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KJV – Romans 9:21-24 

 

"Election Really Simple” 

 Introduction: 

     We have all heard that word “election,” but what does it really mean? The Bible teaches that God, 
before the foundation of the world, chose certain individuals from the sinful human race to be the 
objects of His undeserved favor through His Sovereign Grace. These and these alone He purposed to 
save therefore God knows who will be saved and who will not. Almost everyone would agree with 
that, the issue is not what God is, or what He does but the issue that most have with the doctrine of 
election is that it is unconditional.  

     Here are some key issues that we must keep at the forefront of our study in this area if we are to 
better understand election really simple. First, man is a sinner by birth, by nature and by choice. He 
is touched by sin in all that he is in every way through and through. 

 Romans 3:9-18  

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is 
under their lips: 

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not known: 

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 
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     Second sinners deserve death for the disobedience of God's command. We all have this sin nature 
that was passed from Adam and Eve down to us from the fall in the Garden of Eden. We are born 
spiritually dead and touched by sin in all that we are.  

 

Genesis 2:17 

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 

Romans 6:23  

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     It is here that the Apostle Paul reinforces the Genesis curse that was passed to us from Adam as 
our federal head. Therefore, if God were to be just without ever displaying mercy and grace to only 
give us what we deserve, we would all die, end of story. God was under zero obligation what so ever 
to save or make salvation available to anyone!  I don’t think anyone will be able to grasp God’s 
unconditional election until they can grasp their minds around this concept.  

 

Romans 9:21-24 

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour? 

22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory, 

24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

     The Apostle Paul asked that rhetorical question in Romans 9 dealing with unconditional election 
in stating. "Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, 
and another unto dishonour? What if God, willing to shew His wrath, and to make His power known, 
endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted for destruction: And that He might make 
known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had afore prepared unto glory." 

     The key to understanding just exactly what the text means is not reading and studying it in the 
English, but in its original language, Greek. Paul is showing us several key truths in these three little 
verses about the potter and the clay.  
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1. Hath not the potter power over the clay, this portion of the text shows that God is totally and 
completely Sovereign. He is the potter and His creation is the clay. As God, He can choose to do as 
He wills with His own creation. King Nebuchadnezzar declared this as recorded by the Prophet 
Daniel. "And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto the heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured Him that 
liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to 
generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His 
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say 
unto Him, What doest thou?" (Daniel 4:33-34). 

 

2. Of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? The Apostle Paul 
here is using the very familiar Old Testament analogy of the potter and the clay (Isaiah 64:6-8 and 
Jeremiah 18:3-16). Paul argues here that it is as irrational and far more absurd and arrogant for 
men to question God's choice of sinners for salvation, as for a piece of pottery to question the 
purpose of the potter. Keep in mind that all men are fallen, so therefore God is actually taking the 
vessels of dishonour from the pool of fallen, wicked, sinful mankind to elect,  "thus making some 
into vessels of honor." Man doesn't make his salvation, salvation is a gift by the Sovereign grace of 
God. 

 

3. What if God, willing to shew His wrath, and to make His power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath. It is here that the Apostle Paul shows us God's great mercy and 
grace through His longsuffering as He is staying His hand of judgment upon all mankind. God is 
withholding yet to make His power known by His wrath because there are still vessel of honour 
through the Sovereign counsel of God's grace and mercy through His purpose of election will be 
saved. The Apostle Peter gives us a smaller example of God's longsuffering in First Peter 3:20. 
"Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water." God stayed His 
hand of judgment for 100 years upon the evil wicked men for the ark to be completed to save those 
whom God had already chosen to be saved. This is God's longsuffering.  

      God has Sovereignly chosen vessels of honour from the foundation of the world, to save and 
work out His good pleasure and purpose through His Sovereign decree of Election. But just what 
does “Election” mean? We use the word “election” to speak of God choosing certain individuals out 
of the mass of humanity.  We do not use the word to speak of voting for someone, like a presidential 
election. This is a Bible word, as we will see, and a Bible doctrine, this glorious doctrine of election.  

     God could have chosen to save all men (He had both the power and authority to do so) but He did 
not purpose election in this manner. Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to 
make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and 
to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:  
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And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory. You must realize and understand this one simple fact that God is Sovereign, He 
is in complete control of all things. And if the Sovereign God of all of creation has chosen and willed 
to save all men, then all men will be saved. But this is just not the case. 

     God could have chosen to save no one at all (He was not under obligation to any) but He did not 
purpose election in this manner.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  According as he hath chosen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved. 

     God has chosen to save some which shows both His mercy and His justice in demonstrating His 
Sovereign power.  “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4:11). 

 

Romans 8:29-30 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

     God has chosen certain individuals unto Salvation to display His grace. That doesn’t mean He has 
chosen certain individuals to Hell. Because no one was ever good enough to enter into the presence 
of a thrice Holy God, we were condemned from our birth, sinful, wicked, vile and depraved. Yet God 
displayed His Sovereign Grace upon those whom He choose to save.  

Ephesians 1:4 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

1 Thessalonians 1:4  

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 

II Thessalonians 2:13 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 
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II Timothy 1:9 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

     God chose these individuals before He made the world, He purposed grace upon these 
individuals before the world was made. He blessed all those He choose with spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and blameless before him. God has done all of this according to His own purpose, the counsel 
of His will according to His own good pleasure. 

Ephesians 1:9 

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 

     Now look at verse eleven: 

Ephesians 1:11 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will. 

     We as finite man question this because the issue is honestly is with submission because of pride. 
We say things like this is unfair, not right, how could God do this?  

Romans 9:14-21 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might 
shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 

18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 

20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that 
formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay. 
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     Salvation is of the LORD, and God saves by His Sovereign purpose of election according to His own 
Sovereign Will. (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)  It was said 
unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 
hated” (Romans 9:11-13). God didn’t hate Esau in the sense man hates, but He simply passed him 
over from the foundation of the world with grace for salvation according to His purpose of election. 

     In this glorious work of grace God receives all the honor and glory for the salvation of lost 
sinners. God receives all the praise and gets all the credit because it is all through and by His 
purpose of election by His will. 

John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 


