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When you think about the whole of Scripture, there are 

certain passages that rise up like mountain peaks above other 

passages.  Not that the other passages are less important.  All of 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for us.  It’s such a gift that 

we have this entire collection of God-inspired writings.  But there 

are these mountain peaks, these passages that show us God’s glory, 

God’s holiness, that reveal to us the heart of the Gospel message in 

uniquely powerful ways.  We looked at one of those passages a 

few weeks ago – Romans 3:21-26.  What a Gospel concentrated 

paragraph that is!  And Isaiah 6 is another one of those mountain 

peak chapters in the Bible.   

Holy Is the Lord (Isaiah 6:1-7) 

 Isaiah has this vision of entering the Lord’s throne room, 

and he is totally undone by what he sees and experiences.  He sees 

the Lord’s holiness, up close and personal.  What is his response?  

He recognizes the depths of his sinfulness, his depravity, his 

unworthiness.  But then there is a provision for his sin.  There is 

atonement, forgiveness.  His guilt is taken away. 

Read Isaiah 6:1-7 

That is sheer grace.  That is what the Lord provides.  It’s no 

accomplishment of Isaiah’s.   He is totally passive in this scene.  

All he does is express his brokenness, confess his sin.  And the 

Lord sends this winged, angelic creature swooping down to deliver 

a pardon, to pronounce Isaiah guiltless, to give him the Good News 

that his sins are atoned for.   

 This is the forgiveness that comes from the altar where the 

sacrifice has been made.  Later in the book of Isaiah we’re going to 

encounter a vivid description of the Suffering Servant who would 

be that sacrifice.   

 And there’s a very interesting connection in John 12 that I 

pointed out in that sermon 2 weeks ago.  I want to point it out 

again in case you missed it.  Parts of Isaiah 6 and Isaiah 53 are 

quoted as descriptions of Jesus’ ministry, and then the following 

verse says, “Isaiah said these things because he saw his [that is, 

Jesus’] glory and spoke of him” (John 12:41).  What an 

incredible connection we see there.  The Suffering Servant of 

Isaiah 53 and the Lord of hosts of Isaiah 6 is one and the same.  It 
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is our Lord Jesus Christ, who laid Himself on that altar to atone for 

our sins, who rose on the third day, ascended to heaven, who is 

high and lifted, who is holy and glorious and deserves our 

unending praise. 

 Think about that when you meditate on this mountain peak 

Scripture passage.  For this is one of those passages we should 

come back to again and again to reflect on.  This is a passage you 

can use in your personal times with the Lord.  Use it as a prayer 

guide.  Use it as a prompting to confess sin to the Lord and to 

praise Him for His holiness and glory.  Let this passage inspire you 

to worship.   

 As you do so, keep in mind this amazing connection 

between the Old Testament and the New Testament, that the Lord 

of hosts whom Isaiah saw was none other than the pre-incarnate 

Christ.  The same One who is high and lifted up would take on 

human flesh, enter this fallen world, and subject Himself to such 

scorn and suffering.  This is our Lord and Savior. 

 We should bow before Him, recognizing our sin.  And we 

should cling to Him as our only hope.  He suffered in our place.  

He took our punishment and shame.   

 That was the passage we studied 2 weeks ago. 

The Centrifugal Force of the Gospel 

Then last Sunday we had Mike McKinley here as a guest 

preacher, and he talked about the centrifugal force of the Gospel.  

It has to spread.  And the way God intends for it to spread is 

through the spread of the local church.  Those were the 2 main 

points of his sermon.  The Gospel has to spread.  And the way it 

spreads is through the spread of the local church.  Therefore, 

churches that desire to spread the Gospel should be intentionally 

involved in fostering the spread of local churches.  Gospel-

centered churches should be involved in some way in church-

planting.  That can happen far and near.  We just heard from Caleb 

Gibello a couple weeks ago who will be moving to Papua, New 

Guinea to preach the Gospel and plant churches.  He has a very 

biblical understanding of missions.  He wants to preach in places 

where the Gospel is very little known, or not known at all.  And his 

hope is to see people come to Christ and then see churches formed 

by those new believers, churches that will then continue the 

multiplication of the Gospel by preaching the Gospel and 

establishing churches in other surrounding areas where Christ is 

not known. 
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In our context, it’s both similar and different.  There are 

many around us who have some familiarity with the Bible—maybe 

they’ve grown up in the Catholic Church or some other church 

where they learned things about Jesus.  But many of those people, 

as well as people from other religious backgrounds, have never 

really heard the message that Jesus paid it all.  They haven’t been 

confronted with the bad news of our sin and the very Good News 

of salvation by faith alone.  So there is a mission field in New 

Guinea, no doubt about it.  And we certainly want to be connected 

with church planting efforts in the very unreached areas of the 

world.  We also want to be intentional about the mission field that 

surrounds us right here in Western PA.   

So the timing of our text for this morning is striking to me 

on the heels of what Pastor Mike preached to us last Sunday.  We 

were exhorted that Gospel-centered churches ought to be nurturing 

a passion for church-planting, ought to be looking for ways to 

support and be involved in planting more Gospel-centered 

churches that will then plant more Gospel-centered churches.  And 

I think we all understand that cannot happen merely as church 

program, merely as a financial commitment, merely as a vision 

coming from the leadership.  It’s more of a church culture that 

each one of us needs to be part of.  And it’s not just about the end 

goal of establishing another church.  It’s about this culture of 

centrifugal Gospel force, wanting to plant the Gospel far and near. 

I’m encouraged as I spend time talking with so many of 

you and hearing about the ways you’re praying for those lost co-

workers and family members and neighbors, and how you’re 

strategizing about how to impress upon them the truth of the 

Gospel.I think of those here who have the gift of hospitality, or 

who effectively counsel and mentor others, or who are hosting 

evangelistic Bible studies.  I think of those of you who use social 

media in ways that point people to Gospel truth.  I think of those of 

you who are preaching the Gospel in the jail, on the streets, in your 

living rooms and at the water cooler.There’s a lot that comes to 

mind that encourages me. 

At the same time, though, I know we can grow, and need to 

grow, in cultivating a centrifugal Gospel energy here at Three 

Rivers Grace.  I, personally, need to grow in cultivating that in my 

own life.   

Question and Response 

And in this way Isaiah 6 is striking to me as we think about 

these things.  God’s Word has some compelling things for us to see 

this morning.  As we return to our study of Isaiah we come to this 
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poignant interchange between the Lord and Isaiah.  The Lord asks 

a question, ―Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?‖  And 

Isaiah responds, ―Here am I! Send me.‖  My hope is that each of us 

will feel the impact of this calling from the Lord, and that each of 

us will respond like Isaiah did. 

We’ll walk through this passage in 5 steps, and the first two 

go together: question and response.  The Lord’s question.  Isaiah’s 

response.  Then there will be the commission.  And then Isaiah 

asks a question.  And, finally, at the end there is a bit of comfort.  

So the 5 steps are question, response, commission, question, 

comfort. 

What I want us to consider today is what ought to happen 

in our lives, each of us personally, when we behold the holiness 

and glory of the Lord.  What should be our response?  The 

response should be—it must be!—a willingness to go, a 

willingness to obey, a willingness to risk.     

This is a pretty risky move on Isaiah’s part, isn’t it!  But 

what else would he say?  After the things he has just seen and 

heard.  And now, for the first time, the Lord, Himself, speaks and 

asks, ―Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?‖  The plural 

―us‖ hearkens back to Genesis 1:26, “Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness.”  It seems to be an allusion to the 

Triune nature of the Godhead.  Three-in-One.  The Lord is 

speaking on behalf of all 3 Persons of the Trinity—Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. 

So in light of this vision, and in light of this request, how 

might Isaiah respond?  Could he possibly decline?  Could he really 

look from side to side and say, ―Maybe someone else?  I don’t 

really feel up to it right now.  This wasn’t in my plans.  And, 

besides, You haven’t even told me what the assignment is yet.  

How about You tell me that first, and then I can do a spiritual gifts 

inventory and a Myers-Briggs personality test, and then we’ll see 

I’m cut out for it.‖ 

That’s more the tactic Moses took, after all.  Remember 

what he said, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the 

past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of 

speech and of tongue” (Ex 4:10).  Jeremiah had a similar excuse.  

He said, “Ah, Lord God!  Behold, I do not know how to speak, 

for I am only a youth” (Jer 1:6).   

But Isaiah responds wholeheartedly, eagerly, excitedly.  

This is not a reluctant obedience.  This is a nothing-can-hold-me-

back, I’m-ready-to-go-now obedience.  ―Here am I! Send me.‖   
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If we want to cultivate this willingness in ourselves and in 

those around us, it’s not going to happen through twisting people’s 

arms.  It’s not going to happen through manipulation or a guilt trip 

or an emotional sales pitch.  I’m pretty sure that centrifugal Gospel 

force will be stirred up within us more effectively when it comes 

from beholding the holiness and glory of the Lord.   

Someone could come in here with an evangelism program, 

a missions program, a ministry program, and say to us, ―What kind 

of church do you think you are if you aren’t recording X number of 

baptisms each year, or you haven’t sent out X number of 

missionaries to other countries, or you haven’t met X number of 

needs in your community?‖  That approach might motivate us to 

some degree, for some limited period of time.   

But I think the sequence of Isaiah 6 is illuminating and 

instructive.  He sees the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 

up.  He listens to the seraphim shouting, ―Holy, holy, holy is the 

Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!‖  He is broken 

over his sinfulness.  And then he is assured of the atonement that 

has been made for his sins, wiping away his guilt. 

And then when the invitation comes, Isaiah responds with a 

passion to go and to serve.  Nobody is twisting his arm.  No 

manipulation here.  There’s nothing he wants more than to serve 

his Lord and King and Savior! 

Commission 

Now, here’s where the text surprises us, shocks us, 

disappoints us (we might be tempted to say).  If you had never read 

verses 9 and following, what might you expect to happen next?  

Well, with the intensity and energy of the chapter so far, with the 

amazing display of the Lord’s glory and Isaiah’s bold response, I 

would expect this to culminate in widespread revival.  Wouldn’t 

you?!  Isaiah goes out now, emboldened by this vision of the Lord, 

he proclaims to everyone what he’s seen, and then they too 

respond in like manner.  There’s a ripple effect that brings all of 

Judah to their knees in repentance and faith.   

This is the shocking disappointment of Isaiah 6.  Because it 

doesn’t turn out that way.  Not at all.  In fact, it’s the exact 

opposite. God had just the opposite in store for Isaiah.  Rather than 

being the spark that would set ablaze a national revival, Isaiah’s 

preaching would actually harden the people in their rebellion. 

Read Isaiah 6:9-10 
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This was the terrible task that was allotted to Isaiah.  He 

was to preach to the people a message that would actually harden 

them.  It was a dreadful judgment upon the people.  They were 

rebellious, and a consequence the Lord was going to inflict upon 

them was this dullness, this deadening of spiritual interest, this 

spiritual blindness and deafness.   

Ray Ortlund has an insightful comment on this, an 

observation that should make us think very seriously about how we 

are receiving the Word of God.  He says, ―Every time you hear 

the Word of God preached, you come away from that exposure 

to his truth either a little closer to God or a little further away 

from God, either more softened toward God or more hardened 

toward God.  But you are never just the same.‖
1
 

You see, the Word of God, the message of the Gospel, is 

like a fork in the road.  It’s going to drive people in one direction 

or another, but it never leaves you just meandering down the path 

unaffected.  When a person is confronted with the truth of Christ 

crucified for sinners, that’s going to either draw them closer to 

Christ or drive them away from Him.   

Here’s how Paul described it in 1 Corinthians 1:18, “For 

the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  And in 2 

Corinthians 2:15-16, “For we are the aroma of Christ to God 

among those who are being saved and among those who are 

perishing,to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a 

fragrance from life to life.”  This is the supernatural working of 

the Gospel message.  For some it is the power of God.  It is a 

fragrance from life to life.  But for others, even though it is the 

same message, it is regarded as folly and functions as a fragrance 

from death to death.     

Now, we shouldn’t misinterpret or over-interpret a person’s 

reaction to the Gospel.  We can’t see the heart.  And we can’t see 

the future.  It could be that a person who is extremely resistant, 

even for a very long time, . . . it could be that one day they will 

make a 180 degree turn, much to our surprise.  And we’ll rejoice.   

Question 

Read Isaiah 6:11-13 

Isaiah asks the question here . . . you can tell that he’s 

concerned about this assignment.  Surely it’s not what he expected 

or hoped for.  He wonders, ―How long, O Lord?‖  How long will 

                                                           
11

 Ray Ortlund, Isaiah, page 81. 
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my preaching have this effect?  How long will the main response 

be that of hardening?  Are you thinking like a week?  Or a month?  

Or maybe a few months?  And then it will change, right?  Then it 

will turn around and revival will come, right? 

Well, no Isaiah.  It’s actually going to be a lot longer than 

that.  This is actually what your ministry will look like for the rest 

of your life.  What the Lord describes in verses 11-13 is the fall of 

Judah.  It’s going to be this way for well over a hundred years.  It 

was around 740 B.C. when King Uzziah died, the year Isaiah had 

this vision.  And it was in 586 B.C. that the southern kingdom of 

Judah fell to the Babylonians.  So we’re talking about 150 years.  

Isaiah may have wondered initially, ―Well, maybe this tough 

assignment of being the preacher whose sermons are met with 

hardened hearts, maybe this will be a few months or at most a few 

years.‖  He comes to find out . . . no, in fact, the hardness toward 

God’s Word is going to prevail well beyond my time on this earth.  

I’ll be dead and gone, and the people will still be rebelling against 

God.  And their rebellion will finally come to a point where God 

delivers them over to their enemies.   

So the shocking and disappointing statements in verses 9-

10 about the dull hearts and blind eyes and deaf ears just give way 

to even more shocking and more disappointing statements in 

verses 11-12 about this hardness of heart persisting all the way to 

destruction and exile.   

Comfort 

But then, in verse 13, there is a glimmer of hope.  A holy 

stump will remain.  A remnant.  Even though the majority will 

continue in rebellion and there will be judgement, God will always 

preserve for Himself a remnant.  Thus we see both the wrath of 

God against sin as well as the grace of God to forgive and to 

change and to preserve at least a remnant.   

Alec Motyer, “Typically of Isaiah, hope is the 

unexpected fringe attached to the garment of doom.”
2
  This 

passage announces doom.  It foretells the punishment that will fall 

upon rebellious Judah.  But there is also this unexpected fringe that 

we find at the end.  Grace remains.  Grace is not absent from this 

picture.  There is hope, even beyond the destruction and exile that 

is coming.  Indeed, there is a Messiah coming.  There is a 

Suffering Servant who will come and bear the punishment 

Himself, in our place.   

                                                           
2
 Alec Motyer, Isaiah, page 79. 
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Isaiah 6 in Jesus’ Ministry 

In our last few minutes I want to fast-forward in Scripture 

to the teaching of Jesus and how His ministry was in some respects 

similar to Isaiah’s.  Jesus actually describes His teaching ministry, 

specifically His telling of parables, by citing this very passage 

from Isaiah 6. 

These verses from Isaiah 6 show up several times in the 

New Testament, in each of the 4 Gospels and also in Acts 28.  In 

each case it is in the context of hard hearts and judgment.  The 

message of the Gospel is proclaimed, and for some it is life and for 

others it is death.  For many it opens their eyes, and they are 

changed.  For many others it blinds them from the truth and 

confirms them in their unbelief.  

Let’s look at Mark 4:10-13.  Jesus has just told the parable 

of the sower, or we might say more accurately, the parable of the 

soils—the 4 soils.  And then His followers ask Him what this is all 

about.  And before explaining the meaning of it, He says this. 

Read Mark 4:10-13 

The story itself was easily understood.  Everyone who 

heard it would have identified with what Jesus was talking about.  

But the spiritual reality that Jesus was talking about was not 

understood.  Nobody could discern that.  So the disciples ask Him 

about this privately.  In Jesus’ response He makes a clear 

distinction between two kinds of people.  In verse 11 He says, ―To 

you has been given the secret [mystery] of the kingdom of God, 

but for those outside everything is in parables.‖   

The first group is greatly blessed.  They are the ones who 

have been given ears to hear.  They have been supernaturally and 

sovereignly drawn to Christ.  The eyes of their hearts have been 

opened to see that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.  They 

have been granted the willingness and the desire to repent and 

believe in the gospel.  They have been granted the humility to be 

teachable, to be attentive to Jesus’ words, to seek further 

understanding.  They are being changed into individuals who do 

the will of God.  To these followers Jesus gives the amazing 

privilege of illumination.  He explains the parables to them.  Later 

in Mark 4, in verse 34 it says, ―He did not speak to them without a 

parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained 

everything.‖  What a privilege!  What a blessing!   

And here in verse 11 it says, ―To you has been given . . .‖  

That’s a divine passive.  God is the One who has given this gift, 
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this revelation, this illumination.  It’s not something they went out 

and obtained on their own.  It’s not that they’re really smart and 

were able to figure it out.  It’s not something they worked for and 

earned.  It was given to them.  It was God’s pleasure to reveal this 

to these individuals.   

Let’s just think about this some in closing.  Let’s marvel at 

the fact that God has revealed these things to us.  If you are 

believing in Christ, if you delight in Him and cling to Him and 

follow Him, that is all owing to the grace of God in your life.  You 

didn’t figure that out on your own.  You didn’t solve the mystery 

with your cleverness.  You didn’t uncover the secret through your 

diligent study.  Your knowledge and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 

is a miracle that God performed in you.  He gave you ears to hear.  

He gave you eyes to see.  And if we ask, why do I believe and my 

neighbor doesn’t?, it makes us think again of the grace of God.  He 

has given us the secret of the kingdom.  And we should pray that 

He will grant that knowledge to those around us, too.  We should 

pray that those on the outside will be drawn into the true family of 

Jesus.  We may wonder, why do I read the Bible and find 

sustenance for my soul, while others read the Bible and scoff at it?  

Why do I find clarity in the Scriptures and a unified message (not 

that I understand everything perfectly, but the main point has been 

made clear to me), while others find contradictions and confusion?  

He who has ears to hear, let him hear.  If you can hear the message 

of the Gospel, if the Scriptures in some measure make sense to 

you, praise God for that! 

God would be entirely just to let us continue in our hard-

heartedness and rebellion.  He does not owe us anything.  But He 

has been pleased to give us this revelation.  Let’s praise God for 

what He has revealed to us.   

And if you’re here this morning and you feel like you’re 

still on the outside, but you have a desire to be a follower of Christ, 

even if that desire feels so small and weak, thank God for putting 

that desire in your heart.  There is hope.  God can change you and 

bring you to Himself.  Don’t give up hope.  Don’t let go of that 

desire.  Put yourself in a place where that desire can grow and 

flourish.  Spend time reading and studying the Bible.  Spend time 

talking to God about your soul.  Spend time with people who love 

Jesus and whose lives have been changed by Him.  Sit under the 

preaching and teaching of the Word and take these times very 

seriously.  Avail yourself of all these means of grace, and pray 

for God to put your feet on the rock.       

What an awesome thing it is that God has made Himself 

known in the Word, Jesus Christ, and in the written Word of the 
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Scriptures.  We praise Him that He has revealed Himself clearly 

and gloriously.  Let us not take this revelation for granted, but 

cherish it and heed what it commands.   

So what does it mean for us that God’s Word both reveals 

and conceals, that He is sovereign over who will understand and 

who will not.  We should take great comfort in God’s sovereignty.  

He is just to harden hearts, which makes it all the more glorious 

that He is gracious to soften hearts and draw people to Himself.  

And He can soften the hardest of hearts!  He is powerful to 

overcome the stubbornness of the human will.  Why would we 

pray to Him to change hearts if it was ultimately up to the person’s 

decision?  We can cry out to God to work in our lives and to bring 

unbelievers to a point of repentance and faith, only because God is 

completely in control of the human heart.   

Now here’s a danger for us.  We will abuse the truth of 

God’s sovereignty if we begin to presume that we know what 

God’s sovereign will is in the lives of particular individuals.  If we 

look at someone who is opposed to the Gospel and assume that 

there is no hope for them, then we are putting ourselves in the 

place of God.  We will also abuse the truth of God’s sovereignty if 

we conclude that since God is sovereign therefore there’s no sense 

in calling people to repent and believe (since they can’t do that 

anyway).  If we come to that conclusion, then we’re flat out being 

disobedient to Scripture.  We must recognize not only God’s 

sovereignty but also human responsibility.  We must call people 

to faith in Christ.  We must call people to stop worshipping idols 

and instead worship Jesus. 

And we don’t know whether that person is going to respond 

positively or not.But we ought to tell him the danger he’s in.  It’s 

not for us to choose or to know who will be saved.  God does that, 

and He acts in some very surprising ways!  Think about Saul of 

Tarsus.  He was about as hardened as a person could be against the 

Gospel.  And then Jesus met him on the road to Damascus and 

changed his life.  So don’t assume that you know what God’s 

sovereign plans are.  It could be that the people in your life who 

right now seem to most hate the Gospel will become the ones who 

are most passionate for the Gospel.  God’s ways are not our ways. 

And this applies not only to our assessment of others, but to 

our assessment of ourselves.  Maybe you’re listening to this and 

you’re wondering, maybe I’m like Pharaoh, maybe I’m like Judas.  

Maybe God has hardened me and there’s no hope that I will ever 

understand or submit to the Gospel.  Do not think that way.  What 

a devious lie from the devil that is.  Don’t give up hope.  Don’t 

throw in the towel because you are discouraged or confused.  
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Godis strong to overcome the sin in your life.  He is mighty to save 

you! 

So we end remembering that each one of us is at a fork in 

the road.  We are being confronted with the Lord of hosts, the 

Suffering Servant, the One who died in our place, rose on the third 

day, and calls us to follow Him.  What are you going to do?  Are 

you going to take a step back, cautious, fearful?  Or are you going 

to take that risky step of surrendering your life to Him.  Are you 

going to respond with excited anticipation, ―Here am I! Send me.‖ 


