
Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
James 1:12 
2/16/2014

James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love him. !
12a Blessed is the man that endureth temptation !
Blessed: supremely blest; by extension fortunate; well off. !
This word, “blessed” is translated elsewhere as “happy”. !

John 13:17  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. !
1 Peter 3:14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be 
not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; !
1 Peter 4:14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the 
spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken 
of, but on your part he is glorified. !

Endureth: to stay under (behind), that is remain; figuratively to undergo, that is bear 
(trials), have fortitude, persevere, abide, endure (take) patient (-ly), suffer tarry behind. !
We may refer back to the earlier verses in the chapter and James’ exhortation to “count 
it all joy” when adversity is encountered because the trials of this life “worketh patience” 
and patience works to make us “perfect and entire, wanting nothing”. !

James 1:2-4 2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; 3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. !

Calvin on verse 12: “He now draws this conclusion, that they are happy who 
magnanimously endure troubles and other trials, so as to rise above them. 
The word temptation may indeed be otherwise understood, even for the stings of lusts 
which annoy the soul within; but which is here commended, as I think, is fortitude of 
mind in enduring adversities. It is, however, a paradox, that they are not happy 
to whom all things come according to their wishes, but such as are not 
overcome with evils.” !
James has just written of the temporary nature of earthly wealth. !

James 1:10-11 10  But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower 
of the grass he shall pass away. 11  For the sun is no sooner risen with a 
burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the 
grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in 
his ways. 
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James now writes of the everlasting nature of heavenly wealth. !
12b Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, !
Crown: To twine or wreathe; a chaplet (as a badge of royalty, a prize in the public 
games, or a symbol of honor generally; but more conspicuous and elaborate than the 
simple fillet). !
The “crown of life” is “promised to them that love him”. So it can be assumed that this is 
not something that we would see with our sight of flesh, but rather see with the sight of 
the Holy Spirit. !

1 Corinthians 9:23-27 23  And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be 
partaker thereof with you. 24  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, 
but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25  And every man 
that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it 
to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26  I therefore 
so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 27  But I 
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. !
1 Peter 5:1-4 1  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that 
shall be revealed: 2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind; 3  Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples 
to the flock. 4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. !

The crowns of this life are “corruptible” but the crown of eternal life is “incorruptible”. 
The “crown of glory” “fadeth not away”. !

Revelation 22:1-5 1  And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2  In the midst 
of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, 
which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3  And there shall be no 
more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his 
servants shall serve him: 4  And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in 
their foreheads. 5  And there shall be no night there; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: 
and they shall reign for ever and ever.  !
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The “crown of life” fashioned by God with leaves and fruit from the tree of life, 
nourished eternally by the river of the water of life, and given light to by the Lord God 
himself, worn by his children, the priests and kings of his choosing. !

2 Timothy 2:3-6 3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. 4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; 
that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 5  And if a man 
also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully. 6  The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. !

The crown is awarded to those who “strive lawfully”. It is given based upon the merits of 
compliance to established rules, not upon the merits of the competitor outside of those 
rules. !

2 Timothy 4:7-8 7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: 8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing. !

The “crown of righteousness” “is laid up” for us and given by “the Lord, the righteous 
judge” “at that day” to “all them also that love his appearing”.  !

Romans 4:4-8 4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned 
of grace, but of debt. 5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 
6  Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without works, 7  Saying, Blessed are they whose 
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8  Blessed is the 
man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. !

The “crown of life” is a reward of grace (God’s favor) not one that is owed us because of 
our works, but rather given us in spite of our works, which are all as “filthy rags” held by 
“unprofitable servants”. The crown of eternal life is a blessing from the Lord God. !
Paul uses the language of athletics to describe the process wherein we receive a crown. it 
is important to note that in sports awards are bestowed by another entity. The athlete 
does not decide the victory. It is only by the rules set by and judgement given by the 
governing authority that victory is decided and awards are given. So it is with us and 
God in the Christian race. !
12c Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him. !
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The promise of God precedes the enduring of adversity, for we are unable to endure 
adversity for righteousness’ sake without the work of God upon us. !

Romans 5:1-2 1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2  By whom also we have access by faith 
into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. !
Ephesians 2:4-7 4  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, 5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6  And hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7  
That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. !
1 John 2:24-25 24  Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from 
the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in 
you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25  And this is the 
promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.  !
1 John 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us. !

The promise of God and the “crown of life” is the “exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. Without Jesus, we have no hope of glory. 
Without his crown of thorns, we have no hope of a crown of life, for hope of eternal 
reconciliation only comes through him, by his blood, death, and resurrection. We are 
wholly dependent upon the sovereignty of God for the reward of eternal life. !
While those of us who love God have been given the promise of the eternal crown of life, 
which we cannot lose, we still may remove that crown. !

Revelation 4:4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and 
upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; 
and they had on their heads crowns of gold.  !
Revelation 4:10-11 10  The four and twenty elders fall down before him that 
sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying, 11  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created. !

For though we are priests and kings and have been promised the crown of life for 
eternity, there is still one to who all “glory and  honour and power” is due: The Lord God 
Almighty. Before him our crowns become as nothing. They fade in his glory. The seem 
dull in the light of his presence. They are, as we are, nothing in comparison to him and 
his radiant crown of glory.
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