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1 Timothy 1:19-20 (NASB) “19 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in 
regard to their faith. 20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be 
taught not to blaspheme.” 

Galatians 3:28 (NASB) “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

1 Corinthians 11:3 (NASB) “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a 
woman, and God is the head of Christ.” 

Equality of status before God does not equate to interchangeability in function. 
 
 
 
 
I.       The Propriety of Women in the Church (vv. 9-10) 
 
 

1 Timothy 2:8 (NASB) “Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 
dissension.” 

 
 
 
 
II.      The Prohibition for Women in the Church (vv. 11-12) 
 
 

Hebrews 13:17 (NIV) “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give 
an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” 
 
 
1 Timothy 3:1-7 (NASB) “1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he 
desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money. 4 He 

must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man 
does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 6 and not a new convert, 
so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a good 
reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.” 
 
 
Titus 2:3-5 (NASB) “3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to 
much wine, teaching what is good, 4 so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their 
children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of God will 
not be dishonored.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV) “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.” 

 



III.     The Pattern for Women in the Church (vv. 13-14) 
 
 

Paul doesn’t base the roles in church on the culture of that day; he bases it on creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV.      The Preservation of Women in the Church (v. 15) 
 
 

“The rescue, the delivery, the freeing of women from the stigma of having led the race into sin happens when they bring up 
a righteous seed. What a perfect counter! Women are far from being second-class citizens because they have the primary 
responsibility for rearing godly children. Mothers spend far more time with their children than do their fathers, and thus 
have the greater influence. Fathers cannot know the intimate relationship with their children that their mother establishes 
from pregnancy, birth, infancy and early childhood. Paul’s point is that while a woman may have led the race into sin, 
women have the privilege of leading the race out of sin to godliness. This does not mean that God wants all women to 
bear children; some He doesn’t even want married (1 Corinthians 7:25-40). Paul speaks in general terms. The pain 
associated with childbirth was the punishment for the woman’s sin (Genesis 3:16), but the joy and privilege of child-rearing 
delivers women from the stigma of that sin.”                                                                                                 ─John MacArthur 
 
 
 
 
“I learned more about Christianity from my mother than all the theologians of England.”             ─John Wesley (1703-1791) 
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Sermon 16:  Here We Stand On the Role of Women in The Church 

Series: Here We Stand 

1 Timothy 2:9-15 

 

One thing we have talked about over and over in this series is the tension between the truth of Scripture 

and the values, beliefs, and practices of the culture we live in. The culture is constantly changing, but the 

Scripture does not. There is always pressure from the culture to conform the church to culture’s values. 

To stay true to the Scriptures, a church must be “counter cultural.” The church is to influence the culture; 

the culture should not be able to shape the church by pulling the church away from the truths that offend 

the culture.  

Nowhere is the pressure to conform to the culture stronger than in the area of roles in the church – 

especially the role of women in the church. Over the last few decades a whole new group has been formed 

that is called “evangelical feminists.” Evangelical feminists have labored to bring “equality” (uniformity) 

to the roles and responsibilities of men and women in the home and in the church. This labor has taken 

different approaches. Some feminists just say the writers of Scripture were influenced by the repressive 

views toward women of their day and thus the parts of Scripture that differ with the feminist viewpoint 

are just considered wrong and ignored. That approach simply decimates the doctrine of the inspiration of 

the Scriptures. Other feminists profess to believe the Scriptures are inspired by God, but seek to 

reinterpret the troublesome passages to make them say something that is not offensive to the feminists.  

Let us examine some examples of incorrect interpretations that seek to make 1 Timothy 2:9-15 more 

palliative to feminists. Using our text some feminist “scholars” say that Paul forbade women to teach in 



the public gatherings of the church because the women at Ephesus (where Timothy was ministering) were 

teaching false doctrine. They then say that Paul’s instructions in verse 12 were only for Ephesus and the 

problems there and have no application to our day. The problem with that interpretation is that the only 

false teachers named at Ephesus were men. 1 Timothy 1:19-20 (NASB): “keeping faith and a good 

conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. Among these are 

Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to 

blaspheme.” No evidence of female false teachers at Ephesus is found anywhere in the New Testament. 

Another claim by feminists is that the women at Ephesus were less educated than the men and that is the 

reason for the temporary prohibition for women to teach in the public services of the church. Today, since 

women have opportunities for education just like men, this prohibition no longer is relevant. The facts are 

that very few men or women had education beyond basic literacy skills.  

What we are going to do in this message is to find out what this passage in 1 Timothy is saying, using 

sound hermeneutical principles. However, we are going to find that what Paul was saying in 1 Timothy 

2:9-15 is going to be offensive to many in our culture. Remember that our authority is the Scriptures 

rightly interpreted, not the views that twist the Scripture to accommodate our culture.  

To prepare us for this passage that deals with the role of women in the church, I want to make several 

biblically accurate statements that we need to understand.  

First, the New Testament clearly teaches equality of the worth, the value of men and women. It is that 

worth or value that Galatians 3:28 (NASB) is speaking of. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Both men and 

women are in the image of God. Both men and women are of equal worth in their standing before God, 

their being loved by God, and their capacity to please God. However, while there is equality in the worth 

of males and females, there are different roles. That statement shouldn’t trouble us; that statement is even 

true of the Trinity! 1 Corinthians 11:3 (NASB): “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of 

every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.” The Trinity is co-equal in 

person and in being deity, but there are different roles within even the Trinity. Equality of status before 

God does not equate to interchangeability in function. With these basic truths laid out before us, let’s look 

at one of the most controversial passages in the New Testament when it comes to roles or function for 

men and women in the church. 

 

I.  The Propriety of Women in the Church (v 9-10) 

Paul is writing to Timothy, his son in the faith who was pastoring the church at Ephesus. This church had 

a special place in Paul’s heart since he planted it and stayed in Ephesus for three years. The context of 1 

Timothy 2:9-15 is the public worship service of the church (that is very important). The opening word of 

verse 9, “likewise,” goes back to 1 Timothy 2:8 (NASB): “Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, 

lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.” In verse 8 Paul is telling men to come to worship 

with a heart that is pleasing to God. “Holy hands” is a figure of speech that means a life with no hidden 

sins or motives. The phrase, “without wrath and dissension” means that as much as is possible with 

people who come to church, their relationships with others must be made right. Just as men are to come 

having sins confessed and relationships with others made right, even so the women are “likewise” to 

come prepared to worship and hear from God.  

Timothy was facing several problems in the church at Ephesus with women and their preparedness to 

worship in a way that was pleasing to God. One of the problems was their dress in the public services and 

also some confusion seems to have developed over the roles of the women. Paul is dealing with the 

confusion here.     

Paul firmly lets the people of Ephesus know that the public services of the church are to be when 

corporate worship happens, not where people put on a show. A key word in verse 9 is “adorn.” The Greek 

word is kosmeo. It literally means to arrange or to put in order. He is saying that a woman must arrange 

herself properly for public worship. A part of a woman’s adornment is external and a part is internal (the 



most important). The principle is that the outer adornment ought to be in line with the inner character. The 

next important phrase is “proper clothing.” It is translated “respectable apparel” in the ESV. There are no 

new problems in the church today. In the first century as well as the 21
st
 century some women were 

dressing immodestly to draw attention to themselves when they came to the public gatherings of the 

church. Men who struggle with maintaining a pure thought life (that includes most all men) should not be 

confronted with immodest seductive clothes at the public gatherings of the church. If you are unsure about 

some article of clothing, you probably should not wear it. If you need counsel, why not ask an older 

spiritually mature woman such as one of the elders’ wives.  

Let your apparel reflect your character not necessarily the style of the world. The hair, gold, pearls and 

costly clothing are not referring to all jewelry and clothing; it is only that which is gaudy and ostentatious 

and that draws undue attention to yourself. There are descriptions of wealthy women of that day who 

would weave strings of pearls through her hair. It was the putting on of a show to impress others. Again, 

the principle here is that the clothing and jewelry should reflect your inner character. In verse 10, Paul 

says that instead of outward adornment, there should be the adornment of good works which must 

characterize a woman professing godliness. 

Here is the test. Does your outward adornment conflict with your profession of godliness? Are your sins 

confessed (lifting up holy hands) and are your relationships made right so that there is no wrath and 

dissension?  

 

II.  The Prohibition for Women in the Church (v 11-12) 

Ah, here is where the sparks begin to fly! The question is, “What part can a woman fulfill in a church 

service, in its leading and teaching”? The words “receive instruction” in verse 11 were revolutionary for 

the first century. In the Jewish, as well as pagan culture of that day, women were on about the same level 

as slaves. Most Jewish Rabbis would not teach women. One of the prayers quoted by many Rabbis was “I 

thank God that I am not a barbarian or a woman.” It was of little concern whether women learned 

anything or not. The common Jewish view did not come from the Old Testament but from traditions of 

man.  

In Greek culture (which prevailed in New Testament times) women were thought unworthy of the 

learning process. Yet, verse 11 says “A woman must quietly receive instruction.” This was really radical. 

He was affirming that women and men are equal in worth. This word “instruction” is the same root word 

we get disciple from. He is commanding that the women be discipled. He then gives two descriptions of 

how she is to be discipled. First, she is to learn in silence. That simply means that she is not to do the 

teaching in the church’s gatherings. We will see in the next verse that this silence isn’t for every situation 

– only the public teaching of the church. She speaks in song and prayer and testimony, but when it comes 

to the authoritative teaching, she listens and learns. Second, she is to listen in submission. That means that 

she recognizes that she is not in authority but is under authority. The implication is that she doesn’t chaff 

under authority, but wholly aligns herself under authority. There is to be no hint of bitterness in her. 

In verse 12, Paul is enlarging on what he said in verse 11. The word “allow” means to permit or give 

liberty to. There are two things he as an Apostle does not permit. The first is that a woman is not 

permitted to teach men. The word “teach” refers in this context to the authoritative imparting of facts that 

results in the listeners’ spiritual growth. It refers to the authoritative pastor/teacher role of proclaiming the 

Word of God. It is speaking of authority in proclaiming doctrine and making interpretation. Elizabeth 

Elliot and her husband Jim Elliot were missionaries in Ecuador. Jim Elliot along with four other 

missionaries sought to take the Gospel to a remote unreached savage tribe called the Huaorani in the 

Ecuadorian jungle. When they landed their plane on the beach close to the tribe, they were all five killed. 

Sometime later Elizabeth Elliot and her two-year-old daughter along with some female missionaries went 

back went back to live among the tribe that had killed her husband. When she went back, God in His 

mercy allowed her and the three other missionaries to lead several in the tribe to Christ. They planted a 

church among the Huaorani. Elizabeth Elliot was the only biblically trained person who could speak the 



language, but she was so concerned about violating God’s pattern that she would help one of the Huaorani 

men with the sermon in private so that he could lead the public services. She understood that this directive 

from the Apostle Paul was meant to be obeyed.  

There is a second thing the Apostle does not permit. He does not permit a woman to exercise authority 

over a man in the church. That refers primarily to an office in the church – an elder or a pastor/teacher. In 

chapter 3 of 1 Timothy and in Titus 1, Paul gives the qualifications of an elder in the church. This office is 

also called “Bishop” and “Overseer.” “Pastor” refers to the shepherding work of the Elder. I am just going 

to refer to this office as Elder. It is an office that carries with it authority from God. It is certainly not 

unlimited authority, but it is an office that has authority in the church. The writer of Hebrews was 

speaking of elders when he said in Hebrews 13:17 (NIV): “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. 

They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, 

not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.”  

We read the qualifications of an elder in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 (NASB):  

It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he 

desires to do. An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, 

prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, 

peaceable, free from the love of money. 
 
He must be one who manages his own household well, 

keeping his children under control with all dignity
 
(but if a man does not know how to manage his 

own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), and not a new convert, so that he 

will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 
 
And he must have 

a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare 

of the devil.  

We see basically the same list in Titus 1:5-9. In both lists it is obvious that the elder or overseer is a man. 

The doctrinal teaching in the public services of the church is to be done by an elder or a man appointed by 

the elders.  

Is the Bible saying that women cannot teach in the church at all? When you walk in the front doors of the 

church, if you are female do you have to zip your lip? No, the Bible is not saying that. I thank God for 

gifted women in our church who are gifted in teaching. Women can exercise their gift of teaching in 

settings other than the corporate meetings of the church. They can teach other women and children. They 

can share testimony and report on ministry or the Lord’s work. They can pray. They can share the Gospel 

with the lost. They simply cannot authoritatively teach doctrinal truth in the gatherings of the church 

where men are present. The pattern for women is that older women are to teach the younger women. Titus 

2:3-5 (NASB):  

Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to 

much wine, teaching what is good, so that they may encourage the young women to love their 

husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their 

own husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored. 

We have opportunities for women to teach other women. We have needs for teachers in the children’s 

ministry. There are so many opportunities for women to exercise the spiritual gift of teaching that God has 

given them.  

It is not my place to explain all of the whys when it comes to God’s commands. We are to obey whether 

we know all of His whys or not. On this command to women in verse 12, however, I think we can see 

some of the whys if we think about it. Without this prohibition for women to teach authoritatively and 

exercise authority over a man, there would be confusion between the God given role of the wife in the 

home and at church. Suppose my wife was made an elder and I was not. Suppose she stood in the pulpit 

and authoritatively taught doctrine. At home, I am to lead, but at church she must lead. Where do we 



switch over? Is in at the mile marker that is half way to the church that suddenly she takes over? This 

brings confusion and 1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV): “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as 

in all the churches of the saints.” Let me state again that this prohibition has nothing to do with worth, 

ability, or equality. It has to do with the roles and responsibilities that God has assigned to men and to 

women.  

Why does that cause so many people to get so angry? Women can’t sing bass and men can’t have babies. 

God has different roles for men and women. I find it interesting that women who want to defy or explain 

away 1 Timothy 2:11-12 typically justify it by saying, “I know that God has called me to this.” Some 

inner impression or feeling or desire does not negate the clear teaching of Scripture. 

 

III.  The Pattern for Women in the Church (v 13-14) 

Some try to explain away this whole passage by saying that it was only for that time in that culture to 

avoid conflict in a male dominated culture. But in these two verses, Paul doesn’t base the roles in church 

on the culture of that day; he bases it on creation. According to Genesis 2:18, God made Eve after Adam 

to be his “helper.” God gave Adam the qualities needed for leadership. Eve, who stepped out from under 

Adam’s authority was vulnerable to temptation and indeed gave in to it. When a woman exercises 

authority over a man in the church or home, the order and roles from creation are violated. God created 

man to lead in the home and in the church. Violation of that God given order all the way from creation 

never has a good outcome. The pattern for male leadership goes all the way back to creation. 

 

IV.  The Preservation of Women in the Church (v 15) 

The key word in this verse is “preserved,” or “saved,” in other translations. This word means to preserve 

safe or to deliver from. Paul is obviously not teaching that women are saved in the sense of being 

reconciled with God by having children. That would contradict numerous passages in the Scripture about 

salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Here is what I believe that this verse is 

saying. I think it means that women are preserved from the stigma of being the ones Satan deceived and 

brought sin into the world by bringing up children who love God. John MacArthur summarizes this view 

well. “The rescue, the delivery, the freeing of women from the stigma of having led the race into sin 

happens when they bring up a righteous seed.” What a perfect counter! Women are far from being second 

class citizens because they have the primary responsibility for rearing godly children. Mothers spend far 

more time with their children than do their fathers, and thus have the greater influence. Fathers cannot 

know the intimate relationship with their children that their mother establishes from pregnancy, birth, 

infancy and early childhood. Paul’s point is that while a woman may have led the race into sin, women 

have the privilege of leading the race out of sin to godliness. This does not mean that God wants all 

women to bear children; some He doesn’t even want married (1 Corinthians 7:25-40). Paul speaks in 

general terms. The pain associated with childbirth was the punishment for the woman’s sin (Genesis 

3:16), but the joy and privilege of child rearing delivers women from the stigma of that sin.” [John MacArthur, 

MacArthur New Testament Commentary 1 Timothy, pages 89-90] 
The qualities necessary for a mother to have that kind of influence on their children are in 1 Timothy 

2:15b (NASB): “…faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.” John Wesley said, “I learned more about 

Christianity from my mother than all the theologians of England.” [Source unknown] 

Conclusion 

Don’t be confused about the roles of men and women in the church. The men are to hold positions of 

authority in the church and to teach doctrine in the corporate gatherings of the church. The women 

are to learn, teach the children, the older women are to teach the younger women, and above all the 

women with children are to focus on raising godly children. This is God’s plan for males and females 

in the church. 


