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James 1:9-11 9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10  
But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he 
shall pass away. 11  For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it 
withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the 
fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.  !
James encourages us in verses 2-7 to find joy in temptations, to be patient, to ask for 
wisdom from God, and to be confident in God. James follows his encouragement with 
this statement: “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways” in verse 8. (Which 
was covered in the previous lesson).  !
James then provides two examples: the “brother of low degree” and the “rich” brother to 
help us understand the single minded and right response to “divers temptations”. James 
is opening one of the themes of his letter: equality in Jesus Christ.  !
9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: !
What does “low degree” mean? !
low degree: tapeinos: depressed, that is (figuratively) humiliated (in circumstances or 
disposition), base, cast down, humble, of low degree (estate), lowly.  !
The “brother of low degree” is one whose material (not spiritual) situation is poor. !
10a  But the rich, in that he is made low: !
(Although James does not follow “rich” with “brother” it is assumed that his guidance 
applies to the brethren to whom the epistle is addressed.) !
What does “rich” mean? !
rich: plousios: wealthy, figuratively abounding with, rich.  !
The “rich” brother is one whose material (not spiritual) situation is abundant. !
How is the brother of low degree “exalted” (made rich)? How is the rich brother made 
“low” (made poor)? !
Poor and the rich brethren are set on equal ground before God.  !

Job 34:16-19 16  If now thou hast understanding, hear this: hearken to the voice of 
my words. 17  Shall even he that hateth right govern? and wilt thou condemn him that is 
most just? 18  Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are ungodly? 
19  How much less to him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor 
regardeth the rich more than the poor? for they all are the work of his 
hands.  
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Proverbs 22:2  The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of 
them all. !
Romans 2:11  For there is no respect of persons with God. !
Romans 10:12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the 
same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. !
Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. !
Colossians 3:11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. !
Ephesians 2:1-10 1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins; 2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: 3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in 
times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4  But 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5  Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7  That in the ages to come he might shew the 
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8  For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10  For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them. !
Romans 6:16-23  Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness? 17  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye 
have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
18  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
19  I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye 
have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto 
iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto 
holiness. 20  For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21  
What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those 
things is death. 22  But now being made free from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 23  For 
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. !

Poor and rich brethren should both respond with joy in action to their spiritual state in 
Jesus Christ. Material poverty and material wealth have no bearing upon the gift  of 
God, neither should they have bearing upon the response of the sinner to whom the gift 
is given. !

!2



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
02/09/2014 
James 1:9-11

!
Poor and the rich brethren should respond as David in the Psalm: !

Psalm 103 1  Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
2  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 3  Who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 4  Who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 5  Who 
satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 6  
The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 7  He 
made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel. 8  The LORD is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 9  He will not always 
chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. 10  He hath not dealt with us after 
our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 11  For as the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 12  As far as the 
east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 13  
Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 14  For he 
knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. 15  As for man, his days are as 
grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 16  For the wind passeth over it, and it is 
gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. 17  But the mercy of the LORD is 
from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his 
righteousness unto children's children; 18  To such as keep his covenant, 
and to those that remember his commandments to do them. 19  The LORD 
hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. 20  Bless the 
LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening 
unto the voice of his word. 21  Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, 
that do his pleasure. 22  Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: 
bless the LORD, O my soul. !

In addition to their response to God’s mercy in election and salvation, both poor and 
rich brethren will “count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations” as James 
encouraged and as Jesus commanded. This, in particular, may be difficult for the rich 
brethren because their material possessions may inhibit their spiritual growth. !

Mark 10:17-27 17  ¶And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one 
running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life? 18  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is 
none good but one, that is, God. 19  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy 
father and mother. 20  And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I 
observed from my youth. 21  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto 
him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the 
cross, and follow me. 22  And he was sad at that saying, and went away 
grieved: for he had great possessions. 23  ¶And Jesus looked round about, and 
saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God! 24  And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus 
answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that 
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 25  It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God. 26  And they were astonished out of measure, saying among 
themselves, Who then can be saved? 27  And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men 
it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 

!3



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
02/09/2014 
James 1:9-11

10b-11 because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11  For the sun 
is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the 
flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also 
shall the rich man fade away in his ways. !
James addresses the rich brethren, reminding them that the wealth of the world is not 
the wealth of heaven.  !

Matthew 6:19-21 19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20  But lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21  For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also. !

James also addresses the poor brethren, reminding them that they are not to covet the 
rich brethren’s worldly wealth, but to build up their heavenly wealth. !

Luke 12:15-21 15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth. 16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a 
certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17  And he thought within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18  And he said, 
This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all 
my fruits and my goods. 19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20  But God said unto him, 
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided? 21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich toward God. !

Poor and rich brethren then are to leave the pursuit of worldly wealth behind, realizing 
that they have both been given a gift from God in salvation and that their pursuit is to be 
the building of heavenly wealth, which is only possible through the sanctifying work of 
the Holy Spirit in their lives. All glory is to be given to God for their growth in grace. !

Jeremiah 9:23-24 23  Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his 
wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in 
his riches: 24  But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, 
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the LORD. 
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