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Message: Worship God!
Text:        Revelation  22:1-10

Introduction 

  A.  Last week we observed that the cycles of visions that began in Revelation 4 conclude with
visions of the New Heavens and earth at Christ’s return in chapter 21,  ending with 22:5. 
Beginning with 22:6 our risen Christ inspires His apostle John to write and “epilogue” or
summary conclusion to this book.  We observe that this epilogue contains a series of
exhortations to an enduring faith in Christ that produces Christlikeness in His church and
enables her to inherit the glory of God.

  B.  Last week we fed on Christ’s first exhortation in 22:6-7  - Keep these words!

   Revelation 22:7   "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is the one keeping the
words of the prophecy of this book." 

  C.  Today, the Lord would have us take to heart His 2  exhortation to us in 22:8-10 - Worshipnd

God!

Revelation 22:8  I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard
and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9

But he said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren
the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God."  And he 10

said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 

I.  We are all incurable worshipers.

  A.  Our word “worship” derives from the old English word meaning “worth-ship,” assigning 
value, worth to someone or something.

  B.  At our most important, deepest level, God has created us for worship, to value Him above 
all else.  

      1.  As He spoke through His prophet Isaiah ...

Isaiah 43:21   "The people whom I formed for Myself Will declare My praise. 

      2.  God has created us to have hearts, affections drawn to Him as our chief object of value, 
love, desire.  And so God speak to us through His servant David ...

1 Chronicles 16:23  Sing to the LORD, all the earth; Proclaim good tidings of His
salvation from day to day.  Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds 24

among all the peoples.  For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He also is 25



to be feared above all gods.  For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the LORD 26

made the heavens.  Splendor and majesty are before Him, strength and joy are in His 27

place.  Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory 28

and strength.  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and 29

come before Him; Worship the LORD in holy array. 

  C.  Because we were created by God to worship, no one gets to choose whether or not to 
worship, only who or what we worship.  Though God created us to worship Him alone,
sin has distorted and corrupted this basic human instinct.  Every atheist, agnostic,
unbeliever worships. As pastor Tim Keller observes from Romans 1, “No one simply
denies the glory of God; we always exchange the glory of God for the glory of something
else.”  We are all incurable worshipers - we can’t help but worship something or
someone.

Romans 1:21  For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give
thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.  Professing to be wise, they became fools,  and exchanged the glory of the 22  23

incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-
footed animals and crawling creatures.  Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of 24

their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.  For 25

they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

  D.  That this is so is evident with the context of Revelation.  

      1.  Notice who is worshiping - all whose names are not written in the book of life worship the 
dragon and the beast.

Revelation 13:3 I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was
healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; 4 they worshiped
the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast,
saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?"

Revelation 13:8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name
has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb
who has been slain.

      2.  All who inherit the glory of God in the new heavens and earth worship God and the Lamb.

Revelation 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one
could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their
hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb."



  E.  What has made believers different?

II.  God in Christ has restored in His people hearts of worship, hearts that value Him above 
all else. 

  A.  Christ has, by His death for us, purchased us for God to be a kingdom of priests who offer 
Him acceptable worship.

Revelation 5:9  And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and
to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  "You have made them to be a 10

kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth." 

  B.  Mere ceremony, singing, praying that does not begin in a sincere heart that values God 
above all else is infuriating to God.  True worship begins in the heart regenerated by 
God’s Spirit. 

Matthew 15:7   "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you:  'THIS PEOPLE 8

HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM
ME.  'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME ....'"  9

Philippians 3:3  for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and
glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 

III.  Yet even the most faithful of Christians can slip into idolatry.

  A.  The sin of idolatry, of exchanging the worship of the Creator for the created easily entangles 
all Christians.

Hebrews 12:1   Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  fixing our eyes on Jesus, 2

  B.  Every Christian wrestles with the inclination to unduly value created things, as evidenced by
warnings against idolatry spoken to Christians in God’s Word.  Worship involves seeing
and pondering the supreme worth of the Lord and responding by giving Him what He is
worth.  But sin entices our hearts and draws away our affections from Christ, luring us in
the moment or circumstance to give more value to people, relationships, job, furnishings,
recreation, ease and comfort, money, than to Christ Himself.

Colossians 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.

1 John 5:21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols.



  C.  Even John, the disciple Jesus loved, the disciple into whose care Jesus committed his
mother, Mary, privileged above most others (E.g., to see the transfiguration, to receive the
revelations contained in this book.), fell into misdirected worship while receiving God’s
Word by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit!

Revelation 19:10 Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do
that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus;
worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

Revelation 22:8  I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard
and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.  But 9

he said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the
prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God."

  D.  So we should expect to continually need God’s grace to guard against idolatry and to repent 
and come back to that heart of worship Christ died to restore in us.

IV.  How a Spirit-transformed heart of worship will manifest itself before the Lord.

  A.  Again, worship (worth-ship) involves seeing and pondering the supreme value of the Lord 
and responding by giving Him the value He is worth.  What will that look like?  Consider 
from the Scriptures 3 aspects of worship that please God.

      1.  All of life is an offering of worship.  We offer ourselves, our time, our possessions.

Romans 12:1  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service
of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 2

of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect. 

Hebrews 13:15   Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.  And do not neglect doing 16

good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

      2.  Daily private worship (also family worship), where we take time to see and ponder the 
supreme worth of Christ and respond by committing to give Him each day what He is 
worth.

Psalm 145:2   Every day I will bless You, and I will praise Your name forever and ever.
 Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, and His greatness is unsearchable. 3

      3.  Weekly assembling with God’s people to worship collectively.

Hebrews 10:24   and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,



 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging25

one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 

  B.  Never plan or intend to withhold worship from Christ in any of these 3 elements.  

      1.  Corporate worship: We appropriately enjoy many kinds of celebrations - birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, baby showers, Christmas parties, etc.  But none is more 
important to God that our gathering as His church to honor and celebrate His Son each 
week, and to encourage one another to do so (rear brake drum illustration).  If we would
ever purpose to forgo assembling with God’s church to celebrate His Son, risen from the
dead on the first day of the week and exalted as Lord, the Lord is saying to us, “Don’t do
that!  Worship God.”  (Why would you value your sleep, vacation morning, sports game,
etc. more than My Son!?!  Why would you not care to encourage and stimulate my people 
for whom I gave my Son!?!)  

Revelation 22:8  I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard
and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9

But he said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren
the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God." 

      2.  Private worship:  If we would every choose to forgo a day of private worship, the Lord is 
saying to us, “Don’t do that!  Worship God!”  Sometime we indirectly choose to forgo 
private worship by how we choose to spend time the night before.

      3.  All of life: If we ever plan to keep back anything of ourselves or our possessions from the 
Lord, indicating we value ourselves or our possessions more than we value Christ, the 
Lord is saying to us, “Don’t do that.  Worship God!”  (Example: sacrificing carpet for 
small groups).

Conclusion

  A.  If you are a human being, you have been created at your deepest level to worship God.  You 
can’t honor God in worship unless you give supreme value and honor His Son, Jesus 
Christ as Lord, Savior, God. Only those who honor and worship Christ will inherit His 
eternal kingdom of glory.

John 5:22   "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the
Son,  so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not 23

honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

Revelation 21:7 "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and
he will be My son. 8 "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and
murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will
be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."



  B.  For us who have received Jesus Christ as our Savior, Lord, and God, we have not only be
created to worship Him, but have been recreated in Christ by the Spirit of God to worship
Him.  In the new heavens and earth there will be no more local evangelism or foreign
missions, no marriage counseling, no ministries of benevolence to the poor, no praying
for the sick or mourning with those who mourn. What we will be doing for all eternity is
worshiping the Lord!

1 Peter 2:9   But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY
NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10

for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had
NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 

  C.  There appears to be a natural impulse in humans to give created things value, reverence, 
preference beyond their due.  Yet Christian, God in His mercy has caused us to be born 
again by His indwelling Spirit Who provides us with a new heart and new impulse to 
overcome the natural impulse with which we were first born.  Since our hearts are too 
easily lured into valuing created things above our Creator, the Lord through His Word is 
even now calling us back to a heart of worship.

Revelation 22:9   But he said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and
of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship
God." 

  D.  Worship is seeing and pondering the supreme worth of God, and responding by giving Him 
what He is worth - everything we are and have.  Come back today to a heart of worship.
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