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KJV – John 10:9-30 

“The Master of the Fold” 

     Our text is taken from the Gospel of John chapter number ten. “The Master of the fold, in fact He 
is the master of it all. A complete Sovereign Saviour who is redeemer, King and LORD. He is Priest, 
Prophet and King. God the Father hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above 
every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in the 
earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.  
 
     John chapter ten the LORD of glory gives us the discourse of the good shepherd. He not only tells 
us of Himself, but He speaks of what He does for His sheep; and oh to know that you are His, 
because that means more than all the silver and gold on earth. To know Him is to have eternal life. 
Most people think of eternal life in the sense of being saved and getting to live eternally in heaven 
with Christ. That is only the end results of eternal life, the final product. But that is not eternal life, 
or life eternal. 
 
John 17:1-3 
 
1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy 
Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 
  
2 As thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given Him. 
 

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the one true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent. 
 
     To know Him, is what it means to live, not just to know of Him, or even to know about Him, but to 
actually know Him. To trust Him, to rest in Him, to have that intimate relationship that brings life. 
This is what it really means to live and this can only be given by the Master of the fold.  The most 
important question that man has ever faced is the one of salvation of his own soul. If you have not 
settled that question, then my prayer is that you do so today. My prayer for you is that the Master of 
the Fold grants you life. "As thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life 
to as many as thou hast given Him" (John 17:2). 
 
     Look at verse number seven of John chapter ten and Jesus says; "Verily, verily, I say unto you, I 
am the door of the sheep" (John 10:7). The Master of the Fold proclaims "I am the Door." This is the 
third of the seven "I Am" statements of the LORD Jesus Christ.  
 

- The first is in John 6:35 - And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to 
me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 
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- The second is in John 8:12 - Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  

 
     Now let's read our text in its entirety so we can get a better picture of the Master of the Fold. To 
not only learn more about Him, the Person of the LORD Jesus Christ but what He does for His sheep.  
 
John 10:9-30 
 
9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  
 
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly. 
 
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. 
 
12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 
 
13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  
 
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 
 
15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 
16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 
 
17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  
 
18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 

19 There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings.  

20 And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? 
 

21 Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? 
 
22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 

23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 

24 Then came the Jews round about Him, and said unto Him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If 
thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 

25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. 

26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
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27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 

30 I and my Father are one. 

     It is here that He changes the metaphor slightly. While in verses one through five of this chapter 
He is the Shepherd, here He is the gate. In verses one through five as the Shepherd He leads His 
sheep out of the sheep fold. Now He is the entrance to the fold as He states in verse nine. "I am the 
door."As the Shepherd and the entrance to the fold, the Master leads His sheep to proper pasture. 
This section echoes Jesus' words from John 14:6; Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
 
     He is the only way to the Father, He is the only way to life eternal. "As thou hast given Him power 
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him" (John 17:2). His 
point in John 10 and John 14 is that He is the only means to approach the Father and to partake of 
God's gracious provision of salvation. As the custom of some of the Middle Eastern shepherds slept 
in the gateway to guard His sheep, so Christ as the Master of the fold is pictured here as He Himself 
the LORD Jesus serves as the gate. Then He moves into explaining Himself as the door. 
 
 John 10:9-10 
 
9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  
 
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly. 
 
     These two verses are a proverbial way of insisting that belief in Jesus as the Messiah and the Son 
of God is the only way of being saved from sin and the second death. Belief in Jesus as the Messiah 
and the Son of God is the only way to receive this glorious gift of God's grace, eternal life that we 
might know Him. "As thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as 
many as thou hast given Him" (John 17:2). 
 
     Jesus Christ is the only one true source for knowledge of God. Not to know of Him, not to even 
know about Him; but to actually know Him in a relationship with complete trust and hope in Him 
for the basis for spiritual security. "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the one true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3). 
 
     Now Jesus moves into another analogy of Him as the good shepherd from John 10:11-18. Jesus 
uses another expression from verses one through five, He is the "good shepherd." This was in 
contrast to the present evil leadership of Israel as seen in John chapter nine. 
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John 9:40-41 
 
40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind 
also? 
 
41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your 
sin remaineth. 
 
     This is the fourth of seven of the "I Am" statements of the LORD Jesus Christ. This Greek term 
"good" used here by Jesus carries with it the meaning of "noble" which stands in contrast to the 
"hired hand" shepherd who cares only for their own self-interest. 
 
John 10:11 
 
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. 
 
     This entire discourse not only tells us who the Master of the Fold is, but it also tells us what He 
does for His sheep. The Master of the Fold lays down His life for the sheep. This is a reference to 
Jesus' substitutionary death for sinners on the cross. His purpose for His suffering and death of the 
cross, to bear the sins of His sheep. Notice in this chapter Christ will clearly speak to a group of the 
Pharisees that they are not of His sheep. Because we must understand that the cross did not make a 
way for sinners to be saved but it actually accomplished redemption. 
 
Matthew 1:21 
 
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from 
their sins. 
 
Isaiah 53:8 
 
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare His generation? for He was cut 
off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was He stricken. 
 
Isaiah 53:11 
 
11 He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: by His knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities. 
 
Isaiah 53:12 
 
12 Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because He hath poured out His soul unto death: and He was numbered with the transgressors; and He 
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  
 
Mark 10:45 
 
45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for many. 
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      The Master of the Fold cares more about the sheep than most people realize. He is the door, the 
only way in; but He is also the gate and He guards the gate for His sheep. He is not a hireling 
because He has a personal interest in each and every one of His sheep. This is a personal investment 
not because of what He tried to do as some preachers want you to think. But because of what He 
accomplished by His completed work on the cross which He said "the Good Shepherd giveth His life 
for the sheep." He fulfilled the will of the Father in that He accomplished redemption for His sheep. 
 
John 10:12-13 
 
12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 
 
13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 
 
     The Master of the Fold with such a great interest and investment in the redemptive work of His 
sheep will continue to watch over and keep His sheep. When the wolf comes the hireling will flee. 
The hired hand most likely represents religious leaders who perform their duties in the good times 
but will never display sacrificial care for the sheep in times of danger. They stand in complete 
contrast to the real Master of the Fold, the LORD Jesus, who laid down His life for His flock as seen 
in John 15:13. 
 
John 15:13 
 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  
 
John 10:14-15 
 
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 
 
15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 
     Once again Jesus reiterates that He lays down His life for the sheep. With the gift of life, saving 
faith in Christ one can rest in Him with complete assurance in the Master of the Fold knowing that 
every sin that would ever stand against them, was placed on Christ and He bore the sin of all His 
sheep.  
 
II Corinthians 5:21 
 
21 For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him. 
 
     That sin which He bore, that sin for which He was punished in that God the Father poured out His 
wrath on Christ, that sin will never be brought up or punished again. But Jesus took it out of the 
way. 
 
Colossians 2:13-15 
 
13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He quickened together 
with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 
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14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to His cross; 
 

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it.  
 
John 10:16 
 
16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 
     There are many other sheep that He knew would be saved not just of the Jews but of the Gentiles 
also. Jesus says here "other sheep I have, which are not of this fold."  This portion of text referrers to 
the Gentiles who will respond to His voice in saving faith to be brought into the fold.  He said I must 
bring them in, they were not presently saved yet Jesus called them sheep. And each and every one 
of them would be saved by the Master of the Fold. "As thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that 
He should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him" (John 17:2). 
 
     The death of Christ was not just for the Jews but for all those who would come to saving faith by 
God's grace in Christ, including the Gentiles that were to be brought into this one fold. One body by 
one LORD and one Church by the power of the Gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit through 
regeneration.  
 
Romans 1:16 
 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  
 
John 10:17-18 
 
17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  
 
18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 
 
     Jesus says that He lays down His life so that He might take it again. Jesus repeated this phrase 
two times in these two verses indicating that His sacrificial death was not the end. His glorious 
resurrection followed in the demonstration of His Messiah-ship and His Sovereign Deity. The 
Master of the Fold, was not making away possible for salvation by His work on the cross, but He 
accomplished redemption so that He completed the work the Father sent Him to do to be the 
Author and finisher of our faith.  
 
John 10:19-21 

19 There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings.  

20 And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? 
 

21 Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? 
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     The Jews once again had mixed reactions to the LORD'S remarks. Some of them even charged 
Him with being demon possession. While others concluded that His works and words were a 
demonstration of God's sanction upon Him.  
 
John 10:22-24 
 
22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 

23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 

24 Then came the Jews round about Him, and said unto Him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If 
thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 
     This section of the texts moves into the section where Christ asserts His Deity for us knowing we 
can have complete assurance in His finished work. After all this knowledge they had received they 
still did not believe. They knew of Jesus, they even knew about Jesus, but they did not truly know 
Jesus the Master of the Fold.  
 
     They told Him: How long will you make us doubt? Tell us plainly if thou be the Christ. But my 
friend a relationship with God doesn't begin with a decision just to believe. You must first be 
imparted the spiritual life to believe and this is a Sovereign work of God. This is the only way you 
can truly know God, you must be introduced to God through Christ. "As thou hast given Him power 
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him" (John 17:2). 
 
John 10:25-27 

25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. 

26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

     Here once again Jesus identifies two different groups of people, those who are not sheep and 
those who are sheep.  This clearly indicates that God has chosen His sheep and it is they who will 
believe and follow Christ Jesus. "As thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him" (John 17:2). 

John 6:37-40 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 

39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 

40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
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     The Father has chosen and given us to the Son, we are made excepted in the beloved and Jesus is 
very clear to state that all that the Father gives me, will come unto me. This is through and by the 
effectual work of the operation of God. Because man is born again not by the will of flesh, nor by the  
will of man, but of God. These are His sheep, and all will be brought into the one fold under the 
Sovereign Lordship of the Master of the Fold. 
 
John 10:27-29 

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 

     Verses 28 and 29 show just how much the Master of the Fold will do for His sheep. He has a great 
interest and investment in all of His sheep. "As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: 
and I lay down my life for the sheep" (John 10:15). 

Romans 8:32-33 

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things? 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

     No man shall ever be able to pluck His sheep out of His hand. Neither shall any man be able to 
pluck them out of the Father's hand. The security of Jesus' sheep rests not in themselves but in Him 
as the Master of the Fold, the good shepherd. He has the power to keep them safe. In Him nothing 
can separate His sheep. Neither the thieves and robbers, nor the wolf can harm His sheep.  

     Verse 29 makes it clear that the Father ultimately stands behind His sheep's security, and no one 
is able to steal from God. He is in complete Sovereign control of all things.  

Romans 8:35-39 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, 
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39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

     What does Jesus tell us in John 10:30 at the end of our text? 

John 10:30 

30 I and my Father are one. 

     This is the Master of the Fold, the LORD Jesus Christ. Oh what a Savoiur, and oh what security. 
Both the Father and the Son are committed to the perfect protection and preservation of Jesus' 
sheep. This verse in its context is stressing the complete security and safety of the entire fold 
through both the Father and the Son who are One.  

     Our Sovereign Saviour the LORD Jesus as One with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit have 
purposed this provision of glorious grace. Christ is the Master of the Fold that truly cares for His 
sheep. By His finished work and care as the good shepherd we are safe. By God the Father's 
Sovereign purpose of election we can know that we are secure. By God the Holy Spirit's work of 
regeneration we can know that we are sealed.  

     Through and by the Master of the Fold we can know with total peace and assurance that we are 
safe, secure and sealed. Through the operation of God by His Sovereign grace we have been made: 

1. The Sheep in the fold.                                          
2. A Son in the family.                                    
3. A Soldier in the fight.                                        
4. A Servant in the field.                     
5. And a Shareholder of the future. 

Romans 8:28-31 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

     We as His sheep have been elevated from the shades of night, through and by His grace up to the 
plains of light. All through and by the Master of the Fold, the LORD Jesus Christ; God bless you my 
friends. 


