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Now if you'd turn in your Bibles to the letter of Romans and chapter 5, please. We're 
going to be looking a little bit in Romans 5 and this is such a pivotal passage of Scripture 
that I want you to look at in our reading. We'll start in verse 12. You'll notice that he says 
“wherefore,” and wherefore, it's like it's not important but it's very important. It's always 
referring back to what he's talked about and he has just spoken most definitely of the 
justification in connection with the blood and the reconciliation in connection with the 
blood. 

So, I want to start here in verse 12, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:  (For until 
the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the 
similitude,” or the likeness, “of Adam's transgression,” this very important statement, 
“who is the figure of him that was to come,” that would be Christ. “But not as the 
offence,” or the fall. It's the reason that we call what happened to Adam the fall is 
because this word is fall. “But not as the fall so also is the free gift.” So, he's comparing 
what happened at the fall in contrast, in comparison to the free gift. “For if through the 
offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which 
is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many,” meaning his many. “And not as 
it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but 
the free gift is of many offences unto justification.” Again, you have the comparison, the 
contrast. “For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which 
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, 
Jesus Christ.) Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many,” that would be his many, 
Adam's many, “were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many,” that would 
be the many of Christ, “be made righteous. Moreover the law entered, that the offence 
might abound,” be bigger, worse, see how bad it is. “But where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound,” see how great, magnificent, effectual grace is. “That as sin hath 
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reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Well, I want to talk with you one more time here about this righteousness, where actually 
our subject is propitiation but it's sort of like the hub around which these other things sort 
of circle. So, he says in verse 3:25 that “God set him forth,” Christ Jesus, “for a 
propitiation” so there was no propitiation before Christ, no satisfaction before Christ. 
Everything was a picture. Everything was temporary and ineffectual but Christ came and 
it was permanent and effectual from the moment that the propitiation was made. 
“Through the faith which is connection with his blood, to declare his righteousness.” 
Next week, Lord willing, I’ll talk about this next thing. 

I said to you last hour that the righteousness that Christ worked out was full and it was 
free and it was effectual. Full, free and forever effectual, I think that's what I said. 
Absolutely full. Absolutely free. Sovereign grace means that it's without condition to the 
sinner. That's what sovereign grace means. It just tells us that grace is without condition 
to the sinner; it tells us how God dealt with us and how we ought to deal with one 
another. Well, to deal graciously as he dealt graciously.

But I ask: how was it effectual? How was it that this righteousness that was full and free 
and forever, how was it effectual? How did that happen? Well, here's how it happened. 
This would be the fifth thing, I believe it is, that I want to say to you about this. It 
answered God's first requirement, it's prophesied in the Old Testament, preached by 
Noah, fulfilled by Christ, 5. accepted and imputed by God. So, how was it effectual? It 
was accepted and imputed by God. 

Why do I say “accepted”? Because everything we read about Christ speaks of his being 
accepted. For example, in Hebrews 1:9 it says, speaking of Christ, “Thou hast loved 
righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness.” He anointed him, received him because of what he did. In 
Philippians 2:8 it says, “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore,” because of this, 
“God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name.” 
Hebrews 2:9 he says, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour.” And Peter said, “For Christ also 
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might,” meaning upon a just 
and effectual ground, “bring us to God.” So, he's accepted. He accepted that 
righteousness that Christ worked out and because of that he crowned him with glory and 
honor. He accepted his propitiation, his righteousness.

Well, what about the imputation? We have to look at the clearest passage of Scripture on 
imputation if we're to understand this matter. Imputation is not spoken of in a lot of 
places but that doesn't mean that it's not biblical or important. In fact, the more rare 
something is, the more valuable it is. Would you agree with that? And the rarity that he 
speaks of this matter of this imputation, though it's given in type many places, I think 
speaks of its value so I want you to look with me in the fifth chapter of  Romans and I 
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want you to look, please, at verse 9. “Much more then,” and I’ll talk about that in a 
moment, based on what he had just said, “being now,” notice not before, “being now 
justified,” and declared righteous. Remember  I told you that it's not by, it's not “da,” 
preposition “da” which means “by means of,” but it's “en,” the little preposition “en” 
which means “in connection with.” “In connection  his blood,” so much more then, it 
means superabundantly more. “Being now justified in connection with his blood.” And 
then he looked to the future and he said not only is it effectual from the shedding of the 
blood but “we shall be saved from wrath through him.”

I want you to go down with me to verse 12, not that the other verses aren't important, I’d 
love to talk about them but I have some time constraints. “Wherefore,” because of what I 
just said to you, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Now, righteousness came to 
pass as a legal and sovereign act of God. It came to pass in that way and so it was suited 
to a legal and sovereign application because the legal and sovereign act that brought it to 
pass, it's also a legal and sovereign act that brought about its application and I declare to 
you that that is exactly the presentation of Scripture.

Now, some who even think about righteousness and imputation, most people don't, of 
course, at all, but some who do believe that God imputed righteousness when he elected, 
which means before the foundation of the world. This is called eternal justification but 
there are many, many, many problems with that point of view. For example, if you'll back 
here to verse 6, this same passage, chapter 5, if you'll look here in verse 6, he says, “For 
when.” Some people don't like it that we talk about the matter of when righteousness is 
imputed but I didn't make this up. I didn't create the argument of when, that was long 
before I came onto the scene and here is Paul talking about it, “For when we were yet 
without strength,” meaning to help ourselves, “in due time,” at the appointed time, 
“Christ died for the ungodly.” If men were justified from eternity, how could they be 
called ungodly? “For scarcely,” in verse 8, “for a righteous man will one die: yet 
peradventure,” providentially, “for a good man some would even dare to die. But God 
commandeth his love toward us, in that, while,” there is that time word again, “we were 
yet sinners,” regarded by God as sinners, regarded by God as offenders of his law, 
“Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified,” in connection with, “his 
blood.” In verse 10, it says, “For if, when we were enemies.” How could you be justified 
and still be an enemy? That doesn't make any sense, does it? It just doesn't make any 
sense. And eternal justification is not taught anywhere in Scripture, it is a contrivance of 
the reasoning of men but not taught in the Scripture. Paul is not reasoning and moving his 
arguments towards an eternal justification, his arguments all point to justification in 
connection with the blood. When? Then there are others who say, “Well, it's not imputed 
in eternity but it's imputed when you're regenerated in faith, that's when it's imputed.” 
What they argue is that Christ created a ground and it's upon the basis of that ground that 
God imputes righteousness in time. 

Again, there are a lot of problems with that: 1. the Bible doesn't talk about a ground, it's 
not the way it speaks of it. There is no discussion about that whatsoever, there is not a 
ground. Another problem with it: that would mean that Christ bore our sin and we also 

Page 3 of 6



still bear our sin. He became a bearer of our condemnation but we also are bearing our 
condemnation. How can that be? Doesn't fit with Scripture, does it? So, he didn't create a 
ground, work out a ground, he actually justified it. He didn't make a way to be justified, 
he justified upon the basis of what he did, upon that full and finished work. God accepted 
it and God reckoned it or imputed it so that's what I teach, that's what we believe. We're 
not eternal justification people. 

There are too many things wrong with that, too many problems with it. It's unbiblical. It's 
the reason that we left those folks down in Albany, Georgia. That's the very reason. It 
wasn't a small problem to me, it was a big problem. I still see it as a big problem and we 
don't fellowship with those who believe that it's later at the time of faith and regeneration. 
That's not our message. Our message to our world is that it was all full and free and 
effectual in connection with what Christ did. We believe that it was just as sovereign as 
election was. God had no problem with electing a people, he had no problem with 
justifying those people. One was free, the other was free to the sinner and whatsoever and 
I declare to you that's the argument that Paul is making here in Romans 5:12-19. I pointed 
it out when we read it a few moments ago but if you'll look again in verse 14, notice that 
he says that Adam, the first Adam, was the figure of him that was to come. 

Now, I’m going to Christ the last Adam. He's not called the last Adam here but Paul calls 
him the last Adam in 1 Corinthians 15 so to identify him, I’m going to talk about the first 
Adam and the last Adam. So, with the first Adam, whatever is true of him is contrarily 
true of the last Adam. If you'll go down with me to verse 19, “For by one man's 
disobedience many,” that means his many, everybody connected with them, that is all of 
us, “were made sinners,” declared to be sinners, “so by,” even so by, it means, “the 
obedience of one,” that would be the last Adam, “shall his many be made righteous.” 
Meaning, from the work of one, disobedience came, condemnation and guilt and sin. 
From the obedience of the last, they were made to be righteous. That's why he uses this 
little phrase here “so by” or “even so by,” and he's been doing that throughout this whole 
passage. 

So, how was it effectual? Well, it's by God accepting it and imputing it. So, as sin was 
applied, righteousness was applied. Sin came by the first Adam, righteousness came by 
the last Adam. Sin came by disobedience, righteousness came by obedience. Sin came to 
all of Adam's seed, that would even be us, and righteousness came to all of Christ's seed, 
that would be his elect so that I can stop here and say that God viewed his people in the 
two men. We are both sons of the first Adam and sons of the last Adam. We are 
condemned in one and justified in the other. The non-elect, he sees them in the first 
Adam but not in the last Adam so there is no justification for them, no righteousness for 
them. Even though Noah preached righteousness to his generation and that's what he was 
supposed to do, not a one of them were elect. There was no salvation for them. We don't 
know who this message might reach but we believe that it will fall upon the ears of God's 
elect and they will believe it. 

Sin came in the Garden of Eden, back to my list now, righteousness came at the cross. 
Sin imputed resulted in condemnation, judgment. Righteousness imputed in justification. 
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Sin is revealed in the preaching of the law, righteousness is revealed in the preaching of 
the gospel. If God accepted righteousness upon its establishment at the cross, why would 
he not impute it? Justice required it. It was right to do. It would be unjust for 
righteousness to be fully, freely accepted and then withheld for whom it was for. No, the 
Father gladly and with infinite joy and justly, reckoned righteousness to all of his people. 
That imputation is justification. Justification is salvation. Justification is legal salvation 
certainly. Regeneration, enlightenment, calling, final glorification are yet to come but that 
didn't stop God from electing before the world's foundation or from justifying at the 
cross. Salvation is all of this so righteousness was accepted and imputed by God.

I have one more thing I want to talk with you about before I stop and that is: 
righteousness is the heart of the heart of the gospel. It's the heart of the heart of the 
gospel. If you'll look back with me to the first chapter of Romans, he said in verse 15 of 
this first chapter, “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are 
at Rome also.” And if you go down to verse 17, “For therein,” in that righteousness, “is 
the righteousness of God revealed.” The righteousness of God is revealed in the 
preaching of this gospel, this settled body of truth and out of it, God produces faith in his 
people.

Then I want you to go with me to chapter 10. Here is the dark side. Here is the dark side. 
Verse 4, let me read 3, “For they,” that is the fellow Jews of Paul, “they being ignorant of 
God's righteousness,” I think that's true of our generation, would you not say so? I mean, 
they've just never heard of it. They don't know anything about it. It's like talking a 
different language. If you try to talk to your family about what you've heard me say, 
they'll have the most blank stare on their face. They don't know what you're talking 
about, ignorant of God's righteousness. That's why I say it's the dark side. They're 
ignorant of God's righteousness so what do they do? They did it then, they do it now: 
they go about to establish their own righteousness. They pray their Sinner's Prayers, they 
get others to pray Sinner's Prayers, they count the souls that they think they've won, they 
look at the numbers that they bring in, they are looking forward a crown one day. They 
go about to establish their own righteousness having not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God, the one worked out by Christ and accepted and imputed by God. 

Then this, “For Christ is the end,” the termination point, “of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth.” By everyone that believes he means whether they are Jew or 
Gentile; whether they are male or female; whether they are bond or free. But primarily 
Jew or Gentile is what he's talking about. He is the end of the law for righteousness, 
Christ Jesus is. Righteousness appears 41 times in the book of Romans, just that one 
word. Righteousness established by Christ and accepted and imputed by God is the 
message that must be preached. It must be heard. It must be understood. It must be 
believed. It was so by his ignorant generation and it is so by our ignorant generation. The 
writer of Hebrews, someone connected with Paul or Paul himself surely for everyone that 
uses milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness for he is a babe. 

The purpose of the comparison that he uses here is to say the true gospel preachers and 
true gospel congregations gladly hear, gladly declare, gladly worship and gladly live by 
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this righteousness worked out by Christ, accepted and imputed by God. Everything else is 
nauseating to them. Everybody else is unskillful in this word of righteousness. This isn't 
the righteous attribute of God but the righteousness prophesied from Genesis to Malachi 
and accomplished by Christ so let the preacher and let the people be not unskillful in the 
word of righteousness but skillful. Righteousness of this kind is suited to one form of 
application only: imputation. That's all it's connected with in Scripture. 

As sin was imputed at the fall, righteousness was imputed at the cross. Immediately, 
equally, simultaneously and inclusively to all of God's people. That's why not one of us 
would have pride. That's why not one of us would be greater than the other. Anyone who 
falls into sin, we're not greater than them. Justification is the direct result of the 
imputation of this righteousness as there was one election in eternity so there is one 
justification at the cross. Not one in eternity, one at the cross, one when you believe, one 
by your works, one at your final glorification. I heard it spoken that way. I just want to 
scratch my head and say, “What in the world are you looking at?” One election, one 
justification.

It was the gospel of righteousness that Christ spoke of in his first purpose statement to 
John the Baptist, “It becomes us to fulfill all righteousness.” It was the righteousness that 
he preached at the Sermon on the Mount, “Your righteousness must exceed,” must be a 
different kind, “than that of the Pharisees.” He has not deviated. It is this message of 
righteousness and its imputation that he will put in the minds and the hearts and the souls 
of his people. They'll hear it. They'll understand it. They'll bow to Christ in the face of 
this single message. The sovereign acts of election before the world's foundation and 
justification at the cross declare to us one single thing and that is: salvation is all of grace 
and all of God, not of us at all. Thank God he gives us faith to see it, to find peace in our 
heart and rest in it but nothing that we do to bring it to pass. This message was good for 
Adam and for Abraham. This message was good for David and for Daniel and it was 
good for Paul and it was good for Peter. Now, in the 21st century, it's good for you and it's 
good for me so I call you to it. Rest in it. Look nowhere else.
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