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Once again I’d like to welcome those who are visiting with us today. There are some 
folks we’ve seen in the past and a few new faces, it’s always good to have you with us. 
We are continuing our study today of the Heidelberg Catechism, looking in particular at 
the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And to that, I would ask you to turn with me in the gospel of Luke chapter 7 and we’ll 
begin at verse 36 and read through verse 50,

“And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he 
went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a 
woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 
meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and 
stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with 
tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, 
and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee which had 
bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a 
prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that 
toucheth him: for she is a sinner. And Jesus answering said unto him, 
Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 
There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five 
hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he 
frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him 
most? Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave 
most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. And he turned to 
the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into 
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my 
feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me 
no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss 
my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her, Thy sins are 
forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him began to say within 
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themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? And he said to the 
woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.”

And thus we have the reading of God’s Word for today and may the Spirit of God give us 
understanding and apply it to our hearts as well. 

We are just now celebrating Christmas and part of the Christmas message, in fact the 
very core of the Christmas message is that Jesus Christ came into this world 2,000 years 
ago to save sinners. That’s what the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 1. Even the name 
testifies to his message. The angel told Joseph to call this child, Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.

And so, the forgiveness of sins is not just a necessary part of the Christmas message it’s, 
in fact, the most important part of the Christmas message. If we don’t have that, we don’t 
get it right at all. On the other hand, we must not be like the Universalist who teach that 
God will eventually save everyone. They assume two things, one is that our sin is not 
nearly as bad as evil Calvinists say it is and the other is that Jesus’ death on the cross did 
not really do anything except to demonstrate that God is willing to overlook our minor 
infractions to his law. You see, what this means is that the Universalist has no gospel at 
all. They have no sins to be saved from, they have no Savior to save them from their sins 
and they have no reason, quite frankly, to expect God to be kind to all men. You see, 
because they don’t take the Bible seriously, they have no basis for rejecting the idea that 
God is just as likely to punish all men in the everlasting fires of hell. If he has to treat all 
men alike, then this is just as viable an option as the other. They just like the other better, 
that’s the only reason they choose it.

What does the Bible say? It says that the forgiveness of sins is granted only to those who 
call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is, those who call upon him in faith and 
in repentance. Psalm 86:5 speaks of this, it says, “For thou, Lord, art good and ready to 
forgive and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.” Just think about those 
words, friends, did you hear what David wrote in this Psalm? He said that God is ready to 
forgive. He’s ready. He’s prepared to wash away your sins. He’s waiting for the 
opportunity to do so. That’s how much he loves you. The fact that he’s waiting and he’s 
allowed your sins to go on as long as he has, it’s not a sign of his displeasure but rather a 
sign of his good will towards you. Isn’t that what Paul wrote in Romans 2? He said, 
“Despiseth thou the richest of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering? Not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.” 

But how do you call upon the Lord for forgiveness? Very simply, you put your trust in 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ and you pray with all your heart the fifth and sixth 
petitions of the Lord’s prayer: forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever, amen. 

Now, beloved, if you’ve read through the gospel of Luke recently, you’ve probably 
noticed that Luke tends to portray the Pharisees in a slightly more favorable light than the 
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other gospel writers do. For example, in our text today we see that a man named Simon, a 
Pharisee, invited Jesus to dinner. Now, Luke is very clear about who this man is, he 
wants there to be no misunderstanding. When he first introduces him in verse 36, the only 
thing that we know about him is that he is a Pharisee and that’s the only thing we know 
about him for some time, until Jesus addresses him in verse 40 and calls him by  his 
name, Simon. So, here we come upon a man who is, as far as most of the Pharisees were 
concerned, not a friend of Jesus. He was outside of Jesus’ circle of acquaintances and 
he’s certainly not the kind of person that you would think would invite Jesus to dinner. 
After all, in the previous chapter of Luke’s gospel, Luke says that the scribes and the 
Pharisees were watching him in order that they might find some kind of an accusation 
against him. And so, we ask ourselves why then did Simon, the Pharisee, invite Jesus to 
dinner on this occasion? It’s possible that he invited Jesus to his home hoping to find 
some fault in him. And when you see how quickly Simon doubted Jesus was a prophet in 
verse 39, this option certainly becomes very attractive. It’s even more likely, given the 
fact that in verse 16, which we didn’t read, that the people, the multitude calls Jesus a 
great prophet. And so, maybe Simon wanted to test this hypothesis for himself. He 
wanted to see if Jesus really was a prophet of if he could unmask that deception.

Now, on the other hand, since it was a common practice in that day as it is in our own to 
invite visiting teachers and rabbis to one’s house for dinner, there’s not really a need to 
assume that Simon’s motives were sinister. In fact, later on in Luke’s gospel, we read of 
two other occasions when Pharisees invited Jesus into their homes for a meal. One is in 
Luke 11 and the other is in Luke 14. My point is, as far as this present instance goes, we 
have to be content with the fact that Luke does not tell us what Simon’s motives were. 
They could’ve been sinister but they might not have been.

One thing we do know, and that is why Jesus accepted this invitation. Why he accepted it 
becomes clear as the events unfold in this story. Now, look at what’s happening here. 
Jesus and Simon the Pharisee and others are sitting around the table eating their meal and 
at some point in this, apparently very early, an uninvited guest arrives. Now, that 
wouldn’t have caused any stir among those that were there because, again, uninvited 
guests showing up for a meal particularly when there was someone special in the house, 
was not uncommon. And those who had been invited to the meal, would sit around the 
table, they would recline on each other but the uninvited guest would sit around the 
perimeter of the room. And they would talk to one another and maybe they would get a 
little bit of food and they would just wait until the guests had dined.

But this particular uninvited guest was not a welcome guest. She was, according to verse 
37, a woman in the city, a sinner. That’s all we know about her. We don’t know her 
name. A lot of people have tried to identify her with Mary of Bethany or Mary 
Magdalene over the years, but there really isn’t much to confirm that supposition. We 
don’t even know what the nature of her sin was. Most commentators assume that she was 
a harlot but the word “sinner” that’s used here in verse 37 is not that specific. There could 
be a whole range of sins that’s referred to there. What it tells us is only that this woman 
had a reputation for disregarding God’s law and that’s why she was not welcome in 
Simon the Pharisee’s home. But she should’ve know that. Didn’t she know that someone 
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of her character would defile the holy house of a separated Pharisee? How could she have 
possibly thought that her presence would’ve been welcome? 

As the story unfolds, it quickly becomes clear that this woman was no longer what she 
had once been. She understood that Jesus preached the gospel of a kingdom of which she 
was now a member. Out of a deep sense of appreciation for what Jesus had done for her, 
she came to this meal bearing a gift that was very precious to her, an alabaster box of 
ointment. As she stood over the Lord’s feet while he reclined at the table, she couldn’t 
stop crying. Her tears fell down at his feet. She washed his feet with those tears. She let 
her hair down which was a shameful act among Jewish women, to let their hair down. It 
was even grounds for divorce but she let her hair down so that she could dry Jesus’ feet 
with her hair. Following social etiquette was not nearly as important to her as humbling 
herself in gratitude for the gift of salvation that she had received. She also kissed Jesus’ 
feet. She broke open her alabaster flask of ointment and spread that precious ointment on 
Jesus. There was no doubt in this woman’s mind that her offenses, as great as they were, 
had been washed away.

Now, this scene would’ve been very moving for anybody that was present on that day 
and understood what was going on. But there was one person present who was absolutely 
clueless and that’s the host. Verse 39 says that when Simon the Pharisee saw what this 
woman had done, he said within himself, “This man, if he were a prophet, would have 
known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.” 
The implication here is that any true prophet of God would’ve treated this woman with 
the same contempt and air of superiority that Simon had toward her. That assumed that a 
real prophet would have refused her company and would have refused her attention. And 
so, since Jesus didn’t separate himself from this woman, that can only mean that he was a 
fake and deceiver. You see, Simon thought this, it never even crossed his mind that Jesus 
welcomed this woman because she, having repented, with great sorrow for her sins, 
needed the comfort of the gospel. He never entertained the thought that a prophet of God 
might actually help somebody, might actually do good for a sinner.

Now, once in a while, I suppose that Pharisaical attitude of Simon pops up in every one 
of us. We hear of someone who is such an egregious sinner that we basically write that 
person off as if there’s no hope for that person. Now, we won’t admit it to ourselves but 
we’re thinking, “That person can’t possibly be saved. He’s too far gone. His sins are too 
many, they are too great.” 

A couple of weeks ago I ordered a movie from Netflix called “Saving God.” It’s about 
the son of a black inner city preacher who spent a few years in prison for some things that 
he had done and when he got out of prison he was ordained and he wanted to serve the 
church that his father once served. Well, to make a long story short, this preacher tried to 
help a young man that he caught one day selling drugs right outside the church door. And 
as he was helping this man it became clear that he was having trouble getting away from 
his pusher, from the guy who was behind him. And this black preacher in this story had a 
lot of hope for this guy that was selling drugs on the street corner. But it never crossed his 
mind that the pusher might some day become a Christian. Well, all he was hoping to do 
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with the pusher is just basically put him out of business. And yet, when the movie ends, 
the drug pusher comes to the black preacher and asks for him to teach him about the 
forgiveness of Jesus Christ. And that was after he killed the young boy.

No one is beyond the hope of God’s grace. Murderers, drug pushers, gang bangers, 
thieves, rapists, all other sinners can find mercy at the cross of Jesus Christ.

Now, Simon, on the basis of what he had seen concluded that Jesus was not a prophet. 
The way he worded his statement his thought in verse 39 makes that very clear. And if 
it’s true that he invited Jesus to dinner only to find some fault in him, some reason not to 
believe, then he found what he was looking for, or at least he thought he did. But look at 
what Jesus did. Knowing Simon’s thoughts, he turned everything upside down for him by 
telling him a little parable about a man who lent two other people large sums of money. 
To one person, this lender lent 500 pence or 500 denarii. This would’ve been the 
equivalent of about a year and half’s wages. To the other man, he lent a tenth as much, 50 
denarii, approximately two months’ wages. Eventually the day came when both of these 
debtors realized that they could not satisfy their debts and so they asked for forgiveness 
for which the lender granted them. Even though their debts were great, the lender erased 
them just as if they had never existed.

Now, at the end of this parable, Jesus explained what its purpose was and his question to 
Simon. He says, “Tell me therefore which of the debtors will love the creditor more?” 
Which of them will love him more? That is, which one is going to be more thankful? 
Which one is going to have greater gratitude for what had been done for him? Well, 
Simon knew exactly where this was going and the fact that he didn’t want to answer this 
question is evident in how he answered it. Instead of giving a roaring, bold answer that 
the man who had been forgiven more is going to love the lender more, his response came 
off as rather sheepish. He said, “I suppose that he to whom he forgave the most.” He 
didn’t want to be very emphatic because he understood that the right answer would 
condemn him.

In the Bible, sin is often portrayed as a financial debt. That’s how it’s presented in the 
Lord’s Prayer: forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Jesus’ parable is also about 
the debt of sin. There were two people standing there right in front of him who had 
gigantic sin debts. One recognized that her sins were more than she could bear. Her heart 
was broken and contrite over the fact that she was spiritually impoverished. And knowing 
that Jesus had forgiven her this great debt, she could hardly hold back her expression of 
love and gratitude. The other, didn’t believe that his debt was that great at all. If he had 
any sins to speak of, they were certainly minor sins, minor offenses, especially in 
comparison to this woman’s sins. After all, this man was a Pharisee, had a sterling 
reputation and a spotless character. Why would he even think of showing great love to 
Jesus? Whatever Jesus had done for him, if anything, was not particularly noteworthy.

In this parable, Jesus revealed what Simon had been thinking but he did it in such a way 
that exposed his folly as well. Simon had supposed that his sins were little and of no 
consequence but in this parable we don’t have a person with a small debt. We have two 
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people with very large debts and when it comes to sin, you see, that’s the way it is. There 
is no such thing as a small debt. How many sins did Adam have to commit in order to be 
expelled from the Garden? Just one. And how many sins are necessary to land a man in 
an eternity of suffering? What did James say? He said, “For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” 

In other words, I don’t want anyone leaving here this morning thinking that Simon’s 
attitude was okay. I don’t want you to presume that looking on someone else 
condescendingly because your sins are smaller than that person’s is acceptable. I don’t 
want you to deceive yourself into thinking that you can get away with showing less 
thankfulness to the Lord Jesus Christ than someone whose sins are better known than 
yours are. Simon couldn’t get away with this nonsense and, beloved, you can’t get away 
with it either.

Now, the fact that Jesus exposed Simon’s thoughts also contradicted Simon’s original 
assumption. He had claimed, to himself, that Jesus was not a prophet since he didn’t 
know who or what manner of woman this was that touched him. But by telling this 
parable, Jesus made it clear that he knew Simon’s thoughts. He knew his inmost 
thoughts, what he was thinking, the pride that filled his heart. And he knew it even 
though there were no outward actions to demonstrate it. And if Jesus knew Simon’s 
thoughts, then he certainly must’ve known all about this woman. Maybe he was a prophet 
after all? Yes, he was. In fact, he’s more than a prophet. Jesus revealed one thing that 
Simon hadn’t anticipated. He revealed Simon’s standing before God. And on this score, 
Simon didn’t fare very well, did he? But the woman did. In spite of the fact that she had a 
reputation as a egregious sinner, she fared marvelously well. Everything she did, showed 
the mercy of God and the grace of God at work in her heart.

Now, beginning at verse 44, Jesus takes this parable and he applies it to the two debtors 
that are right in front of him. Look at how Luke presents this in verse 44. He says that 
Jesus turned to the woman but he spoke to Simon. He’s looking at the woman but he’s 
speaking to Simon. Now, that sounds kind of rude, doesn’t it? And yet, it’s not without 
purpose. Jesus looked to the woman to assure the woman of his love for her and to assure 
her of the forgiveness of her sins. He turned away from Simon to make the point that he 
was less worthy of our Lord’s attention than the woman was. Oh, how marvelous are 
God’s ways in dealing with his people. He deals with every single one of us according to 
what we need. Those who abase themselves, he exalts. And those who exalt themselves 
and puff themselves up in their own eyes, he brings low. That’s what we see here.

And Jesus not only looked at this woman, he told Simon, “You look at her too.” He 
wanted Simon to see with his own eyes the colossal difference in how the two of them 
expressed their thankfulness for what Jesus had done. Three times, not once, twice but 
three times between verses 44 and 47 Jesus said to Simon, “You did not do the least thing 
that you could’ve done for me, but this woman has gone far out of her way to do more 
than was expected.” Three times, that was said. 
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First, Simon had done nothing to make Jesus comfortable in his own home. It was 
customary in the first century for the host to wash the feet of his guests and if he had 
servants, he might dispatch them to do that, but one way or another, the guest’s feet 
would be cleaned and they would be made more comfortable. Simon had completely 
ignored this common courtesy. He didn’t even give Jesus a bowl of water so that he could 
wash his own feet. And yet, this woman washed Jesus’ feet with her tears. She wiped his 
feet with her hair. Luther described this woman’s tears as heart-water as if it flowed out 
of a heart that had melted by the sweetness of God’s forgiveness.

Second, Simon failed to greet Jesus appropriately by kissing him on the cheek. This 
woman wouldn’t even kiss him on the cheek, she kissed him on the feet. In fact, Jesus 
says very plainly that since the time that he came into the house, she had not stopped 
kissing his feet. 

Third, Simon had not refreshed the Lord by anointing his head with ordinary olive oil. 
This is another common courtesy that a host would show to his guest, but this woman 
anointed Jesus’ feet with the precious ointment from her alabaster flask. Now, just so you 
have some appreciation for what this means, an alabaster flask filled with ointment in the 
first century would’ve cost about 300 denarii, approximately a year’s wages. What you 
earn in an entire year. And this woman gave that up to bring this one gift to Jesus. No gift 
was too great for the one who forgave her sins. Nothing was too precious for the one who 
restored her hope.

Repeatedly, Simon neglected common simple courtesies and repeatedly the woman could 
not do enough or give enough to her Lord and Savior. Now, what does this show? It 
reveals both the shallowness of Simon’s love as well as the depth of the woman’s love. 
Verse 47 goes right to the heart of the matter. This woman’s sins were not forgiven 
because she loved the Lord but it’s really the other way around. She loved the Lord 
because she had been forgiven much. Her love for the Lord was the result of the fact that 
her crimson stains had all been made whiter than snow by Jesus Christ. 

Now, the irony in this story is rather obvious. Simon came to Jesus believing that he, a 
Pharisee, had cornered the market in righteousness. But this woman came to Jesus with 
nothing. He had a lack of love. In fact, his love was so light that he couldn’t even 
understand what this woman was doing. He had no hope in God’s mercy. And yet, look 
at how Jesus deals with him. He doesn’t condemn him outright, but he says only that he 
has been forgiven little and that he, therefore, loves little. Never once did Jesus say that 
even Simon the Pharisee was beyond hope. And yet, this woman, though she had been 
despised by Simon as a great sinner, was the one who found the Lord’s favor. In verse 48, 
Jesus affirmed what this woman obviously already knew and that is that her sins were 
forgiven. 

The incident at Simon’s house reveals the different responses of men to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Responses that largely depend on how the individual views his own sin. The 
more we come to grips with our own depravity and how much God hates the wickedness 
that lingers in our hearts and continues to condemn us, the more we will want to follow 
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him, the more we will want to love him, the more we will want to serve him out of 
gratitude for all that he has done for us. 

Underlying all of this is the greatest truth of all and that is that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners. It is he who forgives our sins, that’s what he came for. Yes, he’s a 
prophet, even though Simon questioned that but he’s more than a prophet. He’s the divine 
Savior who pardons the sins of those who repent. And, beloved, when you pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, you are asking Jesus Christ to forgive your debts just as he forgave this 
woman’s great debts. You’re also asking him to give you the grace that you need in order 
to forgive those who sin against you. And you are begging him, as well, to keep you from 
slipping into temptation in the future.

Now, look at the last two verses with me. The fact that Jesus announced the forgiveness 
of this woman’s sin irritated Simon’s other guests. It’s likely that some of them, perhaps 
most of them, were Pharisees, had the same supercilious attitude that Simon had, but 
when Jesus announced the forgiveness of this woman’s sins, it wasn’t just for the 
woman’s benefit. It was also for theirs. So that they might not look down on her 
anymore. It was to remind them that God’s grace is far more powerful than any man’s 
sins. Even the massive accumulation of sins that this woman had. Nobody is beyond hope 
for forgiveness.

Then Jesus spoke to the woman once again, comforting her one more time with the 
promise of the gospel. It says at the end, “Thy faith has saved thee. Go in peace.” Her 
faith saved her. Isn’t it absolutely amazing that Jesus said not one word here about the 
fact that it was he who forgave sins, or the power and the might of God that brought him 
into this world in order to ransom sinners. But he mentioned, instead, only that one thing 
that united this woman to Jesus Christ, faith. Faith is a gift from Christ and this woman 
believed and embraced those promises and the Lord then gave to her everything that that 
faith signified. Jesus loved this woman. She reflected that love back on him. And yet, 
Jesus commended her for the faith and love that she had.

How could this woman have left with anything except the complete assurance of God’s 
favor? Go in peace. This is not just that your life might be happy and quiet, this is the full 
shalom blessing of the Old Testament. A wholeness, a restoration of every aspect of your 
life because, you see, when God forgives a man’s sins, he gives you everything. And 
having that shalom blessing, it should then also be your greatest desire to glorify and to 
enjoy the incarnate Son of God who came into this world to give the gift of salvation.

So, where do you stand today? Are your sins forgiven? Do you know the peace of God 
through the forgiveness of sins from Jesus Christ? Are you like this woman who spared 
no cost to honor the one who forgave her sins? As we think about this, let us all look only 
to Jesus Christ. He’s the only one that can lift that burden of sins and grant us everlasting 
peace. Amen.
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