
Luke 12:35-48 The Blessed Steward 

The distress in the conflict of kingdoms requires watchfulness, faithfulness, and wisdom for a blessed 

hope. 

Is this teaching for disciples or for the crowds?  Is this for leaders or for everyone? (v. 41) Yes (vv. Vv. 47-

48).  Everyone is accountable to God for everything entrusted to him by God.  The level of demand is 

proportional to the level of knowledge of God’s will. 

1) There is distress in the conflict of kingdoms. 

a) “Day of the Lord” language 

i) “Let your loins stay girded” (v. 35) echoes Exodus 12:11  

ii) “At what hour the thief was coming” (v. 39) is linked with the coming of the Son of Man/Day 

of the Lord (1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet. 3:10; Rev. 3:3; cf. Isa. 13:6; Ezek. 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1; Amos 

5:18; Obad. 15; Zeph. 1:14-18). 

iii) “The Son of Man is coming” (v. 40; cf. Daniel 7) 

iv) “In the second watch, or in the third” (v. 38) indicates the darkness of night. 

b) Day of Judgment and Salvation 

i) Blessing on faithful servants (vv. 37-38, 43) 

ii) Judgment on faithless servants (vv. 45-48) 

c) Three Successive Acts 

i) The Cross/Spirit—Foundation of Kingdom of Christ and His Faithful Stewards (9:21-22, 43-

45; 18:31-34; 24:13-27; Acts 2:17-21; Joel 2:1, 28-32 

ii) Destruction of Jerusalem/Temple—Removal of Unfaithful Stewards and Apparatus of 

Former Kingdom Administration (13:34-35; 19:41-44; 21:5-28) 

iii) The Restoration of All Things—Final Judgment and Salvation in New Creation Kingdom (Luke 

21:34-35; Acts 3:21) 

d) Application: 

i) Expect persecution (Luke 12:4-12). 

ii) Beware of getting to comfortable while the conflict is still ongoing (12:13-21). 

2) This distress requires watchfulness, faithfulness, and wisdom. 

a) Watchfulness 

i) “Let your loins be girded and keep your lamps burning” (v. 35)—always ready for action, 

even through the dark of night. 

ii) “Like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast” (v. 36) 

iii) “Awake” (v. 37, 38) 

iv) “You also must be ready” 

v) “The Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” 

vi) Application:  

(1) Beware of creeping apathy. 

(2) Be eager in service. 

(3) Elders, keep a close watch on each other and on all the flock (Acts 20:28).   

(4) Elders, keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching (1 Timothy 4:16). 



b) Faithfulness 

i) “Who then is the faithful . . . . steward, whom his master will set over his household, to give 

them their portion of food at the proper time?” (v. 42) 

ii) “That servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes” (v. 43) 

iii) Committed to the Kingdom work 

iv) Application:  

(1) Beware of selfishness (v. 45). 

(2) Elders, feed Christ’s sheep (John 21:15-17). 

c) Wisdom 

i) “Who then is the . . . . wise steward, whom his master will set over his household, to give 

them their portion of food at the proper time?” (v. 42) 

ii) Prudent in the kingdom work 

iii) Application:  

(1) Beware of earthly wisdom (James 3:13-18). 

(2) Elders, know the Word and the times so that you can guide the flock with discernment 

(1 Chronicles 12:32). 

3) Christ’s stewards have a blessed hope. 

a) “Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes.  Truly, I say to you, 

he will gird himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve 

them.” (v. 37) 

i) It is His royal will to serve His people. 

ii) Christ served us at the cross. 

iii) Christ served us at Pentecost. 

iv) Christ served us in the destruction of the Temple/Jerusalem. 

v) Christ will serve us at the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-9). 

b) “Blessed are those servants!” (v. 38) 

c) “Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.  Truly, I say to you, 

he will set him over all his possessions.” (vv. 43-44) 

i) Faithful servants are given a gracious “reward” of stewardship. 

ii) The faithful witnesses reign with Christ (Revelation 20:4). 

d) Application: 

i) Consider that the hope of OT saints was not disappointed even though it was a long time in 

coming. 

ii) Consider the service that Christ has already rendered to you in redemptive history. 

iii) Set your mind on the blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 

Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13). 

Doxology: “To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, to the only wise God, be honor and glory forever 

and ever.  Amen.” 1 Timothy 1:17 

 


