
2075 - CHOSEN to PRAISE GOD - 1 Pet 2:9 
The CONTEXT 
They previous verses talk about the central figure in all of life – 
Jesus Christ! They depict Him as either a blessing or a curse to 
humanity! Christ is either the capstone of people’s lives (the main 
‘holding-together’ piece), or He is a Stone that causes people to 
stumble. The NIV says a rock that makes them fall [8b]! He is a rock 
of offence, so that people stumble over it and fall! 
In Peter’s day, builders had to choose stones from among a pile of 
untrimmed boulders. Unlike today’s builders where each brick/
block is pre-cut to a certain size, and all are the same shape, builders 
in Peter’s day, had to select the one suitable for the particular place 
it would occupy in the building. Peter is illustrating how Christ is 
like a capstone, which exactly fits, not only into its place, but unites 
all the other stones together and becomes the central/vital stone in 
the whole building. Take it away and the building falls! 
Peter has shown how God had placed among all the stones in the pile 
one particular precious cornerstone I am laying in Zion a stone [6] 
which was perfect for the job, but the builders refused to use that 
stone. Like X being sent to the Jews as their Redeemer and Lord, and 
they refused Him, and rejected Him as their Saviour and Messiah. 
But in contrast, Peter is writing to those Jews who do believe in X. 
He is reminding them and assuring them that it is no accident that 
they believe in Him – it is because they were chosen by God to do 
so! There is no ground whatever for pride in their hearts, that they 
were better than others, because they were just as sinful as others! 
Now, when [v8] says Christ is a Rock of offence over which They 
stumble, it does not mean He forces or compels them to fall, but 
rather He is the reason why they fall. X does not inhibit anyone to 
follow Him, on the contrary He encourages everyone to follow Him. 
The reason why they stumble is because they disobey the Word of X. 
The word for disobey [apeitheo] can equally be translated either 
disbelieve or disobey! Both are true! To disbelieve in Christ, is to 
disobey Christ, and to disobey Christ is to disbelieve in Christ.  



So the context shows that there is ‘a chosen people’ selected from 
among a mass of mankind, who believe and obey the Lord. 
The CHOSEN PEOPLE’S CHARACTERISTICS 
*They are a chosen race. We hear a lot today about racism! Much of 
it about colour, class and country - it is a sensitive subject with 
severe punishments if found guilty of even miscalling someone. Now 
this word [genos] means family/kind and has nothing to do with 
colour, class or country. ‘Genos’ is the word from which we get 
‘genes’ - it refers to what we today would call DNA.  
DNA is a fundamental, distinctive, characteristic, quality! There are, 
running through a family, genes all of a similar kind. There is also a 
blood relationship! And there is a ‘blood’ relationship among Xns, 
they have received a real blood transfusion which makes a huge 
difference - but it is the blood of Jesus Christ! The ‘blood of Christ’ 
is a spiritual term meaning all our sins are forgiven - the blood of 
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin [1J1:7] In a blood relationship 
there is also a real connection/union together. God’s people are 
united together with Christ by faith! God’s people are all fellow 
citizens and members of the household of God [Eph 2:19] 
**They are a royal priesthood! Royalty and priesthood are at the top 
of the human ladder in every culture. It is God’s Word that calls 
Xns royal priests. Christ has made us a kingdom, priests to His God 
and Father [Rev 1:6]! You are of great value to God – God ‘sees’ 
you as kings and priests! Whatever you feel, God sees you as kings/
priests. He gave you that name, because you possess a special 
dignity as far as He is concerned! *Royalty have an innate honour! 
It is a sin to dishonour that dignity! We have to show honour to 
whom honour [Rom 13:7] *Priests’ function is to introduce us to 
God. They alone had access into the ‘holy of holies’ –  for the 
specific purpose of representing the people and to bring our needs 
before God. But Xns now, since X has come have direct access to 
God through Christ - something unbelievers know nothing about!  
***You are a a holy nation. Not just individuals, you are united 
group of believers. Story: Spartan king boasted to a visiting monarch 
of a impregnable wall round his city. The monarch looked in vain 



but found no wall. The king pointed to his bodyguard of troops 
which stood shoulder to shoulder! ‘These, are the walls of Sparta, 
every man a brick’! APP As long as a brick lies by itself it is 
useless, it can only be of use when it is incorporated with other 
bricks into a building! So the Xn! When we stand together, we can 
do a lot. And God wants us to stand together. Individualistic Xnity is 
an absurdity – Xnity is a community, a fellowship. Xns are being 
built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit [Eph 2:20] 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encour-
aging one another [Heb 10:25] It is when the Church is knit together 
that it grows with a growth that is from God [Col 2:19]. Rick Warren 
says the church is “put together, joined together, built together, 
members together, heirs together, fitted together, held together, and 
will be caught up together”! Xns are created  to be together. 
What other ‘Club’ stipulates the condition of membership to 
include this: that we love each other, pray for each other, encourage 
each other, admonish each other, welcome each other, serve each 
other, teach each other, accept each other, honour each other, carry 
each other’s burdens, forgive each other, submit to each other, be 
devoted to each other – and spend eternity together? No Sport’s 
Club or Health Club or Football Club!! Do you realize that real 
maturity shows up in relationships – not individualism!  
****a people for His own possession - i.e. belonging to Him! Today, 
many people in our culture, do not feel a sense of belonging – they 
feel isolated. Many feel an ‘emptiness’ – they are of no purpose or 
value. This is due to the teaching that we are not created by God for a 
purpose. There is no ‘destiny’ to which we are heading! Even the 
rich, successful and famous lack this sense of purpose. But Xns are 
identified as a people belonging to God - we are God’s own 
possession [9] with a future that excels expectation! There is this 
inner assurance that we ‘belong’ the Spirit Himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God !![Rom 8:17] Imagine! Paul told the Romans so we, 
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one 
of another [R12:5]. *If you wander off the track, your brothers are 
supposed to go and help you back. Listen to Ezek rebuke to the false 



shepherds The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have 
not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have 
not brought back, the lost you have not sought [Ezek 34:4,5]! 
Church elders are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 
have to give an account [Heb 13:17]! ‘Satan loves detached Xns, 
severed from the Body, isolated from God’s family, who are 
unaccountable to leaders, because he knows they are defenceless and 
powerless against his attacks!!’ 
CHOSEN for WHAT?  
To praise God! that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
called you out of darkness into His marvellous light [9]! We will 
praise God throughout eternity! You are to be the mouthpiece of 
God’s praise! You/I are to commend God. Your whole life is to be a 
testimony to God’s goodness! People are to ‘learn’ from you that 
God is wonderful. They ought to get the impression, after being with 
you/I, that there is no one as good as God! 
Root praises=αρεται= good qualities, virtues, excellencies! All 
those wonderful heroes in Hebrews 11, who lived and died in faith, 
having performed heroic deeds declare plainly the wonderful works 
of God! Does your life ‘declare plainly’ and make it clear that God is 
good? What do people understand about God, from you? 
Praising Christ as well as God. The Stone the builders rejected! 
Declaring the excellencies of Christ. When people say to you, 
Christianity is wrong - ask them ‘What is wrong with Jesus? What 
did He say or do that you disapprove of? If you/I declared all the 
excellent things Jesus did to our generation many would approve of 
Him – as they did in His own day! The reason many today do not 
love Christ is because they have never heard the first thing about 
Him. And they never heard of Him because people like you/I have 
never told them! APP If people do not hear from Xns the greatness 
of God how do you think they will hear it? Will they ever hear it? 
Tell people God has made wonderful promises and that ‘Jesus Christ 
has come to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs [Rom 
15:8]! Tell people, Jesus died for sinners, tell them He invites all 
and sundry to believe in Him so they may have everlasting life!  


