
How Saints deal with Sickness!

John 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of 

Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (It was 

that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and 

wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 

3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he 

whom thou lovest is sick. 4 When Jesus heard that, he 

said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 

God, that the Son of God might be glorified 

thereby. 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 

Lazarus. 6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, 

he abode two days still in the same place where he was. 7 

Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into 

Judaea again. 8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews 

of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? 9 

Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any 

man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the 

light of this world. 10 But if a man walk in the night, he 

stumbleth, because there is no light in him. 11 These things 
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said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend 

Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of 

sleep. 12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do 

well. 13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought 

that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. 14 Then said 

Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad 

for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye 

may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. 16 Then 

said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, 

Let us also go, that we may die with him. 

1. Jesus loved Lazarus 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, 

saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.

a. The Holy Spirit makes it clear that what is about to 

happen in Lazarus’ life is clearly not because God is angry 

or upset

b. The health, wealth, and prosperity preachers have tried to 

make us believe that God always wants us to prosper and 

so sickness is from the devil

c. They want you to believe that the reason you are sick is 

because you are not spiritual but sinful.
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d. They want you to think that if you had enough faith then 

you wouldn’t be sick and you would be prospering

e. The sisters knew the relationship that Lazarus had with 

Jesus and had no doubt that there was a special love 

there

f. Lazarus is not sick because of sin or any lack of favor with 

Jesus

2. There are greater purposes in what happens to us 4 When 

Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto 

death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 

God might be glorified thereby.
a. Lazarus sickness did not surprise Jesus. He knew exactly 

what was going on

b. There was a greater purpose than the comfort of Lazarus 

and his sisters

c. We must get our eyes off of ourselves and our 

circumstances to see what God’s purpose is in our life-you 

are not an accident

d. Why do we get sick, have troubles, have things not work 

out like we want or expect
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i. The first reason mentioned here is that God is going to 

get glory for Jesus

1. They will see Jesus raise a man that has been dead 

for 4 days

2. They will know and believe more than ever about who 

He is

ii. We must understand that God is bigger and greater 

than us and has purposes that we do not understand. 

Isaiah 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

Neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 9 For as 

the heavens are higher than the earth, So are my ways 

higher than your ways, And my thoughts than your 

thoughts. 

1. When we acknowledge that God is greater than us 

and life is not about us then we are on the right track 

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 

glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all 

things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 

created. 

a. God doesn’t exist to meet my needs and make me 

happy

b. God wants me to realize that I exist for Him
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c. I want to live my life in the light of bringing honor 

and glory to His name

2. I want to trust that no matter what is happening it is 

for His honor and glory and what is best for me 

Romans 8:28-29 And we know that all things work 

together for good to them that love God, to them who 

are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom 

he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 

the firstborn among many brethren. 

3. Lazarus is sick. He is going to die. It will appear that 

Jesus doesn’t care. Jesus will raise him from the 

dead. Jesus will be greatly glorified. The sisters will 

have their prayer answered

iii. We shouldn’t be surprised when things go wrong in our 

lives I Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange 

concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 

some strange thing happened unto you: 

I Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you 

but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, 

who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
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able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 

escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

iv. There are sicknesses caused by Satan 

Matthew 17:14-18 And when they were come to the 

multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling 

down to him, and saying, 15 Lord, have mercy on my 

son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he 

falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 16 And I 

brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure 

him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and 

perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how 

long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And 

Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: 

and the child was cured from that very hour.

v. God may allow sickness as a means of chastisement 

Hebrews 12:5-11 And ye have forgotten the exhortation 

which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, 

despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint 

when thou art rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord 

loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 

whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, 
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God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 

whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without 

chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye 

bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had 

fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 

them reverence: shall we not much rather be in 

subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 

For they verily for a few days chastened us after their 

own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might 

be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening 

for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 

nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 

of righteousness unto them which are exercised 

thereby. I Corinthians 11:29-32 For he that eateth and 

drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 

himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 30 For this 

cause many are weak and sickly among you, and 

many sleep. 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we 

should not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we 

are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 

condemned with the world. 
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vi. My goal in my sickness, suffering, problems should be 

to honor and glorify God more with my life

vii.Instead of whining, getting angry, fussing with God I 

should trust Him and realize that He has a purpose in 

this great trial

3. What appears to be God not answering is really the 

outworking of God’s purposes in our lives 6 When he had 

heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days 

still in the same place where he was. 7 Then after that 

saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 14 

Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15 

And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the 

intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go 

unto him.

a. Jesus didn't rush to answer their prayer but waited 2 

more days

b. Then He decided to go to Judea and doesn’t mention 

running to Lazarus

c. He then waits until He knows Lazarus is dead

d. All the time He has a purpose-so that they may believe
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e. Could it be that God is at work in your life right now? 

Could it be that you have had the wrong focus? Could it 

be that you have allowed your bad attitude to actually 

hinder God getting glory? Could you have drawn back and 

away from God instead of seeking Him more?

f. You do not have to accuse yourself or be angry with 

yourself when things are not working out. Instead we 

trust Him to do what is best for us!

4. The greater question maybe how will you deal with sickness 

and tragedy in your life!

a. They sent word to Jesus 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto 

him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is 

sick.

b. Don't be surprised that you are facing these issues. They 

are common to man

c. The question isn’t the problem you are facing but how 

you will deal with it

d. Know that what is happening is for a purpose beyond 

what regular people can see II Corinthians 4:16-18 For 

which cause we faint not; but though our outward man 
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perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 17 For 

our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for 

us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18 

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen: for the things which are seen 

are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 

eternal. 

e. Realize that God may be preparing you for ministry 

greater than you could ever have had without this 

problem II Corinthians 1:4 Who comforteth us in all our 

tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which 

are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 

ourselves are comforted of God. 

i. Joni Erickson Tada

ii. Elizabeth Elliot

iii. Tim Lee

iv. Chris and Andria not being able to have children and 

God giving us Jacob and Hannah

v. Losing the Bible college land

f. Run to God and ask for strength to glorify Him even 

though you do not understand
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