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Very good. 
 
Take your Bibles if you would, please, today and turn in your Bibles to the book of 
Hebrews chapter number four, if you would please, today. And I am... I love the book of 
Hebrews. I remember teaching the book of Hebrews to our men on Sunday evening after 
the service a few years ago and we had a great time and just going through the book of 
Hebrews verse by verse. And we had a great time in doing that. 
 
This year our theme is committed to the cause and this month our emphasis is committed 
to his Word.  Boy, I would to God that more families were committed to his Word.   
 
Tonight I have been studying and praying and seeking the Lord’s will and tonight I am 
going to be speaking on the relationship between parents and children, the relationship 
between parent and children. And if you look at society you can see a reflection of the 
break down in the structure of the godly family in America.  You can just point to every 
ill in our country and it can all be traced back to the relationship between parents and 
children.   
 
There are more seminars, more books, more CDs, DVDs written and produced on family 
relationships than any one subject I know when God covers it in four verses.  And 
because we are dodging those four verses and the context of the Bible we are having to 
write and produce all kinds of remedies to try to correct our lack of obedience to God in 
the matter of family relationships.   And if you ever are going to have kids or you ever 
have had kids or if you are a kid or if you are always going to be a kid, if you are 
breathing, you need to be here tonight and listen to what God says and what the Holy 
Spirit says about raising children and family relationships.   
 
I see such a deterrent. The devil would rather tear up our home than any other thing 
because if we fail in raising kids the way God wants kids raised, then we have failed in 
our life.  I don’t care how many people you win to Christ, you lose your kids and it is all 
in vain.   And we are embracing a philosophy and a system that is detrimental to our 
homes and to our children and I just would to God that you just take a little time tonight, 
6:30 and avail yourself and I promise you I will not fail in preparing academically, 
spiritually, emotionally—can’t do anything about physically—but I will promise you I 
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will try to prepare that you would not be bored and that you would be instructed on how 
to raise kids.  
 
I would like to commend our young staff on the kind of parents and the kind of 
relationship they have with their children and it is a great asset to our church that our 
young men and young ladies strive so diligently to be the kind of parents God would have 
them to be.   
 
Well, now that I have you prepared, I want you to take your Bible if you would please.  
Turn to Hebrews chapter number four and I want you to look today and may I say if you 
are not committed to the Word of God, what are you doing here today?  I mean, 100 
percent totally committed to what God says.  Don’t dissect it and retranslate and 
reinterpret it.  Committed to God’s Word.  That is the only way it will work. 
 
Notice verse one, if you would, please. And let me help you a little bit in the context.   
 
“Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you 
should seem to come short of it.”1 
 
I wonder how many Christians are saved but not at peace.  I wonder how many folks who 
are really, genuinely born again who still are anxious and nervous and insecure and afraid 
because of the times that we are in.  I wonder how many Christians who are saved, born 
again, sure as the world going to heaven when they die but are as nervous as a cat in a 
room full of rocking chairs, anxious and worried about everything under God’s heaven.   
 
Let us fear lest we should come short of the rest.   
 
Verse two. 
 
“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did 
not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.”2 
 
It isn’t any good for me to preach if you don’t believe it.  You come to church with a 
blank look on your face. You leave church with the same blank look on your face.  I 
could have just preached to you three points on Humpty Dumpty. Number one, Humpty 
was a Dumpty.  Number two, he should not have been on the wall. Number three, he fell.   
 
We all go home and hit the parking lot with the same expression we came with because 
we didn’t believe anything.   
 
Are you hear today?  It don’t do any good to hear it if you don’t believe it.   
 

For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn 
in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were 

                                                
1 Hebrews 4:1.  
2 Hebrews 4:2.  
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finished from the foundation of the world. For he spake in a certain place 
of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all 
his works.  And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest.  Seeing 
therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it 
was first preached entered not in because of [what?] unbelief.3 
 

Do you believe this book? Well, just what part of this book do you believe?  If you 
believe this book, the Bible said we are to be doers of the Word and not hearers only.  If 
we believed it and did it, then we would have rest and not nervous breakdowns and not 
World War III at the house when everything ain’t going right. 
 
Let’s go on because I think I got clobbered there. 
 

[And] Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so 
long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.  For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have 
spoken of another day.  There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of 
God.  For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own 
works, as God did from his.   
 
Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the 
same example of unbelief.  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.4 

 
Listen to me.  You may con somebody else, but you ain’t going to con God. You may 
have everybody else fooled, but the Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than 
any two edged sword. 
 
Notice the Bible said in verse 13, “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his 
sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to 
do.”5 
 
I would like to bring you up to context. The reference is to those folk who have not come 
to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and is acting like it before everybody else. It also 
is a reference to those who have come to Jesus Christ and acting like everybody else, who 
have not come to Jesus Christ. And we live as though it is not going to make any 
difference. And we live as though that the preacher don’t know and the deacons don’t 
know and the wife don’t know and the kids don’t know and mom and daddy don’t know 
and the relatives don’t know, but the Word of God is sharp and quick and powerful and 
he knows.   
 

                                                
3 Hebrews 4:3-6. 
4 Hebrews 4:7-12.  
5 Hebrews 4:13.  
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You got that?  He knows.  And I want you to know today that we do not have to play act.  
We do not have to work out this thing of Christianity. 
 
Notice, if you would, please, I would like to read for you Romans chapter 12 and verse 
two if you have your Bibles there, Romans chapter 12 and verse number two. And the 
Bible says, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.”6 
 
Now look in your Bible. If you underline your Bible, if you would, please, there is two 
words I want you to notice. Number one, the word “conform.” The number two word is 
“transformed.” 
 
Now the problem today is that most of us have become conformed but not transformed.  
According to the dictionary, the word “conformed” means to act in harmony with. It 
means to become similar thereat.  It means to comply with or to yield.  It is an outward 
show and you are trying to be what you are really not, but you are just conforming to 
things around you.   
 
Has not the Church become just a tad worldly?   And has not the Church become just a 
little churcy?  The world is churchy and the church is worldly.  Is that right?   
 
The philosophy is if you can’t reach people, if you will conform to how they are, how 
they look, how they think and what they like, they will come to your worship services.  
Does that mean if I am a secret CIA agent spiritually and I dress like them, smell like 
them, go like them, dance like them and do like them, if they come then maybe in a 
moment I can change all of the sudden and everybody is changes, still look like me?  Or 
does the whole congregation take on the appearance of those we are trying to reach?   
 
Paul said, “We don’t have to be conformed to this world,” but we are conformed to this 
world, maybe not in our dress, but in our philosophy of life, maybe not in our dress, but 
in our commitment to the Christ of Calvary. We have become conformed to this world.  
We have outwardly complied, if you please, and begin to think, act like the world.  The 
only solution to that is the Word of God.   
 
If we would read the Word and become familiar of the Word as we are with the TV 
Guide, we might begin to be transformed and not conformed.   
 
We are watching movies and listening to language in our homes today that we would 
have reprimanded our children for even thinking such ungodly things 20 years ago.   
 
The Bible says... how many folk believe your Bible again? No, no, no.  I mean you really 
believe it.  No, I... boy, my amens died. They have died, haven’t they?   
 

                                                
6 Romans 12:2.  
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But the Bible says plainly we are not to be conformed to this world.  In our dress at 
church we have conformed to the world instead of conforming the world to our church.  
We have begun to dress down like the world.   
 
I used to go to funerals and folk respected the dead and ladies would dress like ladies.  
Now they come dressed like cowboys. Is that conforming to the world in our dress? 
 
In our demeanor, in our attitude we have complied with those around us so that we don’t 
make them feel uncomfortable.  We have done it in our homes.  We have done it in our 
churches. We have done it in our personal life. We have done it in our businesses.  
Business out to be run with integrity and honesty, not with underhandedness and fraud.   
 
“Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed.”7 
 
Transformation is not conforming. Transformed means to change.  It means to be 
changed in nature.  It means to be changed in form, in character, in substance. It is the 
same word as metamorphosis and if you have studied anything about butterflies and 
caterpillars, you know that once metamorphosis takes over the caterpillar is no longer 
crawling in the dust like the world, but it has gathered wings and they begin to fly into 
the wild blue yonder. 
 
What ever happened to metamorphosis?  What ever happened to transformation?  Why in 
the world do we just come in miserable, conformed to how people are dressed and have 
the same old hell bound attitude, dirty look of everybody? What ever happened to 
transformation?   
 
Some of you folk look at me like [?].  When is he going to get done?  Not until you quit 
looking like that.   
 
You say, “I will get up and leave.” 
 
I will embarrass you when you do. I’ll say, “That is the one I was talking about.” 
 
Committed to his Word.  The Word of God is all we need and our total source of 
transformation. I don’t need AAA, BULL or nothing else. Christ is all I need. And my 
Bible talks about it in 1 Peter chapter one and verse 23.  It says this. It says that we are 
“born again,” bless your heart, “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”8 
 
Thank God. Hallelujah.  If I am tired of the way I am and the way I talk and the way I 
look and the way I think and what I am, then I can be totally transformed by the power of 
almighty God. And his Word is the total source that I need. 
 

                                                
7 Ibid.  
8 1 Peter 1:23.  
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Now, if you drug in here this morning like dead flies falling off of you and you are tired 
of that, then, you can get all that fixed. You can leave here today and say, “Zippity do 
dah, zippety ay.” And it won’t be a sham. It won’t be a put on.  It won’t be a façade. It 
will be real because this book has the power to transform us, change us, change our 
nature, change our attitude, change us from the inside out, not the outside in.   
 
Now why?  Because this is a most unusual book you will ever see.  Do you know why?  
Because, number one, it is quick. That means it is a living Word. 
 
Notice verse 12 and the first part of that verse. 
 
“For the word of God is quick.”9 
 
That don’t mean it is swift.  It means that it is living.   
 
“You hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins.”10 
 
It means made alive, bless your heart. And I am glad that the Word of God is a living, the 
living Word of God. The Bible, the Word of God is like any other book that you have in 
your home or in your library.  The Library of Congress lays claim to being the greatest 
and the largest library in all the world with more than 130 million items on approximately 
530 miles of book shelves.  Imagine that, 130 million items, 2.7 million recordings, 29 
million books.  How would you like to be the librarian and walk in there and say, “I 
would like one book, please.” 
 
“Well, just a minute. I have got to go through 29 million copies.” 
 
Twelve million photographs, none of mine. 
 
4.8 million maps.  Don’t you know they are out of place now with GPS?   
 
Fifty-eight million manuscripts.   
 
Yet among all those books and all those shelves the only ones that can claim to be living 
is God’s Word.  And it is this book.   
 
The Bible is a unique book in all categories.  The word for living in the text is zwn (zah’-
on).  It is placed in the emphatic position in the original language.  The Word of God is 
no dead letter, but as the Word of the living God it can be nothing else, but a living Word 
if it is the Word of a living God. 
 
If God is eternal, then his Word is always true, always right, always pertinent, always up 
to date and is always alive.  Hallelujah.  Praise God for the Bible.  

                                                
9 Hebrews 4:12.  
10 Ephesians 2:1.  
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Gypsy Smith told a man one time... The man walked up to Gypsy Smith and said, “I have 
read the Bible through and through several times and it has not done anything for me.” 
 
Gypsy Smith said, “Let it go through you one time and it will make a lot of difference in 
your life.” 
 
There is a lot of difference in you going through the Bible and letting the Bible go 
through you, because it is quick and powerful and sharper than any two edged sword.  
Buddy, it cuts both directions, coming and going, up and down, sideways and sideways.  
This is a living book.  It is quick. It is quick. Can you imagine that tonight, today?  It is 
indescribable in vitality. It breathes. It speaks.  It comforts.  It conquers and it creates. 
 
In Genesis one, 10 times the Bible says, “And God said...”  And every time something 
new came into existence.  Is that wonderful, or what?   
 
It creates, bless your heart.  Each time God says, it is followed by creative work.  
 
In the book of Proverbs—and I love the book of Proverbs.  Just about every day I read 
the book of Proverbs and I text my kids a verse for that day and especially when it comes 
to kids loving your parents.   
 
And this book, the Bible, Solomon said about this book, listen.  
 

My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy 
mother:  Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy 
neck.  When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep 
thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.11 

 
Hey, talking, living, walking kind of book.  Is that all right with you? 
 
And the Bible goes on to say, “For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and 
reproofs of instruction are the way of life.”12 
 
Oh, the Word of God, it just walks with me and talks with me down life’s weary way.  
The Word of God wrestles with me.  It convicts me.  It comforts me. It smiles on me 
when I do right. It frowns on me when I do wrong. 
 
Are you listening to me this morning?  It holds my hand, bless your heart, and gives me 
courage when I am afraid and defeated. The Word of God warms my heart. It weeps with 
me.  Lastly, sings with me, preaches to me and sometimes when nobody else is around it 
whispers to me.   
 
Is this a living book of what?   
                                                
11 Proverbs 6:20-22. 
12 Proverbs 6:23.  
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Are you reading it?  Are you memorizing it?  Are you meditating on it?  Is it your guide 
for day to day behavior?  Does it counsel you in your business dealings?  Does it talk to 
you in your relationships with your children and with your parent and with your each 
other?  This book is not one to be laid on a shelf for a decoration. It is to be lived.  It is a 
living book. 
 
Oh, I am so glad that if it is a living book, it is never out of date, never out of print, 
number one seller of all times and does not need to be translated. It is the living Word of 
God. 
 
Now dictators and politicians don’t like it.  Atheists preach against it. Agnostics are still 
confused. But the Bible is still around. They have tried to destroy it. They have kicked it 
out of our school, have they not?  They have kicked the terminology out of daily 
conversation, have they not and made it not political correct. Can you please?  And they 
tried everywhere. Some have tried to slay it with persecution. Others have tried to 
smother it with worldliness. And many have tried to crush it with an era and some have 
tried to starve it with neglect and some have tried to poison it with misinterpretation, but 
thank God she still lives right today and just as alive as it was the day that God breathed 
it in the lips and on the hearts of bull prophets of old.   
 
Thank God for the Word of God. 
 
Oh, I am saying today, bless your heart, it is a living book, chapter to chapter, verse by 
verse. 
 
Now, let me tell you something.  Preaching that is lifeless is not this book’s fault.  
Preaching that is boring and want us to go beddy bye is not this book’s fault.  Preaching 
that is lifeless is preaching that is a dead preacher.  Preaching that is lifeless is coming 
from a throne of a lifeless individual. And I want you to know it is not this book’s fault if 
you go to sleep. It is not this book’s fault if you go to hell. It is not this book’s fault if 
your family goes to hell.  It is not this book’s fault if you turn out to be an absolute loser. 
This book is a living, living, holy book and it is not the book’s fault.   
 
Don’t blame the book.  You cannot blame the book.   
 
Preachers in pulpits don’t have to be lifeless, bless your heart.  Our job with his living 
book, our job with God’s living, holy Word is, number one, to draw life from the 
Scripture and communicate it to somebody else who needs the good news.   
 
“Well, preacher, I didn’t get anything out of your sermon this morning.” 
 
That is not a problem. What are you getting out of this book?  Don’t blame me for your 
lifeless kind of Christianity.  Don’t blame me if you have dried up the root seven times 
dead and smell like 15 skunks been run over by an 18 wheeler. Don’t blame me. This 
book is life. It is living. You want to live, get in it.  And my job on this earth is to draw 
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life from this living book and then communicate that life to somebody else who does not 
have life.   
 
You show me somebody in this book that ever got saved that kept it a secret.  Salvation 
should not seal your lips. It should open your lips. Salvation is not something we take 
under cover to heaven and surprise everybody we got there.  Salvation is something that 
comes from a living God through a living book that produces life and wants to share that 
live with those who do not have that life, committed to his Word. 
 
Secondly, we are to disciple others on how to draw life from this book themselves.   
 
“Preacher, I don’t know what I would do if it wasn’t for our services.” 
 
Oh.  You would starve to death spiritually, because you are too busy between services to 
draw life from a life giving book.   
 
Let me give you something. 100 percent of the Christians that are spiritually asleep never 
read their Bible.  And they always blame the preacher for it.   
 
“Well, if your sermon was a little bit better, I wouldn’t be so backslidden.” 
 
No, you would be backslidden if you had a mansion on Hallelujah Boulevard because 
you choose to be that way.  And if you are ignorant of this book, you are willfully 
ignorant of this book because you have one.  
 
But thank God you ain’t fooling nobody but you, because the Word of God is quick. That 
means it is living. Aren’t you glad of that? 
 
Well, since that point was so boring, let’s get on to the next one so we can get out of here, 
huh?   
 
What better reason for me to totally commit to God’s Word than it is a living Word?  
What better reason for me to commit?  I mean, we read books about how to be a good 
daddy and how to be a good momma and how to do this and how... 
 
What is wrong with committing to a book that is not dead, black and white, laying on 
pages that will go into eternity for nothing when I could commit to a book that is living 
and will always be alive? 
 
David said this. He said, “My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my 
sayings.”13 
 
Listen.  
 
“For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.”14 
                                                
13 Proverbs 4:20. 
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You want to be alive and healthy?  It is your choice.  Commit to this living book and this 
living book says I will commit to you life and health to your flesh.   
 
Is that good or what? 
 
“Well, I don’t know why I ought to commit to the Bible.” 
 
How about that? 
 
Some of you girls are so committed to losing weight, exercising and keeping your basket 
full of lumps. What do they call that? Do they call them abs?  I don’t have to worry about 
that. I just got one big flab. Don’t have to worry about abs.  But me and my flab is going 
to heaven just lickety split, having a good time and we will stand before God. And I hope 
to hear him say, “Well done.” 
 
He said, “I would rather have your flab as your ab anyhow.” 
 
Amen. 
 
Boy, if you was as dedicated to the Word of God as you are keeping sleek and smooth 
and sexy, no telling how good you might be with God.  Some of you guys on that 
treadmill, sweat running down you and it is not to your knee cap trying to stay in shape, 
healthy.  Commit to that book and he said, “I will give you life and health to your flesh.” 
 
Praise God. I think I will just take his. His is better than any of them other diets anyhow.   
 
Yeah, you know what I am talking about.  I have been watching the Olympics.  I am 
going out next year.  Down hill speed skating.  I have seen them crash, get their toe hung 
in the flags and everything and folks just say, “How terrible.” 
 
What are they doing there for? What are they for? What are they there for?   
 
I thought falling would be about half the fun.   
 
Why do you go watch races out at the race track?  Either you are addicted to the smell of 
alcohol fumes or you want to see somebody get hurt.   
 
Just think of all the time and all the sacrifices those dedicated athletes have dedicated 
night and day.  All I have heard about is discipline.  When I don’t want to get up, I look 
at somebody else and they make me get up.  And I don’t want to train. They make me 
train. 
 
Oh, dear God, if we just had some Christians who were born again, sold out to Jesus 
Christ and committed to his Word and committed to his cause as those young athletes are 
                                                
14 Proverbs 4:22.  
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at getting a piece of medal hung around their neck and notoriety, oh, what a thing we 
could do for God if we just had some dedicated Christians, dedicated to his Word, living 
Word. Not only is it a living Word, bless your heart. I must hurry along because some of 
you are getting ready to leave. It is a powerful Word. 
 
I like that.  Powerful.  The Greek word is energhv (en-er-gace’).  It means active and 
operative.  It is the same word we get our word word energy or energetic.   
 
Do you know what it literally means?  The Word of God is at work.  It don’t rest. It don’t 
sit down. It don’t get tired. It don’t need a drink.  This think is living.  And it is powerful.  
It is energetic.  It is working all the time.   
 
What better reason to dedicate yourself and commit yourself to something that is living?   
 
Charles Swindoll made this statement.  It is 11:19.   
 
“News articles may inform us, novels may inspire us, poetry may enrapture us, but only 
the living active Word of God can transform us.” 
 
When I first heard this book years ago, the preacher you couldn’t understand what he was 
saying because he was one of them wind sucking preachers.  And he took his jacket off 
and threw it a block and a half.  After church he ate a chicken and a half and he always 
preached for an hour and a half.  
 
And he opened this book and he began to preach. He turned red in his face and slobber all 
over the first five rows and run up and down like this crazy and turn red in his face 
because nobody ever taught him how to breathe correctly from his diaphragm. And in 
about 30 minutes into his sermon you couldn’t understand a thing he said because his 
vocal cords were so tortured that he couldn’t even hardly whisper. 
 
But as he spoke, I don’t know what the Holy Spirit got a hold of, but it was something 
out of this book and he walked down the aisle with that two edged sword and began to 
cut deeply in my old heart and soul as a little kid.  And he opened me up real wide and he 
exposed to me and he exposed to God and he exposed everybody.  What a dirty, rotten, 
hell bound, no good sinner I was.  And the Word of God is powerful.   
 
Oh, yes, it is powerful.  You take the word powerful and spell it and you will find the P 
stands for penetrating power. Through every level of your life, it makes no difference 
what level you are, what story you are or where the elevator is at, the Word of God will 
penetrate and find you wherever you are.  P, it is penetrating power. 
 
O, it is overcoming power.  You like that?  See, years ago I was overcome with sin. I was 
overcome with pleasure.  I was overcome with gambling and drinking and hell raising 
and fighting and I was overcome with all the lust of the flesh. And one day the Word of 
God opened my old heart and sole deep to the very core of my being and came rushing in 
and made me an overcomer.  That is the Word of God. That is the Word of God. 
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P, penetrating. 
 
O, overcoming. 
 
Yes, and W, wonder working power.  That which I could not do myself, the Word of God 
did expeditiously.  That which was beyond my power, that which I tried to take care of 
every year by turning over a new leaf, that which I tried to do by taking on a new 
obligation I was not able to do, in and out, up and down, a loser beyond all measure.  And 
then the Word of God, the living, powerful, penetrating Word of God came into my heart 
and made me an overcomer.  I have overcome the gambling.  I have overcome the 
fighting. Age will do that.  I have overcome the temper.  I have overcome the lust of the 
flesh.  I have overcome. 
 
You say, “Preacher...” 
 
And I just sit back in wonder what God has done.  
 
Somebody asked old Gypsy Smith, a soul winner beyond all soul winners at the ripe old 
age, about ready to die, still seeking sinners and trying to get them saved with a smile on 
his face and somebody approached him one day and said, “Gypsy Smith, why after all 
these years do you still have the smile on your face, the song in your heart?” 
 
He said, “Because I never got over the wonder of it all.” 
 
I just don’t want to get over the wonder of God’s penetrating, overcoming, 
wonderworking power.   
 
Is there anybody here today? 
 
Oh, yes, sometimes I am like Peter out there on the sea.  Sometimes I am like Peter and I 
have toiled and I have worked and I have labored and it just seems like the more I do, the 
sorrier I become and then our Lord cries, “Hey, Peter, cast your net on the other side.”   
 
And oh I would like... Peter would like to say, “But, Lord, I have been fishing all night, 
yes I have. And I have been fishing all night and have taken nothing.  Nevertheless at thy 
word I will let down the net.” 
 
And when he had done that he would bring in such a draught of fishes that the net brake.  
Wonder working power.  
 
God bless your heart.  You are trying to get along on firecracker power, putting around 
from this preacher to that preacher, this program to that program, this seminar to that 
seminar, this or that. You need to get over it, slick, and get into God’s book and find out 
that it is living and that it is powerful, powerful enough, bless your heart to let you be 
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penetrated and overcoming and wonder and, thank God, P O W E.  It is everlasting 
power. 
 
Can I have an amen? It is everlasting power.  It ain’t going to wear out next week. 
 
Well, I used to be happier when I first got saved. Why?  Did the Bible run out?  Promises 
of God die?  Heaven closed up?  Streets of gold turned into asphalt?  Why has your 
experience begin to delete and wane away?  Because the gospel hasn’t and the Word of 
God hasn’t and heaven hasn’t. I am just wondering today, do you have everlasting power, 
power that lasts for ever? 
 
“My word,” Jesus said, “is settled forever in heaven.” 
 
Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away.”15  
 
Do you know the rest of it? 
 
“But my words shall never pass away.”16 
 
Everlasting power. 
  
Why should I be less happy today than I was when I got saved?  Why should I be wilting 
as many Christians are when the Word of God is just as real and just as alive today as it 
was back then?  If I could read the book of Daniel chapter three when I knew nothing 
about the Bible, when I knew nothing about the Greek, I knew nothing about the Hebrew, 
couldn’t even spell concordance and had never heard of supra lapsarianism?  And I could 
take the Bible and open it to Daniel three and when I get to verse 25 and the four has the 
image of the Son of God and if chill bumps running down my body and hallelujahs 
running down my spine and my tongue begin to flap and start praising God as a newborn 
babe in Christ. Why don’t it do it after being saved 40 some years?   
 
Maybe it is us and not the book, because the Word of God is living and it is powerful. It 
is everlasting power.   
 
Or, it is revealing power.  Oh, you read it and it will show you just how short you are 
coming.  What you need to do is quit reading a preacher and quit comparing your life to 
somebody else.  And I will guarantee this book will tell you right quick whether it is right 
or wrong or not, regardless of what your Agnostic, Atheistic teachers is talking about?  
This book. Read it.  And you will quit justifying yourself because it is quick.  It is 
powerful.   
 
I need to close.  It is sharper than any two edged sword. It is penetrating, sharper than any 
two edged sword. 
 
                                                
15 Matthew 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33. 
16 Ibid.  
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In Roman days there were two types of swords.  Now if we have been writing the Bible 
and if God were inspiring me to write the Bible and we were writing the book and I 
would have to write the Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any atomic, 
nuclear weapon in the world.  But in the day it was writing the most deadly instruments 
known to man was the Roman sword.   
 
Two types of sword was used when this book was written. One was a long heavy, single 
bladed sword that the soldiers carried and it was dangerous.  But it wasn’t near as 
dangerous as the small dagger type sword as sharp on both sides. It is called a marachee.  
It was carried in seclusion. It was this kind of sword that Peter used when he cut the ear 
off of the man in the garden of Gethsemane, sharp.   
 
Can you imagine?  No jagged edges.  His ear, gone.  Sharp.   
 
Now if Peter wanted to he could come up on the other side and the othe rear could have 
fell off.  See, that kind of sword cut going in, coming out, sideways, upways, every way. 
It don’t make any difference. That sword that the Bible is referring to was a double cutter.   
 
Now this is not a big clumsy kind of sword that only cuts when it want to.  This book 
pierces and as it pierces it cuts.  
 
Do you know why folk don’t like to hear me preach? It is not because of my mannerisms.  
Because most of my messages have teeth in them.  And you don’t like getting bit.   
 
The Word of God cuts. It pierces up and down, lays it wide open, has no doubts about it.  
Bless your heart, it is a cutter.  It is sharp.   
 
You see, God’s Word reaches into the innermost and finds deep in our being in the dark 
recesses of our being and shines a light on our sins that nobody else knows anything 
about.   
 
Years ago in a logging community in the frontier the folks decided they needed a church 
and a preacher.  So they built a church and called a preacher and the preacher was doing 
well and everybody loved everybody and the preacher was preaching real good stuff.  
And one day he is standing out beside of the river and he is noticing the logs that was 
going down the river to the mill.  On the end of every log there was a stamp that 
identified the owner of the log.  He noticed that some of his parishioners was dragging 
some of the logs in to the beach cutting the stamp off of the end of the log and putting 
their own stamps on it.   
 
Naturally, next Sunday morning he got up and preached, “Thou shalt not steal.”   
 
Everybody in the church walked out, commended the preacher for such a good sermon. 
“God bless you, that is a great sermon.  Keep up the good work.” 
 
Well, the preacher thought for sure that little escapade was over.    
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The following week he was standing out in front of the church, sure as the world, that 
was the same guys dragging logs in, cutting the ends off of them, putting their stamp on it 
and sending it on down the mill. 
 
Well, that hurt the preacher deeply.  So he got up next Sunday morning and preached, 
“Thou shalt not cut the end off thy neighbor’s log.” 
 
They run him out of town the next day.  They ran him out of town because they 
disregarded God’s Word.   
 
See, this book divides. It pierces. It reveals.   
 
The missionary gave a little native boy a Bible one day.  Took it home. A week later he 
brought it back.  And the missionary said, “What is wrong, son?  Don’t you like that 
book?” 
 
He said, “No, I don’t because every time I read it, it kicks me.  Here.  You can have it 
back.” 
 
Are you reading it?  If you are reading it, it is kicking you.  It is showing you just how 
pitifully short you are coming to the grace of God. It shows us and reveals to us. 
 
Years ago, back in the 1800s there was a great famous preacher by the name of 
Whitefield. I don’t know if you have read much about him or not. But Mr. Whitefield, 
George Whitefield was a tremendous evangelist and thousands of people were being 
saved and he had bad eyes and he squinted a lot when he preached and was not very 
flamboyant or enthusiastic, but he would read all of his sermons and he would just read it.  
 
And so there was a group of men who absolutely hated him and often called him Mr. 
Squintem and would mock him. And one such fellow organized a club back in the 1800s 
called the hell fire club.  And they would gather to mock George Whitefield.   
 
One day at a local tavern the leader of the group, Mr. Thorpe was mocking George 
Whitefield, squinting, facial expressions. Did an excellent job of perfectly imitating his 
tone and his facial expressions. And as he quoted Scripture and as he quoted exposition 
from George Whitefield, suddenly he shut up instantly and sat down and began to sweat 
and to cry and to weep.  And there the Word of God cut him deeply and he was converted 
immediately.   
 
It is a living, it is powerful, it is piercing.  Thank God.  
 
What better reason to commit to anything?  Dear God, we need to commit to the Word of 
God because it is quick.  It is powerful, sharper. And not only that, it is a discerning 
Word.  Notice verse 12 and 13.  I close with this.   
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Verse 12 and 13 the Bible says, it even... it divides asunder of the soul and spirit, the 
joints and the marrow and it is a discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart. 
 
You can tell me what is going on. You can con me.  But this book knows what you are 
thinking. It knows your motives. And now notice. 
 
“Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.”17 
 
Now you know what you have to do with?  You have to do with God.  You don’t have to 
do with me. I am not going to judge you.  But you do have to do with God.  And you are 
not going to con God because he sees and everything is open before him.  
 
I want you to note this. God sees everything and there is no escape. Seeing, oh yes, he 
sees my pain and I am glad he does.  
 
Last night I had word that Mrs. Alvera had gone to the hospital, was in the hospital and in 
emergency.  I called Miss Sally Marshall yesterday and she informed me that she had 
fallen six times in six days.   
 
I got great news for you tonight. The Lord sees our pain.  He sees our sorrow. He sees our 
need. He sees.  But not only does he see my need, he sees my sin.  He sees your sin.  And 
you are not going to con him. You may walk in the preacher’s office and con the preacher 
and you may think that the preacher believes you. He really don’t.  I am not that stupid.  
Please don’t think that I am that stupid.  Just write a note. Put on it, “Preacher, I think you 
are stupid.” 
 
Now, listen to me because I am not that stupid and neither is God that stupid and neither 
is God’s book that stupid. God sees and knows our sin.  And, believe me, you are not 
going to get away. 
 
Now, notice. God sees everything and there is no hiding.  
 
Have you ever noticed those folks on television who get incarcerated and the cameras 
are... they don’t.... Now, notice. The Bible said... look at this verse.  Look at this, please.  
And the Bible says in verse number 13.  Let me help you a little bit.   
 
“But all things are naked and opened.”18 
 
The word “opened” in the ancient text is referring to two wrestlers.  And the wrestler 
grabs the other wrestler by the neck. And that means they are face to face. There ain’t 
nothing hid. They see everything about everybody right there.  
 
                                                
17 Hebrews 4:13.  
18 Ibid.  
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Also when a criminal was incarcerated and taken to court, they would tape a dagger here 
under his neck, tape it under his neck so that when he stood before the judge and stood 
before the jury he could not hang his head and not look, but he had to look straight in the 
eyeballs of his accuser and be found guilty.  The word guilty, the word open in the Bible 
in the text means critic.  God, the Word of God opens everything you have ever done and 
everything you have done, said or wanted to do is naked and you are not going to be able 
at the judgment of God hide your face because you are going to be standing there naked 
and open, giving an account for all your hypocrisy and all of your shame and all of your 
Pharisaicalism because the Word of God is quick, powerful, sharp and discerning and 
you will face your critic at the judgment seat of Christ.   
 
I close. 
 
You said you did that a while ago. 
 
This time I really mean it.  
 
A rich fellow went to England.  And he went to an exposition and there was a most 
unusual microscope that he had ever seen in his life. He looked through that microscope 
and it just illuminated and magnified things so he thought he slid some crystal under it 
and it just illuminated the crystal so wonderfully. He slid a flower petal under it and it 
was absolutely beautiful  He saw things on the flower petal, the beauty he had never seen 
before. 
 
So he thought, I will just buy this thing and take it home with me.  He bought the 
microscope, went home. 
 
One day he was about to eat and he said, “I think I will look at what I am eating under the 
microscope.” 
 
And I don’t know what he was eating, baloney or what. But he slid his favorite dish 
under the microscope and to his own dismay it was alive. There was small creepy 
creature all in his favorite dish just crawling all over it.  
 
He turned his head. He said, “I have got a dilemma. What shall I do?”  He said, “I know 
what I will do.  I am going to throw the microscope away and eat this.” 
 
You have got a dilemma.  And to your own dismay you have thrown the microscope 
away and indulging in your lust of the flesh and wondering why things are so bad.   
 
“Be not conformed to this world,”19 Paul said. “But be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, [why?] that ye may prove [to your kids and everybody around] what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”20 
 
                                                
19 Romans 12:2. 
20 Ibid.  


