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In the Garden 

John 18:11-12 

 

INTRO: 

 

“I come to the garden alone/ while the dew is still on the roses/ and the voice I hear/ falling on 

my ear/ the Son of God discloses” So goes the sweet hymn of the faith that speaks of the garden 

as the place of fellowship with God.  Yet, the Garden was also a place of incredible spiritual 

warfare.  We see that as we enter the garden with Jesus and His disciples here in John 18. 

The best way to approach our Lord’s experience in the garden is to focus on the details 

which jump out at us. So, instead of looking at it verse by verse, I want to stop and explore the 

details that seem to leap off the page. 

  I. THE GARDEN RETREAT (v. 1-2) 

 II. WHO THE SAVIOR IS (v. 3-12) 

 

I. THE GARDEN RETREAT (v. 1-2) 

 

A. The time had arrived for the events leading to the cross to begin.    (John 18:1-2) 

“When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the 

Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. 

And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there 

with His disciples.”  

Jesus led His disciples outside the walls of Jerusalem and across the Brook Kidron to a 

garden. The Synoptics tell us its name, Gethsemane, “oil press,” to pray. 

 

B. We see in these verses a recurring theme in John’s Gospel. Jesus could have gone a 

multitude of different places to hide from Judas and those who would arrest Him. Certainly, 

He could have passed the night in some public place where it would have been impossible 

to lay hands on Him without an uprising from the people, but He did not do that. Instead, 

he went to a relatively secluded place to await arrest – a place that Judas knew well (v.2). 

 

1. “And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often  

met there with His disciples.”  
The Greek sentence begins with the word "knew.”  Jesus specifically chose this spot 

because Judas knew the place. Jesus took the first step in accomplishing the Father's 

plan for redeeming the world! 

 

2. Jesus often went there with His disciples. This appears to have been one of Our Lord's 

favorite spiritual retreats. He went there often with His disciples to fellowship with His 

Father in prayer. And Judas was there with them at that time and even in a place like 

this he would betray Jesus. No doubt he had spent many a night there with the Lord, 
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sitting with the other disciples around Him, listening to Him pray. Judas knew the tone 

of His voice. The wonderful words He would speak. He even knew the intimacy the 

Savior enjoyed with His Heavenly Father. Judas knew just what tree the Lord loved to sit 

near. He knew because he had been there in the holiest of circumstances, as close to 

the Lord as any person could physically get. And yet, he betrayed Him. 

 

II. WHO THE SAVIOR IS (v. 3-12) 

 

A. Not only do we learn about the Garden retreat here, we also learn again who our Lord is 

and why all of this is taking place. There are many glimpses in the record here that show us 

very clearly who Jesus is.    (John 18:3) 

“Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the 

chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.”  

 

B. First, we read in verse 3 that Judas came with a cohort of Roman Soldiers (somewhere 

between 600-200 men) and the temple authorities. Jesus went forward and met them 

when they arrived (v.4).  

“Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward 

and said to them, ‘Whom are you seeking?’”  
Most people when faced with a huge crowd of heavily armed men who are seeking them 

would run and hide. Not Jesus. He, fully knowing what would happen, did not run from it 

but handed himself over to do the Father’s will. We learn our Lord was the all-knowing God 

the Son, who was not a victim, but a willing sacrifice for our sin. 

 

1. John told us very clear in his Gospel how Jesus knew everything that would happen to 

Him and how no one compelled Him to become the sacrifice for our sins, the Lord Jesus 

willingly laid down His life on our behalf. In John 13:1, the Apostle recorded,  

“Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come 

that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who 

were in the world, He loved them to the end." ”  
Jesus knew what would happen and chose to love His disciples and us to the end of all 

things. This love is evidenced in His dying in our place and on our behalf. 

 

2. We also read in John 10:17-18; 

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it 

again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 

down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My 

Father.” 
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B. Second, We see Jesus as the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world 

(vs.5-6). 

“They answered Him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I am.’ And Judas, 

who betrayed Him, also stood with them. Now when He said to them, ‘I am’ they 

drew back and fell to the ground.” 

 

C. Third, John gave us one more glimpse of our Lord as He is God incarnate in human flesh.  

I like what Augustine wrote in the fifth century. “‘I am,’ He says; and He casts the wicked 

to the ground. What will He do when He comes as judge, who did this when giving 

Himself up to be judged? What will be His power when He comes to reign, who had 

this power when He came to die? And now everywhere through the Gospel, Christ is 

still saying, ‘I am.’ It was for the very purpose of apprehending Jesus that His 

persecutors accompanied the traitor: they found the One they were seeking, for they 

heard, ‘I am’ Why then did they not seize Him, but went backward and fell? [It was ] 

because Jesus was pleased, who could do whatever He pleased.”  

 

How should we respond? What kind of holiness is this that demanded the death of the 

Father’s Son, His only Son, whom He loved? What kind of love is this that Jesus would be 

willing to lay down His love for us and to rise again to victory that we might be saved?  

What kind of love drove Him to submit to men when He could have called legions of angels 

and squashed these soldiers like so many insects? It is a love we cannot understand. It is a 

love that demands all that we are and all that we have. 

 


