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Romans 1:14-17 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 5 

 
Introduction: 
 
     Within this text lie the passion and the burden of the Apostle Paul as well as the theme of 
this letter. Because of the tremendous gift God had given Paul, and the tremendous grasp of 
His Word, the Apostle Paul felt obligated, indebted to go to Rome to use it. He had a great 
passion and burden toward this indebtedness and an obligation to tell others the Gospel of 
the LORD Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 1:14-17 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith. 

     The Apostle Paul totally believed in the Sovereignty of God in permitting or preventing 
him from ministering in certain places. “For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to 
tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit” (KJV – I Corinthians 16:7). Through God’s 
permissive will Satan will constantly in the business of trying to prevent Paul from 
ministering the gospel. Yet Paul burden and passion made him willing and ready to always 
minister.  
 
     “Paul was ready to preach the gospel at Rome. When he preached it at Jerusalem, the 
religious center of the world, he was mobbed. When he preached it at Athens, the intellectual 
center of the world, he was mocked. When he preached it at Rome, the legislative center of the 
world, he was martyred. He was ready for that. He was ready to preach the gospel at Rome” 
(Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, page 19). 
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Romans 1:14 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 

     The Authorized Version reads “I am debtor” in verse 14. The NASB translates this as “I 
am under obligation.”  Dr. John MacArthur states that “Paul had an obligation to God to fulfill 
His divine mandate to minister to Gentiles” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 
2006, page 1659). This debt was twofold, not only to God as part of the divine obligation 
Paul had received from Christ but he was indebted and obligated to the lost as well. 
Because Paul now had what they needed. 

     Dr. Alva J. McClain notes that; “Because God had saved him, Paul was made a debtor, but 
not to God. The Lord Jesus Christ had paid that debt to the last farthing, but Paul had been 
constituted a debtor to the whole world. He only regarded himself as an honest man ready to 
pay his debts. It cost Paul his life to pay the debt at Rome” (McClain, The Gospel of God’s 
Grace – Romans; 1973, page 52). 

     The Apostle Paul is writing here, primarily to a Gentile church and the four terms he uses 
that they could easily relate to. Paul stated he was indebted or obligated to: 
 
1) The Greeks - this refers to those of the Greek culture who spoke the Greek language.  
 
2) The Barbarians - this refers to those who do not speak the Greek language, a foreigner. 
 
3) The wise - those who were educated and cultured. 
 
4) The unwise - those uneducated, uncultured and crude. 
 
     This was Paul passion – “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to 
the wise and to the foolish. 15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who 
are in Rome” (NASB – Romans 1:14-15). 
 
Romans 1:15 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 

     Paul was ready, eager to deliver this message. “Observe how the Apostle’s mind is 
burdened with the one great subject of his ministry” (Spence, The Pulpit Commentary, Vol. 
18 Acts & Romans; 2011, page 17).  Romans 1:3-4 – “concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power according 
to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord” (ESV – 
Romans 1:3-4). 
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     In this text we have seen two of the three powerful “I am” statements of the Apostle. 

1. I am a debtor to the lost world – Because I have been made a partaker of the truths of 
the gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ.  
 

2. I am ready to preach the gospel – Paul is ready with all that is in him to preach this 
gospel even in Rome. 

     Dr. J. Vernon McGee states, “He is a master of his purpose, but not of his circumstances. He 
is not only ready, he is eager to preach it. Oh how we need that enthusiasm and high 
anticipation of getting out the Word of God!” (McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary Series, 
Volume 42; 1991, page 31). 

     Why is it with some professing Christians it is like you almost have to beg them to 
witness for Christ. Let alone to proclaim the gospel of God’s grace. We are all under the 
same Great Commission, no we are not all preachers, pastor-teachers, evangelist, elders or 
deacons. But are we not all bond-slaves to the Master all those that are born of God. Are we 
not all believers and disciples of the LORD Jesus Christ (all those that have been born from 
above)? 

     All under the same Great Commission to present the gospel, the good news of the LORD 
Jesus Christ.  “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore  and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Amen.” (NKJV – Matthew 28:18-20). 

     This was the mandate of the eleven disciples, this was the mandate of the Apostle Paul. 
And this is our mandate today. If we do any witnessing on a regular basis at all, many today 
present a Jesus that does not at all resemble the God of the Bible. We sneak up on people 
and catch them unawares and think we are getting them to accept this Jesus without telling 
them of any demands of the Lord Jesus Christ upon His followers.  
 
     We fail to mention that to have Jesus means you must have Him as Lord and this means 
repentance towards God and faith in Him. We fail to present the Sovereignty of God, and 
the depravity of man. And that when saves He saves to the uttermost. This means that we 
ourselves and all others are dethroned and He is our Master. Enthroned with all rights and 
claims on our lives, that to be saved means a life of surrender to our Master and utter the 
obedience to His commands. Because He was our substitute, our sin bearer, our Redeemer. 
He paid our price, this is the message of the gospel and a life of sanctification as the result 
of accepting it.  
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     But yet over the years we have diluted the true gospel message to make it more 
palatable and acceptable to man. And, sadly, many professing Christians today have no real 
understanding of this message of truth nor do they have a regular witness to the lost at all. 
Because many professors are ashamed of the gospel. 
 
Romans 1:16 
 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
 
     Now here is the heart and core of the message of this letter, in fact this entire book; the 
gospel. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth. Dr. Leon Morris asks a very serious questions concerning Paul 
statement here. “It is perhaps a little curious that Paul writes I am not ashamed of the gospel. 
Why should he feel it necessary to utter this disclaimer? He gloried in the gospel” (Morris, The 
Epistle to the Romans; 1988, page 66). 
 
     Paul may have assumed that some in Rome may not appreciate the simplicity of the 
gospel in how that God through this plain message brings life to dead sinners and changes 
them. Man does nothing, but respond in faith that leads to repentance. So therefore God 
receives all the glory, and pour little old man gets no credit for it. Most looks down and this 
message, yet Paul stood by this message of the gospel by God’s Sovereign Grace.  
 
     Here is the third “I am” statement of Paul’s introduction in Romans chapter one. 
 

1. I am a debtor to the lost world – Because I have been made a partaker of the truths of 
the gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ.  
 

2. I am ready to preach the gospel – Paul is ready with all that is in him to preach this 
gospel even in Rome. 
 

3. I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ – Paul makes no apologies for his message, 
but tells us of its importance. 

     Verse 16 begins the theme of this letter, as contained in two verses. This theme is the 
gospel, that which Paul stated he was unashamed of. David Steele states in his study guide 
to Romans: “The two leading doctrines of Romans are stated in 1:16-17. It is as if these two 
verses were the “text” (the theme) and the remainder of the letter, the “sermon” (the 
explanation and proof of the theme). These two leading doctrines are:  
 
A: Salvation by faith alone. 
B: The free offer of salvation to all men without distinction. 
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     The offer of salvation on the sole condition of faith is made to all men without distinction – 
Jews and Gentiles alike! Many of the Jews believed that God would show mercy only to those 
who belonged to the nation of Israel. Paul shows that this is not the case. All who believe the 
gospel, regardless of their race, or regardless of any other consideration, are promised 
salvation. (Steele, Romans – An Interpretive Outline; 1963, pages 14-15). 
 
     Does Paul deal with the Sovereignty of God? Yes, but he also shows the responsibility of 
men. These are the truths contained within the Gospel. This is the transforming power of 
the word by faith through the power of regeneration. Paul deals with that in verse 16. “For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the power of God for salvation to every one who has faith, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (RSV – Romans 1:16). 
 
     Is there power is the gospel? It is the word of God, right? The writer of Hebrews states – 
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (KJV – Hebrews 4:12). 
 
     Paul states here that is gospel message is the power of God unto salvation, to everyone 
that believes. MacArthur adds a comment concerning this word power from his 
commentary. “Dunamis (power) is the Greek term from which our word dynamite is derived. 
The gospel carries with it the omnipotence of God, whose power alone is sufficient to save men 
from sin and give them eternal life” (MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary – Romans 1-8; 1991, page 51). 
 
     This is God’s power unto salvation; where God rescues man from the penalty of sin by 
faith, based upon the merits of His son and not the sinner. God’s grace through the gospel 
brings salvation through regeneration. This causes the sinner to act by faith and be moved 
to repentance in Christ. This is what the gospel does, it is God’s powerful hand, so to speak, 
that comes down and lifts men up from their deadness in sin into a new quickened spiritual 
state. All through and by God’s amazing grace.  

     “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past 
ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had 
our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)” (KJV – Ephesians 2:1-5). All this 
begins with the preaching of the gospel, the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

     “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God” (KJV – I Corinthians 1:18). Paul even goes on to say in chapter 
two of First Corinthians “And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of  
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man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God” (KJV – I Corinthians 2:4-5). 

     The gospel is dynamite, it is power. Paul said for Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of 
none effect. This is God’s ordained means to which He will deliver His good news to His 
elect, His gospel and we should not be ashamed.  

 
Romans 1:16-17 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith. 

     This is the second doctrinal point contained within the theme, justification by faith and 
faith alone. It is this verse that lead the Augustinian monk named Martin Luther to faith in 
Christ. It is this verse that sparked the Reformation into centering the theology upon Christ 
and not upon man.  

1. Scripture Alone. 
2. Salvation by Grace Alone. 
3. Through Faith Alone. 
4. In Christ Alone. 
5. For the Glory of God Alone. 

     This is the major theme of this entire book. Justification by faith, righteousness by faith. 
This theme occurs over 30 times within the book of Romans in one form or another. It is 
this truth that the gospel reveals, a faith based salvation by God’s grace through the merits 
of Christ alone for the glory of God alone.  Paul is pointing out here that salvation, 
justification, righteousness is completely based upon faith. It is God’s righteousness which 
we receive. This righteousness which is that of the perfect Son of God is imputed, credited 
to our account based upon faith in the Person and work of Christ.  

     Then Paul closes this theme with more dynamite, The just shall live by faith. Paul will 
move on throughout this book and his other letters to establish the proof that God’s 
justification of the sinner had also been by His grace on the basis of faith alone.  

     But Paul tells us clearly, the just shall live by faith. The justified, the forgiven, the 
righteous man in Christ shall live by faith. James states that faith without works is dead. We 
know that we are not saved by works however genuine faith will demonstrate itself in 
action, so therefore it will produce fruit of Godly works.  
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     “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (KJV – Philippians 
2:12-13). This is God’s plan, His will for our life, for His honor and His glory.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 
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