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God’s Word to a 

Hesitating Church 
 

Since we have these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, 

bringing holiness to completion in the 
fear of God. (7:1) 

 
“Beware of the One Who 

Commends Himself” 
 

February 15, 2015 
 
Sermon Text:  2 Cor 10:7-18 
 
Scripture Reading:   
 
Introduction- 
 
This past week as some of you may 
have read on our blog, an academic 
researcher from the UK, Dr. Valerie 
Hobbs, wrote her account of an 
ecclesiastical court and trial held in the 
Southeastern Presbytery of the 

Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Dr. 
Hobbs is currently doing research on 
how women are viewed and spoken of 
in the reformed church. She is a sound 
Christian with a reformed background 
and her article was published online in 
The Aquila Report. The things she 
reported on are shocking. A pastor was 
charged and tried and convicted 
(losing his job as a result) of being 
negligent in not making his disabled 
wife come to church every week, 
against her wishes. You see a very 
Roman Catholic theology in all this – 
you MUST come to church to receive 
the grace bestowed in sacraments. 
 
But what I would like to read to you 
this morning by way of introduction to 
Paul’s words to the Corinthians here in 
2 Cor 10, is Dr. Hobbs’ report of her 
contact with one particular elder who 
was at that trial and who voted to 
convict the accused pastor. Listen to 
what she said: 
 
My presence, I began to realize, while 
unproblematic to most, was an 
anomaly. All of the women present, 
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apart from me, were either preparing 
and serving food or attending with 
their husbands. I had come by myself, 
solely to observe the trial. That my 
presence in this capacity was 
unexpected and at times troubling was 
impossible to miss. One prominent 
trial participant scowled at me when I 
made eye contact with him in the 
fellowship room. 
 
More worrying, however, was another, 
very different interaction. While I was 
talking with one Presbyter in the 
church sanctuary, one of the more 
vocal Presbyters (who eventually 
voted to sustain Charge 2) walked over 
and said, ‘Introduce me to this person,’ 
indicating me. The man I was talking 
to introduced me by my academic title. 
The new acquaintance then took my 
hand, which had not been outstretched, 
said ‘Let’s talk out here’, and pulled 
me/led me by my hand into the 
corridor. With a smile on his face and 
standing rather close to me, he began 
asking me questions (which I have 
coded for later discussion). 
 
•   Where have you come 

from? (place of residence) 
•   Do you know anyone in this 

area? (personal connections) 
•   So are you here mainly to visit 

those friends? (reason for 
attendance; I replied that I had 
come solely for the trial, to 

witness it as a woman and as an 
academic) 

•   How did you find out about this 
trial? Who told you about it? (my 
source of information about trial) 

•   Are you staying with 
friends? (accommodation) 

•   Well, then who is looking after 
you? (personal care) 

•    
I laughed and said that I was very 
comfortable in the hotel and that I did 
not need any looking after. He then 
said, “I think it might be a good idea if 
you stayed at my house with my 
family. (personal care) 
 
I laughed and said, again, that I was 
very comfortable in the hotel. He 
continued. 
 
•   Are you married? (personal life) 
•   How many children do you 

have? (personal life) 
•    

Up until this point, I had assumed that 
perhaps this kind of conversation was 
just this man’s particular manner 
(standing close, asking question after 
question, leaving little time for my 
responses). After all, we were 
strangers and he had smiled 
throughout. However, I began to feel 
this was an interrogation and even a 
form of intimidation. I tested the 
waters by asking about his children. 
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He ignored this and asked me what 
church I attended.  
 
He then responded, ‘So there aren’t 
any Presbyterian churches in your 
town?’ and then recommended I look 
up the pastor of a Presbyterian church 
in Scotland. He again invited me to 
stay at his home. At this point, the 
moderator was beginning role call, and 
another Presbyter came into the 
hallway and told the man that he 
needed to go back in. 
 
Whatever their motives, this 
Presbyter’s questions and behavior 
were, in my opinion, founded on the 
assumption that since my physical 
presence was neither domestic nor 
docile, it was unacceptable. This was 
evident in his use of the following 
strategies: 
 
•   disregarding the academic nature 

of the initial introduction and my 
subsequent reference to my 
academic interests 

•   leading me into the hallway by 
my hand (taking charge of my 
body and removing me from the 
trial room) 

•   asking me only indirectly why I 
was interested in the trial (So are 
you here mainly to visit those 
friends?) 

•   failing to respond to my attempts 
to discuss those interests 

•   leading the ‘conversation’ (what 
we linguists call topic raising) 
primarily towards matters related 
to my accommodation, personal 
care, and home life. 
 

In these ways, this man brought his 
assumptions about my femaleness to 
the forefront of our conversation, 
determined I was an outsider, an 
‘other’, since I did not fit within 
certain predetermined categories, and, 
I would suggest with some confidence, 
challenged and undermined the 
reasons for my presence at the trial. 
 
Apart from this man’s insistence on 
repositioning me within the bounds of 
acceptable domesticity, he presumed to 
touch me without my permission, for 
the purpose of removing me from a 
public to a private space. In doing so, 
he clearly indicated his intent to 
exercise control over my physical 
person.” 
 

************* 
This is wisdom about evil in action. 
That church elder was precisely the 
kind of person who had infiltrated the 
church at Corinth, working to exercise 
power and control over the believers 
there, alienating them from Paul and 
from the freedom Christ had won for 
them.  This man is exactly what Paul 
exposes in the next chapter: 
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2 Corinthians 11:12-15  And what I 
do I will continue to do, in order to 
undermine the claim of those who 
would like to claim that in their 
boasted mission they work on the 
same terms as we do.  (13)  For 
such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workmen, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Christ.  
(14)  And no wonder, for even 
Satan disguises himself as an angel 
of light.  (15)  So it is no surprise if 
his servants, also, disguise 
themselves as servants of 
righteousness. Their end will 
correspond to their deeds. 
 
Would you have realized that if this 
man had done to you what he did to 
Dr. Hobbs? Would you have 
recognized him for what he really is? 
You see the deceptive nature of our 
enemy. How many churches are 
controlled by just such men as this evil 
one? Would those churches listen if 
someone tried to expose the man?  If 
you read the comments on Dr. Hobbs’ 
report you will find that while many 
are supportive, there are plenty who 
blast her as an unbelieving, trouble-
making feminist with an ax to grind.   
 
Galatians 2:4-5  Yet because of 
false brothers secretly brought in--
who slipped in to spy out our 
freedom that we have in Christ 
Jesus, so that they might bring us 

into slavery--  (5)  to them we did 
not yield in submission even for a 
moment, so that the truth of the 
gospel might be preserved for you. 
 
 
Let’s read on then as Paul continues to 
warn the Corinthians and call them 
back into relationship with him and 
Christ: 
 
2 Corinthians 10:7-18  Look at what 
is before your eyes. If anyone is 
confident that he is Christ's, let him 
remind himself that just as he is 
Christ's, so also are we.  (8)  For 
even if I boast a little too much of 
our authority, which the Lord gave 
for building you up and not for 
destroying you, I will not be 
ashamed.  (9)  I do not want to 
appear to be frightening you with 
my letters.  (10)  For they say, "His 
letters are weighty and strong, but 
his bodily presence is weak, and his 
speech of no account."   
 
(11)  Let such a person understand 
that what we say by letter when 
absent, we do when present.  (12)  
Not that we dare to classify or 
compare ourselves with some of 
those who are commending 
themselves. But when they 
measure themselves by one 
another and compare themselves 
with one another, they are without 
understanding.   
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(13)  But we will not boast beyond 
limits, but will boast only with 
regard to the area of influence God 
assigned to us, to reach even to 
you.  (14)  For we are not 
overextending ourselves, as though 
we did not reach you. For we were 
the first to come all the way to you 
with the gospel of Christ.  (15)  We 
do not boast beyond limit in the 
labors of others. But our hope is 
that as your faith increases, our 
area of influence among you may 
be greatly enlarged,  (16)  so that 
we may preach the gospel in lands 
beyond you, without boasting of 
work already done in another's 
area of influence.  (17)  "Let the one 
who boasts, boast in the Lord."  
(18)  For it is not the one who 
commends himself who is 
approved, but the one whom the 
Lord commends. 
 
 The Enemy’s Accusations 7-10 
 
The opening phrase of verse 7 is 
difficult. It could be “the fact of the 
matter is right in front of your eyes,” 
or it could have more of the sense: 
“you are looking at and judging things 
by outward appearance.” The latter 
would seem to match with verse 10 
where Paul refers to the accusations of 
these enemies.  
 

The main points are evident however. 
Into the church at Corinth had come 
these wicked ones who exalted 
themselves as being “of Christ” in a 
manner superior to Paul. Paul 
confronts them here and calls them to 
acknowledge that he is Christ’s 
Apostle.  
 
You see in this epistle very often that 
Paul really wishes he did not have to 
“boast” of his apostolic office and 
authority. He wasn’t boasting of 
course, but was properly defending His 
calling from Christ and his gospel. 
However, Paul would have much 
preferred to use his office and his 
authority to build up believers in 
Christ. He did not enjoy having to do 
battle with the wicked and use these 
“weapons of his warfare” divinely 
empowered by God. Yet he knew he 
must fight this fight and contend for 
the Corinthians who so foolishly 
permitted themselves to be put under 
the sway of wicked men.   
 
We have already seen that Paul was a 
humble servant of Christ, though his 
appointed apostle. He was particularly 
careful not to boast of himself or to 
speak or act in any manner that would 
take eyes off of Christ. He preferred to 
write letters “in weakness” and not use 
his authority to frighten anyone. He 
did not put on airs, and this humility 
was interpreted as weakness by his 
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enemies, and thus their charge as 
stated in verse 10.  Always remember 
that Christ did not come in earthly 
strength and power, exalting Himself – 
and neither do His true servants. He is 
the Lamb. The baby in a manger, 
rejected, oppressed. Hated by the 
world. Listen to Isaiah’s description of 
the Son of God- 
 
Isaiah 53:2-3  For he grew up 
before him like a young plant, and 
like a root out of dry ground; he 
had no form or majesty that we 
should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him.  (3)  He 
was despised and rejected by men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief; and as one from whom 
men hide their faces he was 
despised, and we esteemed him 
not. 
 
So what Paul is really saying in verse 7 
is something like this – “The issue here 
is not that WE do not look and sound 
and operate as YOU do, but if, as you 
claim, you are in Christ too, then why 
do YOU not look and sound and 
operate and teach like US? Why are 
you doing these things: 
 
•   Exalting people as true servants 

of Christ who come in “weighty 
and strong” appearance and 
methods, 

•   Frighten people with threats and 
guilt 

•   Which is all to “proclaim another 
Jesus and another spirit” 

•   Enslaves people with legalism 
•   Put on airs 
•   Strikes people in the face 

 
2 Corinthians 8:9  For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that 
you by his poverty might become 
rich. 
 
This is a mystery. The power and 
authority of Christ perfects itself in 
weakness. I don’t fully understand that, 
but we know that it is true. Paul was 
“weighty and strong” – with the power 
of God, as an apostle of Christ. And 
yet he exercised that power and 
authority in weakness. In fact, there 
was no other way to exercise it. Could 
we say something like this? – 
 
The power of God and the divinely 
empowered weapons of His warfare, 
can only be wielded by the weak.  If 
His Sword is picked up by an arm of 
the flesh, by a man who is powerful in 
his own eyes, it remains just a dead 
letter on a page. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:10-13  (10)  You 
are witnesses, and God also, how 
holy and righteous and blameless 
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was our conduct toward you 
believers.  (11)  For you know how, 
like a father with his children,  (12)  
we exhorted each one of you and 
encouraged you and charged you to 
walk in a manner worthy of God, 
who calls you into his own kingdom 
and glory.  (13)  And we also thank 
God constantly for this, that when 
you received the word of God, 
which you heard from us, you 
accepted it not as the word of men 
but as what it really is, the 
word of God, which is at work 
in you believers. 
 
Self-Comparison is, Stupid  vs 12 
 
2 Corinthians 10:12  Not that we 
dare to classify or compare 
ourselves with some of those who 
are commending themselves. But 
when they measure themselves by 
one another and compare 
themselves with one another, they 
are without understanding. 
 
Who does the Christian compare 
himself to?  Christ! He is our standard. 
He is the visible Word of God – 
 
John 14:9  Jesus said to him, "Have 
I been with you so long, and you 
still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you 
say, 'Show us the Father'? 

 
The Christian who compares himself 
with another Christian is as foolish as a 
man who compares himself with 
himself.  “I am great, so I am great.”  
“I am greater than that guy, so I am 
great.”  But compare yourself with 
Christ.  Look to Christ.  In doing this, 
we will find ourselves saying “I’m not 
great at all. In fact, I am rather 
arrogant and need to humble myself as 
Christ did.”   
 
This comparison thing is a real trap 
that many are caught up in.  You see it 
at Corinth earlier in Paul’s first letter- 
 
1 Corinthians 1:11-12  For it has 
been reported to me by Chloe's 
people that there is quarreling 
among you, my brothers.  (12)  
What I mean is that each one of 
you says, "I follow Paul," or "I 
follow Apollos," or "I follow 
Cephas," or "I follow Christ." 
 
Paul got it right – 
 
Galatians 2:6  And from those who 
seemed to be influential (what they 
were makes no difference to me; 
God shows no partiality)--those, I 
say, who seemed influential added 
nothing to me. 
 
Charles Hodge says – 
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“These false teachers commended 
themselves, confined their views to 
themselves, despised or disregarded all 
others, intruding into other men’s 
labors. Paul, on the contrary, boasted 
not of himself; he relied only on God 
and His grace, and he kept himself 
within his own limits, not 
appropriating to himself the fruits of 
the labors of other men.” 
 
And John Calvin applies the verse to 
the monks of his day – 
 
“For an explanation of this passage we 
need look no farther than to the monks; 
for as they are almost all of them the 
most ignorant…, and at the same time 
are looked upon as learned persons, on 
account of their long robe and hood, if 
any one has merely a slight smattering 
of elegant literature, he proudly 
spreads out his feathers like a peacock 
— a marvelous fame goes abroad 
respecting him — among his 
companions he is adored.  
 
Were, however, the mask of the hood 
laid aside, and a thorough examination 
entered upon, their vanity would at 
once be discovered.  
 
But the excessively insolent arrogance 
of the monks proceeds chiefly from 
this — that they measure themselves 
by themselves; for, as in their cloisters 
there is nothing but barbarism, it is not 

to be wondered, if the man that has but 
one eye is a king among the blind. 
Such were Paul’s rivals, for inwardly 
they flattered themselves, not 
considering what virtues entitled a 
person to true praise, and how far short 
they came of the excellence of Paul, 
and those like him. And, certainly, this 
single consideration might justly have 
covered them with shame, but it is the 
just punishment of the ambitious, that 
by their silliness they expose 
themselves to ridicule, (than which 
there is nothing that they are more 
desirous to avoid,) and in place of 
glory, which they are immoderately 
desirous of, they incur disgrace.” 
[Commentary on 2 Corinthians] 
 
See it?  Wicked people, these kind 
who creep in amongst us, are self-
appointed. They are not sent by the 
Lord. They send themselves, they 
commend themselves, and so they can 
only compare themselves with 
themselves. They are parasites, feeding 
off of Christ’s people and opposing 
Christ’s true servants. These kind 
always have some claim, some “letters, 
something that they use, produced by 
themselves, to convince us that they 
are true servants of Christ.  But they 
are not. They are self-produced 
apostles, and thus not apostles at all.  
And they are trespassers: 
 



 

 9 

Trespassing in the Lord’s Vineyard 
vss 13-16 
 
2 Corinthians 10:13-16  But we will 
not boast beyond limits, but will 
boast only with regard to the area 
of influence God assigned to us, to 
reach even to you.  (14)  For we are 
not overextending ourselves, as 
though we did not reach you. For 
we were the first to come all the 
way to you with the gospel of 
Christ.  (15)  We do not boast 
beyond limit in the labors of others. 
But our hope is that as your faith 
increases, our area of influence 
among you may be greatly 
enlarged,  (16)  so that we may 
preach the gospel in lands beyond 
you, without boasting of work 
already done in another's area of 
influence. 
 
Notice these kinds of terms here: 
 
•   Boast beyond limits 
•   The area of influence God 

assigned to us (3x) 
•   Not overextending ourselves 
•   Boat beyond limit in the labors of 

others 
•   In lands beyond you 

 
Paul is saying that the Lord had 
specifically assigned him ministries, 
and areas to exercise those ministries. 
One of his “areas of influence” was 

Corinth and the region it was in. The 
Lord specifically send Paul to 
particular regions, cities, countries – 
and even prohibited him from going 
into others. Paul was privileged to be 
the first to preach the gospel in those 
areas: 
 
“…For we were the first to come all 
the way to you with the gospel of 
Christ.” 
 
Therefore, when these false apostles 
came in behind Paul, as is evidenced 
by these “area” and “limits” – 
boundary type words, they were 
trespassers. Interlopers.  
 
in·ter·lop·er  
ˈin(t)əәrˌlōpəәr,ˌin(t)əәrˈlōpəәr/  
noun  

1.  a  person  who  becomes  involved  in  
a  place  or  situation  where  they  are  
not  wanted  or  are  considered  not  to  
belong.    Synonyms:  intruder,  
encroacher,  trespasser,  invader,  
infiltrator  
  

You all know that I don’t like church 
signs, for the most part at least. And the 
top on my list is the “Everyone 
Welcome” church sign. It is very plain 
in God’s Word, is it not, that God 
would never put an Everyone Welcome 
sign out in front of his church. Because 
everyone is not welcome. Trespassers. 
Interlopers. Invaders. Enemy infiltrators 
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such as were at Corinth, are not 
welcome in Christ’s church.  
 
You see the tactics and nature of these 
trespassers Paul speaks of.  They 
followed along. They have no “area of 
influence” assigned to them by the 
Lord, nor do they belong to the Lord. 
But like jackals, they trail along and 
then trespass, “boasting in the labors of 
others” as Paul puts it.  Paul’s goal was 
to keep moving into new territory, to be 
the first to take the gospel, because his 
goal was Christ’s goal, to preach the 
good news to the lost.  
  
….so that we may preach the gospel 
in lands beyond you, without 
boasting of work already done in 
another's area of influence. 
 
Here then is still another means of 
being on watch against these interlopers 
from the enemy. Are they parasites, or 
sources of life? Over the years, I have 
found this all to be very, very true. 
These enemies in disguise as “sons of 
righteousness,” seek out Christ’s flock 
in order to feed themselves off of it. To 
get glory for themselves. They are self-
appointed. They have all the answers. 
They criticize, usually secretly. They 
follow along, they creep into Christ’s 
church where they have no right to be.  
 
I have often wondered about such 
people. They claim to know the Lord 

better than anyone else. They want to 
teach and they insist that they have a 
better understanding of Scripture than 
anyone. And I have wondered – well 
then, why aren’t they serving Christ in 
an assigned region, an “area of 
influence,” themselves?  Why did these 
false brethren come after Paul and creep 
into Corinth?  Here is the answer: 
 
Because they are not from the Lord, 
they have no assigned area of 
influence from Him, so they must feed 
themselves off the labors of others. 
Then they boast in another’s area of 
influence. 
 
It’s true. Having no life from the Lord 
in themselves to give, they can only 
suck it out of others.  
 
And so Paul ends this chapter, but not 
this section, with these words of 
wisdom taken from Jeremiah- 
 
2 Corinthians 10:17-18  "Let the one 
who boasts, boast in the Lord."  (18)  
For it is not the one who commends 
himself who is approved, but the 
one whom the Lord commends. 
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