
Page 1 of 7 - 2/9/14 

PAUSE FOR PRAISE 
 (SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2014) 

SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 1:20-25;  
1 COR. 15:35-49 

INTRODUCTION 

We often turn to Romans 1 in seeking to understand the great blindness of the majority of people 
today. What an amazing description of what sinful men and women do is found in that great opening 
chapter. Listen to just several verses from Romans 1. 

Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse,  21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor 
were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  22 
Professing to be wise, they became fools,  23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 
into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping 
things. 

I think one of the great aspects of how we see this today in supposed science is the belief that somehow 
life could come into existence from non-life. The more we learn about the incredible complexity of 
even a single-cell organism, the more it should be obvious that there is absolutely no way life could have 
started just on its own. But as one translation reads, their thinking became nonsense, and their 
senseless minds were darkened. 

In my last sermon we briefly considered the amazing process whereby plants are able to produce the 
food they need, the extremely important chemical reactions that are part of the process of 
photosynthesis. Dr. Sarfati correctly called this one of most important chemical reactions on earth. And 
yet none of us have to go very far to see examples of this amazing process sustaining plants and trees. 

Today we further consider the creatures that God made and has given life. Thinking nonsense, the 
evolutionist views the spectacular diversity of animals as the product of random forces. Those who by 
God’s grace have had their hearts and minds renewed, recognize that this incredible diversity and 
amazing nature of life could come only from the infinitely powerful and wise God. 

It is good that we often stop and consider what God has done. You need to pause for praise. 

Our goal for today is to study days 5 and the first part of day 6 of creation, seeking to marvel at God’s 
power in creating sea creatures, birds, and an incredible variety of creatures that live on the land. 

 

1. THE CREATION OF SEA CREATURES AND BIRDS, VV. 20-23 
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Gen. 1:20 Then God said, “Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and 
let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens.”  21 So God 
created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters abounded, 
according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good.  22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”  23 So the evening and the morning were the fifth 
day. 

From verse 2 we have observed several times that after God initially created the heaven and the earth, 
the earth was in need of what three things? It was in need of light, order, and things to fill it. 

Light was the first thing God provided. The light first came through the power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit. On day 4, God created the sun, moon, and stars to fulfill this function. 

On day 1, God also started to provide structure, with the ordering of light and darkness. This work of 
ordering continued on day 2 with the creation of the firmament and on day 3 with the separation of 
water from dry land. On day 3, God also created vegetation or plants consisting of seed bearing plants 
and trees bearing fruit. On day 4, God filled the heavens with the sun, moon, stars, planets, and other 
related wonders.  

As we look now at day 5, you should see a connection with day 3. On day 5, God fills the waters and 
starts to fill the land. The work of filling the land is not finished until day 6. And this is similar to what 
we see in the division of the waters on day 2, a work not completely finished until day 3. 

Look again at verse 20. We have two massive acts of God’s power brought together in the creation of 
all that lives in the oceans and the birds which live on the land but fly above the earth and across the 
expanse of the sky. 

Some translations of verse 20 read, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures…” So all 
that God made that lives in the oceans, lakes, and rivers can be described very generally as living 
creatures. The two words that make up this phrase in Hebrew could be translated as living breath. 

Is there any room in verse 20 for somehow a slow process of evolution in the development of all that 
lives in the waters? Absolutely not. The incredible variety of living creatures which live in the waters 
came into existence in an instant on the 5th day through the mighty voice of God speaking. 

Genesis 1 is not technical, scientific language, but it is very accurate language of how things look or 
appear to us. I draw attention again to the first part of verse 20 – waters abound with an 
abundance or swarm with swarms. I am sure you have seen video of fish that move about in a 
large group almost like one large animal. The verb swarm or abound describes quick back and forth 
movement. It is a very accurate description of how many fish move in the water. 
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The Hebrew text uses a similar description for the flight of birds in verse 20. Birds like fish can also 
move very quickly together in a large flock or grouping. 

Verse 21 continues the description of God’s work on the 5th day. We read, “So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters abounded, according to their kind, 
and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.” 

What is the purpose of verse 21? I believe it is similar to verses 12, 16, 25, 27. It is a pattern that we see 
throughout Genesis 1. You have God speaking and then a verse follows which repeats for emphasis and 
in some cases further explanation of what God made. If you look closely at verse 21, special attention is 
drawn to what? Attention is drawn to great sea creatures. Interestingly also we have the second use of 
the verb created in Genesis 1 following its first use in verse 1. 

The word translated sea creature is a word used in other places for snakes and jackals. Here it obviously 
refers to the greatest animals that live in water. One study Bible states, “The author wishes to 
underscore [emphasize] that these creatures – even the great ones – are part of God’s perfect 
creation.”1 

What is the largest creature that we have ever discovered living or dead? It is the blue whale. Blue 
whales can grow to 100 feet or more in length and weigh as much as 200 tons, that is about ½ the 
weight of a Boeing 747. Blue whales are larger than the largest dinosaurs ever discovered. The heart of 
a blue whale weighs around 1300 pounds. You could fit in its arteries.2 

Sperm whales are also massive creatures but still only about 2/3 the size of a blue whale at up to 67 feet 
in length. Sperm whales can dive to nearly 2 miles and feed primarily on squids. Compare this dive 
capacity to the massive nuclear submarines in the US Navy which can only dive to about 1600 feet.3 
That is nothing for a sperm whale. Interestingly they have the largest brains of any creature, five times 
heavier than a human brain and also the longest digestive system.4 

Sea creatures that we do not believe are living any longer that might fit under this category of great sea 
creatures would include liopleurodon (LIE-oh-PLOOR-oh-don) a sea creature that grew to 40 feet in 
length and weighed 25 tons.5 The extinct shark, Megladon, which grew as large as 59 feet with teeth as 
large as 7 inches, would have also been a fearsome creature.6 

We consider also some of the unusual fish that God has created. The most common fish that lives at 
great depths is the Lanternfish, so named because it can produce its own light. These mostly smaller 

                                                
1 NET Bible. 
2 http://www.geekosystem.com/blue-whale-heart/ 
3 http://www.military-today.com/navy/ohio_class.htm 
4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sperm_whale 
5 http://dinosaurs.about.com/od/aquaticdinosaurs/p/liopleurodon.htm 
6 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megalodon 
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fish during the day live nearly up to one mile below the surface but at night will come up closer to the 
surface to feed. Or consider the wonder of another deep sea fish, the brownsnout spookfish. It is the 
only vertebrate creature that uses both a mirror and a lens for sight, allowing the fish to see up and 
down at the same time. 

We also marvel at the incredible diversity of birds that God created from the Wandering Albatross that 
has a wingspan of almost 12 feet7 to the tiny Bee Hummingbird of Cuba which weighs less than one 
penny and is about 2 inches in length. This tiny bird can beat its wings up to 200 times per second. 
Imagine the design to allow such incredible movement.8 

You see also in verse 21 the repeated use of the word kind. As I mentioned before this is not identical 
to the modern word species. Today it is estimated that there are approximately 32,000 fish species 
and 10,000 bird species.9 God did not create this many bird or fish kinds. This number would be much 
smaller. Just as we see incredible diversity in humans, dogs, and other animals, it is not surprising to see 
incredible diversity in the birds and fish God created, meaning the number of actual kinds is much less 
than the number of species. 

For example, have you heard of a wolphin?10 A wolphin is the cross between a female bottlenose 
dolphin and a male false killer whale. The false killer whale is a very rare creature, which until recently 
was thought to be extinct, looks like a killer whale. The fact that such creatures can breed shows that 
they are of the same kind though they are classified as different species. 

The end of verse 21 says, And God saw that it was good. 

We also delight in the amazing creatures that God made. The reason we can find such amazement is 
that God first delighted in what He made. Remember, these things were made first for His pleasure 
and only secondarily for man’s pleasure and service. 

Verse 22 further states that God blessed the creatures He created. He blessed them by calling them to 
be fruitful, to multiply, and to fill.11 

Listen to the comments of Gordon Wenham. 

The blessing of God is one of the great unifying themes of Genesis. God blesses animals (1:22), 
mankind (1:28), the Sabbath (2:3), Adam (5:2), Noah (9:1), and frequently the patriarchs (12:3; 
17:16, 20, etc.). God’s blessing is most obviously visible in the gift of children, as this is often 
coupled with “being fruitful and multiplying.” But all aspects of life can express this blessing: 

                                                
7 http://www.squidoo.com/top-10-largest-birds-on-earth-wingspans 
8 http://news.softpedia.com/news/World-039-s-Smallest-Bird-81742.shtml 
9 Wolfram Alpha 
10 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolphin 
11 Three verbs are specifically given to sea creatures and one to birds, but there must be some overlap of these 
commands. 
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crops, family, and nation (Deut 28:1–14). Where modern man talks of success, OT man talked 
of blessing.12 

Finally in considering day 5, we look at verse 23. So the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 
What we consider here is again the order and what we can say is the rhythm of God’s work of creation. 
God could have made everything in one day. His work is done in the course of six days so that we can 
appreciate it and recognize our own work as following in His great work. 

Clearly also the order of creation contradicts the typical view of the myth of evolution where dinosaurs 
evolved into birds. There is absolutely no way of honestly trying to reconcile God’s infallible word with 
the fallible view of man. 

 

2. THE CREATION OF LAND CREATURES, VV. 24-25 

Gen. 1:24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: 
cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so.  25 
And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and 
everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

As I have mentioned before, the phrase “And God said” is found significantly 10 times in Genesis 1 of 
which this is the sixth. 

There is a connection with day 3 and verse 11 in the language that is used. Let the earth bring forth… 
The earth on the sixth day is called to bring forth living creatures – the same expression used in verse 
20.  

The living creatures created on the first part of day 6 are described in three categories that we see in 
both verses 24 and 25. 

1) cattle or livestock. This is the most commonly used of the three words, used 190x in the OT. It refers 
to animals typically raised by farmers, what we might call domesticated animals - sheep, goats, cattle, 
and perhaps camels and horses.13 

2) creeping things. This refers to creatures that move along the ground or in other contexts through the 
sea. This word is used only 17x in the OT, but this would be the largest category of animals in terms of 
modern classification. While we cannot be overly dogmatic, this category would include a host of 
smaller creatures – rats, lizards, spiders, insects and the like. 

                                                
12 Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1–15, vol. 1 of Word Biblical Commentary. Accordance/Thomas Nelson 
electronic ed. (Waco: Word Books, 1987), 24. 
13 ESV Study Bible. 
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3) beast of the earth or wild animals. This category is found 10x in the OT and would include all the 
“wild animals” we can think of including lions, tigers, and bears, oh my.14 

I spoke earlier about the modern classification of species. There are nearly 1.4 million recorded animal 
species today. 1 million of these are insects of which there are 370,000 beetle species. There are almost 
as many ant species, 9,000, as total bird species.15 There are 4,000 horse fly species, 3,500 house fly 
species, and 10,000 millipede species. In the category of mammals there are 5,494 species.16 

The point is that God created the original kinds with incredible variety and potential. And very likely 
there are many more species that will be classified as further exploration of vast jungles and other 
regions continues. 

Evolutionists love to find supposed evidence of the evolutionary relationship of animals by studying the 
DNA found in each cell. We are told for example that nearly 100% of our DNA is identical to 
chimpanzee DNA.17 Well, what must be stressed is that the differences are still significant. As the 
Creation Answers Book states the 4% difference in our DNA is still a significant difference of total 
information, equivalent to 40 large books of information. 

Further, the similarity in DNA gives strong evidence for a common designer. 

The Creation Answers Book gives the illustration of the original Porsche and the Volkswagen Beetle. Both 
cars had a number of similarities showing not evolution but a common designer.18 

It is clear from the reading of Genesis that there is absolutely no room for the Darwinian view of 
common descent, that somehow a very “simple” creature over time changed into more and more 
complex creatures. This makes a nice story for those who want to deny God, but there is absolutely no 
explanation for how this could take place when you consider how complex a single cell is, much less an 
organ, or complex structure involving bones, muscles and nerves. There is no such thing as simple life. 

Some people ignorantly claim, well if you believe in creation, then you have no motive for learning 
about the world because you will just say, God did it, or God made it that way. Well, does knowing that 
cars were intelligently designed by humans make you less likely to learn about each feature or more 
interested to learn all the details? I think when it comes to studying the animals God made, we are 
much more driven to explore the details when you believe the infinitely wise God designed these 
creatures rather than thinking the entire process was just driven by random forces. 

                                                
14 ESV Study Bible. 
15 At the family level there are 355 total ant families. 
16 Statistics coming from Wolfram Alpha and DK Books. 
17 The actual number is estimated to be 96% according to CMI and their Creation Answers Book. 
http://creation.com/images/pdfs/cabook/chapter7.pdf 
18 http://creation.com/images/pdfs/cabook/chapter7.pdf This is page 111 of Creation Answers Book. 
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Consider the implications of this for the human body and in particular the appendix. If you believe the 
human appendix is just a relic of human evolution, then what point is there to really study it? But if you 
believe God created the appendix, then shouldn’t this drive us to really study the purpose for which 
God made it? 

The knowledge of God as creator is far from being a crutch or handicap for science but rather gives a 
wonderful foundation and encouragement to study all that God has made. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

You need to pause for praise. 

Psa. 34:1  I will bless the LORD at all times;  His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

10  The young lions lack and suffer hunger;  But those who seek the LORD shall not lack any 
good thing. 

18  The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart,  And saves such as have a contrite 
spirit.  

19  Many are the afflictions of the righteous,  But the LORD delivers him out of them all.  

20  He guards all his bones;  Not one of them is broken. 

- The wonders of God’s power wherever we look in creation. 

- Considering how God brings deliverance to us as we cry out to him. 

- Never forgetting the salvation that we have in Christ. How can we not be more directed to praising 
the infinite, eternal, and unchangeable Triune God? 

 

Prayer 

Hymn 107 

 

 

BENEDICTION – EPHESIANS 3:20-21 

   Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that works in us,  to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever 

and ever. Amen. 


