
John (34)                   Hymns 705, 437, How Deep the Father's Love  

 

Last week, while examining the Father's witness of Christ in OT Scripture, I mentioned that from v37 to v47—

our Savior rebukes the Pharisees for their rejection of that testimony, v39—"You search the Scriptures, for in 

them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me"—that is—eternal life is found in 

Scripture, because Scripture testifies of Christ—another way of saying this would be—eternal life is found in 

Christ... 

 

The problem of the Pharisees wasn't that they searched the Scriptures, or that they searched the Scriptures to 

find eternal life—but that they failed to understand the Scriptures testify that eternal life is found only in 

Christ... 

 

Within v40-44 we learn three addition things about these unbelieving Jews, and by inference all men by 

nature—they were unwilling to come to Christ, and they were unwilling because they did not love God, and 

they sought the praise and approval of man... 

 

I.   The Passage Explained  

II.  The Passage Applied  

 

I.   The Passage Explained  

 

A. A Refusal (they were unwilling to come)—v40 

 

1. Within v40 we find a tragic truth—the Pharisees not only refused to believe in Christ, as found in 

Scripture, but they also refused to come to Him as He came to them in person... 

2. The very One who the OT Scriptures testified of—the One those Scriptures foretold—was now among 

men... 

3. But—because they rejected the written Word, they also rejected the living Word—these two obviously go 

together... 

4. The very same person, who was promised throughout OT Scripture—had now fulfilled that promise and 

come... 

5. God's promised Messiah had come—the fulfillment of all that the OT foretold, through its types and 

shadows... 

6. [1] Who refused—"And YOU are unwilling"—that is—the unbelieving Jewish leaders representative of 

the nation...  

7. Matt.22:2-3—"The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, and sent 

out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing..." 

8. Matt.23:37—"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 

How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you 

were not willing..." 

9. Thus—in the first place—our Savior is speaking of the Jewish leaders, as representative of the Jewish 

nation...    

10. But—as we shall see here in a few minutes—what was true of them is also and equally true of all men by 

nature... 

11. [2] What they refused to do—"And you are unwilling TO COME TO ME THAT YOU MAY HAVE 

LIFE..." 

12. That is—they were unwilling to believe on Him as the source of eternal life—instead they put their trust in 

their Jewish nationality... 

13. They thought they had eternal life because they had the Scriptures—because they were a privileged 

nation... 

14. V45—"Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom 

you trust..." 

15. To trust in Moses means they were trusting in the fact that they had the law—they were trusting in 

themselves... 
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16. And this is precisely what native man refuses to stop doing—he refuses to stop trusting himself and trust 

Christ... 

17. The phrase "come to Me" means—You refuse to believe in Me—You refuse to trust Me as the source of 

eternal life... 

18. True and saving faith—entails the sinner coming out of himself and going to Christ—of solely trusting in 

Him... 

19. Thus—necessary to coming to Christ—is leaving oneself—turning from your own merits, strength, and 

ability... 

20. This is what these Jews refused to do, and brethren, simply put—this is what all men, by nature, refuse to 

do... 

21. John Calvin—"Christ again reproaches them that it is nothing but their own malice that hinders them from 

becoming partakers of the life offered in the Scriptures; for when he says that they will not, he imputes the 

cause of their ignorance and blindness to wickedness and stubbornness. And, indeed, since he offered 

himself to them so graciously, they must have been wilfully blind..." 

 

B. Two Reasons (they did not love God and they sought the praise of men)—vv41-44 

 

1. Within verses 41-44 our Savior provides two reasons why these Pharisees, and all men by nature, are not 

willing to come to Him... 

2. [1] They did not have the love of God in them (vv41-43)—the relation of v41 to the verses that precede 

and follow is debatable—I think it's more natural to apply it to what follows... 

3. V41—"I do not receive honor from men"—that is—He didn't live for the praise of man, but of His beloved 

Father... 

4. This was in contrast to the Pharisees, v42—"But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in 

you..." 

5. This is the reason why they did come to Christ to have life, and it was also the reason they sought the 

praise of man... 

6. Simply put—they loved the praise of man, more than the praise of God—they feared man, more than 

God... 

7. V43—"I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me"—why—because the love of God 

was not in them... 

8. V43b—"if another comes in his own name, him you will receive"—who He means by this is unclear or 

uncertain... 

9. It likely refers to false Christs and prophets in general, Matt.24:5—"For many will come in My name, 

saying, I am the Christ, and will deceive many..." 

10. The point being—the Jews were willing to receive false Christs and prophets—but were unwilling to 

receive Christ... 

11. Again the reason is found in v42—"I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you"—thus they 

refused those who came in His name... 

12. Now let me clarify—it seems obvious that false Christs and prophets would claim to be sent in God's 

name... 

13. When Jesus says, they come in their own name, He does not mean, they claim to be false Christs and 

prophets... 

14. But He simply means—because they did not know God, they never heard His voice or saw His form, they 

never recognized those He sent (Jn.10:3-4, 25-27)... 

15. Thus—the fundamental reason, the Pharisees refused to come to Christ was, they did NOT have the love 

of God in them... 

16. Jn.15:23-25—"He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no 

one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. But 

this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, They hated Me without a 

cause..." 

17. Now—here I need to remind you of the three elements of man's soul—mind (understanding), affections, 

and will... 
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18. [a] The mind (understanding)—this refer to how we understand or perceive truth—what we believe or 

know... 

19. [b] The affections—this refers to what we like and dislike—our loves and hates—what we are attracted 

and indifferent to... 

20. [c] The will—this refer to that faulty of choice—the chooser—which always acts in accord to the mind 

and affections... 

21. In other words—man will also chose what he loves and refuse what he hates—his will is bound to his 

heart... 

22. Now—most of us have heard over the years, the discussion about whether or not man's will is free or 

bound... 

23. Well—to answer that question rightly—you have to clarify—in the sense that man acts freely—his will is 

FREE... 

24. That is—man isn't forced by an outward source—all that he does he does freely and in agreement to his 

will... 

25. But—there is another sense in which man's will is not free, in that, it is not free to act contrary to his 

nature... 

26. To put it a bit more theologically—man's will isn't sovereign but a slave—it's a slave to the affections or 

heart...  

27. [2] They sought the honor that came from man (v44)—"How can you believe, who receive honor from one 

another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God..." 

28. Here we find another thing true of these Pharisees, and by inference, true of all men—they can not come to 

Christ... 

29. That is—they are enslaved to the things of this world—to the praise, honor, glory, and acceptance of this 

life... 

30. In other words—it was impossible for them—to live for the eyes of man—and—to live for the eyes of 

God... 

31. Matt.6:24—"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he 

will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon..." 

32. This is what our Savior means—it was impossible for them to trust Christ when they were trusting in 

themselves... 

33. It is impossible to seek the honor that comes from God—when you instead seek the honor that comes from 

man... 

34. [a] Honor that comes from man—"How can you believe, who receive honor from one another (praise, 

glory)..." 

35. The Pharisees loved to seek the praise of man—everything they did—they did for the eyes and ears of 

man... 

36. Jn.12:42-43—"Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees 

they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the praise of men 

more than the praise of God..." 

37. I suggest the "believing" here mentioned—is the same kind of believing that we find back in John's 

gospel... 

38. Jn.5:35—"He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice (believe) in his 

light..." 

39. In other words—it was a temporary faith, not a saving faith, for—"they loved the praise of men more than 

the praise of God..." 

40. Thus—the phrase—"for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God"—means—they were 

more concerned with what man thinks than God... 

41. They were yet enslaved to the praise of this world—the acceptance of this world—the smile and approval 

of man... 

42. let me put this another way—man refuses to leave this world, because he's enslaved to what it thinks of 

him... 

43. [b] Honor that comes from God—"and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God"—that is—a 

true and lasting honor... 
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44. Now—it may seem strange that Jesus speaks about an honor that comes from God—we should honor God, 

but does God honor us... 

45. Well—it depends on what you mean—the Scriptures do speak about an honor that comes from God to 

man... 

46. But—this honor is NOT because of anything within us—but it's because God honors or praises His work 

within us... 

47. Rom.2:28-29—"For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the 

flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the 

letter; whose praise is not from men but from God..." 

48. [a] Physical Jews—these are circumcised in the flesh—they are merely outward Jews—whose praise is 

from men... 

49. [b] Spiritual Jews—these are circumcised in the Spirit—they are inward or true Jews—whose praise is 

from God...     

50. That is—they are not concerned, foremostly, with what man thinks—but instead, they are concerned with 

what God thinks... 

51. This is the result of an inward heart change—for before that takes place man always seeks the honor of 

man... 

52. Thus—there's an honor that comes from God—but man doesn't get the credit for it—man doesn't deserve 

it... 

53. This is the kind of honor that is often in direct opposition to the honor of this world—this is unmerited 

honor... 

54. Thus—here is a second reason why these Pharisees refused to come to Christ—they preferred the praise of 

men... 

 

II.  The Passage Applied  

 

A. Man by nature is a very WICKED creature  

 

1. Here I'm thinking of the fact that man refuses to come to Christ, because he hates God and loves this 

world... 

2. Now—I wish this was true merely of the first century Pharisees—but, tragically, it's true of all men by 

nature... 

3. All men by nature—refuse to come to Christ—and they refuse to come to Christ for the same reasons—

they hate God and love this world... 

4. Thus—here I want to briefly do two things—prove this from a few texts and then suggest a few 

applications... 

5. Prov.1:24-25—"Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded. 

Because you disdained all my counsel, and would have none of my rebuke..." 

6. Prov.1:28-30—"Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but they 

will not find me. Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, they would 

have none of my counsel and despised my every rebuke..." 

7. Jn.3:19-20—"And this is the condemnation, that the light ahs come into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every practicing evil hates the light and does 

not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed..." 

8. [1] God, in the gospel, summons all men to come to Christ—this summons is both a command an 

invitation... 

9. God, through His word, not only commands man to come to Christ, but He also freely invites him to 

come...   

10. [a] Universal—that is—this summons comes to every person beneath the sound of the gospel 

proclamation...  

11. [b] Gracious—by this I mean—there's nothing in man that merits this invite—God invites His enemies to 

repent... 

12. [c] Sincere—that is—God within the gospel, really invites sinners to come, and offers them a full and free 

Savior...  
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13. [2] Man, and not God, is to be blamed for man's destruction—man doesn't perish for lack of a Savior, but 

for lack of coming to Him...  

14. Canons of Dort—"And, whereas many who are called by the gospel, do not repent, nor believe in Christ, 

but perish in unbelief; this is not owning to any defect or insufficiency in the sacrifice offered by Christ 

upon the cross, but is wholly to be imputed to themselves..." 

 

B. Man by nature is a very WRETCHED creature 

 

1. The word wretched is an older word that simply means miserable—man by nature is a very miserable 

creature... 

2. And put rather simply—the reason he's a wretched creature is because he's a wicked creature—and he can 

not change it... 

3. V40—"you are not willing to come to Me" v44—"How can you believe"—that is—you are not able to 

believe... 

4. In other words—man's condition is so bad—that he's not merely unwilling to come but he is not able to 

come... 

5. Native man is so wicked—his heart is so opposed to God and in love with this world—that he CAN NOT 

come...  

6. Thus—man is a wretched creature, not only because he is wicked—but because he is helpless to change 

himself...  

7. Now—here I need to clarify something that may be different to understand—it has to do with man's native 

inability... 

8. Let me simply state it—provide an illustration—and then I want to briefly examine two passages of 

Scripture... 

9. Man's inability to believe—the fact that he CAN NOT come—is the result of his deep seated aversion to 

coming...  

10. Let me illustrate—because of his fall into sin—native and natural man has dug a deep pit into which he 

has fallen... 

11. Man—actually finds himself already in this pit by birth, because of his affiliation with his father Adam's 

sin... 

12. Through his own personal and actual sin—he digs the pit deeper—and thus increases his inability to get 

out... 

13. Now—God in and through the gospel—throws a rope down to man, a rope sufficient to deliver him from 

the pit... 

14. But—he refuses to grab the rope—because he hates the One who provides the rope, and he loves life in the 

pit... 

15. You see the problem—isn't that he lacks arms to grab the rope—the problem is he would rather perish than 

be rescued... 

16. Now—at times you might here well-meaning Calvinists describe native man—man is dead just like a rock 

or tree... 

17. Well—man isn't a rock or a tree—God never holds a rock or tree accountable for refusing to come to 

Christ... 

18. Go back to my illustration—the problem isn't that the man lacks arms—but he lacks the desire to be 

rescued... 

19. So too—the problem isn't that man lacks the faculties to believe—native man has a mind, heart, and a 

will... 

20. But—the problem is that man hates God and hates the idea of leaving the pit—his inability is the result of 

a deep seated hatred for truth... 

21. Paul Washer—"Total depravity does not mean that men do not possess the necessary faculties to obey God. 

Man is not a victim who desires to obey but is unable to because of factors beyond his control. God has 

endowed man with an intellect, a will, and a freedom to choose. Man is therefore responsible before God 

as a moral agent. Total depravity DOES mean that man cannot submit himself to God because he will not, 

and he will not because of his own hostility toward God..." 
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22. A.W. Pink—"Let it be clearly understood that, when we speak of the sinner's inability, we do not mean 

that if men desired to come to Christ they lack the necessary power to carry out their desire. No; the fact is 

that the sinner's inability or absence of power is itself due to lack of willingness to come to Christ, and this 

lack of willingness is the fruit of a depraved heart..." 

23. Gen.37:4—"But when his brothers aw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated 

him and could not speak peaceably to him" Matt.12:34—"Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak 

good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks..." 

24. Rom.8:7—"Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor 

indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God..." 

25. 1Cor.2:14—"But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 

to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned..." 

26. Perhaps I can put it like this—is man spiritually blind—yes, but he is willingly blind, or, he REFUSES to 

see...  

27. Is man spiritually deaf—yes, but he is willingly deaf, or, he plugs his ears to the truth and REFUSES to 

hear... 

28. Is man spiritually dead—yes, but he is willingly dead, or, he refuses to come to Christ that he may have 

life... 

29. And this is why man is not only a very wicked but wretched creature—because he can do nothing to 

change... 

30. Jer.13:23—"Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who are 

accustomed to do evil..." 

 

C. Man by grace is made a WILLING creature   

 

1. Now—here I want to leave our study with the good news—that in the gospel of Christ—God makes man 

willing to come... 

2. It's not until we begin to grasp the depths of man's native depravity—does the truth of the gospel become 

precious... 

3. Thus—in closing, I want to suggest two things about the work of God's grace, in making man a willing 

creature... 

4. [1] It's POWERFUL—that is—the first that's needed is that God come to man and powerful change his 

heart... 

5. Jn.3:3—"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God"—he 

needs spiritual life... 

6. Ps.110:3—"Your people will be willing in the day of Your power"—when Christ powerful changes their 

heart... 

7. [2] It's RATIONAL—that is—no sinner is ever brought to Christ against his will—man isn't treated as a 

robot...  

8. When God changes his heart in regeneration, man now has renewed faculties—he sees and he 

understands... 

9. Thus—he turns from his sin and comes to Christ willingly—with his whole heart and not reluctantly or 

grudgingly... 

10. Jn.6:44-45—"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at 

the last day. It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who 

has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me..." 


