
1 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer       February 10, 2016  
 

Romans 1:8-13 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 4 

 
Introduction: 
 
     In Paul’s introduction to his letter to the Romans, he bridges the gap between himself 
and the church at Roman by establishing his official position as an Apostle. Paul then moves 
into his second part of introduction with his prayer. Dr. Alva J. McClain notes seven points 
from Paul prayer petition from verses 8 through 15.  

     “These personal statement reveal seven characteristics in the life of the apostle Paul: (1) his 
thanksgiving, (2) his service, (3) his prayer, (4) his longing, (5) his purpose, (6) his 
indebtedness, and, (7) his readiness” (McClain, The Gospel of God’s Grace – Romans; 1973, 
page 45). 

 

Romans 1:8-13 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world. 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without 
ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; 

10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the 
will of God to come unto you. 

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be 
established; 

12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, 
(but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other 
Gentiles. 
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     The Apostle Paul had come to faith in Christ around A.D. 35. At the time he pinned the 
letter to the Romans he had been a believer in Christ for about 22 to 23 years. This entire 
time Paul has a burning passion to go to Rome. Most people when speaking of visiting 
Rome would want to visit or vacation to see the sites. Maybe go shopping or try the foods, 
but Paul’s passion was not to vacation but to minister. Paul had a burning passion to 
minister in Rome the power of God’s grace by the gospel. Paul is thankful for the strong 
witness and testimony of this group of believers at Rome and he expresses this here in 
verse eight.  

Romans 1:8 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world. 

     “We observe here, as in other Epistles, Paul’s way of beginning with complimentary 
language, and expression of thankfulness for the good he knew of in his readers” (Spence, The 
Pulpit Commentary, Vol. 18 Acts & Romans; 2011, page 6). Paul was just not rendering lip 
service here, but he had a genuine thankfulness for the strong witness and the testimony of 
the faith of this group of believers at Rome. He said – “your faith is spoken of throughout the 
whole world” (KJV – Romans 1:8b). However this comment does not denote the meaning of 
the complete and entire world. It is a phrase that denoting general notoriety, we must use 
context, common sense and the author’s intent when applying interpretation to these 
generalized statements.  

     Paul opened every one of his letters with gratitude with the exception to his letter to the 
Galatians. Because of their defection from the true gospel, Paul opened their letter 
immediately with correction without any opening gratitude or opening commendations. 

     “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ 
and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who 
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 
9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to 
the one you received, let him be accursed. 10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of 
God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a 
servant of Christ. 11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached 
by me is not man's gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I 
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (ESV – Galatians 1:6-12).  

Romans 1:8-9 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world. 
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9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without 
ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; 

     Verse 8 shows his praise for them, verse nine he expresses his prayers for them. Paul 
here is expressing a genuine and sincere passion for the ministry in Rome, he stated that he 
made mention of them always in his prayers. Paul stated that he served with his spirit in 
the gospel of Christ. This term “serve” refers to religious activity and it is sometimes 
translated meaning “to worship.”  Paul prayers for them were with passion, they were 
sincere and from his heart. They were not motivated by religious service in fear to the legal 
obligation under the law. Because this 22 year Christian veteran was not the same man he 
was because Christ met him on his way to Damascus.  

     Paul’s intercession for the church at Rome was spiritual service and he was faithful to 
pray. Phillips states this concerning our prayer life in comparison to Paul’s. “Most of us are 
faithless enough in praying for our own family and friends, and how much less do we pray 
unceasingly for those in other cities and lands whose faces we have never seen. But Paul, when 
he admonished the Thessalonians to “pray without ceasing” (I Thess. 5:17), was simply urging 
them to follow in his steps” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, 
page 17). 

Romans 1:10 

10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the 
will of God to come unto you. 

     Paul’s passion to ministry to Rome moved him to make his request unto God for a 
prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto them. J. Vernon McGee states; “He says 
he wants to come Rome “by the will of God.” I believe he went there by the will of God” 
(McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary Series, Volume 42; 1991, page 29).  

     Paul’s desire in the spirit was by the will of God to go to Rome. He did not fret, moan, or 
complain about his circumstances in getting there either like we often do. We pray to God 
for His will to be done and then we complain during the process of how God is working it 
out. Did Paul complain? Look at what he told the Philippians: “Do all things without 
grumbling or questioning, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did 
not run in vain or labor in vain” (RSV – Philippians 2:14-16). 

     Now look at what he went through on his way to Rome. He was caught in a massive 
storm while at sea, he was ship wrecked and he was bitten by a viper. This entire time he 
was being transported as a prisoner, yet Paul never complained. He no doubt counted it a 
prosperous journey by the will of God.  
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     Paul has already set to examples for us to follow.  

1. Pray without ceasing – As Paul did.  
2. Do all things without grumbling or questioning – As Paul did. 

Romans 1:11 

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be 
established; 

     Paul said I long to see you, speaking of his writers and others in Rome. We see his 
statement as Luke recorded in Acts. “When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in 
the Spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, 
“After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” (NKJV – Acts 19:21). 

     Dr. Leon Morris states concerning Paul desire here; “He longs to see his Roman friends, 
not primarily to get something out of them, but in order to impart something to them, some 
spiritual gift to make you strong” (Morris, The Epistle to the Romans; 1988, page 60). His 
desire and longing was not selfish for his own personal gain, look at the suffering he 
endured to get there. Paul did not give up, but he persevered, because his task at hand was 
not his own but he was on a mission from God and Paul knew and believed this. 

     “When they had gone a long time without food, then Paul stood up in their midst and said, 
“Men, you ought to have followed my advice and not to have set sail from Crete and incurred 
this damage and loss. 22 Yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss 
of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For this very night an angel of the God to whom I 
belong and whom I serve stood before me, 24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand 
before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.’ 
25 Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for I believe God that it will turn out exactly as I have 
been told. 26 But we must run aground on a certain island.” (NASB – Acts 27:21-26). 

     Paul knew he had to go to Rome, and that he had to impart unto them some spiritual gift, 
that they may be established to the end. It is unclear as to what this spiritual gift was. John 
MacArthur talks a little more about this verse to shed some light on the subject. “The Greek 
word translated “gift” is charisma, which means a “gift of grace” – a spiritual enablement 
whose source is the Spirit of God. Romans uses this same term to describe: 

1. Christ Himself (5:15,15); 
2. General blessing from God (11:29) (cf 1 Tim. 6:17); 
3. Specific spiritual gifts given to members of the body to minister to the whole (12:6-8; cf 

1 Cor. 12:1-31; 1 Peter 4:10, 11). 

     Paul probably intends to encompass all 3.” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 
2006, page 1659). 
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Romans 1:12 

12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 

     Paul states he wants to come unto them in Rome for the purpose of imparting and 
establishment as stated in verse 11. Now He gives another reason for his longing to come 
unto them – for encouragement.  The context of this verse is profound, when faithful 
believers get together in the context of developing in the Word of God, great 
encouragement takes place in the life of the learner and the teacher. Mutual 
encouragement comes when people are being stabilized in their faith and in the 
understanding of the Word. And Paul says - that I may be comforted together with you by 
the mutual faith both of you and me. 

 

Romans 1:13 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, 
(but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other 
Gentiles. 

     Paul would have come sooner unto them if he were able. However as we see from Acts 
he was indeed hindered many times from journeying to Rome. Paul is letting them know so 
they would not be unaware of this fact. But then he moves into another reason for his 
longing to come unto them.  

     “His intent was not to make a social call but to obtain some fruit among the believers in 
Rome, even as among the rest of the Gentiles to whom he minister. Paul’s ministry was an 
unending quest for spiritual fruit. His preaching, teaching and writing were not ends in 
themselves. The purpose of all true ministry for God is to bear fruit in His name and with His 
power and for His glory” (MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – 
Romans 1-8; 1991, page 45). 

     The entire purpose of our eternal salvation through Christ Jesus our LORD is for the 
glory of God. Paul knew this and one of the missions of a child of the God in bringing His 
glory is to bear fruit. The task of a bond-salve is to be obedient to the Master.  “Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (KJV – John 15:4-
5). 

     Paul was well aware of this doctrinal truth, that a true believer bears fruit. We are not 
saved nor are we kept because we bear fruit. But the biblical truth of the Sovereign grace of 
God is that we will bear fruit because we have been gloriously saved.  
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     “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain” (KJV – John 15:16). Salvation is not 
because of our fruit, or our works. But these things are a result of salvation through the 
saving grace of our LORD Jesus Christ that God has purposed in us.  

 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 

     Paul knew and understood this with full assurance. And in these six short verses Paul 
admonishes the believers at Rome as well as us today of three things that we should strive 
for to bring honor and glory to God.  

1. Pray without ceasing – As Paul did.  
2. Do all things without grumbling or questioning – As Paul did. 
3. Strong desire to bear fruit for the Glory of God – As Paul did. 

“For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen” 
(KJV – Romans 11:36). 
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