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Look with me this morning to our text. Our text will be found in 1 Kings 17:14.

14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD 
sendeth rain upon the earth. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how glorious thou art. I thank thee, O Lord, for this day, Lord, 
that thou hast made. May you give us joy in thy Son. May you give us joy, Lord, to see 
what thou hast done and to finish salvation for thy people. O Lord, may thy Gospel come 
to our soul this morning with power. May we see life in you and you alone. May we 
understand, Lord, what the power of thy resurrection is. And may you fill this place now 
with thyself. Take us, Lord, away from the things, the sins that beset us and the things 
that grab our attention and, Lord, may you put us at thy feet this hour to the glory of thee
and for the glory of thee. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

I hope when I read the text, "For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain
upon the earth," I hope that as that text was read, you heard and the Holy Spirit revealed 
to you the faithfulness of the Lord. I've been thinking a lot about that lately about how the
Lord sustains life for his children. He teaches them and fills them with the power of the 
Gospel that show them that he is faithful in the Gospel. The Gospel is life; that that life is 
in his Son. Then he leads the child of God to see that eternal life is in his Son and as Paul 
said which we'll talk about a little later, the power of his resurrection. To know that 
resurrection life is what sustains the child of God here in this life and the life to come.

As we look at this passage this morning, as I read it one of the passages that came to me 
this week as I was studying was a passage in the New Testament where Paul wrote in 
Philippians 1:6, he said, "Being competent of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." When I hear that, I hear 
as the Holy Spirit opens my heart and my ears, I hear the faithfulness of my Lord who 
will perform all things for me until the day that he reveals himself fully, to the day that 
he... all these days of the Lord that we have in our life. They are experiential. They are 
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days that we experience here on earth as the Lord reveals himself. Without that, we 
would have no life at all.

I want this morning and if you're familiar with this passage, you know when I read it 
where it came from, but we're going to back up a little bit and most of our topic this 
morning and the meat of this sermon will come from this passage in 1 Kings 17. So as 
you're looking with me in it, if you turn back to verse 7 and that's where we're going to 
pick up. 

Now, this is the first time that Elijah is introduced, Elijah being the prophet of God, 
introduced in the Scriptures. And Elijah was brought forth to pronounce to Israel that 
there would be a great drought and that there would be 3 ½ years of no rain. And as 
Elijah prayed, as we see as he was in the place of an intercessor and a mediator, the 
heavens were shut up and there was no rain given to Israel. This was in judgment upon 
the nation of Israel because they had turned to Baal, a false god. Ahab, who was the king,
he did, I think his testimony here in the word of God was that he did in verse 33 of the 
prior chapter it says, "Ahab made a grove and Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God 
of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him." 

So God's judgment for idolatry came down upon Israel and as he did that, as he raised up 
Elijah to speak that, he told Elijah to go over in verse 3, "Get thee hence, and turn thee 
eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan." So as the Lord 
would dry up the land, he provided for his servant; he provided for his child; he provided 
for the church, so to speak. And he sent him out there and he put him right by a brook and
then he brought predator birds, the most selfish birds that there are. They take care of 
themselves but God overruled that in them and he brought the ravens to bring bread and 
fish and he fed Elijah there by the brook.

Now Elijah is being fed there for more than a year. Remember we said it was 3 ½ years 
so he had spent more than a year there, but now we have in verse 7, "And it came to pass 
after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land." Now 
interesting here, you're not going to hear from Elijah, you're not going to hear a 
nervousness. You're not going to hear, "O Lord, what are you going to do for me now? 
How are you going to provide?" 

He came to him in verse 8, "And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, 
get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have 
commanded," I have sent my grace to there, one in a Gentile nation which was unheard 
of, that God would send forth the truth and his grace to a Gentile. And here's this one 
sitting in Zidon, "behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee."

Now, we know that in the word of God in the Old Testament, in the old covenant, there 
were many things shown, there were many things done that showed forth what would 
take place in the new covenant and we see that in this place where the truth now is going 
to the Gentiles. Grace is going to be sent to the Gentiles. 
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If you hold your finger there because we're coming back, turn with me over to Luke 4 
because Jesus spoke about this widow in Luke 4 as the Lord was here and as he was 
being rejected as he was teaching the people of Israel, the same hardness, the same 
bitterness, the same rejection of God was taking place with them. And in verse 24 he 
says, "And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. But
I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias." There were many 
widows in Israel at the time. Listen, "when the heaven was shut up three years and six 
months, when great famine was throughout all the land; But unto none of them," unto 
none of them did God sent his prophet. Unto none of them did the Lord send his truth. He
said, "Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow." So 
the Lord gives credit and shows that this particular account that we're talking of today 
was a time that grace went to the Gentiles. 

He said there were many widows but we see sovereign election. And I'll tell you 
something else we see: the Jewish world, the religious world today, has such an 
entitlement. They believe that everything is for them; that what they do for God has 
entitled them to some kind of name, some kind of salvation, some kind of praise in this 
life. But the Lord raises up and shows his sovereign election, that even in a time like this, 
he went to this city, this Gentile city, where he had prepared one of his own. Grace went 
before Elijah. 

Elijah is sitting there and now he's not provided for anymore in this brook and I'm sure 
that if you asked Elijah at the time, this is not the path that he would have chosen, to go to
a foreign city, to go to one. And the Lord says, "I have preserved one there for you. I 
have commanded her." Maybe you don't like that word but that's what grace does, it 
commands the soul of the child of God. It's a power that has a great power upon the soul 
that the child of God is made willing in the day of the Lord's power.

So let's go back to our text now. "Behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to 
sustain thee," verse 9. So now we pick up in verse 10, "So he arose and went," that's what
grace does, it's obedient. You know, we like to talk a lot about obedience nowadays, 
everybody likes to talk about, "Oh, I've got to obey and if I obey, God's favor will be 
upon me." As you see throughout this entire passage, the Lord goes before his people. He
is the reason for their obedience. He is the power of their obedience. His grace is the 
power of their obedience. And his grace is upon Elijah also.

"So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, 
the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, 
I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink." Well, Elijah is proving, Elijah is 
testing, Elijah is making sure this is the widow and as he says to her, "Fetch me some 
water that I may drink." Remember, a Gentile. This is a Jew going to a Gentile.

"And as she was going to fetch it," as we see obedience again, "he called to her, and said, 
Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand." So as you go out to get me water, 
please bring me something to eat with it.
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"And she said," and here we have one of our first key verses in this text that shows us 
how the Lord works in the souls of his people. "And she said, As the LORD thy God 
liveth." As I said, here we've got one in a foreign nation but she knows of this God. She 
has learned of this God. She knows that this is the God. She says, "As the LORD thy God
liveth, I have not a cake." She has a head knowledge, she has a knowledge of the Lord 
but she says, "I have not a cake but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a 
cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my 
son, that we may eat it, and die." We have a lot to say here. This is how the Lord comes 
to the soul of his people and he empties themselves of all creature dependency. There is 
nowhere else for her to turn. She's in the desperation of her soul. She's looked and she has
no more meal, she has nothing left but she went to gather two sticks, two sticks and the 
little bit that she had left to make her final meal and to face death. "Where else can we 
go?" She said, "I have nothing else that I can do."

John said in 1 John 5:11-12, "And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life." What we see in her is an understanding in the mind of this God but 
not a quickening to the soul, not an understanding that the Lord will sustain her. But the 
Lord's work is being done. He will convince his people of sin. He will empty them and 
you will see that as this passage goes along.

But as she's come here, she's brought to the end of herself in great desperation and that's 
my first question today: have you been brought here? Have you been brought to see that 
everything that you have is something not to depend upon? That if you depend upon the 
things that you have left in this life, that there is nothing but certain death in them? That's 
the power of the Gospel. That's what I just read in John. This is the record that the child 
of God has life and his life is only in the Son and he that has no life, does not have the 
Son. 

And we have this record of this one saying, "I'm ready to die. There is nothing else for 
me to do but die." But see, at this moment she doesn't know that she's saved by grace. 
She doesn't know that the Lord has provided so much more for her body, for her soul. 
The Lord has made great provision. He has chosen her. He has chosen her for the Gospel 
to go to. So as she sits there, she sees the end of herself. She's brought to the end of 
herself to cry out.

Turn with me over, we'll come back again so keep your finger there, but turn with me 
over to 2 Corinthians 1. We'll see Paul wrote about this identical thing of how the Lord 
works in his people, how the Lord worked in Paul. We have spoken from this passage 
before and I hope today as the Lord brings forth the truth, that there is comfort for your 
soul but there's also examination in your soul. We need that assurance. We need to hear 
from our Lord that his salvation has been given, that we're safe and secure in him. We 
need to hear that he has done these things for us. We need to hear that he has emptied us 
of this carnal dependency and he has brought us to be nurtured and to be taken care of in 
him.

Page 4 of 12



Look at 2 Corinthians 1 and let's begin in verse 8, "For we would not, brethren, have you 
ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure." 
You see, it sounds to me like this one is pressed out of measure. She has nowhere else to 
go. She has great desperation.

"Above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life." Paul had also experienced this
where the trials of this life, the hardness of this life, bring the child of God to great 
destitution, even despairing of life. But the Lord doesn't leave his children there. That's 
the point. The point of the Gospel is that it empties the child of God of himself and he 
fills the child of God with himself. The glory of the Gospel, that the life of Christ is in 
your soul; that you do have life; that this life is triumphant over death; that this life is life 
and it's eternal life and it's the power of the resurrection life that we have in Christ.

Paul said, "we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired 
even of life: But we had the sentence of death in ourselves." We had it. We knew that we 
had, that we must die if things go on this way. That's what being emptied is, being 
stripped of self. Otherwise what takes place? We're sitting there saying, "Oh, I can 
provide for myself this. I can save myself this way. I can do this for God. I can do that for
God and this will give me salvation." No. The Lord will have it no other way. He will 
strip his children of that creature dependency where we depend on ourselves or we 
depend on others. And I'm not telling you that it's not a painful stripping. Sometimes it 
comes with great pain. The chastening rod of God comes down and it is for a time but it 
yields the peaceable fruits of Christi's righteousness.

"But we had the sentence of death in ourselves," and this is why, this is why Paul testifies
of why the Lord Jesus Christ does this. He's such a faithful shepherd. That's what I 
wanted you to see in our text today. He's such a faithful shepherd. He is faith. He is our 
sustenance.

"But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves." 
That's the purpose. That's God's ordained purpose, that we not trust in ourselves, "but in 
God which raiseth the dead." And why did Paul put that? Because all our lives we're 
subject to death. We need to know in this life that the Lord is more powerful than death. 
He is more powerful than the grave. And he's going to teach this one in our text today the
same thing, the power of the resurrection; that our Lord in raising from that tomb put a 
stranglehold on death. He put an end to death. He put an end to the grave. He put an end 
to... And it's the freedom that the child of God has to not be in bondage to death anymore.

That's what Paul said. "But in God," our trust is in God, "who raiseth the dead. Who 
delivered us from so great a death." That's what he did on the cross, he delivered us and 
in the resurrection, he delivered us from so great a death. "And he doth deliver." That 
means now in our life, "in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us." That's in the future. 
We have resurrection life in Christ that carries us all throughout this life and the life to 
come. 
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We see the power of the Lord here and that's what Paul is writing about and he's writing 
about this very thing. She said, "I have gathered two sticks, I've got everything together 
that I have. I'm empty. I have nothing else that I can do but die. I'm out of everything. I 
have no meal. I have no water. I don't have any of this stuff to sustain me or my son." 
And the prophet asked her and it's the trial of her faith and said, "Well, I'd like something 
to eat and I'd like something to drink." And as she has been commanded by grace to listen
to this one, she cries out and says, "How can I? How can I perform this? I have no 
strength. I have no power. I don't have the wherewithal. I don't have the means. I don't 
have anything."

So we go back to our text, "I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me
and my son, that we may eat it, and die." And then here comes the power of the Gospel 
when the Lord empties his people of themselves. He comes to them, "And Elijah said 
unto her, Fear not." That's what the Lord says to his people. Luke 12:32 says, "Fear not, 
little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." And if it is the 
Father's good pleasure to give the child of God the kingdom, they will have the kingdom 
and the kingdom is the reigning Lord Jesus Christ. It is him in the soul. It is him as life. It
is him as the resurrection power.

As we see this, he says, "Fear not." Fear not, to her, and isn't that what the Lord said to 
Abraham? "Fear not, for I am with thee." We have to hear those words as the disciples 
did as the winds were tumultuous, as the waves were coming up on the ship, as they were
scared, as they were frightened, the Lord said, "Peace. Be still." He said, "Fear not." We 
must hear those words from the Lord, "Fear not. Fear not all of these circumstances. Fear 
not the trial that you're in for I am the deliverer."

"And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a 
little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son." But didn't 
you hear what she said? She didn't have enough. And that's true, we don't have enough. 
We will never have enough to attain salvation. We will never have enough whatever it is 
we gather. It will never be enough to overcome grace or in place of grace. We can't. We 
can't. This is the Lord's plan of salvation for his people.

"And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a 
little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son." Now, hold 
your finger there again. We're going to go one more time here to 2 Timothy. I say one 
more time, we might have another place to go but 2 Timothy. Look at 2 Timothy 1. Paul 
writes about this very thing here, about fear and the deliverance of it and how we are 
delivered from it.

2 Timothy 1, beginning in verse 7, "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear." That 
spirit of fear that we have in this life of the circumstances and the trials and the people in 
this life and the things that come up against us, God has not given us the spirit of fear, 
"but of power," power over that fear, "and of love," the power in that love, "and of a 
sound mind," the power of the Lord to give a sound mind. That's what he's given his 
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children. And when Elijah said, "Fear not," the Lord must quicken that to the one that he 
spoke to to have no fear.

But the Lord proves himself, as you'll see here coming up. We'll keep going here. "For 
God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 
Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but 
be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God." Do you 
see that? It's the power of God that brings these afflictions to our souls, that brings it to 
our life. So the Lord's faith is tried so we see that it's real, it's sustaining, it's powerful. 
That's what he does.

"Who hath saved us," verse 9, "and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works." Your gathering of sticks, your going out to figure out how you could get more 
meal or fill the water of the cruse full of water, is for naught. "Not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace." Isn't that what we're seeing today? 
It's according to the Lord's purpose and grace. Go to this one that I have chosen in this 
Gentile nation. He went before her. He goes before all of his people. He is the power to 
believe. He is and Paul said, "I live by the faith of the Son of God." You and I are going 
to be no different. We must live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave 
his life for me.

"Which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began." It's eternal. The Lord gave 
it to us before the foundation of the world and he's faithful to reveal it to us. That's the 
message today. The faithfulness of the Lord to reveal the Gospel, the sustaining life of his
Son, that it won't be empty. The meal won't be empty. The water won't run out. The Holy 
Spirit is not spent. Grace is not spent in this life. The Lord sustains his people from cradle
to grave. That's just in this life and we know that he is more, he is life in the next life.

"But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ," listen, "who 
hath abolished death." Didn't she say that? "I'm going to die." But the Lord Jesus Christ 
has abolished death.

"And hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel." That's the power of 
his resurrection, to show us that we have life and immortality through Christ, through the 
Gospel, the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the power of the Triune Lord. And 
that's what he's going to reveal to her.

Now we go back to our text. "And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast 
said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee 
and for thy son." Then we come to our text, "For thus saith the LORD God of Israel." 
And once again, she needed to hear this. She needed to hear what the Lord had. That's 
what faith does, faith credits the word. And we're going to prove later on, for those that 
may be in the room going, "Well, we don't know whether this is faith or not." It certainly 
is the case. The New Testament puts it on record for us. If anybody is holding onto this 
woman doing anything, sad, but we'll get there.
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"For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 
the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth." Every day 
you must live upon me, that's what he just told them. Every day she's going to have to get
up and when she gets up she's going to go to that meal bowl and she's going to see that 
there is meal there. And every day she's going to go over there and see that there's water. 
Every day. Not for tomorrow, just like the manna showed us. We live upon Christ day by 
day. Not presuming upon and what's going to happen in a year or six months or whatever,
but today. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. The Lord says, "Take no thought for 
tomorrow. Take no thought for tomorrow. I provide for my children day by day."

So he says that, "The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, 
until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth." Romans 8:31 says, "What shall 
we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?" Isn't that what he's 
saying to her? "If God is for you, if God fulfills every need that you have, who can be 
against you?" Has the Lord revealed that to you that if God is for you, who can be against
you? 

To Abraham once again he said, "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" But we do think 
that. Our carnal nature thinks that, that the trial we're in, the sin that we've committed, the
things that we do, the thoughts that we've had are so bad, so wicked, that it's impossible 
for God to save us or to cover that sin. Is that true? No. Is anything too hard for the Lord?
He saves to the uttermost. Grace is so much more powerful. The love of God is so much 
deeper, the depth and width and height. Who can know it? Who can know the love of the 
Lord for his people? He reveals it every day.

And this verse, as I said at the beginning, reminds me of this. Paul being confident of this
very thing, "that he which has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ." That's what he's done. He's performed a good work in her. He's performed 
faith in her but right now it's just little faith. It's just little faith and then we're told that 
that little faith can move mountains. That's the power of the Lord behind his faith. That's 
the power but, yes, we sit and we doubt. Yes, we doubt it. We're going to see her go 
through the same thing.I said this is a beautiful passage, it's a beautiful experiential 
passage of what the child of God goes through in this life.

"And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah." That's what grace produces. 
That's what the Lord just told us that it's his work and then the children of God walk in 
his work and that's what we have here: she went and did according to the saying of 
Elijah.

"She, and he, and her house, did eat many days." For a year, over a year, every day the 
faithfulness of the Lord shone forth, shone forth, shone forth. And if that was the end of 
our text today, that would be enough to see that the Lord provides for his children with 
the Gospel every day. Even as we've seen it tried, it's going to be tried again and that 
shows us what this life is. Some believe in easy-believism that once you believe and you 
accept Jesus, that you don't have any troubles, you don't have anything. But we see over 
and over in the word of God that's not the case. Peter said it this way in 1 Peter 1:7 that, 

Page 8 of 12



"the trial of your faith being much more precious than of gold that perisheth though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ." In that trial. At the end of that trial. During that trial. Whenever the Lord appears 
in his power to show that he is God over this trial, that he is the one who has brought this 
for the soul, your soul.

Now look at this, "And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and 
he, and her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the 
cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah." There it 
is. "Faithful is he that calleth you who also will do it." Isn't that what you just saw? The 
Lord called her, said this is what you will do, gave the power to do it. She's resting upon 
the Lord and there we are for a year, living upon the Lord.

Okay, but as I just read what the Lord gave Peter, there is a trial of our faith and it comes 
and it comes in God's appointed time as we become complacent, maybe, as life is 
successful, I guess is to say, days of prosperity as we have days of prosperity. Sometimes 
we get used to it, sometimes we no longer are praying as much, sometimes we become 
complacent. The Lord knows what our soul has need of.

Then we come to verse 17, "And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the 
woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was 
no breath left in him." And to put it in terms: he's dead. Her only son that just before a 
year earlier she was preparing their last meal which she thought and the Lord provided, 
and then her son is gone. A very grievous thing and I can't even begin to ponder what that
would be like, the sorrow that would fill my soul, the hardness and the bitterness. You 
say, "Whoa, how can you say that?" Because that's how we are. That's that fallen nature. 
It's that fallen nature that we see in the wilderness where God kept providing and yet they
kept saying, "Oh, everything, Lord, you say to do, we'll do." Then the Lord would give 
them something and then they didn't want manna. They got bitter. They got bitter over 
the quail. Then they didn't want God anymore so they had a golden calf.

So here she is, her son now has been taken. "And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do 
with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and
to slay my son?" I read that and I thought a hearty amen. Isn't that what we do? When we 
have hardship brought into our life, immediately, immediately we start to think about 
what sin I've committed to bring this into my life. What did I do wrong, Lord? But we 
miss Romans 8:28 here, we miss that God is doing all of this for our good. Because this is
what you see in her soul now is bitter and it's crying out and she says, "I remember the 
days that I worshiped Baal because he was the god of this country. I remember those 
days. I remember. Am I being judged for that?" No. When these things take place and the
hardness of life and the sorrow of life comes, we cry out and we say, "Lord, what have I 
done? Why have I done this?" And she cries out to Elijah and she says, "What do I have 
to do with you, O man of God?" She's not questioning whether he's a man of God. She's 
angry. She's bitter and unbelief has come up once again and she's looked upon and 
remembered her sin.
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You know, that's something because we do remember our sin. We do. We remember the 
sins that we committed. David prayed that the Lord would take away his secret sins. 
David knew what those sins were. We know what those sins are. We recall those sins and
we say, "O Lord, I know why this is coming. You're coming to destroy. You're coming 
because I'm unworthy because the wages of sin is death. So I know that I'm deserving of 
death." And that's what's been brought into her life is death. Death of a loved one and the 
bitterness of her soul now is crying out. I mean, she didn't point the finger at anybody 
else. 

She said, "art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?" Is 
that the reason? Is it because of me? And as I said, that's what we have in our precious 
Lord, the Holy Spirit convinces the child of God of his sin. But he doesn't leave him 
there. He must also convince us that that sin is covered by the blood of the Son of God 
that takes away the sin of his entire elect world as far as the east is to the west. We have 
to experience it. Salvation and hearing it one time that Jesus took away my sins, that's not
the life of the child of God because we have to experience him over and over again. And 
this is a hard, hard time. It's a bitter, bitter time. 

But what would Elijah say to her? Would he upbraid her? Would he say, "Oh, you 
wicked woman! Look what God has done for you." Is that how the Holy Spirit speaks to 
us? Does he come and he says, "You wicked person!" 

Notice verse 19, "And he said unto her, Give me thy son." No reasoning. No, "Oh, why 
did God do it? What did you do? Let's figure this out." Isn't that what we do? Hard thing. 
"Let's see, why did God do what he's doing?" The people on the outside come in, "Well, 
what did you do? What did you do?" No. No words, no reasoning, no carnal advice. 
"Give me thy son."

"And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and 
laid him upon his own bed. And he cried unto the LORD." Elijah, one thing if you ever 
study, be led by the Holy Spirit to look into the life of Elijah, you will see he is a praying 
man but you also see that in all the children of God. "Where can we go? You have the 
words of eternal life." We have to be convinced of that too. But I'll tell you something 
about Elijah which is amazing. You know, sometimes we get lost and we think, we start 
to look at these people in the Old Testament and we think maybe they had a different 
relationship with the Lord. No. No. We think just because Jesus hasn't come and he hasn't
raised from the dead that Elijah didn't know the power of the resurrection. No.

We see that here, "And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, hast thou 
also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?" Have you 
brought this calamity to her, acknowledging that the Lord has brought this. Once again, a 
child of God being brought to the throne. "Lord, I know that you have brought this. I 
know that your will has done this. Not outside circumstances, not the devil made me do 
it. Nothing like that. Lord, you have brought. You are sovereign over life and you are 
sovereign over death."
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"And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said,
O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again." But Elijah, do 
you know what you're asking for? You're asking for a resurrection. You're asking for the 
power of the resurrection. But it hasn't happened yet. How can you know about Christ's 
resurrection? How can you know that he is the resurrection and the life? How can you ask
this? That's what faith does. We'll see that a little bit later.

And what else does this show us? It shows us that the soul does leave the body, doesn't 
it? As soon as death takes place. And we see he said, "let this child's soul come into him 
again." That's faith. You and I, which we'll talk about at the end, we live on this side of 
the resurrection. We look back by faith to see that it was true. We live by that power of 
the resurrection to know that it's true. Elijah did too but he's looking forward. All the 
prophets knew of Christ. They knew the power of the resurrection. They knew his power 
over death. They knew his power over the grave even though it had never happened on 
the face of the earth. This is the first account of anyone ever dying and being brought 
back to life. Life being given back.

So he doesn't have a track record to go on. He doesn't have history to look at. He doesn't 
have, "Oh, this happened because of this." No. He has a living faith. He has the faith of 
the Son of God and if it's the faith of the Son of God, then he knows of the Son of God 
and he prays that the Son of God delivers this child because he is the Lord of the 
resurrection. He is the resurrection and the life for all of his people.

"And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah." I want you to hear that, the LORD heard it 
because that's where the power is. It's not in Elijah. It's not in Elijah waking up God. It's 
the Lord who is the author and finisher of our faith. How would he know what to pray for
without the author and finisher of our faith? I hope you understand that. I hope you live 
it. I hope you know that if the Lord ever ever brings you to the throne of his grace and if 
he ever answers your prayers, it's not because of anything you did. It's all of him. He 
credits his word. He, it is his life.

"And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, 
and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into 
the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth." He 
has life because of the Lord who is the resurrection and the life. You say, "Well, wait a 
minute, is she going to know that?" Look at how we end today.

"And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this," by this power, by this I see the Lord is the 
Lord of the resurrection. "By this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of 
the LORD in thy mouth is truth." And there might be some in here that go, "Well, I don't 
understand. How did you not know that before? How did you not know that? Every day 
you lived on that meal, you lived on that water every day. God did all those things for 
you and you just don't know it." Yeah, you won't either until the day of the Lord's power. 
We live by the faith of the Son of God to live upon him each day of our life, to live for 
him to sustain life, for him who is life. "And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I 
know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth." 
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I told you we'd go one more place and that would be to, of course, Hebrews 11. Paul 
mentions her. He mentions her in the roll call of faith, not by name. He mentions her at 
the end. We pick up in verse 35 where we see it, "Women received their dead raised to 
life again." We had just heard through this whole chapter about how the Lord's faith was 
imparted to his people long before he even walked upon the face of this earth. We see the
same Lord yesterday, today and forever.

"Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection," that's in Christ, "And others had
trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They 
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they 
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented." Three 
more marks of the child of God today just as it was then, just as it ever will be. Destitute, 
afflicted, tormented. Don't tell me we don't need him every day of our life and the Lord 
will prove that. He proves that by bringing the providence that is good for our soul. He 
brings that in the trial, he brings it in the temptation, he brings it in life.

"(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and 
in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith,
received not the promise." It wasn't given to them in their hand. They didn't see it 
physically, they saw it by faith. You and I, which is in verse 40, we are on this side. We 
know it's true but we have to believe it the same way because we actually weren't there 
either, were we? Not in body.

"God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made 
perfect." Today we in the power of his resurrection, in the sufficiency of Christ, in the 
salvation in him alone, in the faithfulness of Christ, he has provided for us. This is how 
the child of God lives. As the Lord brings the trial, he brings the healing. He brings it to 
try our soul to bring us ever so closer to him for he is the resurrection and he is the life.

Dear heavenly Father, may you add thy power, may you add thy strength for the glory of 
thee. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
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