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KJV – Galatians 2:16-21 

 

“Frustrating the Grace of God” 

 Introduction: 

     Galatians chapter two this morning, this wonderful epistle of Paul was written to the Galatians of 
Greece during Paul’s third visit to Corinth. These Galatians were not Greeks, but they were Gaul’s 
which had moved to Greece in the third century B.C. 

     These Galatians had received Christ by faith and had begun a glorious work for Christ until false 
teachings had crept in and taken over. The Apostle Paul writes this Epistle to the Galatians to 
vindicate the Gospel of God’s Grace. The Galatians had become prey to the legalizers of the Judaizing 
missionaries from Palestine. 

     The Galatians were now mixing law and works to the amazing Sovereign grace of God. 

Galatians 2:16-21 

16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of 
the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ 
the minister of sin? God forbid. 

18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. 

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 

     Within the contents of these verses I want to deal with these three main points this morning: 

1. Salvation is of the LORD: 
2. Salvation is by the will and work of God: 
3. Salvation is by Grace through Faith 
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1. Salvation is of the LORD: 

      Verse number sixteen: Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, 
and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

     The legalizers of the Judaizing missionaries came in and mixed God’s Salvation by Grace with a 
works religion.  

     And friends Salvation is not by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ. As Jonah told 
us in Jonah 2:9 Salvation is of the LORD.  

     This wonderful free gift of God, Salvation by Grace is given by the LORD. And when grace does its 
work by the Sovereign will of God the glorious act of imputation occurs.  

Romans 4:5-8 

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. 

6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness 
without works, 

7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

     The Apostle Paul tells us very clearly in Philippians his very own standing among religious group. 

Philippians 3:4-9 

4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he 
might trust in the flesh, I more: 

5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 
as touching the law, a Pharisee; 

6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ, 

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 
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     Paul knew and stated very clearly that his own righteousness was worthless, touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. That means he had kept all of the Commandments from 
his youth up in order to be able to write that under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. But he says all 
that, it’s nothing.  

     Because Salvation is of the LORD and my Righteousness now is the righteousness which is of God 
by Faith.  

     As he boldly declares to the Church at Rome in Romans chapter three: He declares that Salvation 
of the LORD, by grace through faith in the act of imputation of righteousness. 

Romans 3:21-28 

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; 

22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
believe: for there is no difference: 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. 

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

     Any other gospel, salvation by works, salvation by deeds or merit, or salvation by the keeping of 
the Law: Frustrates the Grace of God.  

1. Salvation is of the LORD: 
2. Salvation is by the Will and the Work of God: 

Galatians 2:17-19 

17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ 
the minister of sin? God forbid. 

18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. 

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 
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     Salvation is by the Will and work of God.  

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, the Bible tells me 
that there is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

There is none righteous no not one, that’s why we need imputation of the Righteousness of the LORD 
Jesus Christ to be reconciled unto God, by His will and His work, not by our works, deeds or merit or 
the keeping of the Law. 

John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Salvation is by the will and work of God, and praise the LORD it’s irreversible. 

Romans 11:27-29 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are 
beloved for the father's sakes. 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

     Because God is not going to change His mind, no reversal, turn turning back on God’s part. Once 
you have been chosen and given grace you’re His.  

     Then He gives you to the Son, and all that the Father’s gives me will come unto me. John 6:37. 
God cannot change, it goes against His nature.  

     But this wonderful gift of Grace, Salvation; is all by the will and work of God. Once born from 
above, quickened: For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God and any other 
gospel, any other message; Frustrates the Grace of God. 

1. Salvation is of the LORD: 
2. Salvation is by the Will and the Work of God: 
3. Salvation is by Grace through Faith: 

Galatians 2:20-21 

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 
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     Salvation is by Grace through Faith in Christ.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     The Law has no power over the born again believer in Christ, because they are dead to the law, 
crucified with Christ. 

     Quickened, born again, and regenerated by the will and the work of God, now made to be a new 
creature in Christ Jesus through and by His marvelous grace. 

     It is because of the new birth that we live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. 

     Paul tells the Galatians this my friends is the Gospel, this is the power of God unto Salvation. Not 
works, not merit, not deeds of the Law, but the amazing Grace of a Sovereign God. 

Galatians 1:6-9 

6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another 
gospel: 

7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 

8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 

9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed. 

     Friends these were saved people; yes they were saved. They had been saved under the gospel of 
Christ, yet now it was polluted and perverted with works religion.  

     They were saved by His amazing Grace but they were not growing in His amazing Grace. And 
now this false teaching and perverted doctrine Frustrated the Grace of God. 

     Look at what happens when this gospel is perverted: I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 

     If Salvation is preached and taught by any other means, such as good works, good deeds, merit, 
good will, Baptism or the keeping of the Law it Frustrates the Grace of God. 
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Frustrates: Strong’s Concordance / Greek word 114 “ath-et-eh-o” 

- To disesteem, neutralize or violate: cast off, despise, disannul, bring to naught, reject. 

Galatians 2:21 

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 

     I would not want to stand before Christ at His Judgment Seat and be held accountable for 
frustrating the Grace of God.  

     But I will preach His grace, the saving power of God for His elect. Because salvation is by no other 
means.  

     If your conversion was made under a works gospel, or if your conversion was made under a 
keeping of the Law for righteousness gospel, or even a Baptismal regeneration gospel. Then you 
have frustrated the grace of God. 

Galatians 2:21 

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 

 


