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Okay, I draw your attention now to Psalm 95:1 and we'll go ahead and read the entirety 
of the Psalm, verses 1 through 11. This is, again, the passage that we're looking at to 
expound on the second commandment and as we work through the 10 Commandments, 
we're not going to be expounding or expositing every week just in Exodus 20 or 
Deuteronomy 5, for that matter, but these are summary statements of the 10 
Commandments in Exodus and they are expounded on throughout the Scriptures so we 
want to bear that in mind as we work through this series and as we kind of park and settle 
on Psalm 95 today. Verse 1.

One more thing, there's always something else to say, this is a passage that throughout the 
history of the church has been very illuminating with regard to our understanding about 
worship. That's what the second commandment is really all about is the importance of 
worship, the priority of worship for the church but for the entirety of the human 
experience, for sure, and so this is a passage that has been instructive with regards to the 
church's understanding of worship and in Latin it's actually been called venite and some 
of you know what that means. Some of you got it, right? Come, yeah. Come and do you 
see the "come" in the passage? "Venite" means "come" but it says it in the second word, 
it says, "O come." Anyway. Somebody did say "come," right? I heard it a little bit but I 
wasn't sure that's what they were saying. It actually comes up later in verse 6, it says, "O 
come, let us worship and bow down." That is the theme but the theme more specifically 
is "Come and worship the Lord." So verse 1, the venite,

1 O  come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the 
rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 3 For the 
LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 4 In his hand are 
the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. 5 The sea 
is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land. 6 O come, let us 
worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 7 For he 
is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
To day if ye will hear his voice, 8 Harden not your heart, as in the 
provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 9 When 
your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. 10 Forty years 
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long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err 
in their heart, and they have not known my ways: 11 Unto whom I sware 
in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest.

As I said a second ago, this is a passage as well as the second commandment, is all about 
the importance, the priority of worship. We live in a time in our world and in a society 
that has prided itself in trying to liberate themselves from the constraints of really what 
we call worship. People oftentimes more and more the secularists that are increasingly 
influential in the world in which we live, really see it as such a developing thing; it's a 
sign of our betterment that we are less and less religious. That assertion in and of itself is 
really quite a matter of debate whether Western culture is less religious. There are more 
atheists and secularists that abandon the idea of pursuing faith and seeking a relationship 
with God, at the same time, there is a growth, an increase, in the number of people that 
really come to an intense and devout faith experience in the Scriptures so there is actually 
an increase in the divide between the two polar opposites when it comes to this. 

Now, that was a little free thing that I just thought I'd throw in there because you and I 
hear it a lot that our society is becoming less and less religious. Well, that statement, that 
observation is far more nuanced than the news media wants to lead us to believe. At the 
same time, the movers and shakers of our society like to tell us that we are becoming 
more sophisticated. Isn't that the truth? And so people don't need religion anymore really. 
Well, what's behind people trying to say that, though? And they say something like this, 
"Well, you know, humanity when we were more primitive and we weren't as developed 
and evolved in our self-awareness, in our so-called self-actualization," sorry for giving 
you that $75 psychological term there today, but this is how the idea goes that, "Well, 
back then, people needed religion. People needed the crutch of God and the fact that there 
was, there is such an absolute being that orders all things and that bad things happen for a 
reason and a purpose," and so on. And really there is so much when it comes to 
technological discovery that the way people have chosen to interpret the so-called 
development of our society is that, "Hey, all of these things that we've come up with and 
that have been invented and the ways that we are able to communicate now and the way 
that we move around this earth of ours, that really there's actually nothing that's beyond 
us. We can attack any, confront any problem, any social evil. We can do it all." 

And you see this in journal reports about medical discovery. Quite a few years back there 
was this kind of crazy sounding discovery by some doctor that actually said that due to 
medical research that they have discovered the actual chemical in the brain that causes 
romantic love or the sense and feeling of romantic love. How appropriate that we speak 
of this on Valentine's Day. And the idea was that when it comes to any and all such 
experiences of love and romantic and the physical relationship, that it's something that if 
we know what prompts it chemically in the brain, in the neural transmitting of all that and 
whatever other explanation that would go into that, then we can be in complete control. 
We can turn on a love relationship and stop it whenever we want to, and the idea that 
there's really nothing beyond us or outside our control.

Page 2 of 12



A few months back, I think this has actually come out in stages, a very well-known 
actress, Angelina Jolie, she says, "A certain type of feminine cancer runs in my family. 
I'm going to," how do I say it without sounding ridiculous, but the whole story is 
ridiculous, right? She said, "In order to avoid and reduce my risk of such cancer, I'm 
going to have my uterus removed," right? And if I'm not mistaken, now, if I'm totally 
mistaken on this let me know later or, I don't know, you can throw a rotten tomato at me 
right now if you want to. But she later on, she actually went to the extreme of having a 
mastectomy in order to reduce her risk of cancer. Now, that's an example and you're like, 
"Why in the world are you telling us that today?" That is a symbol of where our society is 
increasingly going to, hey, if there's a problem, everything is within our power in the day 
in which we live, scientific, medical, technological discovery and advancement, that we, 
and what is the bottom line? I mean, let's not mince any words about this. What's the 
bottom line conclusion? We don't need God. That is the point.

So, of course, that's not the case at all and even a more insightful examination of 
humankind and what really happens when people give up on pursuing after God 
personally and taking the evidences for the divine and dismissing them entirely, what 
does happen to people like that? Does that advance humankind in society? The facts are 
very clear. Reality is that when people arrive at those said conclusions, they plunge 
themselves, entire cultures and nations and people groups, they plunge themselves into 
further and further darkness and they permanently or they completely debilitate 
themselves from being able to conduct and maintain any kind of healthy relationships. 
This is what we have going on all around us and our eyes as Christian people need to be 
open to this.

So we come to a passage like the Psalm here and we see the urgency, the primacy of 
worship in the human experience, that we were made for worship and specifically what 
we have in the bulletin here is entitled, "A Portrait of True Worship." And I want to 
remind us that this is really where the commandments are actually going. The second 
commandment is teaching us, there is a prohibition in the second commandment that we 
tend to put all of our focus and attention on when it comes to the 10 Commandments but 
the flipside of what the Bible is teaching there in the second commandment is how we are 
to worship God. Don't worship him through images and pictures and statues and icons. 
Scripture tells us not to do that, but on the flipside, the Scripture does tell us how 
positively stated, how we should worship and a passage like Psalm 95 instructs us in this 
way, how should we worship. So we want to see three features of a true portrait of 
worship. 

So, what jumped off the page at you here as we read the Psalm? There is a beckoning to 
come and worship the Almighty One. It says, "O come," verse 1. Verse 2, "Let us come." 
Verse 6, "O come." And in verse 1, look with me, it says, "sing to the LORD," he says, 
"make a joyful noise." Another way of rendering that is "shout." There is this great call to 
humanity to say, "You need to wake out of your ideological or mental intelligent or 
psychological slumber and recognize that there is a great one in our midst that's inviting 
us into his presence." 
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So the first thing that we want to see is what is stated clearly in verse 2, what is worship? 
What's the first feature of a portrait of actual worship, worship of God, of course. And 
what do we see here? In verse 2, he says, "Let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving." Some translations actually just have and I would actually say it's a weaker 
rendering where it says, "Let us come before him with thanksgiving." The King James 
here says, "before his presence," that is actually a stronger way of saying it. The word for 
"presence" though is even more emphatic in the Hebrew. Do you have a footnote for this 
in your version? I know I do, but it actually says that we are to come before his face and 
somebody told me that they like to hear what the Hebrew or Greek words are for these 
different expression so are you ready? The word for "presence" is the word for "face," or 
"panim" in the Hebrew. You see, aren't you happy you know that? You can write it down; 
if you don't know Hebrew letters, you can just write p-a-n-i-m, and I can tell by the looks 
of you you're not very humored at all. It's okay. But the word is "face," and the point that 
we're making here, the feature of worship is that it is entering into God's presence. That's 
what it means. We see this in verse 2 as we just saw. We also see it in verse 6. He says, 
"Let's come and worship and bow down. Let's kneel before," that is, in the presence, "of 
the LORD our maker."

As you look back with me in verse 2, the word for "presence" and some people kind of 
get stumped by this, that when the Bible tells us things about God like there's a reference 
here to his hand, right? Or to his face here in verse 2, I don't think this is a major 
stumbling block to any of us or to many of us but obviously this is poetry and it's poetic 
language getting our attention to the fact that, yes, God is invisible as we looked at last 
week and he doesn't have an actual physical face, although on that thought as we did 
consider last week, he has given us his face in the person of his Son, Jesus. Absolutely. 
The Bible is very clear about this and we spent quite a bit of time dwelling on that last 
week. But here it's the fact that, yes, he doesn't have an actual literal face but it is telling 
us that he does make himself accessible. He wants us to come. The reference to his face 
is a reference to the place he has for us to come and know his closeness, to know 
intimacy with him. 

The reference to the face of God is the place of self-revelation. He wants to show himself 
to us. This is somewhat reminiscent of Genesis 28, the experience of Jacob, and actually 
it's not 28, it's later on in the book of Genesis, and he has this experience with God. He 
wrestles with the angel of the Lord. Do you remember that story, right? Our kids 
remember it. Do they remember it? And the name of that place that he ascribed to that 
whole ordeal and as he wrestled with God and he came out the loser, the angel touched 
his hip and he limped from then on out and he called that place what? Peniel which is the 
same word here, he called it "the face of God." The special place of knowing God more 
deeply.

So that's what we're talking about here and I want to kind of recall to your memory what 
it's like to be drawn into this kind of a relationship. It is Valentine's Day, isn't it? You 
know, I'm surprised that not more people are wearing red. I think Liz wins the prize 
today. I have a red tie, the closest I could come to doing the red thing on Valentine's Day. 
Somebody got me a red shirt. Isn't that like, really awesome? And I wanted to go change 
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and put it on for you this morning but Valentine's Day, I don't know about you but it 
should remind us of the special relationship that we have with our spouses and in our 
marriages. I think it tends to remind us what it was like when we first started to 
experience romantic love. 

Can I kind of, you know, sweep off the dust of your recollections and kind of prod you to 
remember a little bit? Do you remember being a teenager or young adult and some of 
those first experiences of expressing interest in a romantic way, a member of the opposite 
sex and the way they responded to you and the way they indicated to you that they 
wanted to know you better. They wanted, to think about it this way, when someone 
actually said to you and usually this happens hopefully over a process of time, you know, 
there's like lots of nonverbal, especially among young people, nonverbal stuff that gets 
communicated, and the idea that is being demonstrated is that, "Hey, I want to know you. 
I want to get close to you. You know, I don't care about all your faults and foibles. I want 
to know you for who you are." And do you remember, especially when you began 
experiencing that for the first time, what that was like? You don't remember. I'm getting 
smiles so maybe you do. It was huge, wasn't it? And us as parents, you see this start to go 
on with our kids. It takes us back but it lets us know what they're starting to go through 
and at the same time how vulnerable it can make them as well. Do you remember what 
that was like and how it made you feel when that person says, "Hey, I really, I think 
you're really awesome," or however it got expressed: as a girl when you received your 
first thing of roses or as a guy when you gave a young woman something or started to 
spend time with a young woman in a way where they really started to reciprocate and 
they were expressing such mutual kind of interest in you as well. Now, what's my whole 
point? It's that, in many ways, that's a life-changing kind of experience and as much as 
that tends to shape us and we put such priority on that, the Scripture uses language and 
let's not miss this, that God in the same kind of way but in a much more profound and 
deeper fashion, wants to know us. He wants to draw us in. He wants to open himself up 
to us so that we will do the same toward him. He truly does. 

But people are mistaken when it comes to this idea of recognizing who God is and 
actually knowing him. If you think with me through this a little bit, some of you are into 
art and music, right? You don't go look at an art gallery and you can tell quite a bit about 
the person behind a work of art. You can tell if they tend to be, you know, a happy, 
upbeat person or a sad person, especially this way with music. There is a pop music 
singer that's very popular right now that when people hear her songs you just think of her 
as being this sad person, right? Some of you know who I'm talking about, maybe. And 
somebody might say, "Well, I can tell what somebody's like. I can actually know them 
through their music or through their art." And lots of people actually arrive at these 
conclusions about God. They actually say, "I don't need to go to church because I can go 
out to that park and hike that mountain peak and I can worship God there." Now, is that 
true? Objectively it can lead to a truly worshipful experience but that in and of itself is 
not worship. You're seeing God's artwork but you're not being drawn into this kind of 
overwhelming and deeply affecting relationship with him, not at all.
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Yesterday I mentioned that we were out at Camp Northfield and I mustered up the energy 
and the willingness to go out for about 15 minutes on the tubing hill. I didn't say 50, I 
said 15 and, you know, it was like three degrees out there or something. And I went out 
there after pretty persistent prodding from one of my children, and we're out there and, 
you know, it was beautiful. The snow everywhere, the setting out there is, you can, you're 
up on top of a hill and you can see for miles and miles, and it was beautiful. I will say it 
was so incredibly cold. It somehow put a damper on us really taking real full notice of all 
the beauty everywhere but the beauty was there. Now, in and of itself, you can say, 
"Well, God made all this and the infiniteness, yes, or the infinitude of God and his power 
and his ordering of all things," and, yes, that can draw us into knowing more about God 
but that does not bring us into full or rather to experience the face of God.

Now, what the Bible clearly tells us and what the Scriptures mean by worship and I want 
to make this point especially clear today, we have a lot of confusion even as believing 
people of what we believe worship actually is. A lot of times we come together in a 
service like this and sing songs or our minds are enlightened of more of what God is like 
and we come to know more about God on a mental level and we often come away 
thinking, "Wow, that was a helpful, insightful message. It informed me." And we'll call 
that worship. I want to ask you today is that the Bible idea of worship? Is it in and of 
itself? What is being demonstrated for us and modeled for us in a Psalm like this one and 
many other passages of Scripture, is that genuine worship is this matter of coming into 
more and more of a relationship with God and a reminder that access to God is possible.

Turn with me to Revelation 3, the third chapter of Revelation. This is something that the 
Lord Jesus says to a particular church, the church of Laodicea, but it's helpful to illustrate 
for us or to explain what a real worshipful relationship with God is all about. It says in 
verse 20, Revelation 3, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door." Now, what is he talking about there? If anybody has a 
relationship with him, with Christ, with God through Christ, and if they have a 
relationship with him and they will continue to maintain that relationship with him, he 
says, "if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him," will drink and eat with him, "and he with me." We will be together.

Now, go back with me to Psalm 95. The very, and what seems like too many, very simple 
wording in verse 2 where it says, "Let's come before his presence," don't take that lightly. 
Real worship is coming into the intimate place with God and knowing his presence in a 
way in which you can't know outside of the Scriptures, the Spirit of God, and the 
revelation of his Son Jesus to our hearts. 

It's helpful to recognize all of what the Bible means by worship. A well-known Puritan 
author by the name of John Owen actually said this about worship and genuine access to 
God. He says that real worship is when God opens up to you, and just like we read in 
Revelation 3, and you open up to him, and as a result we'll see this referenced later on in 
Psalm 95, as a result, you actually begin to rest in him and you find in him the fulfillment 
of all your desires. That is Bible worship and that is Spirit-empowered, Jesus-focused 
worship.
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Now, of course we can illustrate this with lots of pictures of our other relationships. We 
all know the ups and downs in our human relationships, especially our marriages. We all 
know that the goal and the ideal of a husband and wife relationship is that you know each 
other so transparently and fully and the idea of such a relationship is that you put forth 
the effort and the long-term commitment of continuing to open yourself up to the other. 
You know that there's not a relationship, a full fulfilling relationship any other way, and 
as you do that, the other person is prompted to do the same. 

And how do you open up yourself in that way? Remember, it's Valentine's Day. We're 
supposed to talk about love, lovey-dovey and relationships and all that, and the Bible says 
so much about it. How do you do that? You open up with each other about your fears, 
right? Your aspirations. Your dreams. Your failures. You make yourself really a healthy 
relationship and most of us know this, but the difficult part is in the doing, we open up 
yourself entirely, make yourself vulnerable. You let each other know the ways that you 
have messed up. Yet at the same time as you do so, you know that if you will be fully 
open and transparent, the other person will do the same, but then the other person has 
more opportunity to shore up the areas of your life and your thinking and respond to your 
shortcomings, aside from you opening yourself up in that way it will never happen, right? 
They may know what's wrong with us, right? They may fully know if you live together 
long enough, we know each other, but the liberty that should be there to fully relate and 
reach out and to love in such a self-giving kind of way will not be there unless there is 
this full commitment, ongoing, long-term surrender to open up ourselves toward one 
another.

Now, this is what real worship and a relationship with the Lord is all about. To know the 
presence of God, to really worship him, you open up to him and this is what coming to 
God in full salvation, trusting in what Jesus alone could have done for you and it's what 
Jesus alone did for you. If you come to that place of such a relationship with the Lord, as 
a result, if you will continue in that way and live a life of faith with him, you will be 
opening up to him entirely, and as you do so, he will open up to you. He will disclose 
himself in ways in which will completely astound you, will give you a degree of hope 
that you've never had before. It will infuse you with his love for you and enable you to 
love the other people around you that you never could before if you hadn't come to know 
God's presence in such a way.

Now, I just want to remind us as far as what worship is, worship is not looking around 
and seeing just what God is like. In and of itself, that's not worship. That is an important 
exercise, that's a step that needs to be taken. Worship is not just coming to church and 
hearing music that, sure and indeed it may make us feel better but that in and of itself is 
not worship. Worship is this matter of truly knowing God's presence.

The second thing I want us to see, we see later on in verses 3 through 5, the matter of 
what real worship is or feature of a portrait of worship. How do you know that you're 
really worshiping God? That's the question I'm trying to raise. You're saying, "Eric, okay, 
you're saying, singing a song by itself is not worship. Reading Scripture, hearing 
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Scripture taught is not in and of itself, by itself worship. Going out seeing the grandeur of 
God in his creation is not the ultimate sense of a worship experience. Well, what is?" And 
chew on that with me, so what is worship? The first thing is that it is truly entering God's 
presence. Secondly, it is being moved by the truth.

Verse 2, you have this call to come into God's presence to worship him, you know, with 
thanksgiving and to make a joyful shout to the Lord with Psalms; to do anything and 
everything you can to ascribe to him worth and greatness. Do that, but verse 3 is critical 
in our understanding. He says, "because." Did you catch that? Verses 3 through 5 and you 
have it come up again in verse 7, but verse 3 says, "For the LORD is a great God." You 
have this shouting and this singing and it's coming from the heart. Why? The person, a 
genuine worshiper is moved by who God is and the truth with which he has revealed 
himself. So you could also say it this way that it's truth on fire. Reference back to a 
passage in Deuteronomy 5, you don't need to turn there but we read it earlier in the 
service where Moses was reminding the people of Israel and said, "You met with me," 
God says, "You met with me and you met with me face-to-face and I was there with you 
in the fire," and you'd better believe it, it got their attention, didn't it? It sure did, and 
what's being modeled for us here in Psalm 95 is that worship is fueled not by, "Oh, 
they're playing my favorite song today, or they're playing organ music and I just love 
organ music," and you're moved by that and actually it maybe puts you in a better spot, a 
better disposition to hear and be engaged in the rest of the service and so you walk out 
and you're like, "Oh, I really worshiped today." Really? Because they play organ music 
and then play something else? Or somebody else says the same thing about guitar or 
whatever the case might be. No, what a genuine unmistakable feature of real worship of 
God is that it's fueled by what's true about God.

Look with me in verse 3, he says, "For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above 
all gods. In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land." The truth of who God 
is, his majesty and power, has sunk into the mind and heart of this worshiper and this 
Psalmist and he is moved to do nothing else than to worship and to take part in the 
corporate and public expression of this worship. He can do nothing else.

Now, what is it about God essentially and centrally is being communicated in verses 3 
through 5? Got is what? We're going to see a progression here in the Psalm. God is what? 
Verses 4 and 5 makes it pretty clear. What do you see? Verse 3 says he's a great God, he's 
a great King above all gods. Verse 4, his hand, in his hand are the deep places of the 
earth. In verse 5, it makes it especially clear. What is God being portrayed as? It starts 
with a "c" and ends with "r." Creator, right? And that's absolutely important to recognize 
about God's person. He is Creator. He is obviously transcendent. He is beyond us. He is 
above what we can fully explain and control. There is somebody and something that is far 
beyond what we can influence or control and God is Creator.

However, look with me in verse 6, it says, "O come, let us worship and bow down: let us 
kneel before the LORD our maker." In verse 7, you do have really a next step of the 
reasons for worship or what drives this worship. Verse 7, he says, "For," isn't this 
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beautiful? You're like, "Oh, all it is is just a third person possessive pronoun. I mean, 
that's all it is." What does it say? Verse 7, this Creator God is who? "He is our God." That 
is personal relational covenant language. He says, "he is our God; and we are the people 
of his pasture, and the sheep of his own hand." He puts his very hand upon us to tend to 
us, to feed us, to guide us, to protect us. You go from God being this, many people would 
assume this unapproachable, ultimately majestic, this all powerful creating being, but 
now the full picture of him is that he is our Savior and Redeemer. God is our Redeemer.

Now, this is one of the reasons, I know some of you are scratching your head right now 
and you're like, "What does this have to do with the second commandment?" Right, are  
you ask asking that? It has a whole lot to do with it because as God is being portrayed 
here as how we worship him, that it all makes sense that we can't worship him by 
bringing him down to our own understanding, portraying him as a created thing rather 
than the ultimate Creator. And any one image of God or even Jesus for that matter, as we 
looked at last week, is always going to sell him short. It will conceal more than it reveals 
about him, and if that's the case, we see that real worship is this matter of a discovery of 
God's worth. It moves the heart. It's a fire that burns in the core of us and we have to 
express it. We have to tell other people about it. 

That's why somebody may say, "Well, you know, okay, I get the whole idea about 
worship and that it is based on the Scriptures, it's empowered by God's Spirit, it's a matter 
of entering into his presence and it's focused on what Christ has done for us, but I can do 
all of that at home." What do you say to people that say that to you? And I'm going to, 
let's be direct here, what do you say to yourself when you say that to yourself because I 
know quite a few of you do sometimes? Can you worship him at home? Oh, you can, but 
part of how in God's plan for us is that he has placed us in groups. He has placed us into 
the assembly of worshipers and our worship is to be strengthened and the fire of what we 
know about God that is to drive us to greater worship is further fanned by us doing it with 
each other. And if you're not sure about that today, you need to keep listening but you 
need to let God by his Spirit keep talking to you through his word because his word says 
it from cover to cover. You cannot worship the way God fully desires you to do it, the 
way that your relationship with him would be further grown and strengthened, if you 
don't fully commit to worshiping him with other Christ and God worshipers. You can't do 
it and the fact that it's so common among Christian people that we just come up with one 
reason or one excuse after another, something on our schedule that says, "Well, you 
know, we have to do that on that day. You know, this is really more important for us to 
do on that particular Sunday than go worship God with his people." I'm sure that I don't 
have to tell you that as your pastor that that causes real grief because it's just a window 
into the heart of the person that says that that worshiping God, his relationship with God 
is just not that important. Now, you know my heart, I'm not up here browbeating you; I'm 
not up here angry, but it's the truth and if you'll allow God to minister the priority that he 
has for you for you to worship him and for you to take advantage of every opportunity to 
strengthen your relationship with him, you know it's the truth too.

Now, part of worship is this discovery of God's worth. Think with me, imagine one of the 
women in our church has a particular item of jewelry, right, and it's something that was 
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given to them by their mother or maybe even their grandmother, and it's just something 
that they don't think a whole lot about but they like the look of it and they wear it, right? 
And after wearing it for a few years, she meets a friend for lunch or something and the 
friend looks at the necklace and says, "Whoa, how long have you had that?" She's like, 
"It's just something that was passed down to me through family." And the friend looks at 
it a little more carefully and says, "Wow, I've never seen anything quite like that before 
but you should go and see an appraiser and just find out how much it might be worth." So 
after thinking about it, you know how people are, they're like, you have this full 
conversation with themselves and they're like, "Well, I don't want to get my hopes up." 
But after a while she goes to see an appraiser and she lays the thing out on the table in 
front of the appraiser, the appraiser gets out his magnifying glass, you know, we've all 
seen this on Antique Roadshow, right? And he brings his full realm of knowledge to bear 
and he looks at it carefully, thoroughly, and exhaustively, and he drops the pen in his 
hand, he stands up and he says, "Do you realize what you have in your possession?" And 
he goes on to say, "This was the great whatever whatever thing that's been passed on 
from generations and it's a this half a million dollar piece of jewelry." 

Now, some of you are like, "That never happens." No, it does happen. You and I have 
seen it on Antique Roadshow, right? And what does the woman do? What is the first 
response? I mean, think with me. Let's make this full connection. What's her first 
response is going to be emotional, right? I mean, that little piece of knowledge changes 
her whole life, her whole world. I mean, she probably starts crying right then and there 
and her mind starts working, just like yours and mine would, right? You're like, "You 
know, I'm going to sell this thing and we'll buy this and we'll pay off the mortgage and 
we'll do this and that and the other thing." Do you see the picture here? Real worship is 
discovering at the core of your person, of your being, who God really is. Yes, his power, 
his Creator-ship, his transcendence, and yet it is very real. It's not just bedtime stories that 
sounded really good and fanciful and they make you feel better. No, it's the truth and 
reality for you that God wants to have you as his own personal son and daughter and 
friend. He wants to open up to you. He wants to show you all of the blessings and the 
grace and the life-changing designs he has for you. He wants that for you. He truly does 
and when you, when that catches fire within you and me, it changes everything. I trust 
that we are tracking with this today. 

That's what real worship is. Yes, it's got to be a balance. Real worship is balanced by 
knowing certain things about God that he has made very clear to us, but it gets our 
attention where it becomes personal, it becomes real to us. And how do you know if you 
have come into church today or maybe a few weeks ago or months from now, how do 
you know if you have really worshiped? How do you really know? Somebody can come 
in and this happens more often than not, right, somebody comes in and they're just really 
worried about a lot of stuff or maybe just one major thing that's just stressing them out 
completely, and they come in that way to church. That's common. And they hear music, 
God-honoring, Christ-focused music that ministers to them. They hear the word and 
maybe they didn't hear the whole message but they hear something within the message 
that touches them and really, it lifts them up. It makes them feel better and so throughout 
the day, they're like, "Hey, you know, I actually feel really, really pretty good." And then 
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what happens next? Monday. I mean it that way. Monday. The week comes and stresses 
and worries and what happens? And let's be honest, we go straight back to where we 
were before. Now, I ask you, was that real worship? Now, if you think it is, you can go 
ahead and answer in the affirmative but I want to prod your thinking. Is that genuine 
worship?

Or how about this scenario? Somebody comes in and they are burdened down with 
worries and distresses and they come in and they hear something about God and it blows 
them over. It gets their attention. It is revealed to them in a way where they stop and think 
about how foolish they've been to be so full of anxiety over something that God clearly is 
in control of and that it's part of his path of us following after Christ. And as that sinks in, 
it actually becomes personal and it catches fire and it causes them, maybe in the middle 
of the service or by the end of the service or end of the day, it causes them to worship 
God in a way with full humility and full acknowledgment of their lack of faith up to that 
point, and it all comes to a head with what God has done and provided for them in his 
Son Jesus. Now, do you see the contrast? That's worship and that is the target. That's the 
objective for us as we worship together corporately but also as we meet with the Lord on 
a regular basis personally and daily. Has that happened to you? My prayer and hope and 
desire is that it would, it would happen to you today. 

And what's the last point? I'm going to touch on it briefly, verse 6, what is worship? 
Worship is entering into the presence of God. Worship is being moved by the truth. But 
lastly, worship in verse 6, it's interesting, the second venite, the second invitation to come 
and worship, he says this, "Let us worship and bow down. Let's kneel before the LORD 
our maker." What is worship? How would you sum that up? You don't need a degree in 
Hebrew. What is real worship? It is surrender. Total and abject yielding and surrender of 
the heart.

A lot of other things we could say about this. We all and it's one of the things that really I 
notice and have noticed over the years with people coming to church, we always want to 
feel better, right? And the dangerous place we can be in is that we want the thrill, the 
salve, the relief of feeling better about our relationship with God and about our lives in 
general but oftentimes we're not willing to fully commit in our relationship to him. What 
the Psalmist is modeling here is that genuine worship is bowing down, not just physically 
and in a form, "Let us kneel before the LORD our maker." Let's fully surrender entirely 
to him and that is what we're being summoned to do. That is what genuine worship is 
comprised of.

Now, the last thing I want to draw your attention to is found in verses 8 and following. 
It's interesting this is the context. He says, "Today," the last part of verse 7, are you 
looking right there with me? Verse 7, the last part, he says, "To day if ye will hear his 
voice, Harden not your heart." What is he saying? Don't neglect to fully kneel before the 
Lord and to recognize all of what worship entails. "Harden not your heart, as in the 
provocation," is a reference back to the children of Israel. The word "provocation" is also 
a proper noun. It's the word meriba. It's the place where Israel cried out to the Lord and 
complained to him for not providing for them. The rest of verse 8, it says, "and as in the 
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day of temptation," that is massa, that's another place where they totally messed up and 
tempted him. "As in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers," verse 9, 
"tempted me, proved me, and saw my work." 

Now, the question is are you and I worshiping the Lord this way? Well, the full story here 
is that God has done everything for us to open up the door for such worship, for full 
access on our part to him. He wants us to have that ultimate, fully intimate and close 
relationship with him. In fact, when Jesus was on the cross, many of you are familiar with 
this, he's on the cross and three things happen at the very, very end of his life, he says, "I 
have finished it. It is finished." He gave up his last breath, it says, and he died, and we are 
told by the Spirit of God that at the same exact moment, a mile or two away if that in the 
temple of Jerusalem, the very veil that represented the barrier away from God's presence 
ripped from top to bottom. What does that mean? It means every obstacle, every ounce of 
separation that could be there between you and God has been removed by him and may 
we so enter and press in fully to God's presence.

Let's close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for your word to us. We ask that we by your grace and your 
Spirit, would truly take it to heart. We ask that we would examine most of all our 
relationship with you and our relationships with one another today, Father. Lord, you 
know the troubles among us. You know the dysfunction in our families. And Lord, most of  
all you know the resistance that we tend to have towards you. We ask that you do your 
special work of healing and forgiveness in our hearts today. We pray it in Jesus' name. 
Amen.
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