
A TALE OF TWO SINNERS 
Luke 7:36-50 

Jesus indicates that there are two  _______________ objects in this picture—a big sinner and a little sinner 

Jesus intends that we compare and  ___________ these two kinds of sinners as we observe these events 

I. THE REPUTATIONS OF THE TWO 

 A. Simon Is Called a  __________________  

  1) Pharisees had a reputation among the Jews for being  ____________________ --“holier than thou” 

  2) Pharisees made this reputation by obedience to their own _____________ focused on the outward 

  3) People still fall into this error today by substituting their own version of righteousness for  _______  

 B. The Woman Is Called a  ______________  

  1) Verse 37 indicates that in the eyes of the entire _________________ she was regarded as a sinner 

  2) Some conjecture that she was a _________ , but her open, obvious sin was not necessarily sexual 

II. THE HOSPITALITY OF THE TWO 

 A. Simon Invites Jesus to a  _____________ : why would a Pharisee invite Jesus to eat with him? 

  1) Simon is  ________________ because he heard the fame of Jesus after he raised the widow’s son 

  2) While Simon is also skeptical, he is also  ___________  and cordial, calling Jesus “teacher” or rabbi 

  3) The meal is formal: guests ___________ at the table and uninvited guests could enter, sit and listen  

  4) But Simon’s failure to provide customary services to Jesus indicates an “ ________ “ to his behavior 

 B. The Uninvited Woman  _______________ What Simon Does Not 

  1) She bathes Jesus’ feet with her tears and because she has no towel, wipes them with her  ______  

  2) Simon offers no greeting to Jesus; v. 38 literally says that she is continually  _________ Jesus’ feet 

  3) She anoints Jesus’ feet with myrrh; this perfumed ointment is  ___________ because it is imported 

  4) These are not acts of sensuality, but  _____________ : she does the work of a slave to honor Jesus 

III. THE TRUE CONDITION OF THE TWO 

 Jesus’ story is about two debtors, who represent  ______________________________________  

 A. What Does This Parable Teach Us about Simon? 

  1) He may not be as big a sinner as the woman, but his condition is the same before God—a  ______  

  2) There are only 2 kinds of people, forgiven sinners and unforgiven sinners, but both are  ________  

 B. What Does This Parable Teach Us about the Sinful Woman? 

  1) She is  ________ much: it is probable that she has already met Jesus and He has forgiven her sins 

  2) She is forgiven much by  __________ : the word translated “forgiven” in verse 42 means “gracified” 

  3) She is forgiven much by grace through  ________ : she placed her faith in Jesus’ promise to forgive 

  4) She___________ Jesus much because she is forgiven much by grace through faith. 

       a) The key verse in this passage is v. 47 and its meaning turns on the little word _____ (“because”) 

       b) Paraphrase: “Her sins, which are many are forgiven, which is ______ because she loved much.”  

       c) This key verse also reveals what __________ the worship and service of every genuine believer 

       d) False motivations for worship/service:  ____________________________________________  

       e) True motivations for worship/service:  _____________________________________________  


