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Prayer 

Introduction 

For today 
● 28:1-29 The first woe: the word of God and the purpose of God 

(9:35) 

Overview 

These chapters form the greatest of Isaiah’s interim fulfillments.  

He had prophesied one world, one people, one God.  Now he answers the the question: Is it real?  

 

The test case was the “Egyptian alliance” situation in the days of Hezekiah.  Judah was under Assyria. 

Merodach-Baladan of Babylon was urging alliance against Assyria. Egypt was promising assistance for a 

revolt.  Isaiah’s job was to urge the way of faith, trusting in Yahweh rather than in politics. 

 

Structure  

● Two sections 

○ 28 - 35 Six woes 

○ 36 - 37 Epilogue 

 

The first woe: the word of God and the purpose of God 28:1-29 

● Message regarding Samaria 28:1-6 

○ V1 The pride of Samaria 

1 Ah, the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and the fading flower of its glorious beauty, which is 

on the head of the rich valley of those overcome with wine!  

■ Ah.  

● Heb hoy: alas, woe.   

● Summons to the bar of judgment. 

■ the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim. 

● City is pictured as a wreath on the head of a drunken reveler. 

■ the fading flower of its glorious beauty, 

● Beautiful but wilting. 

■ the head of the rich valley.  

● City of Samaria. 

● Capital of the northern kingdom  

■ Fading flower.  Beautiful now but destruction is coming. 

■ Proud...rich...overcome with wine. 

● Samaria’s sins: pride, materialism, sensuality. 

  



 

○ V2-4 Coming destruction 

2 Behold, the Lord has one who is mighty and strong; like a storm of hail, a destroying tempest, like a 
storm of mighty, overflowing waters, he casts down to the earth with his hand. 3 The proud crown of 
the drunkards of Ephraim will be trodden underfoot; 4 and the fading flower of its glorious beauty, 
which is on the head of the rich valley, will be like a first-ripe fig before the summer: when someone 
sees it, he swallows it as soon as it is in his hand.  

■ Two pictures of Samaria’s destruction. 

● 1) hailstorm showing the  power behind the destruction. 

● 2) eating the first fruit of the harvest showing the ease and suddenness 

of the destruction. 

■ V2 the Lord.  

● Sovereign over history. 

■ V2 one who is mighty and strong; 

● Assyria.  

● Not named to state a principle. 

■ V2 Storm. 

● Overflowing and destroying. 

■ V3 Fall of Samaria 

● Trodden underfoot by a conquering army 

■ V4 A first-ripe fig before the summer:  

when someone sees it, he swallows it.  

● First fruit of the harvest 

● Quick to disappear. 

 

  



 

 

○ V5-6 Coming redemption 

         5 In that day the LORD of hosts will be a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty, to the remnant 

of his people, 6 and a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment, and strength to those who turn back 

the battle at the gate.  

■ V5 crown of glory...diadem of beauty 

● The true garland 

● As v1 but of the LORD. 

■ V5 the remnant of his people, 

● The believing remnant. 

■ V6 justice..strength 

● The Davidic monarchy restored  

 

 

● Message regarding Jerusalem 28:7-22 

○ V7-8 A drunken people  

7 These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; the priest and the prophet reel with strong 

drink, they are swallowed by wine, they stagger with strong drink, they reel in vision, they stumble in 

giving judgment. 8 For all tables are full of filthy vomit, with no space left. 

■ V7 These also 

● Scene shifts to Jerusalem.  

■ V7 reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; 

● Picture of drunken revelry.  May be a banquet to celebrate the Egyptian 

alliance. 

■ V7 The priest and the prophet reel.   

● All communication with God is cut off.is 

■ V7 swallowed by wine 

● Under its control  

■ V8 For all tables are full of filthy vomit, with no space left. 

● Disgusting picture of complete debauchery. 

 

  



 

 

○ V9-13 A mocking people 

■ V9-10 The prophet mocked 

   9 “To whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he explain the message? Those who are 

weaned from the milk, those taken from the breast? 10 For it is precept upon precept, precept upon 

precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.”  

● To whom will he teach knowledge 

○ The revelers mock the prophet as one who speaks as if to 

children. 

● precept upon precept...line upon line, ...here a little, there a little. 

○ Either commands piled on top of each other in meaningless 

fashion or unintelligible baby talk. 

 

■ V11-13 The prophet answers 

  11 For by people of strange lips and with a foreign tongue the LORD will speak to this people, 12 to 

whom he has said, “This is rest; give rest to the weary; and this is repose”; yet they would not hear. 13 

And the word of the LORD will be to them precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, 

line upon line, here a little, there a little, that they may go, and fall backward, and be broken, and 

snared, and taken.  

● by people of strange lips and with a foreign tongue the Lord will speak 

to this people 

○ they will hear meaningless words from their captors. 

● This is rest; 

○ The message from the LORD that they would not hear. 

● And the word of the LORD will be to them 

○ Gibberish since they would not hear 

● fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken 

○ Here is the result 

○ Picture of an animal trapped 

 

  



 

 

○ V14-19 The word of the LORD established 

■ V14 Call to hear 

  14 Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you scoffers, who rule this people in Jerusalem!  

● Time for them to hear truth 

● To the Judean leaders. 

 

■ V15 Their false security  

 15 Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an 

agreement, when the overwhelming whip passes through it will not come to us, for we have made lies 

our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”;  

● Picture of a treaty protecting them. 

● Refuge in lies and falsehood  

 

■ V16 True security. 

 16 therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a 

stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: ‘Whoever believes will not be in 

haste.’  

● Picture of a solid foundation 

● Has laid. Past tense. God’s eternal plan. 

● In Zion. Not in Egypt. 

● a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone 

○ The coming Davidic King 

○ Cited in Ro 9:33, 1 Pet 2:6 

● Not be in haste.  

○ Not act rashly. 

○ Rather rest in the LORD 

 

■ V17-19 Coming judgment  

17 And I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line; and hail will sweep away the 

refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the shelter.” 18 Then your covenant with death will be 

annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; when the overwhelming scourge passes 

through, you will be beaten down by it. 19 As often as it passes through it will take you; for morning by 

morning it will pass through, by day and by night; and it will be sheer terror to understand the message.  

● Justice & righteousness the plumb line. 

● hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, 

○ Found wanting and removed  

● Their covenant annulled 

● The message will be sheer terror for them. Re v9-13. 

  



 

 

○ V20-22 Warning and appeal 
20 For the bed is too short to stretch oneself on, and the covering too narrow to wrap oneself in. 21 For 

the LORD will rise up as on Mount Perazim; as in the Valley of Gibeon he will be roused; to do his deed—

strange is his deed! and to work his work—alien is his work! 22 Now therefore do not scoff, lest your 

bonds be made strong; for I have heard a decree of destruction from the Lord GOD of hosts against the 

whole land.  

■ V20 Warning 

● Two pictures of inadequacy: (1) bed too short (2) covering too narrow 

● Their own provisions are insufficient. 

■ V21 God will arise. 

● Mt Perazim. God brought David victory over the Philistines (2 Sam 5:20) 

● Gibeon. Joshua’s victory over the Amorites (Josh 10:10-14).  God made 

the sun stand still. 

● Strange is His deed...alien is His work.   

○ Not what they expected 

○ For HIs people: captivity 

○ For His city: destruction 

■ V22 Appeal to repent  

● Turn from scorn and hear the prophet’s message. 

 

 

  



 

 

● The wise LORD 28:23-29 

○ V23 call to hear 

23 Give ear, and hear my voice; give attention, and hear my speech.  

■ Two pictures from agriculture  

 

○ V24-26 Plowing and sowing 

24 Does he who plows for sowing plow continually? Does he continually open and harrow his ground? 

25 When he has leveled its surface, does he not scatter dill, sow cumin, and put in wheat in rows and 

barley in its proper place, and emmer as the border? 26 For he is rightly instructed; his God teaches him.  

■ Plow. Break up and loosen. 

■ Open. Make furrows. 

■ Harrow.  Smooth to prevent erosion. 

■ Crops sown in their proper places 

■ In the same way as God. 

 

 

 

○ V27-29 Threshing.   

27 Dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge, nor is a cart wheel rolled over cumin, but dill is beaten 

out with a stick, and cumin with a rod. 28 Does one crush grain for bread? No, he does not thresh it 

forever; when he drives his cart wheel over it with his horses, he does not crush it. 29 This also comes 

from the LORD of hosts; he is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom. 

■ Treatment appropriate for each grain. 

■ Not too violent. 

■ Not forever. 

■ This also comes from the LORD of hosts  

● As v26. 

● Also 9:6 ...Wonderful Counselor, 

● counsel.  Good knowledge. 

● wisdom. Effective application of knowledge to achieve the desired end. 

● Summary 

○ Samaria would be judged for her sins, but then restored. 

○ Jerusalem would also be judged for her sins.  Was there also hope for her? 

○ A: Yes.  The chastisements from the LORD are for the purpose of achieving His will for 

those who trust in Him. 

 

(10:00)  



 
 

Discussion 

We will break into three groups to discuss today’s passage: 

1. The pitfall of pride 28:1-6 

a. A fading flower: proud, rich, overcome with wine 

b. Swept away 

c. The true garland 

2. False security and true security 28:14-19 

a. False refuge of lies 

b. The true cornerstone 

3. 28:23-29 The wise Lord 

a. Plowing, sowing, threshing 

b. Just enough 

c. Not forever 

In your group, please discuss  

● See: Something about God that you see in the passage 

● Know: The effect that this view of God has upon you. 

● Respond: A way to respond to what you have seen and come to know. 

 

For next week:  

● The second woe: Is anything too hard for the LORD? 29:1-14 

● The third woe: Spiritual transformation 29:15-24 
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