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I draw your attention to Luke 15. We'll begin reading in verse 11. Make sure you're 
aware of our final and, I believe, climactic message in this series next week. I appreciate 
your prayers with me. You know, pastors gets all kinds of crazy nervous when we hear of 
a snowstorm coming through on Saturday evening or possibly Sunday morning and it's so 
easy to really forget or neglect to meditate on the providence of God that all these things 
are in his hands and we're like it's going to mess up our message schedule and our 
worship schedule and just kind of mess it all up but, of course, we know snowstorms 
don't catch the Lord by surprise. But I do appreciate your prayers that we can stay on 
track and you would receive from the Lord what he'd have for us today as well as next 
Sunday also.

I draw your attention to Luke 15, verse 11,

“11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them 
said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 
And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after the 
younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, 
and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in 
want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and 
he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled 
his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 
17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my 
father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I 
will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called 
thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 20 And he arose, and came 
to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the 
son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22 But the father said to his 
servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; 
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and let us eat, and be merry: 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.”

As we have observed already as we began this last Sunday, this is a very well-known 
passage of Scripture to all of us and, really, to most religious people at large. Frankly, 
most of the time, we're quite prone for our understanding of this story to have become 
quite sentimentalized. I think this happens when we have become focused on one aspect 
of the story and it happens to be the aspect that we are going to concentrate on for much 
of our time today, but as we only focus on one part of it, it causes the rest of it to really 
fade into the background and not receive the kind of prominent attention that our Lord 
fully intended for it to get from us.

I also want to mention two secondary objectives behind us looking at this passage. We 
want to understand this story as we want to understand all of the gospel account as well 
as the whole Bible, but we want to understand it and hear it as it sounded like in the 
minds of the original hearers. With real familiar sections of Scripture, our failure to do 
that can get us into trouble. It can also contribute to a really a warped or 
misunderstanding of our Savior's teaching. So, we want to hear it in the hearing of how 
they would have heard it and, frankly, the core teaching of this caught Jesus' original 
hearers by surprise. It caught them off guard; it shocked them. We want to make sure that 
we grapple with that aspect of the message. Also, we want to see how this teaching of our 
Savior's really fits into the larger redemptive story and there are things that our Lord 
doesn't make explicit in this passage but for us to understand what he was teaching in 
light of the core teaching of the gospel that we see all throughout the Scripture, in the 
light of the large redemptive story.

So, as we look at this, I want to make sure that we remember the purpose behind our Lord 
telling these stories. He tells three parables here: one about the sheep, one about the lost 
coin and also here about the lost son. And what he is doing here is confronting not just 
one but the two prevailing and opposing worldviews that were pervasive in his day. He is 
implying that there are two kinds of people in every age. This is the way it is and it's 
especially this way to this day and the age and culture in which we live. He is confronting 
both worldviews. First of all, what we could call the religious moralistic worldview. 
What kind of people are those? These are really what we called last week as the moral 
middle, the majority of people that believe in right and wrong. In our day today, they may 
or may not be people, especially in this age and in this region in which we live, they may 
not be people that go to church but in their own minds, they are good people. They have 
standards, if you will. These kind of people, religious or moralistic folks, their attitude as 
far as what they say is the problem with society, the problem with the world, are all the 
rule-breakers, the people that don't give attention to moral absolutes. These are the kind 
of folks in many of our circles, that watch Fox News and they are led to continually 
bemoan the declining moral state and culture of our day. Those are the moral people. If 
we're honest with ourselves, for most of us that is kind of our default baseline even as 
professing Christian people, we wander from our moorings in the biblical gospel and we 
tend to start thinking and living that way. That's kind of our DNA hard-wired perspective.
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The other group of people is what we'll call the relativists and that's the younger son in 
the story. Their attitude is, can you relate to this? This is what many people say, “The 
problem with society is the super-religious people. It's fine to be religious but just keep it 
in your own private sphere. Keep it to yourself, will you?” Or they often look at it this 
way, “The problem with the world is all the condemning people.” This is the predominant 
attitude among many secularists today is that they see kind of a characterized version or 
image of Christianity and they see it not just as an annoyance, they see it as dangerous. 
They really do and oftentimes it's an inaccurate representation of Christian faith but they 
see it as the types that go around condemning everybody. That is the relativist or the folks 
that basically say, “Hey, you know, I do what's right for me. I'm not bound by some 
2,000 year old historical document of moral standards of right and wrong.”

What was our Lord's response to both groups of people? This is at the heart of this 
passage as well as it's at the core of our Lord's entire ministry and life and what he was 
setting forth in the gospel. His attitude to the Pharisees as well as to what we call the 
center class, the moral relativists was what? That they're both wrong. He was not holding 
up one over the other. He was offering himself and his words of truth to confront head-on 
both of them. This is what he's doing in this very passage as he tells this story. They're 
both alienated from the father and as the story plays this out, the father has two sons: he 
has a good, moral son and he has a for lack of a better way of saying it, a bad, immoral 
son. We entertained this notion last week: if you and I had lived in that story, which son 
would have appealed to us the most? This is really without debate or discussion: the older 
son, obviously. He was the good guy and truthfully, he was the type of person we would 
have fancied ourselves as being. 

The father has a Jekyll and a Hyde, two of them separate as sons. Think to yourself, a lot 
of us as we grow older, we find ourselves in that situaiton where we have two sons or two 
daughters: one of them goes the way that we wanted them to go at least on the outside, 
and the other doesn't. What does that do to your heart as a father or mother? Or even 
those of us that have siblings where one's a good upright person, he goes with the crowd, 
he fulfills expectations and the other one is the proverbial what we call them, the black 
sheep. It's a struggle isn't it? To maintain that right heart attitude towards the black sheep. 
Here's the point and this is the shocking reality of the story: Jesus is saying there is a 
good moral son and the bad immoral son and they're both outside the father's house. The 
younger son is alienated from the father at the beginning of the story. By the end of the 
story, the older son is beckoned by the father to come into the house with him and to 
enjoy fellowship and harmony as a family and he will not go in. That's the good person. 
He's alienated from the father. And the point to the story if you didn't get it already, I 
hope you have, would you pass the quiz? Both of their hearts are far from the father. 

But also along with that, if the story is saying anything, it's conveying the fact that the 
good son is even less inclined toward the heart of the father because of his own goodness. 
He is more impervious to the father's heart of compassion. At his core, the older son is 
people like you and I, if you will, at his core, he's opposed to who the father is and what 
he cares about. He is far more distant. This is what our Lord is teaching and by the time 
you get to the end of the story, the older son looks at the father and he says, “I will not go 
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in there with you. If this is how you feel towards the younger son, I will have no part with 
you.” And this was a whole lot for our Lord's original audience to process. It was 
shocking and it would have been very difficult for them to comprehend. It was clear to 
them, don't mistake for a second that somehow it was muddled, they understood what he 
was saying, they just could not accept it.

So, that leads us to the first half of the story of two sons. We actually see here, go ahead 
and look with me in verse 20, this is the image of the story that most of the time sticks 
with people the most. The reference there is when the younger son comes back, comes to 
the father and we see the father do what? We see him welcome the profligate son back to 
him. He's not at all distant from him now. The father actually runs to his most wayward 
son and he does what? He hugs him, this full Middle Eastern embrace and he weeps on 
his neck and he kisses him. We call that the father's welcome. Really, this story is 
communicating something very experiential here. We need to focus on that. What it is 
that the father does to welcome his son: he hugs him, he kisses on him. If we're honest 
with ourselves, we often don't do enough of giving attention to this in our understanding 
of gospel Christianity. This is what everybody in their heart, they long for. They long for 
this palpable, tangible sense that you are deeply and eternally accepted and welcomed by 
the father. That is the point to this.

What I want us to see in the rest of the time that we have, which is not a great deal, is 
what are the components of the father's welcome. What are the three things that 
according to our Lord's story here that help paint the larger picture of what is required for 
the father's welcome. First of all, look with me in verse 17. “And when he came to 
himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger!” The expression there, the first thing that we see that is required 
is that he came to his senses. What's being referred to here is real repentance, a genuine 
change of entire direction, a change of heart. The King James, of course, here says “he 
came to himself.” Our Lord's emphasis on this, it's important for us to recognize the fact 
that as he was confronting the prevailing worldviews of his day, repentance was foreign. 
This kind of repentance was completely foreign and strange to people's thinking. To the 
religious moralist, he doesn't need to repent, he's good enough already. Really, “I'm not 
perfect but I’m generally going in the right direction.” That is their conviction. The 
relativist if we compare it to today's secularist thinking, it's unnecessary. “Repentance, 
why? Why bother.” I've had people tell me that. “The kind of crazy old time religious 
biblical repentance stuff? You don't do that until you're about to die.” I've had people say 
that. Really, their thinking is that God accepts everybody for who they are. I mean, you 
can't hold it against them that their sexual orientation or whatever the case may be for 
them and it sounds all nice and good that God accepts everybody for who they are, just as 
they are without them feeling like they have to change or measure up to a standard but 
the truth is, it doesn't minister a life of fulfillment or joy for the relativist or the secularist. 
It's not transformative. It doesn't reach the depths of a person's soul. 

This is in keeping so much with the rest of what the Bible says about real repentance, that 
repentance is not just coming to the point where you say, “Okay, I’m sorry.” Or offering 
this grand official apology to God. Go ahead and turn with me to 2 Timothy 2. Paul 
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expresses repentance this way as well. 2 Timothy 2:25. Paul is telling Timothy how to 
minister the truth to people and especially for those people that are resisting the truth. It's 
interesting what Paul says here in 2 Timothy 2:25, Paul says, “Timothy, you need to do 
this: In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give 
them,” what? A little quiet out there this morning. “Will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth.” Then Paul continues with this, he says, verse 26, “And that 
they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil.” The expression “recover 
themselves” really is the same idea that is expressed in the prodigal son story as far as 
coming to their senses. Coming back to themselves. This is unique to Jesus' message and 
how he confronted the predominant thinking of his day. This was unique to him; this was 
part of his new message. It's even new to our own day. The whole idea of repentance, the 
centrality of repentance and what's needed is for somebody to come, we might call it, to a 
spiritual awakening, coming to themselves. It's not just a matter of saying, “Well, yeah, I 
did this, this and this and I really feel bad about it.” It is a sense of an awakening, feeling 
like you've come back to reality to see everything differently. When somebody comes to 
full faith in the gospel, repentance, of course, is all part of that and this is part of the 
renewed relationship with God. They see everything fresh and new again.

A really helpful picture of this in Daniel 4. You don't need to go there but many of you 
are familiar with it. It's from the life of King Nebuchadnezzar. You remember 
Nebuchadnezzar, it was prophesied that he would actually be driven to the cattle pasture. 
Remember that? Anybody remember it? Not only was it prophesied but it actually 
happened so for seven years he lives like a beast. Then though, at the end of that seven 
years, he actually tells the whole story, he's testifying. It says that when he came back to 
himself. It says it there in Daniel 4, “I raised my eyes to heaven,” he said, “and my sanity 
was restored.” The King James version says, “My understanding came back to me.” And 
he no longer lived and acted and thought like a beast anymore, he thought like a human. 
The language of actual repentance. This is what's being described about the younger son 
in the prodigal son story is that somebody comes to real faith and real repentance and 
they're like, “O, how could I have been so blind? I never saw that before. How could I be 
so selfish? Why couldn't I see how opposed to God and his laws and his word that I really 
was?” 

So, what we want to see here is that the younger brother awakes to two realities. His 
repentance is his seeing or his awakening to two major realities. First of all, he awoke to 
the nature of his sin. It wasn't just that he thought back and said, “Boy, you know, I really 
blew it with that.” Like the older brother actually said about him, “I just wasted my 
living, my inheritance with prostitutes and whores and I just feel so bad about that. It was 
a really bad thing to do. It was a wasteful way to spend all that.” That's really not the 
essence of his repentance being described. He recognizes it for what it really is in its 
essence. 

If you're back with me in Luke 15, hopefully you held your finger there but if you didn't, 
you can turn back there with me now because I didn't hold my finger there either. Luke 
15:17-18, we see the emphasis of this. He comes back to himself. It says, “And when he 
came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's,” they're part of my 
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father's estate and they more than enough. He's wistful now about the father's house and 
estate. Then he says in verse 18, “I know what I need to do, I know what got myself in 
this trouble to begin with, I was running from the father.” We touched on this last week: 
the essence of sin here is the fact that he's awake to it, that it's not just breaking rules, it's 
running away, being tired and annoyed and have had enough with the father. He wants to 
get away from the father but when he repents, what does he say he's going to do? He 
wants to go where? Get back to the father. He decides he will say to his father and then 
he plans out this speech he's actually going to say. This is reminiscent of Psalm 51 where 
David says, “Against you and against you only have I sinned. I have sinned myself out 
away from your presence.” And this is precisely the point.

The thing we do want to make sure we grasp here is how the original hearers would have 
actually understood this part of the story. The younger son back in verse 12, he goes to 
the dad and he says this, “Give me my inheritance. Give me the portion of goods that 
falls to me.” And the father gave it to him and what we have to realize here is that the 
younger son was saying, “Give me my inheritance. Give me my life, now leave me 
alone.” That was precisely what the younger son was saying to the father, “Dad, I want 
your stuff but I don't want you any longer in my life.” Let's be honest, that is the essence 
of sin on any level. You say, “God, I want you to provide for me. I want your blessings 
but when your commandments and your word crosses the desire of my heart, you can just 
stay out it. Will you, please?” That is the attitude being communicated here.

The younger son said, “Give the share of the property now.” And he was demanding. 
Oftentimes this is overlooked. He was demanding that the father liquidate his property. 
Really, the common scenario, how this would have played out, that all of the son's 
inheritance would have been wrapped up not in money, not in coinage and currency in a 
bank somewhere but in the father's actual property. This would have required the father 
to liquidate a major chunk of his land holdings and this would have required a huge 
amount of effort by the father as well as it would have diminished his status in the 
community. But even more than that, think of this with me: your son or daughter or you 
as a son or daughter and imagine the audacity of one of your siblings going to your dad 
and saying, “Dad, I’ve had enough. I'm tired of waiting for you to die. I want the 
inheritance that's coming to me and I want it now. If you give it to me, I’m out of here.” 
Really, the son is saying, “I wish you were dead but before you die, I really would like it 
if you would give me what's coming to me.” It was the ultimate slap in the face.

Even more than this, in the typical shame and honor culture and society of Jesus' day, it 
would have seemed even far greater of a relational faux pas, if you will. The worst 
possible thing that a child could say to their parents. Think with me: it's not just the son 
or daughter saying, “You know, there are some things about the family that I just can't 
take anymore and I’m just going to go.” That's really not the point. That's not the 
sentiment. “I've had enough of this family. I'm out of here but before I go, I want what is 
yours and what you know that you have promised to come to me.” 

Along with this, though, is the fact that the elder brother at his core, is not much better. 
The elder brother has stayed around, at least part of his motivation has been for the sake 
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of the inheritance, and when push comes to shove by the end of the story, the elder 
brother communicates to his father that he doesn't want the father either. He doesn't 
because when there is this crisis or point of conflict that comes up to show how that their 
hearts are so different from each other, the elder son says, “You know what? I wish you 
were dead too.” You're like, “The story doesn't say that,” but it is communicated. As far 
as the social and cultural backdrop of the very story, the elder brother also says, “Yeah, I 
want your stuff but I don't want you.” So, it exposes not only the moral relativist but it 
also exposes the moralist. But for the older brother, he can't see what the younger brother 
now sees, that is the father's heart of compassion.

First of all, we see that he awoke to the nature of his sin, how that his sin is best summed 
up by his abhorrence for the father, running from the father. Secondly, he also awakes to 
the folly of seeking solace outside his home. You grasp this with me: verse 15-17, this is 
the part of the story where it says the younger brother went and “joined himself to a 
citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.” Verse 16 says, 
“And he would fain have filled his belly,” he was about to eat what the pigs were eating, 
the actual pods. Can you imagine? The muddy soup there and no man helped him out at 
all with any amount of food or bread. Verse 17, “And when he came to himself, he said,” 
what does he say? He says, “What am I doing? I'm out here on my own and what has it 
gotten me? I thought I’d be better off outside the father's house and the father's confines 
and his restrictions,” and he says, “the complete opposite has happened. My whole life is 
falling apart.” That's what he's saying. It hits him and he's awake to this now, the folly of 
how abhorrent and how stupid it was for him to try to meet his emotional and relational 
needs outside of his very own family. The expression there in verse 13, one of my 
favorite King James expressions, “And there wasted his substance with riotous living.” 
The word for “riotous” is the word for “wild.” Just unbridled, untamed, wild living. The 
older brother said later in the story that he wasted his inheritance with whores and 
prostitutes and it was true. It was like the older brother being the tattle-tale. Maybe that 
part of the story hadn't come to the father yet and the older brother blurts it out.

Do you ever think about this, though, why especially in our culture today, why so many 
young people very quickly they go off to college and just right off the bat it seems, they 
so readily adopt to the so-called partying culture. We're in the middle of February here 
and before you know it Spring Break will be here and if you have relatives, younger 
college student relatives or friends or friends of neighbors and whoever else, this is what 
motivates them, right? To get through the first half or second semester of college and 
then they go on Spring Break and they refer to it this way: the Spring Break mentality or 
the expression that they've gone wild. We can, rightfully so, we can be somewhat 
appalled by that kind of lifestyle and that living. The Bible makes it very clear and states 
it for what it is yet at the same time, oftentimes, we're really not diligent enough to try to 
see under the surface as far as what drives that kind of pursuit and that kind of sentiment 
and feeling. What they're doing, I ask you today, why do young people get caught up in 
that? And you might say, “Well, it's the peer pressure. It's what the rest of them are 
doing.” Well, why are the rest of them doing it? Think with me. And it is the fact that 
they're seeking something for sure but they're seeking an acceptance, a security, a longing 
for a sense of belonging. “If I do this, then I’ll know that they accept me for who I am.” 
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A sense of unity with their friends and whoever else. Frankly, they're seeking after that 
because thus far in their lives, it had eluded them. And I’m not making excuses for it but 
it's important as parents and as brothers and sisters that we recognize it for what it is. 
Much of the time we're just so turned off by it but we don’t bother to look underneath. It's 
important to see what motivates this kind of wild living. And the son, when he comes to 
himself, to his senses, it all comes back to him and he recognizes, “What a dope I’ve 
been! I thought I could get whatever it is, I thought I could get fulfillment and meaning to 
life and happiness by getting outside the father's household and his comforts and the 
security and promises of his own.” It's so far from the truth. 

Second thing I want us to see here. First of all, the fact that he comes to his senses; 
secondly, he finds unconditional love. Look with me at verse 20, Luke 15:20. This is 
astounding. This is a big part of the imagery that stands out in our minds about this story 
the most. Verse 20 it says, “And he arose , and came to his father. But when he was yet a 
great way off,” what is the picture here? His father is already out there and the definite 
implication is that the father has already been there and he is gazing far out to the horizon 
looking for any sign, any indication of that lost son. He's waiting for him. It says, “his 
father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” As 
he does so, what is greatly emphasized here: there is something that is different from the 
two previous parables. The story about the shepherd: the shepherd goes and what does he 
do? He actually goes out looking for the sheep. Remember that? The woman goes and 
she turns her house upside down for that lost coin. In this case, though, somebody could 
says, “Well, the father doesn't do that.” Well, the father tangibly in the story, the father 
doesn't do it because he doesn't know where he is but the father is far out there as far 
away from the home as he can possibly get. Do you see that? 

And it really is the case in the typical Middle Eastern father if this whole scenario had 
played itself out, the typical guy that when the son came to him and said, “You know, I 
have no more use for you or for this family and for this estate anymore, I want you to 
give me my inheritance now and I’m out of here.” A typical father, Arabic or Israelite or 
whatever, would have beaten the guy. Do you realize that? That's what he would have 
done. He would have beaten the son and thrown him out with nothing. But understand 
this: the way the story is told, the father allows all of this to play out so that he knows the 
son will come to himself, he will be awakened to how stupid and foolish this all was and 
it's very clear, the clear disposition of the father, he allows this to happen because of his 
unconditional love. Not only that, it's his proactive love. He allows it to all unfold and 
this is precisely what our heavenly Father does with us. We think we're getting our own 
way. We think we're turning our back on our upbringing and our social and cultural and 
moral moorings and the Lord in the background is just saying, “Well, fine. You just go 
ahead and do that and I’m going to let you. I'm going to let you make your own choices. 
You think they're your own but the fact is, they're just steps that I’m ordaining for you to 
take so that I will bring you back to me.”

So, the dad here loves him to repentance. Imagine the son coming down the road. The 
father doesn't love him because he looks good, right? He's penniless. He's got pig slop all 
over him. Have you ever seen somebody coming out of a famine? Yes, you have. You've 
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seen pictures of them on television and they don't look good at all. He doesn't love his 
son because there is something appealing about him, he loves him because why? You 
know this: he loves him because he loves them. That's it. And we need to recognize that 
part of the father's welcome is the fact that there is an unconditional love. There is a love 
that he sets upon us that predates our repentance. He puts his heart upon us and woos us 
and calls us and draws us even before we start to overtly respond to him.

If this is the case, this is interesting, in verse 19. We'll probably need to stop here. It says 
in verse 18 that the son comes to himself there and he says, “I will arise and go to my 
father, and will say unto him,” he has this whole speech planned out. The younger son 
says, “I have sinned against heaven, and before thee.” It sounds pretty good, actually. 
Verse 19, “And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired 
servants.” So, he actually gets to the father and he comes to the father down there in verse 
22 and in verse 21 he starts his speech. He says, “I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” What happens next? The father cuts 
him off, interrupts him. The dad says, “I've heard enough,” and he's basically saying, 
“Nonsense. Nonsense. You will never be one of my hired servants.” The father says, 
“You are my son.” That's amazing. Unconditional love and acceptance. He doesn't hear 
his full speech of repentance even, no because his heart is set on him and the father will 
bring him all the way to himself.  

The second thing that you need to have, to know the father's welcome, to know the 
father's hug and the father's kiss is real repentance, coming to your sense but secondly, 
you need a God-likeness of unconditional love and acceptance. The last thing I want to 
touch on very briefly is the fact that the third thing is that the younger son is introduced to 
the father's payment plan. You think about this: the whole part that the dad threw, it was 
elaborate, it was extravagant: the fatted calf that had been fed and prepared back in the 
barn just for a setting of great consequence and a town-wide kind of party. He brings out 
the calf for this situation and the question in the hearts of the Lord's hearers of this story 
would have been something like this, “Well, who's going to pay for this?” They would 
have thought that. The younger son has spent all of his inheritance, all that the father has. 
He actually makes this clear in verse 31: all that the father has belongs to who? Now, you 
can answer this out loud. In the story, it belongs to who? Not the younger brother 
technically. It belongs to who? The older brother for sure. And what do you think his 
attitude is about a part of his inheritance coming out to pay for this party? It's got to be 
one of the things that he's so incensed about. “What! You're spending part of my 
inheritance on this low-down, good for nothing son of yours!” He says it in those words. 
In this particular scenario, it would have been the older brother ultimately that would foot 
the bill. Of course, he will not have it at all.

So, what is the point? That there is a payment and the father, of course, is absorbing that 
payment but when it comes to you and I and our need to be accepted by the Father, don't 
think for a second there is not a payment to be made. Now, it's not explicit in this story, 
there is no mention of sacrifice or anything like that and I really believe that that's by 
design and on purpose. Our Lord leaves that part of the story open or blank. Why? 
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Because his own, our Savior, was the sacrifice or the sacrificial, true elder brother that 
stepped forward and said, “I'll pay for this. I'll pay for it with my very life's blood.”

Let's all close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for your word to us today. We ask that as we continue to grasp  
and learn and receive the words and the essential gospel message of this most profound 
story, Lord, help our hearts to be warmed by your remarkable, extravagant, 
unconditional love for us and for those people that we tend to think are too bad, they are 
unsavable, not salvagable. Lord, we ask that you'd break our hearts to see the real 
picture of your own heart. Lord, humble us today. Lord, may we examine our own hearts 
and how that we tend to rely upon our own keeping of your moral standard to commend 
ourselves to you. Lord, we ask that you would help us to draw closer to you. May our 
hearts be more full and more broken to the needs of those around us. We pray in Jesus' 
name. Amen.
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