
Presbyterianism for Dummies  

 

Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church  

A Mission Church of the Presbyterian Church in America 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Page 1 

The Concept  

of the Covenant 

Week 3 

 Teach Venal Ontology 

 

 In the Secular World, what is a COVENANT? 

 In the Scriptures, a covenant is . . . . 

 

 As a “bond” it establishes a relationship that __________ 

two parties together. 

 As a bond “in blood,” it makes the keeping of the 

________________ of the covenant a matter of 

_________________ & _______________. 

 As a bond in blood “sovereignly administered,”it recog-

nizes that God alone ______________ the covenant with 

man and sets its _________________. 

 The Covenants of God . . .  

 

 

 

 In the COVENANT OF REDEMPTION . . .  
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 In the COVENANT OF WORKS God promised 

_____________ to Adam and Eve (and all who came from 

them) on condition of _______________ and __________ 

obedience (Genesis 2:8-9; 3:1-3) 

 Adam and Eve disobeyed and fell into sin and __________ 

 Entered into the world (Romans 5:12), making it impossi-

ble for mankind to satisfy the conditions of the covenant 

(Ephesians 2:1-4). 

 God revealed the COVENANT OF GRACE in which he: 

 Offered ____________ & ____________ through 

Jesus Christ. 

 On condition of ______________ in Him alone. 

(John 3:16) 

 Promising to give to all those he calls the 

___________ ___________  effectually calling 

them to be ____________ & ___________ to be-

lieve. (Ezekiel 36:26—27; John 6:40—44) 

 All the other covenants of Scripture are simply different 

administrations of this one covenant of grace, since they 

all signify and point to the covenantal promises God has 

made with _________ ______________. 

 The reason COVENANTAL THEOLOGY is so crucial . . .  
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CHAP. VII. - Of God’s Covenant with Man 

1.     The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable creatures do owe obedience unto Him as 
their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and reward, but by some voluntary conde-
scension on God’s part, which He hath been pleased to express by way of covenant. (Isa. 40:13–17, Job 9:32–33, 1 Sam. 
2:25, Ps. 113:5–6, Ps. 100:2–3, Job 22:2–3, Job 35:7–8, Luke 17:10, Acts 17:24–25) 

2.     The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, (Gal. 3:12) wherein life was promised to Adam; and in him to his 
posterity, (Rom. 10:5, Rom. 5:12–20) upon condition of perfect and personal obedience. (Gen. 2:17, Gal. 3:10) 

3.     Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a second, (Gal. 3:21, 
Rom. 8:3, Rom. 3:20–21, Gen. 3:15, Isa. 42:6) commonly called the covenant of grace; wherein He freely offereth unto sin-
ners life and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be saved, (Mark 16:15–16, John 3:16, 
Rom. 10:6–9, Gal. 3:11) and promising to give unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to make 
them willing, and able to believe. (Ezek. 36:26–27, John 6:44–45) 

4.     This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in Scripture by the name of a testament, in reference to the death of Jesus 
Christ the Testator, and to the everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging to it, therein bequeathed. (Heb. 9:15–17, 
Heb. 7:22, Luke 22:20, 1 Cor. 11:25) 

5.     This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law, and in the time of the gospel: (2 Cor. 3:6–9) under the law 
it was administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances 
delivered to the people of the Jews, all foresignifying Christ to come; (Heb. 8–10, Rom. 4:11. Col. 2:11–12, 1 Cor. 5:7) which 
were, for that time, sufficient and efficacious, through the operation of the Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect in faith in 
the promised Messiah, (1 Cor. 10:1–4, Heb. 11:13, John 8:56) by whom they had full remission of sins, and eternal salvation; 
and is called the old Testament. (Ga. 3:7–9,14) 

6.     Under the gospel, when Christ, the substance, (Col. 2:17) was exhibited, the ordinances in which this covenant is dispensed 
are the preaching of the Word, and the administration of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper: (Matt. 28:19–
20, 1 Cor. 11:23–25) which, though fewer in number, and administered with more simplicity, and less outward glory, yet, in 
them, it is held forth in more fullness, evidence, and spiritual efficacy, (Heb. 12:22–27, Jer. 31:33–34) to all nations, both 
Jews and Gentiles; (Matt. 28:19, Eph. 2:15–19) and is called the new Testament. (Luke 22:20) There are not therefore two 
covenants of grace, differing in substance, but one and the same, under various dispensations. (Gal. 3:14,16, Acts 15:11, 
Rom. 3:21–23,30, Ps. 32:1, Rom. 4:3,6,16–17,23–24, Heb. 13:8) 

From the Westminster Confession of Faith 
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Recommended Reading 

and Resources 

 Christ of the Covenants,  O. Palmer Robertson,  

Book Description 
The Christ of the Covenants successively treats the various covenants of the Old 
Testament from an exegetical and biblical-theological perspective. The richness 
of a covenantal approach to understanding the Bible is presented, along with 
interaction with other viewpoints.  
 
About the Author 
O. Palmer Robertson (B.D., Westminster Theological Seminary; Th.M., Th.D., 
Union Theological Seminary, Virginia) is director and principal of African Bible 
College, Uganda. He previously taught at Reformed, Westminster, Covenant, and 
Knox Theological Seminaries, has served as pastor of four congregations, and has 
also lectured in Asia, Europe, and Latin America. 

Among his many published works are The Christ of the Covenants, The Israel of 
God: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, and Understanding the Land of the Bible. 

 

 


