
Genesis 33 

The Dreaded Esau 

 

Facing an unappealing confrontation … 

 

I. Anxious Anticipation 

 A. A Perceived Threat 

 B. In Preparation 

 C. Appeasing Gesture 

 D. Humble Posture 

II. Pleasant Surprise 

 A. A Stunning Reception 

 B. The Reunion 

 C. A Godlike Reaction 

III. Earnest Dealings  

 A. Agreement 

 B. Deception 

IV. Sojourn & Settlement 

 A. Succoth 

 B. God-the-God-of-Israel 

 

Application: Our God & Our Enemies 

I. The Victory 

 A. Christ’s Triumph 

 B. Our Defeat and Triumph 

 

II. Fearsome Foes 

 A. Worldly Tormentors 

  1. Boogiemen 

  2. Bad Guys 

 B. Spiritual Adversaries 

  1. Temptation 

  2. Satan 

 C. Even Death 

 

… Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children, Listen … 

1. Why was Jacob afraid? 

2. What surprising thing happened when he met his brother? 

3. How do we know that Jacob/Israel finally sees that he belongs to 

God? V. 20 

4. Will we have enemies in this life? Can you name some? 

5. If we belong to Jesus, do we need to fear our enemies? Why 

not? 

 

Real Fears – Faithful God 

From an earthly perspective Jacob had plenty of reason to fear his 

brother Esau; after all he threatened to kill him and was now 

approaching with an army. What Jacob did not know was that 

God was working behind the scenes and apparently even in Esau’s 

heart. When we face the various adversaries we have in this life, it 

might well be that God has already worked out a peaceful solution 

behind the scenes. This doesn’t mean that we don’t have to try 

and work things out, and we are even called to love our enemies, 

but sometimes we are pleasantly surprised how well intimidating 

confrontations go once we deal with them. Sometimes that is a 

direct answer to our prayers. It certainly doesn’t always go that 

way – disasters happen too, and tension with adversaries may even 

worsen in some cases. But, the truth of the matter is, when we 

belong to Christ all adversity is put in perspective. We need to do 

all we can to broker Biblical peace when we can. But there are 

cases where real enemies simply will not back off. Yet, in the end, 

whether they are earthly foes, spiritual adversaries or even death 

itself, if the Lord is on our side, we need not fear. Jesus said: "I tell 

you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that 

have nothing more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to 

fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. 

Yes, I tell you, fear him! Luke 12:4-5   
 


