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Colossians 3:12–15 

12  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 

humility, meekness, longsuffering;  

13  bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint 

against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.  

14  But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.  

15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one 

body; and be thankful. 

 

Let the Peace of Christ Rule in your Hearts 

Colossians 3:15 

 
INTRO: 
 
 We are in the middle of a description of that which we need to put on in our lives as 
believers in Christ, remember while salvation is all of God. We have a vital role in our spiritual 
growth. We work out our salvation with fear and trembling while God works in us the willing 
and the doing. Having put on in each of our lives these qualities created in the image of our 
Savior, we also must “put on” the rule of peace in our lives. 
 
 I. The Rule of Peace “Let the Peace of Christ Rule” 
II. The Place of Peace “called in one body and be thankful” 
 
I. The Rule of Peace “Let the Peace of Christ Rule” 
 
Colossians 3:15a    “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.”  

 
A. This does not sound like a command in English, but it is. We do not have an option to not 
let this happen. We are to make sure that the peace of Christ rules in our hearts. Now what 
does it mean for peace to rule? The Greek word comes from the contests in the arena. The 
verb literally means the ruling of an official at the game. When the referee says “safe,” the 
player is “safe.” There are no appeals. The umpire rules. Using this picture, Paul says, we are 
to submit to the rulings, the control of the Spirit of God in our lives. 
 
B. Is this peace individual or corporate? Both. We are to make sure Christ’s peace rules in 
our hearts individually, “our hearts.” And as the local body of Christ as a whole. His peace 
can only rule in the whole of the church if it rules in each heart.  
 
C. Now a mini Greek lesson. The phrase, “the peace of Christ,” is in the genitive. The 
genitive can mean this is the peace Christ owns. It also can mean the peace that comes from 
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or through Christ. The peace that must reign in our hearts is a peace which began with our 
Lord Jesus Christ and that now we receive through Him. What peace is this? Is it objective 
peace or subjective peace? Is it peace we know we have or is it a peace we experience? 
Again the answer is both. Both kinds of peace are described in this epistle. In the beginning 
we read how Paul wished the Colossians to experience “grace” and “peace.”  

Colossians 1:2    “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

He wrote about our objective peace in 1:19-20.  
“For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to 
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.”  

 
1. We will talk about the Objective peace we have in Christ. The most famous text 
describing our objective peace is Romans 5:1  

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ,”  

Paul sums up all he said about how we are saved by faith and not works in this 
statement. We have peace because Christ died to make peace. When we take Jesus as 
our Savior by faith, Christ makes us to be at peace with God.  
 
2. We also have a subjective kind of peace. In John 14:27 the Lord Jesus said to His 

disciples; 

“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give 

to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”  

This peace is an awareness and a trust in our Lord Jesus that He is always there in our 

lives to help us make it through any difficulty. One way we experience this peace is 

described in Philippians 4:6-8  

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 

noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 

lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is 

anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.”  

We experience peace because we discover how the Lord is our helper we will not fear 

what any person can or will do to us. We have peace because we trust. 

 

D. So, we learn that in every situation, the peace that comes from Christ must rule over our 

lives and our actions. Now where is this to be seen? 

 

II. The Place of Peace “called in one body and be thankful” 
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Colossians 3:15    “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also 

you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 

 

A. Where is this peace of Christ ruling in our hearts to be evident? This peace is that to 

which we were called in one body, His Church. If the peace of Christ is calling the shots in 

our lives, we are going to lose this peace when we sin, when we do not trust, and when we 

persist in rebellion against Him. If Christ’s peace is ruling in our hearts, we will be at peace 

with others. James showed us the other side in James 4:1.  

“Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your 

desires for pleasure that war in your members?” 

 

B. The second place our submitting to the rule of peace in our hearts shows is in our 

attitude of thanksgiving. We are a thankful people because we recognize that Christ saved 

us and we are thankful because we realize that the Lord Jesus will always be there to carry 

us through the rough spots in life. 

 

Does the peace of Christ dwell in us? Does it call the shots showing us if we are doing right and 

obeying Christ? It is there guarding our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus because we trust Christ 

to care for us and work out His perfect will in our hearts? 

 


