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Message:   The Purifying Power of God’s Word
Text:          1 Peter 1:22 - 2:3

Introduction 

  A.  Christ’s apostles Peter and John, though having different personalities, writing styles, and churches to     

which they were writing, nonetheless, being inspired by the same Spirit of Christ, were unified in their

gospel message.  John, in a condensed form, says in 3 verses what Peter elaborates on in the first 28

versus of 1 Peter. 

      1.  The more condensed statement by John speaks of past, present, and future grace from God in His love 

for us, emphasizing the future grace to be ours when Christ returns.  He, like Peter, reminds us to

fix our hope on Christ’s return, telling us that those with a focus on how Christ will make us completely

holy as He is holy upon His return, will be in the process of purifying ourselves now. 

1 John 3:1  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children

of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know

Him.  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. W e 2

know that when He appears, we will be like Him , because we will see Him just as He is.  And 3

everyone who has this hope fixed on Him  purifies (hagnizo) himself, just as He is pure. 

      2.  The more expanded statement by Peter speaks in 1:1-12 of all the past, present, and future grace of     

believers, with an emphasis on future grace, followed by the command in 1:13 to fix our hope     

completely on God’s future grace to us at Christ’s return in glory.  This command is followed by

4 more commands explaining what fixing our hope on Christ’s return will look like in the present age.

Here are 3 of them - all referring to our conduct, behavior.

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, ... fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the

revelation of Jesus Christ. ...  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy (hagios)   15

yourselves also in all your behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM 16

HOLY."  ..., conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; ...  Since you 17  22

have in obedience to the truth purified (hagnizo) your souls for a sincere love of the brethren,

fervently love one another from the heart,  

      3.  If we truly, sincerely hope to become perfectly holy as Christ is, loving as Christ is, then we will not

want

to wait until Christ returns to begin becoming such holy, God fearing, loving people now, but will

be

wanting to grow toward what we will completely become when Christ appears.

      4.  Peter told us that it is by the sanctifying work and power of the Holy Spirit that we become holy,

obedient

children of God.

1 Peter 1:1 ... chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying 2

(hagiasmos) work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood ....

      5.  But what instrument or means does the Holy Spirit uses to bring God’s grace in Christ to bear on

us,

to impact us, to make us holy as Christ is, to purify our hearts to sincerely love Christ’s people as

He

does?  The answer is in the 4  command that describes what fixing our hope on future graceth

looks like.



1 Peter 2:2  like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow

in respect to salvation,

 

    John 17:17   Sanctify (hagiazo) them in the truth; Your word is truth.

  B.  The W ord of the Lord is the primary means by which His Holy Spirit brings His transforming grace to   

                impact our lives.

I.  The word of the Lord is His primary means of bringing His Spirit’s grace to us.

  A.  Notice the emphasis on God’s word in the context of this command.

1 Peter 1:22   Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of

the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  for you have been born again not of 23

seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of

God.  For, "ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOW ER OF 24

GRASS. THE GRASS W ITHERS, AND THE FLOW ER FALLS OFF,  BUT THE WORD OF THE 25

LORD ENDURES FOREVER." And this is the word which was preached to you. 

NAU 2:1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,

 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to2

salvation,  if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.  3

  B.  The word of God is a living and therefore active, transforming word by the Spirit’s power.  By it ...

      1. ... the Spirit regenerates us, recreates us with a new heart and new spirit/attiatude.  (Spurgeon

example)

1 Peter 1:23  for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable,

that is, through the living and enduring word of God.

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is living and active ....

      2. ... the Spirit creates in our hearts faith in Christ, without which, the Spirit will not create faith.  Those

to

whom Peter is writing are believers because the word of the Lord was preached to them.

Romans 10:13  "W HOEVER W ILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD W ILL BE SAVED." 14

How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him

whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? ...  So faith comes 17

from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

Psalm 119:38  Establish Your word to Your servant, as that which produces reverence (fear)

for You.

      3. ... the Spirit cleanses, purifies our hearts, writing His word on our hearts, giving us love and affection

for    it, because it calls us to live by faith in Christ’s image.

1 Peter 1:22  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of

the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 

Psalm 119:9  How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your

word.  W ith all my heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments. 10  11

Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You.

Jeremiah 31:33 But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those

days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I

will be their God, and they shall be My people. 



2 Corinthians 3:3  being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not

with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of

human hearts.

    4. ... the Spirit grows our faith and love toward Christ.  Again, if we truly, sincerely hope to     

become perfectly holy as Christ is, loving as Christ is, then we will not want to wait until Christ

returns     to begin becoming such holy, God fearing, loving people now, but will be wanting to grow

toward what     we will completely become when Christ appears.  As a watered flower grows toward the

sun, we who     are watered with the W ord grow in the image of God’s Son.

    

1 Peter 2:2  like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow

in respect to salvation,

     5. ...  the Spirit sustains and preserves our faith in Christ.  W e preach God’s W ord to unbelievers for

their      conversion.  W e preach God’s W ord to believers for their preservation.  In both instances,

people’s              eternal destinies depends on the Spirit’s grace through the W ord.

1 Peter 1:23   for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable,

that is, through the living and enduring word of God.  For, "ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, 24

AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOW ER OF GRASS. THE GRASS W ITHERS, AND THE

FLOW ER FALLS OFF,  BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER." And this is 25

the word which was preached to you.

1 Peter 1:5   who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be

revealed in the last time. 

Psalm 119:50   This is my comfort in my affliction, that Your word has revived me.

  C.  So what is to be our response to God’s W ord?

II.  Crave the pure milk of God’s Word, in order to be growing in our salvation.

  A.  Before we can crave God’s W ord, we must empty our hearts of all that would displace it.  Example: If

we

fill ourselves with all kinds of junk food at the Sate Fair, then we will not crave a sumptuous

banquet buffet at nearby Seawell’s restaurant.

1 Peter 2:1   Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and

all slander,  like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in 2

respect to salvation,  if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.  3

  B.  The way a newborn babies crave their mother’s milk, so believers are to crave God’s pure W ord.

1 Peter 2:1   Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all

slander,  like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow 2

in respect to salvation,  if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.  3

      1.  2:2 "like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the Word" does not = the comparison of preliminary     

truths of the Word necessary for conversion to milk versus solid food in Hebrews 5:13 or 1 Corinthians    

3:2.

1 Corinthians 3:1  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of

flesh, as to infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able 2

to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,  for you are still fleshly. For since there is 3

jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?



Hebrews 5:11  Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have

become dull of hearing.  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again 12

for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have

come to need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not 13

accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  But solid food is for the mature, 14

who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 

      2.  This milk for which we are to long like newborn babies includes all of God’s Word, which is “logikon” =     

rational or reasonable (Rom 12:2).  This may suggest that the milk in view is food for the mind rather    

than for the stomach, and is thus, God’s Word.

      3.  Three reasons are given why we should long for it:

1 Peter 2:1   Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit (dolon) and hypocrisy and envy and

all slander,  like newborn babies, long for the pure (adolon) milk of the word, so that by it you 2

may grow in respect to salvation,  if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.  3

   a.  This food for the mind is pure (adolon) as opposed to being deceitful (dolon, 2:1).  It is good for us.

It will never harm us.

  b.  This pure milk for the mind and soul causes us to "grow with respect to salvation," grow in our

deliverance from sin, grow in the holiness of our Lord Jesus.

c.  We’ve tasted/experienced the kindness of the Lord in entrusting our souls to Him, (not merely     

“sampled.”). We have experience His transforming grace, and therefore what it is to know Christ    

experientially.  We don’t long for food we’ve never eaten, experienced.  But since we have    

experienced Christ, nothing we desire could compare with Him!  The Lord’s words are sweeter  

 than honey to our taste, for by them we come to know the Lord Himself.

Psalm 119:103  How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my

mouth! 

Psalm 34:8  O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes

refuge in Him! 

Conclusion

  A.  A Christ focused life is one where we fix our hope completely on the grace Christ will being us when He

returns in glory to transform us and all creation.

  B.  Everyone who sincerely hopes in sharing in this complete transformation where all sin it’s effects are    

removed from us will want to be growing toward this final transformation, this final salvation from sin     

now.  We will want to be holy as He is Holy, pure as he is pure.

  C.  The means by which the Spirit’s power transforms us into the image of our Lord is the living, active, and   

enduringly so Word of our Lord.  So continually come to Christ by coming with hungry hearts to His   

            W ord that He might wash our souls with it, that our behavior and love would be holy as He is holy. 

Ephesians 5:25   ... Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  so that He might 26

sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  that He might 27

present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that

she would be holy and blameless. 

  D.   Don’t say “I know what the W ord says, I’ve heard it before, I don’t need it,” makes as much sense as  



 saying, “I’ve had a shower before.  I know all about it.  So I don’t need it.”  And don’t put Christ on

a    timer saying, “W ell, I asked to have more faith, love, patience, wisdom, etc., and He didn’t give it

to me,    so why bother?  On a humility scale from 1 to 10 with 10 being the most humble, how

humble is that    attitude?  Try a 1.  God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.  So let’s

humble our hearts and     come to Christ for the continual purification of our souls that enables us

to live and love with a holy love    like Christ’s.

      1.  If you have never been born again by God’s indwelling Spirit to a sincere faith in Christ as God, Savior,     

Lord, never experienced His transforming power to purify your soul, never truly humbled yourself before    

Christ as Lord, then ...

   Psalm 34:8   O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in

Him! 

      2.  If you have tasted the kindness of the Lord, if you have taken refuge in Christ, then ...

1 Peter 2:2  like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may

grow in respect to salvation,  if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.  3
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