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Blessed are the Peacemakers

Matthew 5:9
Introduction

One of the commodities that is highly valued by the world is peace. There are diverse opinions on
how to gain peace, but it is universally sought after. During the years of the “cold war” in the last half of
the twentieth century, we feared losing the quasi-peace that existed. Fear of open war lead the U.S. and
the Soviet Union to live for decades on the brink of destroying each other under the policy of MAD -
Mutually Assured Destruction - in order to maintain the balance from tipping either way which might
lead to open war. When the cold war finally ended, there was acclamation that peace had finally arrived.
While tensions with Russia and fear of nuclear war with them greatly diminished, the world has since
remained in turmoil without peace. Our longest running war has occurred since then and the threat of
nuclear destruction returned quickly with the rise of rogue nations and terrorists. 

The Bible tell us plainly that as time goes on there will continue to be wars and rumors of war
(Matthew 24), so even if one crisis is past, others will come and new wars will be entered into. World
War I was supposed to be the war to end wars, but it was only a set up for World War II with hardly a
break in between. Since WWII, open war, civil war or serious guerrilla warfare have occurred in China,
Tibet, Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, the Philippines, Indonesia, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Afghanistan, Algeria, Morocco, Libya, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Chad, Niger, Nigeria, Biafra,
Liberia, Central Africa Republic, Congo, Uganda, Ghana, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Angola,
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Columbia, Venezuela, Panama, Nicaragua, Guatemala, El
Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Cuba, Greece, the Balkan countries, Iran, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Yemen,
Iraq as well as Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. This does not include the more minor internal
conflicts and actions of terrorists such as has occurred in Russian, Spain, France, Great Britain and here
in the United States. The only country I could think of that has not had internal conflict or been attacked
in the last 100 years is Switzerland. 

Even domestically it seems that there is a war with ourselves. Police battle criminals and gangs battle
each other. It is not safe to take a walk in many of our cities at night and in some place even in the day.
There are major conflicts between competing cultures in our nation. The paradigm shift into a post-
modern society in which immorality reigns under the banner of secularism is in conflict with the
religious elements of society that still believes that there are absolutes and that morality is important.
Racial and economic tensions which are often heightened and exploited by political activists
demonstrate the lack of peace on those fronts. Families are often in conflict with others and battling
within themselves. Even personal turmoil runs rampant so that most people do not even have personal
peace.

Yet, in the midst of all this, the desire of mankind is still to find peace. But what is peace? How can
you find peace for yourself? How can you help others to find it? What is the benefit of peace? Those are
some of the questions I want to address this morning.

Context
Turn again to Matthew 5 as we continue in our study of this first section of the Sermon on the Mount

which is called the Beatitudes. The theme of this sermon is Jesus’ declaration that your righteousness
must surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees if you are to enter the kingdom of heaven. The Beatitudes
are statements of fact about the blessing received by those who have the particular characteristic of
righteousness described. The pivotal Beatitude is hungering and thirsting after righteousness. The first
three Beatitudes build upon each other and result in craving to be righteousness. Being poor in spirit


