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2 Corinthians 4:7–15 

7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellence of the power may be 

of God and not of us.  

8  We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in 

despair;  

9  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— 

10  always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus 

also may be manifested in our body.  

11  For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus 

also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.  

12  So then death is working in us, but life in you.  

13  And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed 

and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak,  

14  knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and 

will present us with you.  

15  For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may 

cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.  

 

The Glorious Gospel and the Plain Container 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
 

INTRO: 

 You will remember we are working our way through Paul’s unpacking his question in 

2 Corinthians 2:16, “To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and 

to the other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these 
things?” In Chapter three, he declared that in fact no one is sufficient in themselves. 

The Gospel we preach is filled with the Glory of God. Therefore, in chapter four he 

said, we must be careful to be clear, knowing that Satan openly opposes us and that 

God supernaturally uses the Gospel we preach to transform supernaturally those He 

saves.  

We pick up our study in 2 Corinthians 4:7-15. Paul’s point is verse 7. “But we 

have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellence of the power may be of 

God and not of us.” He shows this in two ways. 

  I. The Preacher’s Affliction 

II. The Preacher’s Hope 
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I. The Preacher’s Affliction (v. 8-10) 

 

2 Corinthians 4:8-10    “We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we 

are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 

but not destroyed—always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord 

Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body” 

 

A. How would the Corinthian believers see Paul’s point? The tremendous glory of 

the Gospel was to glorify God and not to glorify His servants? 

 

B. The couplets here show the contrast between what Paul suffered in the ministry 

and how God strengthened him.  

 

1. He was under pressure but God did not let him be crushed. There can be 

many pressures when we try to share our faith with others. 

 

2. He was sometimes not sure what God wanted him to do and where he should 

go. He did not always understand what God was doing. We see this in Paul’s 

changing travel plans in chapter two. Yet, Paul did not despair because God 

always was there with him. 

 

3. He suffered persecution, but God never forsook him. God took him through the 

trials. 

 

4. Opponents harmed Paul but he never was destroyed because God brought 

him through. If we doubt any of these descriptions or think Paul was indulging in 

hyperbole, we need to read chapter 11 and we will find out he was just stating 

the facts. 

 

C. God allowed him to suffer so that through his dying for Christ sake would cause 

the supernatural life of Christ to be clearly seen in him.  

v.10    “Always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 

life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body” 

 

II. The Preacher’s Hope (11-15) 

 

2 Corinthians 4:12-15    “So then death is working in us, but life in you. And since 

we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, ‘I believed and 

therefore I spoke,’ ’we also believe and therefore speak,’ knowing that He who 

raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us 

with you. For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the 

many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God” 
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A. The first center of our hope is that God has a purpose in our suffering. He is going 

to expand on this truth in verse 17. God uses us up so others can find life in Christ. 

 

B. Second, we have the same hope the Palmist had in Psalm 116:10. In Psalm 116 

the Psalmist describes his pleas to the LORD in the midst of his trial and how God 

answered. Because of this deliverance he is speaking out in this Psalm. Paul said, 

because the Lord delivers us, we speak out in our faith because God has always 

shown Himself faithful. 

 

C. Third, God will deliver us to heaven.  

vs.14-15    “Knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up 

with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that 

grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to 

the glory of God”  

The Lord will raise us up with Christ one day and present both me, Paul, and you, 

those who believed through my ministry to God in heaven. Everything Paul did in 

ministry was for them and most of all for the glory of God. 

 

What Do We Take From This? 

 

1. When we pay a price for proclaiming the Gospel of our Savior to others, we need to 

recognize many have suffered for the Gospel before us and there is a special beatitude 

for us.  

Matthew 5:11–12    “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and 

say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly 

glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.” 

 

2. Hold fast to the realities God has promised us in His Son. All our suffering has a 

purpose. We will be together in heaven. He will not lose any who are His.  

John 6:37    “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who 

comes to Me I will by no means cast out.” 

 


