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Sermons in the Gospel of John 

Message 22 - ‘What is Saving Faith?’ 
John 2:23 - 25 

The final verses of chapter 2 form a bridge that runs from the cleansing of the temple to Christ’s encounter with  
Nicodemus. They speak much about what real saving faith actually is. One well-known preacher defined salvation as 
the unconditional gift of everlasting life given to people who believe the facts about Christ whether they choose to 
obey Him or not.  Many thousands approach the Lord Jesus Christ, they are happy to come, to believe, thinking He 
will not confront their sin, and as such respond eagerly. Many of the modern gospel interpretations eliminate  
repentance; make obedience and faithfulness an option, and sees faith as a choice rather than a glorious work of God. 
Yet, this is not real faith, and as we looked at these verses we saw the reality of this, how even though many ‘believe’, 
it was not saving faith. These verses show the reality of the following: 
 
What Saving Faith ISN’T - Jesus remained in Jerusalem for the Passover, and during this time, the Lord performs a number of 
miracles. As a result, we see that many believe because of these signs which the Lord performed. This faith is shallow, superficial, 
and not real saving faith. But how can I say this? Surely their should be delight at the sincerity of these peoples belief. The only 
reason I can say it on  this occasion is because the verses make it clear, that even though they believed in Jesus, he as it were did 
not believe in them. John uses a play on words to make the point very clear. Believed in v23, and entrusting in v24, are both from 
the same Greek verb, pisteuo. So, as these people believed in Jesus, He did not believe in them, He had no faith as it were in their 
faith. There are many in these verses who claim to believe, but the Lord knew, as should we, that mere intellectual assent means or 
proves nothing. Even the demons have that sort of faith. Saying the right thing, acknowledging facts, is not the whole of saving 
faith. Christ did many marvellous and miraculous signs, they are not to be discredited, but we are referred back to the importance 
of the Word. When our Lord performed the miracles there were many who followed the crowd, shouted about His miracles, but as 
His Word, His message penetrated hearts, and there was conviction, conviction either causes repentance or opposition. With 
Christ you can never be neutral. 
 
What Saving Faith IS - The Lord here did not embrace the false faith that is evident in the lives of those who witnessed these 
signs. On what basis? He could see their hearts, He knew them, He did not need to hear their empty confessions, for He himself 
knew. He knows the true state of every heart. Real saving faith is a matter of God dealing with the heart, it is about the internal 
and it demands repentance and wholehearted commitment to Jesus Christ. When a person comes to the Lord Jesus Christ, they 
come to Him as Lord and Saviour. As the God of the entire universe, He is worthy of all worship and obedience. He is to be rever-
ently adored as the King of kings and Lord of lords. In these verses the shallow belief of the people is not real belief because real 
salvation is God’s work in the heart, to enable genuine saving faith and a changed life. What does God see when He looks into the 
heart of man? In God’s revealed Word, it tells us that the heart of man is filled with deceit and evil. It is darkened, impenitent, 
hard, proud, blind, filled with lust. It is in opposition to God. This is the heart of man rebellious and full of sin. It is how God sees 
you and I today. But know this, and this is the wonderful thing, God loves you in spite of your sin, in spite of your rebellion, and 
how can I know that, how can you know that? By coming to the cross, God proved His love for us, by letting Christ die for us. 
The cross is the most glorious display of God’s love towards sinners, sinners whose hearts are corrupt, rebellious, hard. There is 
One who does understand you, that is Jesus Christ, He knows everything about you. He sees your heart, and He loves you anyway, 
enough to go to the cross. Real saving faith is to come to Him, heavy under the reality and burden of your sin, to come to the 
cross, to plead for grace and forgiveness, it is not just assent to facts, it is to know the power of God at work in your life, to save 
you, to lift your burden, and to deliver you for eternity, justified through the blood of Christ, your Saviour who loves you, and 
gave Himself for you. 


