
Why I love the Church! 
Matthew 16:16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou 

art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 

Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 

thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto 

thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the keys 

of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

1. The church of Jesus Christ is built on a strong confession of 

faith 16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art 

the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
a. The church is made up of believers in the Lord Jesus 

Christ 
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i. We believe that Jesus is the Christ 

ii. We believe that Jesus is the Son of God 

iii. we believe that Jesus is God 

iv. We believe that the man Jesus was God in the flesh 

come to pay our sin debt 

b. If you have a low view of Jesus then you will have a low 

view of the church 

c. If you want to get together with others that love Jesus, 

worship Him, sing to Him, learn more about Him then you 

are going to love the church 

d. If you believe that Jesus is the only way to heaven then 

you will love the church where He is preached, taught, 

explained, shared, etc 

i. No other way to get to God John 14:6 Jesus saith unto 

him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 

cometh unto the Father, but by me.  
ii. No other name to be saved Acts 4:12 Neither is there 

salvation in any other: for there is none other 

name under heaven given among men, whereby we 

must be saved. 
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iii. He is the only mediator I Timothy 2:3 For this is good 

and acceptable in the sight of God our 

Saviour; 4 Who will have all men 

to be saved, and to come 

unto the knowledge of the 

truth. 5 For there is one God, and one 

mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus; 6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to 

be testified in due time.  

e. No one gets saved that doesn't come to the point of 

making that great confession. It is knowing Jesus as your 

Lord and Savior.—It is the only the Lord Jesus Christ that 

can give us our dignity back, Narda 

2. The church of Jesus Christ has strong promises 18 And I 

say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
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I will build my church; and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it. 
a. Jesus will build His church. No other institution has ever 

had such a promise 

i. We sow and water but He gives the increase 

ii. We teach and preach but He saves 

iii. He empowers His Word 

iv. You can have a business but no promise that it will 

prosper 

v. You can be sure that the church of Jesus Christ will 

prosper 

b. The gates of hell speak of the seats of authority of hell 

i. Satan can never win 

ii. The demons and wickedness can never win 

iii. We can’t be stopped when we take the gospel message 

of Jesus Christ. 

1. It may appear that temporarily we have failed but we 

have not, Jim Elliot, the loss of the Bible College land, 

persecution that has happened to so many of God’s 

people 
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2. Every place we go and take the truth it will work. It 

will prevail 

3. We do not sit back and try to hold on instead we 

attack the very doors of hell 

iv. Those few, unlearned men, 12 of them would never be 

able to turn the world upside down but they did  

John 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 

and greater works than these 

shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

Acts 17:6 And when they found them not, they drew 

Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, 

crying, These that have turned the world 

upside down are come hither also;  

c. God is always looking for men and women that He can 

use to accomplish His purposes II Chronicles 16:9 For the 

eyes of the Lord run to and fro 

throughout the whole earth, to 
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shew himself strong in the behalf 

of them whose heart is perfect 

toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: 

therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars.  

d. Some where today a young man stands alone, weak, 

helpless, but believing God and begins to preach. He 

wonders if anything will come from it but it will. God will 

build His church and Satan trembles at the thought  

3. The church of Jesus Christ has great responsibility 19 And I 

will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 

shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

a. God gave Peter and the church the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven 

i. On the day of Pentecost 3,000 souls were added to the 

church Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his 
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word were baptized: and the same day there were 

added unto them about three thousand souls.  

ii. The Samaritans first receive the Holy Spirit when Peter 

is there Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at 

Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 

God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 15 Who, when 

they were come down, prayed for them, that they might 

receive the Holy Ghost:  

iii. He was used to take the gospel to the Gentile world, 

Cornelius Acts 10 

iv. Each of us make that difference in the lives of others as 

we share the gospel also 

v. Without a doubt the power to know about Jesus and His 

salvation lies in our willingness to share the gospel 

b. They would also have the ability to bind things on earth 

and in heaven 

i. This would refer to church discipline I Corinthians 5:12  

For what have I to do to judge them also that are 

without? do not ye judge them that are 

within? 13 But them that are without God judgeth. 
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Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked 

person. 

ii. To be part of a church is to be accountable to others 

Matthew 18: 15 Moreover if thy brother shall 

trespass against thee, go and tell him his 

fault between thee and him alone: if he 

shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 

16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one 

or two more, that in the mouth of two or 

three witnesses every word may 

be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to 

hear them, tell it unto the church: but if 

he neglect to hear the church, let him 

be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 18 

Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall 

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  
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c. The church is responsible to fulfill the great commission 

d. The church is responsible to grow its members to 

maturity Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; 

and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 

pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the 

saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till 

we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 

Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more 

children, tossed to and fro, and carried 

about with every wind of doctrine, 

by the sleight of men, and cunning 

craftiness, whereby they lie in wait 

to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may 
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grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole 

body fitly joined together and 

compacted by that which every 

joint supplieth, according to the effectual 

working in the measure of every 

part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of 

itself in love. 

e. The church is responsible to teach its members the truth  

I Timothy 3:15  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know 

how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, 

which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 

ground of the truth.  
f. The church is not a club but God’s organization here on 

earth to represent Him and what He teaches. It has 

enormous responsibility. That is why you must take it 

seriously. You must be in your place. You must do the 

work like you were working for God in His greatest 
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enterprise because you are 

4. The church of Jesus came at a great price Acts 20:28  

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, 

over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 

feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 

with his own blood.  
a. The church is no ordinary group of people 

b. We are people of super strong convictions 

c. We are people who believe great promises 

d. We are people that know that the church has a position of 

great responsibility 

e. We know that the church is close to the heart of God 

since it cost Him the death of His Son 

f. If God put that much emphasis on the church then I 

certainly want to do the same thing 

g. The church cost God and everyone else who has ever 

loved the church. It costs our lives. It cost our fortunes. It 

is worth everything that we could possibly imagine 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5. The New Testament is the story of His church 

a. The word church is only mentioned 2 times in the gospels 

but from there it becomes the most important theme 

b. The book of Acts is about the acts of the Holy Spirit and 

the apostles as they started churches 

c. The epistles are to churches in different locations 

d. The pastoral epistles are to pastors of churches 

e. In Revelation we see the church, then the rapture, then 

the marriage of the church to Jesus 

f. You should get excited about the church 

g. I am a church man 

h. I live to start churches, to teach people how to act in the 

church, to get the church going forward 

i. The church is the closest thing to heaven on earth 

j. How are you involved in the church? 

i. Are you helping carry out the God’s mission for the 

church 

ii. Are you a member of the church, have you openly 

identified yourself with the church 

iii. Are you giving so the church can accomplish God’s 

mission for her 
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iv. Are you praying for the leadership of the church that 

God would use them greatly 

k. The hymn says it well 

Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war,  
 with the cross of Jesus going on before.  
 Christ, the royal Master, leads against the foe;  
 forward into battle see his banners go!  

At the sign of triumph Satan's host doth flee;  
 on then, Christian soldiers, on to victory!  
 Hell's foundations quiver at the shout of praise;  
 brothers, lift your voices, loud your anthems raise.  

Like a mighty army moves the church of 
God;  
 brothers, we are treading where the 
saints have trod.  
 We are not divided, all one body we,  
 one in hope and doctrine, one in 
charity.  

Crowns and thrones may perish, 
kingdoms rise and wane,  
 but the church of Jesus constant will 
remain. 
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 Gates of hell can never gainst that 
church prevail;  
 we have Christ's own promise, and 
that cannot fail.  

Onward then, ye people, join our happy throng,  
 blend with ours your voices in the triumph song.  
 Glory, laud, and honor unto Christ the King,  
 this through countless ages men and angels sing.
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