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Last week we looked Jesus’ first resurrection appearance, to Mary of Magdalene.  She loved Him greatly and was 

at the tomb.  She like the rest didn’t believe that He was going to be raised from the dead.  It wasn’t due to any 

special spiritual understanding that God chose her.  He simple chose her because she was there in love.  What a 

thought that should be.  God looks at our hearts and at our availability, not our abilities.  He meets with His people 

in love, not in order of our importance.  He is a loving, gentle master, yet He also warns. (Matthew 7:14)  

"…narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”  The resurrection 

appearances of Christ are to show His power over death, but they also showcase His love.  The first was His love 

for Mary.  A women whose only claim to fame was that the Lord had helped her, freed her from the bondage of 

satan.  She was now His and followed Him.  Let’s look at the next appearances. 

 

 Each Gospel focuses on different aspects of Jesus, trying to show a different light of His character. 

◦ Matthew shows Christ as the coming King,  

▪ Announced to Joseph, legal side, anointed by the Magi. 

▪ The center of the Gospel is the teaching on the four soils and the realities of the Kingdom of God.  

▪ We have the largest discourse on the soldiers at the tomb.  His authority challenged. Their 

knowledge and the discussion with the Jewish leaders and subsequent lies. Matthew 28:9-20 

▪ We have a brief mention of the angels and Christ’s message to the women and then it skips 40 days 

to Christ’s ascension.  Matthew is the clearest about the King’s command to go in all the world and 

make disciples…  Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.  The King has 

risen and has sent out His apostles.  Just the word given to us from the King... 

◦ Mark, as well, skips over most of the appearance.  Mark shows the work of Christ most clearly. 

▪ Like Mark’s favorite word, immediately, the gospel of Mark says He appeared….  To the women, to 

two of them as they walked in the country, and finally to the eleven.  No record of the words or 

discussion, just the facts please…  The command, almost the same as Matthew’s. 

▪ Mark 16:15-16 “
15

 And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 

creature. 
16

 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 

condemned.” 

◦ Luke and John both give detailed accounts of the cross and the resurrection.  Both share with us a 

unique side of Christ and the message.  Luke is the picture of Christ as the perfect man. 

▪ He is given Mary’s lineage and the Shepherd’s message.  He brings God’s message to us.  The 

perfect man can’t be without the knowledge that comes from God. 

▪ On the cross Luke tells us of His perfection in suffering.  His forgiveness of His enemies, His ability 

to still save a thief, and His relationship with the Father. 

 1.) The Perfect man wasn’t about Himself. 2.) The Perfect man came from God, did no sin and 

was the way to Heaven. 3.) The Perfect Man was the Son of God with authority to save. 

▪ Luke and John share the details of the resurrection most fully.  Each has a slightly different 

emphasis, but both expound on it.   

 Both give the details of the early morning with the stone and the angels. 

 Luke skips Mary and tells us extensively about the road to Emmaus. 

 Luke 24:25-27 “
25

 Then He said to them, O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that 

the prophets have spoken! 
26

 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into 

His glory? 
27

 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning Himself.”  (Message and doctrine from God.  That is Luke!) 



 Luke also tells us about the message to the apostles in the upper room and that Jesus ate in front 

of them.  His humanness and His message again.  This is important.  If you want to understand 

John, you have to understand, He didn’t spend His time on the message, but on the action. 

◦ What was John’s reason for writing?  John 20:31  “but these are written that you may believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” 

▪ God’s first goal was to show that Jesus was God, “In the beginning...” Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1 

 No genealogy, just His divinity, Godhood showcased.   

 John is all about a couple of His miracles and His teaching on who He was.   (I AM’s of Christ) 

 His appearances at the temple and feasts.  His declarations to the Jews. 

 His care of His mother as a woman, His knowledge of the scriptures and thirsting and finally His 

knowledge that it was finished.  Everything fulfilled and complete, salvation accomplished and 

the sacrifice was ready to be completed with death. 

▪ If we could pick a word for John’s Gospel it is “believe.”  That is the message to the Jews to 

Nicodemus, to the Samaritan woman, to the apostles…  “Believe in ME.”  

▪ If we had to choose a second theme, it would be LOVE.   

 To meet God should terrify us.  We have a just God.  He will judge us righteously.  This brings 

the question, How can anyone be saved?  If we stop at the Law, we have no hope. 

◦ Romans 3:20-22 “
20

 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, 

for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
21

 But now the righteousness of God apart from the 

law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 
22

 even the righteousness of 

God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.”  

 John introduces us to the love of God. – “The disciple whom Jesus loved” 13:23 and 21:20 

◦ John 1:7 John was a witness to bear witness to the Light. 

◦ John 1:9-17 “
9
 That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the 

world. 
10

 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 

know Him. 
11

 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. (LOVE right there!) 
12

 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, (Love 

again to forgive the sinner.) to those who believe in His name: 
13

 who were born, not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14

 And the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten 

of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15

 John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, This 

was He of whom I said, He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before 

me. 
16

 And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 
17

 For the law was 

given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” (Again His Love 

bringing Grace & Truth) 

◦ John 1:29 “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, Behold! The Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 

◦ It goes on as Jesus calls many from all walks of life.  He shows and calls again and again, to 

the Pharisees, the Samaritan’s, the Jews, even to Greeks.  Always showing His love and 

calling on them to Believe “IN HIM.” 

◦ Now at the resurrection, we see again the clearest picture of God’s love for His people. 

▪ Luke includes the teaching, the rebukes to the disciples on the road to Emmaus. John is 

looking at His love for His own, even with all their failures.  

▪ We see the most complete account of Mary Magdalene.  

 What can we learn from the appearances of Christ?  1)  Mary – He calls us each by name, He comes to us. 

Rev. 3:20  2)  He comes in peace for our salvation John 20:19-21  3) 26-28 He is seeking.  He is even 

ready to expose Himself to us to reach us.  LORD of creation yet a LAMB, He has given all for us already 

and it wasn’t too much to recover Thomas.  Have you come to this Lord?  He is truth and Grace.  He is love 



and light.  He has come to you to seek the lost.  Will you fall down like Thomas and say, “MY LORD and 

MY GOD?” 

   

Prayer …..   “Now May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. Amen.”   (2Co 13:14 NKJ) 

Sing the Doxology....  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creature, here below..., Praise Him 

above you heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 


