
 

The Deadly Consequence of Vain Worship (Malachi 1:6-14) 

• Jesus tells His disciples: “Where your heart is there your treasure will be” 

• The burden of Malachi’s message is a call for true, authentic worship  

• Priests & people: despising the name of God with their sacrifices (v.8, 13,14) 

• The priests are leading the people of God astray with their vain worship  

I.  The Curse of Careless Worship  

• God’s main charge: ‘I have loved you’ their response: ‘how have you loved us’  

• We see a despising of and indifference to the majestic fatherhood of God (v.6) 

•  Priests & people: a sinful view of the greatness & power, fatherhood of God  

• Vs 10 & 11, 13 &14 connects: heart problem: unbelief & its fruit: vain worship 

- Oh what a weariness: weary with God, bored with Him.  

- And you sneer at it: what is our attitude like, is it like dragging ourselves  

- You bring the stolen, the lame, the sick:  scraps just to ease our conscience  

II. Vain Worship Is the Direct Result of a Low View of God  

•  Why were the people of God bored with Him? Vs 13 – fruit of unbelief 

• When God does not satisfy us we will turn to the world to satisfy our desires  

• This is the heart and cause of idolatry, it turns from God: Jer 2:13; 17:5-9 

• What is the root of such vain worship? Which God truly despises (v.10) 

• Vain worship is that which is meaningless, it costs nothing & means nothing  

• David, after the plague struck his people uses this word in 2 Sam 24: 24 

• God does not need our worship: He will glorify His name (Isa 42:8; Ex 20:7) 

Conclusion and application  

• Jesus’ words define true worship: John 4: 21-24 – it is not external but spiritual 

• Paul explains this worship: 2 Cor 4:6, 17; 2 Cor 7:1; Phil 3:3, 12; Isa 66:2 


