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Introduction  

1. The bowl judgments of chapter 16 dealt with the final wrath of God on the rebellion of the 

ages. 

a. God’s wrath is centered on those who worship the beast system and wear his mark (16:2). 

b. The beast system, persecuting and killing “the witnesses of Jesus,” is diametrically 

opposed to God’s kingdom (16:6; 17:6). 

c. These judgments are not intended to provoke any repentance but solely to punish (16:6b, 

7, 9, 11).  

2. The chapters that follow (17 and 18) elaborate on the final bowl judgments (16:12–16). 

a. The main question is who is this Babylon, mother of harlots and abominations of the 

earth? 

b. How does the fall of Babylon relate to the final conflict of 9:13–21, 16:12–16, and 19:11–

21? 

c. What is the nature of the confusion that seems to surround these passages, and is there 

any hope for understanding them? 

3. This message may be more academic than pastoral because it lays out what I believe to be 

the best answer to the mystery of Babylon and why it matters. I want to lay down a 

background for these next chapters: I. A Journey (why I reject dispensationalism); II. The 

Principle of Babel, and III. The Doctrine of Victory 

I. A Journey - Dispensationalism 

1. At issue: the pretribulational premillennialism of dispensationalism—three problems: 

a. Its misdirected focus: the primacy of national Israel in God’s supposed two-pronged 

kingdom program. 

The dispensational approach fails to understand that Jesus fulfilled all God’s expectations of 

covenant Israel, whose apostasy and idolatry were continuously judged by God in her 

history (Matt. 8:11, 12; 21:33–46; 23:37–39; Acts 7:51–53; 15:14–17).   

b. The dispensational approach fails to understand that God has but one kingdom and that 

His goal is the restoration of earth (Eden) through the gospel’s reaching all nations (Matt. 

24:14) and that Jesus is now reigning at the Father’s right hand, subduing His enemies 

and gathering His people (Psa. 110:1; Luke 20:43; Acts 2:5; Heb. 1:13; 10:13; I Cor. 

15:25).   

c. The dispensational approach fails to understand that there is but one general resurrection 

of both just and unjust at Christ’s second coming at which He will judge all under the 

standard of the gospel (Dan. 12:3; John 5:28; Matt. 25:31–46). 

What about the “first resurrection” (Rev. 20:6)? Dispensationalism teaches that there are 

two resurrections separated by the thousand-year earthly millennial reign of Christ over 

national Israel. Jesus explained this to the Jews in John 5:19–29.   



2. What, then, do we do with the Jews, modern Israel and Romans 11, particularly vv. 25–32? 

a. First, we are not anti-Semitic (Matt. 23:37; Rom. 9:1–3, 6, 7; 10:1; 11:7, 26, 27), 

believing many will be included in the true Israel of all the elect of God.  

b. Second, we must learn to distinguish between “Jews,” the apostate religion of Judaism 

(Gal. 1:13, 14; cf. John 5:37–47; 6:41–59; 8:31–47; Matt. 23:1–39; note especially vv. 

34–36, 38) and the Hebrew people, descendants of Abraham. 

II. Principle of Babel  

1. God’s kingdom has always been viciously opposed by Satan and his minions who promote 

the lie that one can become his own god (Gen. 3:5). 

a. Satan uses religion as a system that supports the divine right of kings while oppressing 

the people. 

b. The Revelation was written against the backdrop of such emperor worship, particularly 

strong in Asia Minor, the home of the seven churches (1:4).  

2. Babylon is the name given to this religion of self-deification in all its forms and settings 

from Babel (Gen. 10:6–20) to Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and the present Islam, 

Romanism, and atheistic evolutionary humanism. 

a. The seat of Babel is always a city—“that great city” (Gen. 10:12 [Jonah 1:2]; 11:4; Dan. 

4:30; Rev. 11:8; 16:19; 17:18; 18:10, 16–21). 

b. The question is what city is the great city or cities of Revelation?  

3. Zoroastrian paganism characterizes the Babylonian system. 

a. Dualism—the struggle between good and evil as defined by the religio-political system in 

power 

b. Inherent goodness and ability to better oneself through “good thoughts, good words, good 

deeds”  

c. Controlled free will but intolerance of Christ and gospel truth 

3. Two Jerusalems (Gal. 4:21–27; Heb. 12:18–24) 

a. To be “under the law” (in Paul’s language) is to be under a religio-political system of 

tyranny that puts people under bondage. 

b. Earthly Jerusalem fits that description (Rev. 11:8) in that it became a harlot (Isa. 1:21–

25), deserting its covenant connection to God and persecuting His servants who were sent 

to correct her (Acts 7:52).   

c. Of the Babylonian cities, only Jerusalem is promised restoration (Isa. 1:26ff) but not as 

we might think. Rather, we come to Mt. Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem— “Therefore let 

us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 

acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 

12:28, 29).   

III. The Triumph of God – a Doctrine of Victory 

1. The Revelation story is one of victory and triumph (Rev. 1:5–8; 11:17, 18; 15:3, 4). 



“Our doctrine must stand sublime above all the glory of the world, and invincible by all its 

power. Because it is not ours, but that of the Living God and His Anointed Whom the Father 

has appointed King so that He may rule from sea to sea and from the rivers even to the ends 

of the earth and so rule, as to smite the whole earth with the mere rod of His mouth and break 

them into pieces like a potter's vessel according to the magnificent predictions of the 

prophets respecting His Kingdom” (John Calvin: Preface to King Francis, para. 10, in 

Calvin's Institutes of the Christian Religion; see Daniel 2:34; Isaiah 11:4; Psalm 2:9). 

2. Sadly, under the influence of dispensational theology, saints in the west (English-speaking 

countries) have succumbed to a pessimistic and defeatist mentality, withdrawing from the 

battle, cringing at the horrible estate of the world, and hoping to escape persecution through 

Jesus who will soon evacuate us via the rapture.  

Application  

1. Jesus made us kings and priests to God (Rev. 1:4–6) so that, through the church, we can 

have dominion over all the earth. We accomplish this— 

a. By trusting the King for grace and power 

b. By obeying the King in all things, even suffering 

c. By putting on the whole armor of God and standing firm for the truth 

d. By praying with all prayer and supplication (Eph. 6:10–20).   

2. We are more than conquerors. 

Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus going on before. 

Christ, the royal Master, leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle see His banners go! 

At the sign of triumph Satan’s host doth flee; 

On then, Christian soldiers, on to victory! 

Hell’s foundations quiver at the shout of praise; 

Brothers lift your voices, loud your anthems raise.  

Crowns and thrones may perish, kingdoms rise and fall, 

But the church of Jesus triumphs over all. 

Gates of hell can never gainst that church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, and that can never fail. 

Do you believe this? 

“In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37). 

 


