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Jonah 4 
 
4:1  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.  
 
Jonah is still in the city of Nineveh and his preaching has been effective. It may be at or beyond 40 
days since he entered the city. 
 

Jonah 3:10  And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and 
God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.  

 
But Jonah wanted Nineveh to be destroyed, so it made him angry that the people repented and did 
works that were according to repentance. It made him angry that God repented from did not destroy 
Nineveh. 
 

Romans 10:19  But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to 
jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you.  

 
2  And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, 
when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that 
thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repentest thee of the evil.  
 
Jonah prays (complains) to God: “Didn’t I tell you this would happen? Don’t you know this is why I 
tried to go to Tarshish? I knew you’d do this! You with all your grace, mercy, peace, and kindness!” 
Jonah is offended that God was merciful to his enemies and the enemies of the Jews. 
 
3  Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me 
to die than to live.  
 
Jonah is without a doubt weary from his journey in the sea, in the fish, and on land. He is weary from 
preaching for however many days (not recorded) he’s been preaching to Nineveh. His anger and 
exhaustion lead him to ask God to kill him because he feels his life is not worth living. How can he 
show his face in Israel again? 
 

(Elijah) 1 Kings 19:4  But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and 
sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, 
It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.  
 
(Job) Job 6:8-11 8  Oh that I might have my request; and that God would grant me the thing 
that I long for! 9  Even that it would please God to destroy me; that he would let loose 
his hand, and cut me off! 10  Then should I yet have comfort; yea, I would harden myself in 
sorrow: let him not spare; for I have not concealed the words of the Holy One. 11  What is my 
strength, that I should hope? and what is mine end, that I should prolong my life?  
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We know from the rest of the chapter that God didn’t take Jonah’s life. Elijah found that God had 
reserved others who would come alongside him in against Baal and then was carried up into heaven. 
Job lived a long life after he humbled himself before God and man and was restored to good health. 
God does not allow his will to be broken by the whims of mankind, or even his own son, Jesus Christ.  
 

Matthew 26:36-46 36  Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and 
saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 37  And he took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. 38  Then saith 
he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and 
watch with me. 39  And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but 
as thou wilt. 40  And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto 
Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 41  Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 42  He went away again the 
second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, 
except I drink it, thy will be done. 43  And he came and found them asleep again: for 
their eyes were heavy. 44  And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third 
time, saying the same words. 45  Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46  Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that 
doth betray me. 

 
The angry and fearful prayer is one that reveals our humanity. Our souls cry out to God, even when 
our heads and hearts proclaim belief in his sovereignty or the opposite (disbelief in God or his 
sovereignty). Jesus shows us how to pray such prayers in faith and honor toward God: nevertheless 
not as I will, but as thou wilt and thy will be done. This is another reason that Jonah is not a type of 
Christ. He does not restrain his anger, nor submit to the will of God in humility.  
 
4  Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry?  
 
Jonah’s reply is not recorded, if he made one. He knew he shouldn’t be angry about the 
accomplishment of God’s purpose when his desires were otherwise, yet his anger has control of him. 
In his blind fury, he has forgotten the lessons God has recently taught him about obedience, grace, 
and mercy. 
 

Ephesians 4:26-27 26  Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath: 27  Neither give place to the devil.  
 
James 1:19-20 19  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath: 20  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of 
God. 

 
The kind of wrath Jonah exhibits is an unrighteous, self-centered, anger. 
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5  So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him 
a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.  
 
Jonah leaves Nineveh, perhaps on or about the 40th day since he started preaching. He is still hoping 
(in his anger and against God’s declaration) to see the city and its inhabitants condemned, judged, 
and destroyed by God. The weather is very warm, probably in the summer time of the year, and no 
doubt Jonah had very little in the way of shelter or provisions. 
 
6  And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it 
might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding 
glad of the gourd.  
 
God is going to show Jonah, once again, his sovereignty and mercy. But this time, it is not mercy 
upon Jonah, although the plant giving Jonah extra shade does make Jonah very happy.  
 
7  But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the 
gourd that it withered.  
 
God demonstrates his sovereignty, not to punish or discipline Jonah, but to teach him a lesson about 
his lack of understanding and wisdom. Jonah was angry because he thought he knew better than God, 
that his circumstantial understanding superseded God’s sovereign understanding. 
 

Proverbs 21:30  There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the 
LORD.  

 
The worm, like a tobacco or tomato worm, destroys the plant that had given Jonah so much joy 
within a single day. 
 
8  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east 
wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself 
to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.  
 
Once again, God is teaching Jonah humility and submission to God’s will, but Jonah simply wants 
out. He wants to die. He has been sitting under the shade of the plant God provided and now it is 
gone. He has been waiting for the destruction of Nineveh and it still stands. 
 
9  And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do 
well to be angry, even unto death.  
 

Daniel 4:35  And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he 
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?  
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10  Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not 
laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: 11 
And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore 
thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; 
and also much cattle?  
 
God reproves Jonah for his lack of pity upon Nineveh, using the plant as an example. God reveals to 
Jonah his desire to save Nineveh from destruction according to God’s purposes, yet held in secret. 
120,000 innocent people were saved, but Jonah is complaining about his own circumstance and his 
own desire to see them destroyed. Having been rebuked, Jonah’s writing comes to an abrupt end. 
 
2 Kings 17 recounts the history of the Israelites and Assyrians around 793-753 B.C.. Assyria took 
Israel captive in 722 B.C., as Jonah had feared. But their captivity was God’s discipline for their sin, in 
the worship of idols, even putting their children in the fire. The Assyrians too, having displaced the 
Israelites in their land, were disciplined by God because of their idolatry and their mixing of the 
worship of God with idols. Eventually, as prophesied by Nahum in his book around 1500 years 
earlier, the city of Nineveh was destroyed around 600 B.C., around 150 years after their repentance 
when Jonah preached. 
 
Today, Bakhdida (a.k.a, Qaraqosh), Iraq is considered the “Christian Capital of Iraq”. Bakhdida is 20 
miles southeast from Mosul, Iraq. It is in this area where the people who can trace their lineage back 
to Nineveh and Assyria (used to) live. In July 2014 the Islamic State (ISIS) marked Christian houses 
and businesses in Mosul with the “noon” symbol, a “u” with a dot above it, the equivalent to the letter 
“n”, standing for Nazarenes (and thus Christians). ISIS gave Christians in the area an ultimatum: "We 
offer them three choices: Islam; the dhimma contract - involving payment of jizya; if they refuse this 
they will have nothing but the sword". Most Christians left Mosul for Bakhdida.  As of October 2014, 
approximately 800,000 Iraqis had fled from the area and were living in temporary shelters to the 
north and east of their hometowns.  
 
God’s sovereignty, mercy, and grace are often difficult to understand. In Jonah’s case, all three traits 
are displayed contrary to Jonah’s desires. Nonetheless, as it was for Jonah, so it shall be for us. 
 

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 
 
Job 13:15  Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own 
ways before him.  
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