it’s because it’s the wrong hope. 
We stake our identity and our meaning and purpose in things where there is no guarantee. 
Things over which we have no control. Things that are flawed and broken because they 
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exist in this fallen world. We try to get our hope from another human being who cannot 
rise to be our own personal messiah. We try to put our hope in inanimate objects that 
cane never, never satisfy the quest of your heart. We put our hope in circumstances over 
which we have no control. And you do that because the eyes of your heart are blind to the 
surety of hope that you actually have in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Are 
you standing on that hope? And does it shape the way that you live? Do you live with 
expectancy? Do you live with courage? Do you live an outward, forward moving life? Or 
do you live avoidantly, weakly, doubtfully, cautiously, with timidity because, frankly, 
you’re just not sure? Do you live with hope?

Now Paul goes on in this passage to detail what that hope is about. “That you may know 
that is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
in the saints.” I love this passage, I love the way Paul laps words upon words, pushing the 
concepts to the furthest etch of elasticity to help us to understand the glory of what we’ve 
been given. It’s not enough for Paul to say, “You’ve been given riches,” he say, “The 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.” 

Now, it would be tempting, maybe, to think because of the language here that Paul is 
talking about something in the distant future. I would propose to you that Paul is talking 
about something in the here and now. Here’s the gospel, Jesus Christ came to earth to live 
for you. He died for you. He rose again for you. He ascended for you. He’s at the right 
hand of the Father for you. And he has left you in the here and now a glorious inheritance 
of grace. You’re rich. Rich beyond anything your mind could conceive. Riches that 
could’ve never achieved or never earned that have been bestowed on you by one thing, 
the awesome grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

I have such an affection for the way Peter characterizes this in 2 Peter. He says that we 
have been given all things that pertain to life and godliness. Or as the NIV says, we’ve 
been given everything we need for life and godliness. I say this when I quote that verse, 
the reason Peter uses two words, I think, is because he knows his audience. If he would 
say, he’s given us everything we need for life we would sort of tend to add in that word 
eternally. We would say, “Yes, we know, God’s given us everything we need for eternal 
life. Isn’t that wonderful. We’re glad we’re going to be there some day.” That just doesn’t 
happen to be what Peter is talking about. So he adds the second word, that God has given 
us all things pertaining to godliness. Everything we need for godliness. What is 
godliness? It’s a God honoring life between the time I come to Christ and the time I go 
home to be with him in the place where God in his sovereignty has placed me. 

Do you believe that? Do you believe that by Christ’s work you have already been given 
everything you need to be what you’re supposed to be and to do what you’re supposed to 
do in that place where you are right now? Parents, do you believe that? Parenting is hard. 
If you have your heart exposed, have children. Marriage is hard. I would like to say that 
I’m at a place in my marriage where I’m coasting. What I have to say is that I’m still 
working on my marriage. Marriage is hard. Working in the workplace that tends to have a 
very different set of values than you do is hard. 
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But do you live there with a sense of the riches that you’ve been given? I think it’s quite 
possible to be rich and live poor. What does that person on the street live for? Survival. I 
hope I can make it through a cold night, I hope I have some food in my stomach, I hope I 
won’t have an act of violence against me. Listen, you should not settle for survival. You 
should not settle to survive your marriage and it’s something way less than what God 
chose you to experience. You shouldn’t survive parenting, settling for some human 
second best in the lives of your children. You shouldn’t survive your job. You’re rich in 
Christ. And you should be saying, “I want everything that my Redeemer suffered and 
rose again to give me.” You can see my energy.

Pretend with me that my great-great uncle, Elmo Snodgrass Tripp, left me an inheritance 
of 500 million dollars. I’ve gotten some of your attention. And I get a call from Citizen’s 
Bank and they tell me that this amazing amount of money, an amount of money that in 
my small minded financial world can’t conceive of, is mine. All I have to do is show the 
requisite documents and I’m rich. I get off the phone and I run to Louella and of course 
I’m excited and I share with her these awesome riches that have been bestowed on us. 
And I rush down to Citizen’s Bank and I show the requisite documents and I take ten 
thousand dollars out and take Louella out to eat. Paris. And we have this amazing 
Parisian weekend. It’s a weekend like we thought we’d never have. And we come home 
and Louella does the finances in our family and she’s pretty excited about this new found 
wealth and about six weeks, she’s quite confused because we’re still living that old way, 
pinching pennies and trying to stretch dollars and trying to be creative with our finances. 
And she comes to me and she says, “Paul, I don’t understand. You said we’re rich, rich, 
but we’re living like we’re poor. I don’t understand.” Imagine me saying this to her, “Do 
you know how hard it is to go down to Citizen’s Bank in the city? You know if you drive 
there and you can’t find a parking spot, you can’t go around the block in Philadelphia 
because they’re one way streets. And you just get further and further away from your 
destination. And if you ride public transportation, you know, what’s going to happen to 
you when you bring that money home on the bus? And if you park your car in one of 
those lots, you don’t know what happens to your car after you park it. And then you get 
there and you have to stand in that Disneyworld line and waiting. And they examine you 
like you’re a criminal.” If you were my wife, what would you be saying at this point?

You’re rich, rich. Why would you live poor? Are you living out the glorious inheritance 
that you’ve been given in Christ? Do you walk down that hallway when you’re about to 
have a difficult conversation and saying, “For this I have Christ, I’ve been given 
everything I need for this difficult human moment.” Do you face temptation and say, 
“No, I will not give way to the seductive voice of the tempter at this moment. I will say 
no because I’ve been given what I need for this moment by Christ. I will love that friend 
when they’re hard to love because I’ve been given the capacity to love by the riches that 
are mine in Christ. I’m going to live out of those riches.” What a might army the church 
of Jesus Christ would be if we stopped living poor and we began to live rich.

But Paul’s not done and neither am I. Verse 19, “and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he 
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
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the heavenly places.” Not only riches as part of that whole but power. And, again, notice 
how he layers the words on words, “the immeasurable greatness of his power.” That 
power that is beyond human capacity to lay a measurement on.

I love Psalm 145 when it says the glory of God, no one can fathom. That word itself is a 
metaphor, “fathom” is a nautical measurement of depth. It means that the glory of God is 
so deep you can go down and down and down and down and down and down and down 
and you never will reach its bottom. The bottomless glory of God. That’s the concept 
here. 

Power that is beyond anything that we can imagine. That power is exhibited by the most 
amazing display of might that human history has ever known. It’s that moment when 
Christ is in the tomb and God says, “Awake!” And he stands up and he walks out of 
death. That’s sort of my definition of ultimate power.

Now, where is that power and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 
who believe? Well, just glance over to Ephesians 3:20 because in the doxology that ends 
that chapter, that power is again mentioned. “Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us.” 
Where is that power? That power is not off here some place, brothers and sisters. That 
power now resides inside of you. Hear again the gospel. The grace of Christ is not just 
the grace of forgiveness, it’s not just a glorious grace that forgives you from all of the 
wrongs you have done and you will do and you presently do. That’s a wonderful thing. 
We will celebrate that for eternity, but that’s not all. God knew that your struggle with sin 
is so comprehensive and so deep and so pervasive that it was not enough to forgive you, 
he literally had to empower you. How does he do that? By giving you himself. He 
literally gets inside of you by his Spirit. And now Almighty God lives by his Spirit and 
his power and glory. Where? Within you.

Wow. How do I, this morning, wrap words around that? That this God of glory, this God 
of immeasurable power by his Spirit has made you and me, if you’re God’s child, the 
place where he lives. You have new potential in Christ.

Paul says in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me.” What is he saying? The life that now energizes me is not me, 
it’s Christ. And then he says this, “The life I live I’ll live by faith in the Son of God who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” I’m going to live as if I believe that power really 
does live inside of me.

Listen, I would say to you this morning that I think that one of the cruel tricks of the 
enemy is to sow into your heart feelings of weakness and inadequacy that leave you 
paralyzed and afraid. Yes, sin leaves us weak. Yes, sin renders us lame. Yes, sin makes 
us unable and inadequate. But by the grace of Christ, we have not been left to the 
resources of our own ability. Do you believe that? We have been empowered by his 
grace. 
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The enemy would say, “You don’t have enough to have that conversation that you need 
to have with your husband or wife. You don’t enough to love that teenager who doesn’t 
seem to want to have a relationship with you anymore. You don’t have enough to go back 
and love that friend that has hurt you deeply. You don’t have enough to face that boss 
who seems to be so critical of you and seems to single you out for public embarrassment. 
You don’t have enough to struggle with those finances that tempt you to envy the life of 
other people. You don’t have enough to say no to that temptation that greets you again 
and again. You don’t have enough to step forward and incarnate the love of Christ with 
neighbors who seem to have almost nothing in common with you. You don’t have 
enough to get up when you’re tired in the morning and say, ‘I’m going to spend time with 
my Lord even though my mind and my body are tired.’ You don’t have enough…you 
don’t have enough…you don’t have enough.” It’s a cruel lie because you haven’t just 
been forgiven you’ve been empowered.

I would ask you this morning, “Where are you listening to the lie? Where have you 
accepted something less than what you were called to accept?” Because you’ve been 
willing to accept that you don’t have enough. Or do you say, “I’m going to step out in 
faith on the basis of the power that I have been given by the residence of the Lord within 
me.” 

Riches and power, but look with me at verse 20. He’s talking about that power and he 
says, “That he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” That has got to be one 
of the most theology packed couple of verses that is in the New Testament. I wish I could 
unpack this morning every phrase of that for you. It would take until Wednesday.

But I want to look at this one other aspect of this hope. This hope is about your riches, 
this hope is about the power that you’ve been given in the enabling presence of the Holy 
Spirit living within you. But this power is also about the rule of Christ, this hope is about 
the rule of Christ for your sake. Again, notice how the phrases build on one another. This 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God in heavenly places. This Christ stands above all 
rule and all authority and all power and all dominion. This Christ stands above every 
name that is named. Not just in this age, but in the age to come. This Christ has had all 
things put under his feet. This Christ is head over all things for the sake of the church. 
How’s that for a statement of sovereignty? This Lord is an absolute, unquestionable, 
moment-by-moment, every location, every situation, every circumstance, sovereign rule 
over it all. 

And the reason I can trust him, the reason I can embrace that hope, the reason I can 
embrace that power, the reason I can believe in those riches is because he rules every 
location. He can make it happen because he is Lord. Wow.

Page 6 of 8



You will never be in a relationship that isn’t ruled by King Christ. You will never be in a 
location that isn’t ruled by King Christ. You will never be in a situation that isn’t ruled by 
King Christ. You will never face anything that is not under his awesome rule. He is Lord!

Tim Keller says that, “The reason we need to embrace the sovereignty of God is not 
because embracing the doctrine will immediately make life make sense. The reason we 
need to embrace the sovereignty of God is because it won’t make sense, life.” You will 
face mysteries that you don’t understand. You will face moments that seem like they’re 
out of control. You will look around and it won’t seem like a sovereign Redeemer is 
ruling this moment. That’s why your eyes need to see that reality. Your eyes need to see 
him seated at the right hand of God. Your eyes need to see everything under his feet. 
Your eyes need to see him in an elevated place above every other rule that exists. You 
need to see. Because when you look this way with your physical eyes, you’ll see the 
confusing mysteries of a world that often doesn’t make any sense to you. He is Lord.

And Paul says something here that, again, is such an amazing definition of his grace. It 
will take eternity to meditate on this. He says that it’s been his gracious choice to exercise 
that sovereignty for the sake of his church. He exercises his rule for the benefit of his 
people. His rule has you in mind. His rule remembers your need. His rule remembers that 
place that you’re in. His rule remembers that relationship that you’re in. His rule 
remembers every struggle that you’ll face. His rule takes account the darkness and 
brokenness of this fallen world that he’s chosen you right now to be living in. He 
remembers you and he rules all things for the benefit of his children so that every 
provision and every promise will be sure and guaranteed to  every one of his children.

I would ask you this morning, again, when you awake and you face another week, what is 
it that your eyes see? I’m not asking you for some kind of weird and mystical spiritual 
denial. I love what it says in Romans 4 that Abraham considered his age as they waited 
for that promised son, se was an old man. Abraham considered the deadness of Sarah’s 
womb, she was way beyond child bearing years. And yet, he grew strong in faith. 
Interesting because he was fully persuaded that he who promised is faithful. You see, the 
call this morning is not to deny the realities of the things that you face, the call this 
morning is to do what Abraham did. Look at those realities that are greater than your 
wisdom and greater than your ability and greater than your strength and now see those 
realities with the eyes of the gospel. And say, “I’m not in the midst of those realities by 
myself. I stand there with hope and riches and power. And I stand with the comfort of the 
rule of my Redeemer. For the sake of the completion of his grace in my heart and life. I 
look at the realities in my life but I look with eyes of the heart that are filled with a vision 
of the glory of this amazing grace.” Do you live with that kind of hope? Do you see? Do 
you really see who you are in Christ?

Let’s pray.

Lord, how amazed we are at the truths that we have just considered. This is a vision of 
glory that’s hard to wrap words around. Lord, my prayer is simple. O, won’t you please 
by your grace open our blind eyes to see what we have been given in Christ. And may 
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that vision of your grace, that sure hope, those glorious riches, that power that lives 
within, the rule for our sake, may that vision radically change the way we think about 
and interact with, and act in the midst of, those things that we face every day. And we 
pray this not just for our benefit but for the honor of your glory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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