
Gospel of Mark Chapter 7B 

 

One of the most beautiful images in the Bible depicts the final restoration of all things: 

 

After the devastation of the Tribulation Period (Global trauma, unprecedented destruction, after 

the sea and all of the springs of water were turned to blood)  

When Christ returns to establish his Kingdom, there will be a restoration of the earth. That 

restoration begins with a flow of water that comes from the temple of God in Jerusalem. 

 

Zechariah 14:8 On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the 

eastern sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. 

9  And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be one and his 

name one. 

Ezekiel 47: PARAPHRASE 

 Ezekiel, standing by the door of the temple saw a small brook of water pouring out from the 

threshold flowing in two directions. 

 Ezekiel followed the water and it became a deep river flowing toward the Dead Sea.  

 Every place the river touched it brought forth new life. 

 When the water entered the Dead Sea the Sea came alive with a multitude of fish.  

 What began as a trickle became a mighty healing river. 

 

Ezekiel 47:9  And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there 

will be very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so 

everything will live where the river goes. 

 The physical restoration of the earth during the reign of Christ reflects the spiritual 

restoration that takes place in the Kingdom of God. 

 Habakkuk speaks of this great time. 

 

Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the 

waters cover the sea. 

 There is a day coming when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 

 

LISTEN!   

RIGHT NOW, (at this time in redemptive history) the church is the Temple of God- 1 Pet 2:5 

RIGHT NOW the great commission calls us to go to the ends of the earth with the life giving 

Gospel, proclaiming the Kingdom of God. 

RIGHT NOW, the Holy Spirit (in us) is that river of living water that flows from the temple 

bringing restoration / healing to the lives of those who hear and respond to the Gospel. 

 

Today in the Gospel of Mark Jesus takes his disciples, for the first time, beyond the borders of 

Israel. 

 

With this journey outside of Galilee, the ministry of the Lord Jesus enters into the third and final 

year. 

If you were to categorize the three years of Jesus public ministry it might look like this:  



 The year of Obscurity - he began to proclaim the Kingdom and do various miracles 

 The year of Popularity - preaching to multitudes, great miracles (no time to rest or eat) 

 The year of Opposition - Purposefully staying away from Judea, the bulk of his time spent 

teaching his disciples.  

 

After the rejection of the crowd following the feeding of the 5000, and the ongoing attack of the 

Pharisees Jesus took his disciples on a 120 - 150 mile hike. 

 Covering this vast distance on foot would have taken a long time. What did he do? 

 There are only a few miracles recorded during this time and no large public teachings. I 

believe that Jesus simply takes this time to train his disciples. 

 

What can we learn about the Lord Jesus and the Gospel from this venture into Lebanon?  

 He is the Savior of all men  (Jew and Gentile alike) 

 He hears the cries of the outcast. 

 His ways are not our ways. 

 

1.  Jesus is the Savior of all man 

Mark 7:24 And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he 

entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 

 

The fact that Jesus chose to “Get Away” to the region of Tyre and Sidon is significant. As far as 

I can see this is the only time that Jesus ventured beyond the borders of Israel. 33 yrs. 

I wonder: 

 IS Jesus using this expedition to prepare his disciples for the day when they will take the 

Gospel of the Kingdom to the ends of the earth? 

 IS this a foretaste of God’s plan, an experience that the disciples will look back at and know 

that it’s OK to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles? 

 

I believe that I can say with Biblical accuracy that everything Jesus did was purposeful; all of his 

actions were in direct obedience to the Father. 

 BUT TYRE AND SIDON??? 

 I imagine at least one of the disciples raised his eyebrow when Jesus said, “Let’s go to Tyre 

and Sidon.” 

 

Tyre and Sidon were inhabited by pagan Gentiles and the region had a long history of opposition 

to Israel. 

 Tyre was the original center and the source of the worship of Baal. 

 It was the home of Jezebel. 

 Josephus (Jewish historian) writing of the people of Tyre calls them “Israel’s bitterest 

enemy.” 

 

James Edwards writes: “Tyre probably represented the most extreme expression of paganism, 

both actually and symbolically that any Jew could expect to encounter.” 

 TODAY it would be like Jesus calling you to go to Alikda, Take a hike through Syria. 

 This was a radical way for Jesus to expand the vision of the Kingdom to his disciples. 



 

From all the nations of the earth, God chose Israel. HE revealed himself to their forefathers in 

order that they might be a light displaying the glory of God to the whole world.  

 He communicated his will through the mouth of his prophets: 

 

Isaiah 49:6 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my 

salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 

Malachi 1: 11  For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the 

nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my 

name will be great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts. 

 Sadly until the Lord Jesus came the Israelites consistently failed to hold for the light of the 

glory of God out to the nations. 

 And now (in the sovereignty of God) Jesus and his disciples are confronted by a desperate 

Gentile woman.  Remember = he is the savior of ALL people. 

 

2. Jesus hears the cries of the Outcast. 

Mark 7:25  But immediately a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an unclean spirit 

heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 26  Now the woman was a Gentile, a 

Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 

 The woman who comes to Jesus here in Mark 7 is described as a Syrophoenician. 

 The Roman Empire merged the regions of Syria and Phoenicia together into one region and 

so the woman is called a Syrophoenician woman. 

 

Matthew’s account (Matthew 15:22) of this same encounter calls this woman a “Canaanite.” She 

is a descendant of the original inhabitants of the land, a people who were under a curse. 

 

Genesis 9:24  When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to 

him,  25  he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.”  

 The ever increasing sinfulness of the Canaanites and the working out of the curse eventually 

led to God’s command that the Canaanites be utterly destroyed when the people of Israel 

went in to possess the land. 

 

Deut 20: 16  But in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an 

inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes,  17  but you shall devote them to complete 

destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the 

Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded, 

 

If we read this narrative from the viewpoint of a first century Jew, this Syrophoenician Woman is 

the perfect example of someone who is a total outcast! 

o First she is a woman.   

o A Pagan Gentile Woman.  (No Rabbi would speak to her) 

o From a people who God devoted to destruction a family under a curse. 

o SHE IS the quintessential OUTCAST! 

 



3. His ways are not our ways???? 

Isaiah 55: 8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 

LORD.  9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 Jesus dealings with this woman seem strange to us. WE know that Jesus is compassionate 

and merciful, abounding in loving-kindness….     

 That’s why it seems so strange when Jesus DOESN’T respond to the cries of this woman. 

 

Matthew 15: 22  And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, 

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 

23  But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her 

away, for she is crying out after us.” 

 These are the same guys who asked if they could call down fire from heaven to burn up the 

Samaritans. SET aside the disciple’s response for a minute and focus on the woman: 

 

Take note how this woman approaches the Lord Jesus: 

 She comes to the Lord seeking Mercy. She is aware of the fact that she is undeserving. She 

is not asking for justice only mercy.  

 She uses His Messianic title, “Son of David.”  (Jewish Messiah) 

 She actually calls him “Lord.” 

o You could NOT approach the Lord in any better way. She is expressing FAITH in 

Jesus as LORD, the MESSIAH, he is able to deliver, giver of mercy.  

o BUT he did not answer AND she did not give up! 

o Eventually, Jesus responded:   Listen to what he said: 

 

Matthew 15: 24  He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

 WE don’t know the tone of his voice. We don’t know his body language, we know: 

o She is not an Israelite, she is a Canaanite a foreigner to the covenants of promise. 

 

Earlier when Jesus sent his disciples out he instructed them: 

Matthew 10:5  “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6  but go 

rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 There was a divine design in the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 God’s chosen nation, those who possessed the promises of his Word, would be FIRST to 

receive the Gospel  

 

Throughout the Book of Acts we see the Apostle Paul taking the Gospel to the Synagogue 

FIRST and then to the Gentiles in every town he visited. He would write to the Romans: 

 

Romans 1: 16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

Where does that leave this woman???   Take note that Jesus never EXCLUDES her, he uses her 

desperate condition to teach his disciples an important lesson. 

 

Mark 7:27  And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the 

children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”  



 As you read your Bible, there are times when Jesus is deliberately scandalous in order to 

make a point. This is no exception. 

 HE responds to the woman with a parable from real life: 

o When the family sits down at the dinner table, the dogs remain on the floor. 

o The children are served and they eat all that they want. 

o The dogs are free to eat whatever falls from the table. 

o Children always come first but the dogs never go hungry. (my house) 

 Just as there is a PRIORITY at the dinner table, God established a priority in the Gospel. 

o Jews would be first to receive the Good News after that the Gentiles (all mankind) 

would get to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Only a few weeks prior to this, Jesus preached to the Jews in Galilee and they rejected him 

John 6: 32  Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you 

the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 

33  For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 

34  They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 35  Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of 

life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 

36  But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 

 Jesus gave the children (Jews) the Bread of Life AND they pushed it off the table. 

 NOW he is in the country of Tyre and the dogs (this woman) is hungry for that BREAD.  

 

Was SHE offended when Jesus called her a dog?  

 How many people would walk away? Angry, “that preacher called me a dog!” 

 This is a broken and desperate woman. Not only does she know who Jesus is, She knows 

who SHE is as well!  IN her sinfulness she is a dog and only he can save her. 

 

Mark 7: 28  But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the 

children’s crumbs.” 

 I LOVE this woman’s faith, her humility and her tenacity. 

 To me she is a great example of an individual whose heart is broken over sin and whose eyes 

have been graciously opened by God. 

 She is the household dog who will receive the bread that the children rejected. 

 

She has no merit of her own, she knows that she comes empty handed, and there is nothing that 

would commend her before a holy and just God, so she begs for mercy. 

She is OK with Jesus feeding the children of Israel first, if only by grace like a household pet she 

could eat the scraps that fall from the children’s plate! 

 She approaches Jesus in Meekness, mourning over her condition knowing she is powerless 

to help her daughter, THIS is the proper ATTITUDE in which to approach God. 

 

Matthew 5:3-6 “‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘‘Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. ‘‘Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 

earth. ‘‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  

 When God opens our eyes through the proclamation of the Gospel: 

o We see the utter poverty of our spirit, and HE welcomes us into his kingdom. 

o We mourn over our sinful condition; in love and mercy He comforts us. 



o Through his abundant grace we receive an inheritance. (never perish, fade) 

o He places his Spirit in us changing our desires, giving us a new appetite for 

righteousness.  

 

Matthew 15:28  Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as 

you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

There is a day coming when the Jesus will return, when his glory will fill the earth. 

 

RIGHT NOW, (at this time in redemptive history) the church is the Temple of God- 1 Pet 2:5 

RIGHT NOW the great commission calls us to go to the ends of the earth with the life giving 

Gospel, proclaiming the Kingdom of God. 

RIGHT NOW, the Holy Spirit (in us) is that river of living water that flows from the temple 

bringing restoration / healing to the lives of those who hear and respond to the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


