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Chapter 1: Of the Holy Scriptures 
 
Part 1: 
 
“The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain, and infallible 1 rule of all saving knowledge, faith, and 
obedience, although the 2 light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest 
the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to give 
that knowledge of God and his will which is necessary unto salvation. 3 Therefore it pleased the Lord at 
sundry times and in divers manners to reveal himself, and to declare that his will unto his church; and 
afterward for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for the more sure establishment 
and comfort of the church against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan, and of the world, 
to commit the same wholly unto 4 writing; which maketh the Holy Scriptures to be most necessary, 
those former ways of God's revealing his will unto his people being now ceased.” 
 
Reference 1 “The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain, and infallible rule of all saving 
knowledge, faith, and obedience,” 
 
Definitions: 
 

Sufficient: Enough; equal to the end proposed; adequate to wants; competent. 
Certain: Sure; true; undoubted; unquestionable; that cannot be denied; existing in fact and 
truth. 
Infallible: Not fallible; not capable of erring; entirely exempt from liability to mistake; applied 
to persons. No man is infallible; to be infallible is the prerogative of God only. 

 
Keywords: only, rule, saving, knowledge, faith, obedience 
 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15  And that from a child thou hast known 
the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. 16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17  
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  

 
Paul’s charge to Timothy is not to use the scriptures to be saved, but to use the scriptures to be aware of 
being saved. The Holy Ghost must do his work before the scripture he wrote may be used for the 
purposes Paul describes to Timothy. 
 

Ezekiel 11:19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I 
will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 

 
Ezekiel 36:26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
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The scriptures, through reading and preaching, can make a person aware of their salvation. But the 
scriptures may only make a man aware of (wise unto) salvation once the Holy Ghost’s (God’s) work is 
underway. God must take the stone and turn it to flesh before his words are heard. 
 

Isaiah 8:20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no light in them.  

 
If a man speaks of God, he must speak according to the word of God. Preachers and teachers are to be 
judged against the word of God. Isaiah is, like Paul was to Timothy, warning about false teachers. The 
scriptures reveal true belief. They are certain. 
 

Luke 16:29-31 29  Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them 
hear them. 30  And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they 
will repent. 31  And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.  

 
Ephesians 2:19-20 19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20  And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone;  

 
The scriptures are foundational. In the Old Testament, we have Moses and the prophets. In the New 
Testament, we have the apostles and Jesus Christ. Their writings, which were given to them by their 
experience with God and directly from God, were guided by the Holy Ghost. 
 
Reference 2 “although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest 
the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to give 
that knowledge of God and his will which is necessary unto salvation.” 
 
There are two ways that God reveals himself: general and special. The general revelation of God is 
accomplished through his creation.  
 

Psalms 19:1-3 1  The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth 
his handywork. 2  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. 3  There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.  

 
The general revelation of God in creation is enough to convict mankind of God’s power and of the 
Godhead’s existence. 
 

Romans 1:19-21 19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; 
for God hath shewed it unto them. 20  For the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21  
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  
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The general revelation of God in creation establishes an unwritten law in the hearts, consciences, and 
minds of men. 
 

Romans 2:14-15 14  For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 15  Which 
shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)  

 
The general revelation of God, corrupted by sin and ignorance of the scripture, leads to idolatry. 
 

Acts 17:22-29 22  Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I 
perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 23  For as I passed by, and beheld your 
devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 24  God that made the 
world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands; 25  Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any 
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26  And hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27  That 
they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though 
he be not far from every one of us: 28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; 
as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 29  Forasmuch then as 
we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, 
or stone, graven by art and man's device. 

 
Reference 3 “Therefore it pleased the Lord at sundry times and in divers manners to reveal himself, 
and to declare that his will unto his church; and afterward for the better preserving and propagating of 
the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the church against the corruption of the 
flesh, and the malice of Satan, and of the world” 
 

Hebrews 1:1-4 1  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, 2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3  Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high; 4  Being made so much better than the angels, as he 
hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.  

 
Referring again to the foundational nature of the scriptures, given in the Old Testament to the Hebrews 
by Moses and the prophets, but now confirmed in the New Testament by the revelation and words of 
Jesus Christ on earth and in heaven. Salvation in Jesus Christ, by God’s grace and mercy, revealed 
through the Holy Ghost, is the story of the scriptures. The gospel is the story of the scriptures. 
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1 Thessalonians 1:5  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were 
among you for your sake. 
 
1 Peter 1:25  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which 
by the gospel is preached unto you. 

 
As the written scriptures were necessary unto the Hebrews in order to record and recall Moses and the 
prophets, so they are necessary unto the churches of Jesus Christ to record and recall him and his 
apostles’ teaching. The Holy Ghost does not reveal anything to mankind that is contrary to what is 
written in the biblical record. 
 

Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 
 

Reference 4 “to commit the same wholly unto writing; which maketh the Holy Scriptures to be most 
necessary, those former ways of God's revealing his will unto his people being now ceased.” 
 
That is the miraculous prophetic and apostolic gifts of the Holy Ghost. Those gifts are no longer 
necessary because God, by the Holy Ghost, had written down what was necessary for his people to 
know, so that they may understand the truth. This does not mean that God does not give gifts to men of 
prophecy, tongues, healing, etc. today. It does mean that any such works must be tested against 
scripture. 
 

Proverbs 22:19-21 19  That thy trust may be in the LORD, I have made known to thee this day, 
even to thee. 20  Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and 
knowledge, 21  That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; 
that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that send unto thee?  

 
Romans 15:4 4  For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.   

 
Scripture, both the Old Testament and the New Testament, is given for our learning and comfort. 
 

Ephesians 3:1-12 1  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 2  If ye 
have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3  How 
that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 
4  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ) 5  Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is 
now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  

 
God revealed his will and word unto men such as Paul so that it might be written down in order for 
others to understand the revelations. 
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2 Peter 1:19-20 19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 
star arise in your hearts: 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation.  

 
Scripture may only be interpreted by scripture. No interpretation outside of scripture can be accepted. 
God would not allow this to happen because the result would be chaos. 
 

1 Corinthians 14:33  For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all 
churches of the saints. 


