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Let the Children Come to Me: Mark 10:13-16 

Ben Reaoch, Three Rivers Grace Church 

Sunday, January 31, 2011 

 

 I hope the children will be listening closely to the sermon 

this morning, because the passage we’re going to study today is 

about you.  I’m so glad that this church is filled with young 

children.  Awhile back Jeremy tried to estimate the average age of 

our congregation, and I think it was about 6 ½.  No, it wasn’t quite 

that low, but it seems that way sometimes.  We have certainly been 

blessed with many babies and toddlers and young children, and 

that is a wonderful gift from God.  It’s a blessing in many respects.  

It’s a blessing because we, as adults, have the opportunity to lead 

children to Jesus, to teach them the Gospel, to train them up and 

disciple them and be an example for them of what it means to 

follow Jesus.  And it’s also a blessing because the children are 

examples for the adults of what real faith looks like.  The benefits 

go in both directions.  Adult believers are to serve as godly 

examples for children.  And children serve as an example for 

adults of what authentic faith is. 

 So I hope this well-known passage will be an 

encouragement to all of us.  I hope each child will be encouraged 

to come to Jesus, and I hope each adult will be encouraged to have 

faith like a child.         

 Before we look specifically at these verses, let’s recall 

where we’re at in the Gospel of Mark.  If you turn back a page or 

two you’ll see in chapter 8:27-30 where Peter makes his famous 

statement that Jesus is the Christ.  That is a pivotal point in the 

center of the Gospel of Mark, and it divides the book in half.  Up 

to that point Jesus has been ministering in Galilee and the 

surrounding areas, but following that point Jesus and His disciples 

are heading toward Jerusalem.  And then the focus is on what will 

happen to Jesus in Jerusalm.  At the beginning of chapter 11 is 

their arrival in Jerusalem and the triumphal entry.  In the section 

we’re in right now, from the end of chapter 8 through the end of 

chapter 10, Jesus three times foretells His death and resurrection, 

once in chapter 8, again in chapter 9, and yet again in chapter 10 

(8:31-33; 9:30-31; 10:32-34).   

 And as they are on their way to Jerusalem, Jesus is trying to 

teach His disciples about discipleship.  What does it mean to be a 

follower of Jesus?  What does it mean to be one of His disciples?  

In chapter 8, after Jesus predicts His death and resurrection, He 

then tells them in verse 34, “If anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  And in 

chapter 9, following His second prediction of His death and 
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resurrection, He tells them in verse 35, “If anyone would be first, 

he must be last of all and servant of all.”   

 Then look at what Jesus does in verses 36-37 of chapter 9.  

"And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking 

him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such child 

in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not 

me but him who sent me.”"  Do you see what Jesus is doing here?  

He takes this child in His arms and illustrates what it’s like to 

receive Jesus, and to receive the Father.  It’s humbling.  It’s not 

prestigious in the world’s eyes.  It doesn’t involve being the first in 

line, or the one who is served by others.  Rather, it’s being the last 

in line and the servant of all.  It means reaching out to those who 

are helpless.  This is what discipleship is.   

 A few verses later, in verse 42, Jesus refers again to the 

child in His arms when He says,  “Whoever causes one of these 

little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a 

great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into 

the sea.”  So discipleship involves receiving children in the Name 

of Jesus, and it also involves being a godly example for these little 

ones.   

 In our passage this morning Jesus demonstrates His love 

for children again, and He uses this situation to continue teaching 

His disciples about true discipleship.  Let’s look at it in four parts.  

First, children are brought to Jesus.  Second, the disciples reject the 

children.  Third, Jesus receives the children.  And finally, children 

receive the kingdom.     

 

Children Are Brought to Jesus 

 Verse 13 tells us that “they were bringing children to him 

that he might touch them.”  It doesn’t specify who was bringing 

the children, but we can assume it was their parents.  It seems that 

these are very young children who are being brought to Jesus.  In 

the parallel account in Luke, the word for “infants” is used.  And 

we also notice in verse 16 here that Jesus takes these children in 

His arms when He blesses them and lays His hands on them.  And 

that’s what these parents came for.  They had surely heard about 

the power and authority and miracles of this man, Jesus.  And they 

wanted their babies to be blessed by Him.  They wanted Him to lay 

His hands upon their children to pray for them and bless them. 

 In chapter 1 of Mark, Jesus stretched out His hand and 

touched the leper, and the leper was cleansed.  In chapter 5 the 

woman with the flow of blood reached out her hand to touch Jesus’ 

garment.  And she was instantly healed.  In chapter 8 Jesus touched 

the eyes of the blind man, and he saw.  There was much power in 

Jesus’ touch, and people knew it.  These parents knew it.  And 

though they weren’t bringing their young children to Jesus in order 
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to be healed, they did want their babies to receive a blessing from 

this miracle-worker.  If you were a parent in their situation, 

wouldn’t you do the same thing?  Wouldn’t you want Jesus to lay 

His hands on your baby and say a prayer of blessing over your 

baby?   

 That was the scene.  I picture it like the line out in front of 

the Children’s Museum on a busy day, or the hustle and bustle 

around the church nursery.  I guess they wouldn’t have had the 

strollers and car seats and sippy cups and diaper bags that we have, 

but other than that it might have looked somewhat similar.  Moms 

holding infants in their arms, dads carrying toddlers on their 

shoulders, other little ones running around, bumping into people’s 

knees.  The children would have had no clue what was going on or 

why they were there, but the parents knew that this was the chance 

of a lifetime.  They were bringing their children to receive a 

blessing from Jesus. 

 Now consider how much more we know about Jesus than 

these parents knew about Him.  We don’t know how much these 

parents might have understood about who Jesus is.  They knew 

enough to have a passionate desire to bring their children into His 

presence.  But we now look upon Jesus’ life after the climactic 

events of His death and resurrection.  We have the Gospel accounts 

and the rest of the New Testament to interpret for us the 

significance of what He accomplished.  Therefore we should have 

an even greater zeal and motivation to bring our children into the 

presence of Jesus.   

 I pray that the example of these parents will spur us on to 

bring our children to Jesus.  We want Jesus to touch their lives.  

We want Jesus to lay His hands upon them and bless them.  If we 

don’t want that for our children, what else is there?  A good 

education?  Opportunities to play sports and have musical training?  

Fun vacations?  Nice clothes?  It’s so easy to get sucked into that 

mentality and to think that to be a good parent I have to give my 

kids this and that and the other thing.  But let this be a priority 

check for us.  What is my main hope and desire for my kids?  Is it 

that they will know Jesus?  Or is it that they will get into the right 

college and have a successful career?   

 Stacy and I know a couple in Michigan whom we really 

respect, and their parenting has inspired us.  Their three kids have 

gone through school and have felt the pressure to be involved in 

every extracurricular activity and to excel academically.  And as 

good as many of those things can be, Jay and Becky have 

diligently limited the number of activities their kids are involved 

in, to the point that I’m sure some families would look at them and 

say, “You’re depriving your kids.”  But they want church to be a 

priority.  They want Bible study to be a priority.  They want family 
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time to be a priority.  Because ultimately it doesn’t matter if their 

kids are star athletes or get academic scholarships or win 

popularity contests.  They just want their kids to know Jesus.  And 

God is blessing them.  Their kids love the Lord.  They have a 

passion for missions.  They don’t want to waste their lives, but 

want to make their lives count for Christ. 

 Let’s bring our children to Jesus.  Whatever other things we 

may bring them to, let’s make sure our main hope and desire and 

prayer for them is that they will know the Lord.  Children are 

brought to Jesus—that’s the first piece of this story. 

 

The Disciples Reject the Children 
 The second thing that happens is the disciples reject the 

children.  This is a rude and unexpected turn in the story.  Here are 

all of these hopeful parents, and the disciples try to turn them 

away.  The disciples tried to hinder the children from coming to 

Jesus.  What a heartless thing to do.  And it’s all the more 

surprising when we recall what Jesus had just taught them in the 

previous chapter.  “Whoever receives one such child in my name 

receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him 

who sent me” (9:37).  Here was their chance.  Here was the 

disciples’ chance to receive the children in the Name of Jesus.  

Here was their chance to show that they were truly disciples by 

welcoming the children with open arms.  But they failed this test of 

discipleship.  Instead of receiving the children, they rejected them.  

They rebuked the parents and tried to make them leave. 

 A similar attitude is seen in the disciples in 9:38, where 

John said, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 

name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”  

It was the same kind of prideful, selfish attitude that made them 

opposed to the children.  The disciples had not yet grasped Jesus’ 

view of things.  They were still seeking their own glory.  They 

were still wanting to be served rather than to serve. 

 In both situations, Jesus responds in the same way.  In 9:39 

Jesus says, “Do not stop him.”  And in 10:14 He says, “do not 

hinder them.”  Jesus continues to teach them about discipleship.  

What does it look like to be humble, to be servant-like?  That’s 

what the disciples need to learn.  That’s what we need to learn. 

 Are there ways that you are hindering people from coming 

to Jesus because of your pride or your selfishness?  That’s what 

we’re seeing in the disciples in these passages.  How might that 

same kind of attitude be evident in our own lives?  In what ways is 

there spiritual pride or selfishness that is hindering people from 

coming to Jesus?  Where there is spiritual pride in us, we need to 

fight against that.  And let me name one particular manifestation of 

pride that I think we can be especially prone to.  Where there is 
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pride in theological convictions, we need to kill that pride, lest our 

arrogance be a road block that keeps people from Jesus.  When we 

make someone feel like they’re stupid because they don’t agree 

with us on some theological point, what are we saying to them?  

We’re saying, “Please don’t take up any more of our time.  We’re 

too good for you.  And if you’re not part of our group, then Jesus 

doesn’t really want to have anything to do with you.”  What an 

awful thing to communicate.  I pray that we will not find ourselves 

in the place of these disciples, standing as a barrier to keep people 

away from Jesus.  We need to learn the humility of discipleship.  

We need to learn to be servants.  We need to learn to have child-

like faith, rather than adult-like self-reliance.  We’ll talk about that 

more in just a moment.                   

 

Jesus Receives the Children 

 The third thing that takes place here is Jesus receives the 

children.  In contrast to the disciples rejecting the children, Jesus 

receives the children.  The disciples had rebuked the parents for 

bringing their children, but now Jesus rebukes the disciples for 

trying to keep the children away.  Verse 14 says, “But when Jesus 

saw it, he was indignant.”  The word for indignant here is a very 

strong verb.  He wasn’t just a little annoyed.  He was irate, 

incensed, angry.  And the intensity of His anger toward the 

disciples in this situation is a reflection of how much compassion 

and love He felt toward these children who were being brought to 

Him.  Children are precious to Jesus.  Therefore when the disciples 

tried to stand between Jesus and the children, Jesus was irate.  He 

said to the disciples, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder 

them.” 

 Children are precious to Jesus.  The culture of Jesus’ day 

did not look favorably on children, and the disciples are a 

reflection of that attitude.  But Jesus has a different perspective.  

The culture may have viewed children as worthless nobodies, but 

Jesus saw in them something wonderful and beautiful.  For many, 

then and today, a child’s life is only valuable if the parents desire 

that child.  There is a papyrus letter that was discovered from the 

time of Christ in which a husband writes to his wife who had just 

had a baby, and he tells her, “if it was a male child let it live; if it 

was a female, cast it out.”
1
  The same mentality surrounds us in our 

culture, where abortion is easily accessible, and a pregnancy that is 

unplanned or unwanted can be terminated.  A child is killed simply 

because he or she is unwanted.  What a tragedy it is that a child’s 

life can be thrown away like that.               

 That is not Jesus’ perspective.  That is not the way Jesus 

sees things.  Jesus loves children.  He is especially drawn toward 

                                                 
1
 Cited in Kent Hughes, Mark, Vol. 2, page 55. 
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children.  He delights to hold the children in His arms and bless 

them, laying His hands on them.  This is such a moving scene, to 

see Jesus holding these babies and blessing them. 

 Let’s follow Jesus’ example.  Let’s be true disciples and 

receive the children the way Jesus receives them.  Let us seek to 

bless those who are needy and helpless, who have nothing to give 

in return. 

I think we can learn a lot from Jesus’ example here.  Jesus 

loves children, and so should we.  I also want to make the 

observation that Jesus is the manliest man who has ever walked the 

face of the earth, and He loves little kids.  So don’t ever think that 

spending time with the little ones is just something for the women 

to do.  It’s for the men as well.  To love kids and be playing with 

kids is a manly thing to do.  And I think the guys in this church 

understand that.  Working in the nursery is a manly thing to do.  

And I’m not just saying that because we’re always in need of more 

nursery workers.  But if you want to be like Jesus, work in the 

nursery.  Men and women alike – be like Jesus and go spend time 

with kids in the nursery.  Help with a children’s Sunday School 

class.  Start a new children’s ministry of some kind.  Think of 

ways to reach out to the children in this neighborhood or in your 

neighborhood, or the children in the school where your kids attend.  

Love the children.  Bless the children.  Pray for the children.   

Start by praying for your own kids.  Pray for them when 

you’re alone, in your own personal time with the Lord, and pray 

for them also when you’re with your kids.  Pray over them.  Let 

them hear you pray for them.  If you feel like you need some help 

with the kinds of things you should be praying for, I’d recommend 

you get a little booklet by Sally Michael called Praying for the 

Next Generation.  You can find it on the Children Desiring God 

website.  Here are a few of the Scriptural topics for prayer that she 

suggests, and she has several Bible passages listed for each one.  

Pray that they will know Christ.  Pray that they will have a hatred 

for sin and a love for godliness.  Pray that they will appreciate 

discipline and instruction, and be quick to repent; that they will be 

caught when guilty.  Pray that they will have a responsible and 

loving attitude in their relationships with others.  Pray that they 

will walk in humility and look to the needs of others.  Pray that 

they would desire inner beauty and godly character, and that they 

would grow more Christ-like daily; that they as well as their future 

spouse, will be kept pure both before and after marriage.  Pray that 

they would treasure God’s Word. 

Pray for your children, and not only for your own children, 

but for the many, many children who do not have the benefit of 

growing up in a Christian home, who do not have the benefit of 

being involved in a church.   
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That’s the message for the adults.  Let’s be like Jesus and 

have a great passion and desire to bless the children.   

And the message for the children is: Come to Jesus!  Don’t 

think that you have to wait until you’re an adult to know Jesus.  

Don’t think that Christianity is only for older people.  “Jesus loves 

the little children.  All the children of the world.  Red and yellow, 

black and white, they are precious in His sight.  Jesus loves the 

little children of the world.”  So don’t wait until you’re older to 

come to Jesus.  Trust in Him now.  Tell Jesus you’re sorry for the 

things you have done wrong, and ask Him to forgive you.  Thank 

Him that He died on the cross for our sins.  Read the Bible, and 

believe the great promises that are given there.  Talk to your 

parents about what it means to follow Jesus, and listen to your 

Sunday School teacher, and learn how Jesus wants you to live.  

Jesus wants the children to come to Him, and I pray that you will 

come to Him and trust in Him and follow Him with your whole 

life.    

 

Children Receive the Kingdom 

 The final thing for us to observe in this passage is that 

children receive the kingdom.  In other words, you have to be like 

a child in order to be part of the kingdom of God.  Look at what 

Jesus says in verses 14-15, “Let the children come to me; do not 

hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say 

to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 

shall not enter it.”  And that last part is an emphatic negation—

shall not at all enter it, no possibility whatsoever.  Jesus is saying 

that there’s something about childlikeness that is absolutely 

essential to saving faith.  Jesus is teaching us something about faith 

here.  He is giving us an illustration of what true faith is.  He is 

pointing to these very young children as examples of what it looks 

like to be a person who receives the kingdom of God, someone 

who enters into the kingdom of God. 

 You have to be like a child.  You have to be like an infant.  

In what ways?  What do you think Jesus is getting at?  Well, what 

are newborn infants like?  First of all they’re helpless.  They come 

into the world with absolutely nothing.  No clothes, no wallet, no 

cell phone, no car, no food.  And it’s not only that they don’t have 

any possessions, they don’t have any abilities.  They can’t walk or 

even crawl.  They utterly helpless, utterly dependent.  There’s a 

humility that goes along with that helplessness, and I think that’s 

part of what Jesus wants to highlight, too.  Babies are not ashamed 

to let you know that they are needy.  From the moment they’re out 

of the womb, what do they do?  They cry, as if to say, “I need, I 

need, I need.  Help me.  Clothe me.  Feed me.”  Helpless, humble, 

and hungry.  Babies want to eat.  They want to eat a lot.  They 
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want to eat often.  These are some characteristics of true faith.  It’s 

people like this who will enter the kingdom of God.   

 1 Peter 2:2-3 says, “Like newborn infants, long for the pure 

spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if indeed 

you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  We should have a hunger 

for God’s Word that matches the intensity of a baby’s desire for 

milk.  The hymn “Rock of Ages” expresses the kind of childlike 

dependence we should have on the Lord. 

 

Nothing in my hand I bring,  

simply to the cross I cling;  

naked, come to thee for dress;  

helpless, look to thee for grace;  

foul, I to the fountain fly;  

wash me, Savior, or I die.
2
  

 

 So the question for all of us this morning, regardless of 

your age, is: Are you a child?  Do you acknowledge your 

helplessness, or are you attempting to be self-reliant?  Are you 

humble before the Lord rather than prideful?  Are you hungry to 

experience the goodness of the Lord? 

 I think of our daughter, Annalyse, who is 2 ½ right now.  

She still likes to be held a lot, and there are times when I hold her 

in my arms and she’s kind of squirmy.  But there are other times, 

maybe right before bed or first thing in the morning when she’s 

still sleepy, when she is completely at rest in my arms.  It makes a 

daddy’s heart melt.  She’s perfectly at peace.  Her full weight is 

resting on me.  Every muscle is relaxed.  And she is content to be 

held by her father.        

 That’s how we should be in the arms of our heavenly 

Father.  Jesus said in Matthew 18:3-4, “Truly, I say to you, unless 

you turn and become like children, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven."  In this way, I pray that we 

will all be like children.  

                                                 
2
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