
Gospel of Mark Chapter 8 

 

John MacArthur tells the story of a blind woman whose Spiritual eyes were opened by the Word 

of God:   

 

IN France some years ago there lived a poor blind girl. A dear friend gave her a copy of the 

Gospel of Mark in Braille.  That was the only book that that she possessed. 

She began reading the book with the tips of her fingers. Through a continual reading of her 

precious book she came to know the Lord Jesus and so with great fervency and affection she 

kept reading the Gospel over and over and over again until her fingers became so callused and 

her sense of touch so diminished that she could no longer distinguish the characters on the page.  

In an ill conceived effort to resensatize her callused fingers she sliced her fingertips with a knife 

but of course that only made them less sensitive. 

With great sorrow, the woman felt that she must now give up her beloved Gospel.  

Saying farewell, goodbye sweet Word of my Savior she held the book up to her lips to kiss it 

good bye. 

To her surprise her lips, more delicate than her fingers discerned the characters on the page. All 

night she perused with her lips the book of Mark and overflowed with joy at this new acquisition. 

• Although this woman never regained her physical sight, by the grace of God the eyes of 

her heart were opened to see the glorious Kingdom of God and she became a new 

creature in Christ. 

 

I am going to do something unique this morning. I am going to use the healing of a blind man in 

Mark 8:22 - 26 as the outline, the key to understanding the entire section of Mark.   Here is the 

outline: 

• Precariously blind and without hope.   

• Partially impaired but (definitely) seeing. 

• Perfectly clear vision. 

 

Once again: The key that I will be using to unlock this section of scripture for us is found in the 

healing of a blind man at Bethsaida. 

Mark 8:22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and 

begged him to touch him.  23  And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the 

village, and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see 

anything?” 24  And he looked up and said, “I see men, but they look like trees, walking.” 25  

Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and 

he saw everything clearly. 

• In the days when the Lord Jesus walked the earth there was no real remedy, no viable 

medical help for an individual suffering from blindness, as a matter of fact until the 19
th

 

century and the discovery of microscopic pathogens medicine was primitive at best. 

• So when the Lord Jesus arrived and began healing entire towns, causing the lame to walk 

and the blind to see, his miraculous works set him apart from every other human being that 

ever lived and provided proof of his divinity and his Messiahship. 

 

Let’s break the narrative of Jesus healing down to introduce our three points: 



Mark 8:22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and 

begged him to touch him. 

• The man that is brought to the Lord Jesus is totally blind and without hope. I would like to 

use him as a representative of all MANKIND who are born in spiritual darkness. 

• Second Point: 

 

Mark 8: 23  And he (Jesus) took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and 

when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 

24  And he looked up and said, “I see men, but they look like trees, walking.” 

• Here the Lord Jesus opens the eyes of a blind man, and while he is definitely seeing his 

vision is not quite clear. 

• Now, this is the ONLY place in ALL of the Gospels where a miracle of healing takes 

multiple touches.   WHY IS THAT??? Inquiring minds want to know. 

• When God sovereignly opens our blind eyes we all need to grow in grace in order to see the 

Lord Jesus with clarity. 

• Third point: 

 

Mark 8: 25  Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was 

restored, and he saw everything clearly. 

• Finally, this man who had no hope, the same one who received partial sight now sees clearly. 

He is now walking in the fullness of light. 

• And so it is that all who have been removed from the Kingdom of Darkness will one day see 

clearly and know even as we ourselves are known. 

 

Now let’s see how the story of this blind man’s healing becomes a framework for the rest of the 

chapter. 

 

FIRST I want to show you how the natural man apart from Christ is totally blind and without 

hope.  I will be using the blindness of the Pharisees Verses 11-13 to illustrate this.. 

 

John Mac - Spiritual blindness is a universal human condition. Every human being who has been 

born into this world since the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden has been born 

spiritually blind. 

• That may be a difficult statement for some of you to receive. After all: 

• Our world is full of people who CLAIM to be “Spiritual.” Many will gladly open your mind 

to the spiritual realm through yoga, meditation, clairvoyance, use of hallucinogenic drugs or 

some unique spiritual revelations. 

• From a Biblical perspective, although they say that they are spiritual, they are actually blind 

to the true and living God, the giver of spiritual life.  

• The Pharisees in Jesus day considered themselves “Spiritual.” They were the religious elite 

but they were blind to the living God when he was standing right in front of them. 

 

Mark 8:11  The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from 

heaven to test him.  12  And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation 

seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, 

got into the boat again, and went to the other side. 



• Although the Pharisees have witnessed a multitude of divine healings, signs and wonders, 

they remain in the total darkness of unbelief. 

• And in that unbelief that they come to TEST the Lord Jesus. 

• There are a few different words in the N.T. translated “TEST” this one (PEIRAZO) is to test, 

to tempt someone by soliciting them to sin. The use of this word tells us that the Pharisees 

desired to prove to everyone that Jesus was evil. 

 

My first point for today is that these Pharisees represent the whole of natural mankind.  

Born spiritually blind, they aggressively suppress the truth that God has graciously revealed.                      

Let’s look at this blindness in three parts: 

 

The Natural Man is born in a state of spiritual Blindness: 

Ephesians 4:17 (NKJV)   17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no 

longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18  having their 

understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in 

them, because of the blindness of their heart; 

 

Adding to man’s natural blindness is the work of Satan who is more than happy to assist man on 

his road to eternal destruction. 

2 Corinthians 4: 3  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 

4  In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 

seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 

Paul describes the natural man as one who actively SUPPRESSES the truth. 

Romans 1: 18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

19  For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 

 In Creation and in the Conscience God has made himself known to all men. 

• BUT they suppress the truth.  WHY? Because WE LOVE darkness rather than light. 

 

John 3:19  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 

darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 

• Understand this: the Pharisees represent the blind and helpless state of fallen man.  

• All of humanity is born spiritually and terminally blind. The enemy of our soul, through his 

many deceptions labors to keep men in the blindness of unbelief. 

• BUT God sovereignly intervenes in the lives of men, men of his own choosing. He opens 

their eyes through His miraculous work of regeneration.  (The New Birth)  

 

Point #2 - Partially impaired but seeing. 

 REMEMBER the blind man; remember that Jesus laid his hands on him two times before he 

could see clearly. 

 

Moving on to Vs 17 the disciples who are in the boat with Jesus are not seeing very clearly.   

• They left the Pharisees in the blindness of their unbelief and they find themselves in the 

midst of a misunderstanding with regard to bread. 



• While they were in the boat, Jesus warned his disciples about the corrupt theology and gross 

unbelief of the Pharisees and in his warning he used the word “Leven.”  (Vs 15) 

 

Mark 8: 15  And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 

and the leaven of Herod.” 

• Leven is yeast and yeast is often used in the Bible to typify the slow, insidious corruption 

and progression of sin. 

• BUT the disciples didn’t get it. They didn’t understand. When Jesus mentioned “Leven” they 

thought He was talking about LUNCH. (Bellies directing their brains) 

 

Mark 8: 17  And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you discussing the fact that you 

have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 

18  Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? 

• This is where I tie the disciples to the blind man who was SEEING but not quite clearly. 

• Certainly the disciples had a measure of insight as to who Jesus was. They possessed some 

level of divine revelation. They heard his words, saw his works. They left everything behind 

in order to follow him. 

• When others were leaving Jesus (John 6 after the feeding of the 5000) the disciples stayed by 

his side. (Peter - Where else can we go, only you have the words of eternal life.) 

• Do you remember when Jesus walked on the waters of the Sea of Galilee and came to his 

disciples who had been struggling in boat for many hours. When he climbed into the boat 

and calmed the wind and the sea, they responded in heartfelt WORSHIP. 

 

Matthew 14: 33 saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  

• SO I would submit to you at this point, when the disciples are in the boat with Jesus, 

struggling to understand the difference between the leaven of the Pharisees and the lunch 

menu, their eyes have been opened but their vision is not quite clear, not yet 20/20. 

 

Like the Blind man who saw men like trees and the disciples who are with the Lord Jesus in the 

boat ALL believers while they are in the flesh SEE BY FAITH what they will one day see in 

perfect clarity. 

1 Corinthians 13: 12  For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in 

part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

• FOR NOW: While we live in this mortal body, We have God’s Word we have the Holy 

Spirit, BUT nothing in this life can compare to the glory that will one day be revealed to us 

and in us at the Lord’s coming. 

  

For now, WE are all growing in wisdom and revelation and in the knowledge of Christ.  

Consider Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian believers: 

 

Ephesians 1:15  For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love toward all the saints, 16  I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers, 

17  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom 

and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that 



you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in the saints, 

• Like the blind man who was healed, and captivated by every new image that is seen! 

• The beauty of a magnificent sunset, the glory of the Autumn Leaves as they float from the 

sky, the crystal formations of ICE as they glistens on the limbs of the trees on a cold winter 

morning. 

• God has opened the eyes of his beloved people to see the beauty of his patience and loving-

kindness. His Word paints images of mercy and grace that are more breath-taking than the 

Grand Canyon. 

 

Standing atop Mount Haliaccela on the Island of Maui as the sun is rising, the clouds which are 

below, take on a golden hue more beautiful than you could imagine. 

 BUT even that is nothing when compared to the promise of that Holy City where the streets 

are gold and the walls of jasper are clear as crystal. Reflecting and refracting the glory of 

God. 

 And this is the portion of all who believe. 

 

The last point for today:  Perfectly clear vision.   We will only touch on the last point briefly this 

morning. I plan to cover it in more detail next week: 

• Remember the healing of the Blind man; remember how the Lord Jesus persevered until “He 

saw everything clearly.” 

• We see this same perseverance in the Lord Jesus as he reveals himself to those he had 

chosen as Disciples.  (They didn’t get it in the boat but he kept on teaching them) 

 

Mark 8: 27  And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the 

way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28  And they told him, “John the 

Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.”  29  And he asked them, “But 

who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 

 

Matthew 16: 16  Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

17  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 

• God the Father miraculously opens the blind eyes of sinful men to see the glory of God in 

the preaching of Jesus Christ. 

• The illumination of the darkened soul of man is NO LESS a miracle than when God spoke 

the universe into existence. He is the one who turns on the light!    

 

2Co 4:6  For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

• Through the proclamation of the Gospel God opens the blind eyes of sinful man to see the 

light of his glory in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

His illuminating work begins with the miracle of New Birth wherein he gives blind and sinful 

men eyes to see the Kingdom of God. 

 He imparts His Sanctifying Spirit who acts like a Holy Optometrist…. 

 Enabling us to see…… IS this better than this, this better than this…   



 UNTIL we see with clarity and speak with confidence the words of JOB: 

 

Job 19: 23  “Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 

24  Oh that with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! 

25  For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 

26  And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 

27  whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints 

within me! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


